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What are your thoughts on changing the name of “The Dixie Ranger” newsletter? What do you
see as pros and cons?

09/08/2022 84933854 I support changing the name to remove "Dixie". While that word symbolizes lively southern culture and history in the minds of many it also
re�ects a part of US history that shouldn't be celebrated. Let's �nd a better name.

08/15/2022 82040069
I think that it is time to change the name from something that is so derogatory and hurtful to some to something not offensive and represent all
ethnicities of the Forest Service, both past and present. Some traditions are ineffective and does not keep in step with the times. While I support
the Forest Service as a traditional-type organization, its tradition of non-inclusiveness cannot be supported.

08/13/2022 81926905
It's about deciding If and/or How, a change should be made? Perhaps, Retiree members who have done good work under the name "Dixie Ranger"
want to honor that work and relationships. Other Retiree members, may have different life and family experiences associated with Dixie.
Whatever the decision, it should try to be inclusive as much as possible. So if the decision is to change/modify the naming of the newsletter,

08/09/2022 81586240 I think a name change that is embracing for everyone would be nice. I feel the current name causes feelings for some that are not things we like
to remember even though they happened.

08/08/2022 81532853 It makes sense to change the name to something that doesn’t offend, from historical roots as well as current perspectives, more than a few
Southern Region retirees.

08/08/2022 81526597 I think the name of The Dixie Ranger newsletter should be changed to something more positive for all Southern Forest Service retirees. Changing
the name will have long-term bene�ts for the Retirees Association.

08/06/2022 81386863

I have never been in favor, or favored the name "Dixie Ranger." For me, my position on the name has nothing to do with racism, being politically
correct, civil war days, or anything like that. It simply does not, in my view represent the entire region. I do see NFs in TX thinking of themselves
being in Dixie. I don't see the GW-Jeff as part of Dixie. Same goes for other forests: Kisatchie, NFs in NC, and so on. It just isn't representative of
the entire regions personality, in my view.

08/05/2022 81343127

When I was hired by the Forest Service our mission was as stated in letter by Gifford Pinchot (Greatest Good) to SEC of AG. As the Forest Service
evolved, planning, stewardship, Research, State and Private Forestry as well as air quality, insect, disease, and �re management progressed.
Salvage of annual hurricane damage, invasive species, ecosystem classi�cation and management, and new research for the future are changing.
Why aren't any of these mentioned in the message from the Regional Forester as well as worrying about changing the name of a newsletter.. In
conclusion, in the earlier days, The Forest Service was in the top ten federal agencies to work for. How far down the list today? Changing a name
is way down the list of most retirees' priorities today. Good luck., Steve McCorquodale P.S. Please read Pinchot's letter.

08/03/2022 81138375 "Dixie" has negative connotations; Dixie, refers to the Southern U.S. states, especially those that belonged to the Confederate States of America
(1860–65). Dixie means slavery and Jim Crow, period.

08/03/2022 81138361 Yes, let’s change the name.

08/03/2022 81127536 The name should be changed. There is a negative connotation behind name that promotes divisiveness for people of color. In the type of world
we live in today, we should promote unity and diversity.

08/03/2022 81124089 I understand why some people would be offended. Personally I have no problem with a name change and believe it is time.

08/03/2022 81120422
The newsletter nMe has some hurtful, racist connotation for some ethnicities. It is representative of a ugly period of our history, slavery,
segregation, inequality and hideous acts of murder and violence. To change it would be a good re�ection of what we as a retiree association
should represent - inclusivity

08/03/2022 81117502 The name does not offend me. If it does offend others, then it needs to be changed. I really dont care. I dont see any cons. Pros would be making
others feel good about the word "Dixie" gone.

08/03/2022 81109913 The name should be changed given the negative connotation it has for a big sector of Forest Service current and future retirees. It could even be
offensive for the general public that we serve or used to serve.

08/03/2022 81097013 The fact that the name is also being used by hate groups should tell you it is time to change it.

08/03/2022 81096271 A name change should not be a problem....even though I respect tradition, change can be a positive in�uence!

08/01/2022 80939694
I think we de�nitely need to change the name. Pro: Any word or name that is as toxic as Dixie should be changed. The KKK even have a web site
called the Dixie Rangers. Con: The only con is that some of our long term members may be resistant to the change but in my opinion nothing
stays the same forever and organizations that never change in the end wind up on the extinction list.

08/01/2022 80922790

The name Dixie Ranger should changed immediately. "The Dixie Rangers" (https://reddead.fandom.com/wiki/Posse:The_Dixie_Rangers) are a
group of the Klu K;ux Klan. In addition, the DIxie Rangers was the name of a Confederate Unit during the Civil War
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_South_Carolina_Cavalry_Regiment). Regardless of what we would like the term Dixie Ranger to be, we can not
avoid the association with these other uses. It may hurt the feeling of a few people but to ignore the association with the Klan and the
Confederate Unit would put the SFSRA in the same class. It is time for a new name that re�ects what the FS and its retirees are about. (not
insurrection and racism)

07/24/2022 80184599
The current name does not offend me. Dixie can be interpreted as 13 southern United States or if we go back over 150 years as the states who
were part of the Confederacy. If the committee in charge of determining if a name change is necessary, then I would go along with their decision.
If a name change is thought to be in the best interest of the association, then a similar name could be achieved.
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07/19/2022 79845717

I would like to thank the of�cers of the Dixie Ranger for offering the opportunity to discuss a possible name change. I feel that change in itself
can be good or bad depending on how it impacts people. Change helps and hurts but it is a constant part of life and should be embraced when it
comes along and evaluated by those who are affected. While I do not have a replacement name, the suggestion that the name, “The Dixie
Ranger” be changed has merits. What’s in a Name? There are some potential negative impacts associated with the current name. I think Tom’s
column did a good job of brining out the need to be inclusive and to offer to all of our retirees a “home” after retirement that most of us seek
after leaving such a great organization after many years of service. All of the camaraderie that we are so lucky to have within the Region is
something I was so glad to carry on after we no longer had that ID card. Now we have the SFSRA. We really need to encourage that feeling for all
of our retirees. We “need” a place to call home after we leave a great organization like the Forest Service. But, I will point out that the word
“Dixie”, while it is and has had special meaning to many, has little meaning to me. I spent a little less than half my Forest Service career in this
Region (14 years), spending nearly 10 years in the Alaska Region and the seven more in R-1 and R-6. So, for me, I have little need for a nostalgic
name for any of those regions. I don’t believe retirees from my other regions use anything but the place names we naturally give them (Alaska,
Northwest, Intermountain). I am happy to have a “home” after the Forest Service but in one way I don’t completely feel “at home”. The name
“Dixie” doesn’t really apply to my career in any substantial way. In fact, I have considered submitting articles to the “Ranger” which relate to my
�eld experience. However, I have not done so because of a sense that they don’t belong among all the stories that occurred within this Region.
The word “Dixie” has a strong connection to one part of the National Forest System. My career, as with that of many others, comes from a much
larger context. I would like to see some stories of those careers shared. The other issue relating to inclusion of all retirees is that elephant in
the room. The word Dixie relates strongly to the War Between the States and the connected issues. This relates to the need to include all our
retirees. To conclude I would just like to mention that I think we should change the name in a way that includes more of us in a real meaningful
way and that broadens and yes improves the organization.

07/11/2022 79315457 Why change it. Must we change everything with any historical signi�cance? And to what end? Change it now, and change it again in a few years?
When does it stop?
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Do you have ideas on a new name for the newsletter? What name(s) do you suggest?

09/08/2022 84933854 Sorry, I don't have a suggestion.

08/15/2022 82040069
1. The Southern Diversity - It encompasses all ethnicities, genders, and backgrounds. As such, the articles, subjects, and pictures should re�ect
the same. 2. The Southern Credence - credence means belief in or acceptance of something as true. It is true (my belief ) that the Forest Service
is an agency of integrity and diversity. Therefore, the contents of the newsletter will re�ect such truths. 3. Retirees Corner 4. Retirement Today

08/13/2022 81926905

If there is a new name for the newsletter, I would suggest words that people have warm connections to the Southern Region, drawing on their
experience of the land and culture? The complex part of this, is that the Southern Region is so vast, and covers so many ecotypes, cultures and
landscapes. Suggestions #1 - Incorporate the word "South" to encompass all 14 NFs +, Then add Smokey - to invoke both the Smoky Mountain-
Appalachian landscape and our Cultural Icon "Smokey Bear. " The newsletter suggestion would be "The Southern Smokeys" or Southern Smokey
Signals? #2 - Incorporate a distinct Southern tree species, (but this would not be as inclusive for entire south). "Longleaf Pine Whispers"? #3 -
Incorporate a familiar animal species, such as "lightning bug sparks" or "�re�y �ashes"? #4 - On a different path -Maybe a suggestion for new
sections in the newsletter? Something fun and cultural - "Mama says..." an opportunity for humorous and wise op ed or reader opinion? Or
"Eating in the South" which might invite recipes from readers for more participation?

08/09/2022 81586240 Forest Service Southern Region Retirees

08/08/2022 81532853 “Southern Region Ranger” or similar.

08/08/2022 81526597

A good name for the newsletter is “The Lighter Knot.” Lighter wood is a “forest product” of the South. It has been part of Southern culture forever
and has an old-time Southern feel that many can relate to. It is the old hard resin-�lled heart of southern pines but is still useful and prized. It
can be used to start �res and shed light. These characteristics are like Forest Service retirees. (Lighter wood’s other name, fatwood, might also
apply, but we won’t go there!) These characteristics can also apply to our newsletter. The newsletter can start �res (literally and �guratively) and
shed light, especially on our history in the Forest Service, and maybe even into its future. It includes “lighter” fun topics, and other topics that
are hard and complex as a “knot.” Another good name is “The Lookout.” It is less speci�c to the Southern Region but has obvious ties to lookout
towers and operational �re management, and can be a description of our newsletter content. Or, how about “The After-Action Review”?
Commonly known as AAR in the business. Awfully close to AARP. That’s funny, right there…

08/06/2022 81386863 Not really. Not my strong suit, but some that works off Southern Region. Southern Region Siren. Region 8 Announcer. Something like that. Maybe
something built off the number of southern region states - 13. The Thirteen States. I dunno. I'm not good at this, as I said.

08/06/2022 81366899 SFSRA Newsletter

08/05/2022 81343127 Other things are more important

08/03/2022 81138375 The Ranger, something that is not offensive to some retirees.

08/03/2022 81138361 I will have to give this some thought.

08/03/2022 81127536 How about naming the newsletter after Gilford Pincchit

08/03/2022 81124053 SOUTHERN FEDERAL U.S. FOREST SERVICE RETIREE ASSOCIATION

08/03/2022 81120422 Southern Ranger, Visions of the Southern Forests and Stations,

08/03/2022 81117502 The Ranger. Oaks and Pines. The Weekly Wipe. Retirees and Friends. Stories, Tales, and News. The Smokey News.

08/03/2022 81109913 Why not a simple "Southern Forest Service Retirees Newsletter".

08/03/2022 81097013 The Down South Ranger

08/03/2022 81096271 How about just: SFSRA Newsletter

08/02/2022 81006058

I am expanding on my previous comments The purpose of the newsletter is to share stories by and about retirees and the FS in the Southern
Region, to let members of the SFSRA know about issues that could impact them, to share information about other members of the SFSRA and
other FS retirees (including obituaries), and it should be inviting to FS retirees who are not members and encourage them to join. It should be
fun to read and informative. There are a few things that the newsletter should not be. It should not contain offensive content, and by offensive, I
mean racist, sexist, political, obscene, demeaning, bullying, or insulting comments, stories, pictures or other content (not a complete list but this
covers a lot). I worked for the Fed (TVA and the FS) for quite a few years and I have seen a lot of offensive behavior disguised as "joking around",
"just kidding", "just being good ole boys", "not politically correct", "doesn't mean any harm", etc. That did not make the behavior any less
offensive. The newsletter is just that, a newsletter. What we call it should not be the basis of whether someone stays in the SFSRA, Joins, or
quits. It should be about what all the many hundreds of retirees in the Southern Region want to know about and be inviting to all of them. The
fact that the newsletter has a title which many people consider a reference to the Pre-Civil War South matters. The story of the Southern Region
is about people from all the states in the Region and Puerto Rico. There is tremendous diversity in this region and that diversity has had a real
impact on the Forest Service and made it a stronger organization. The name Dixie Ranger is offensive to some people. For those people,
references to Dixie inevitably bring to mind the pre-Civil War South and the Confederacy, as well as the Jim Crow era. I recognize that for others,
the name Dixie is not at all problematic. As we have seen in recent emails Dixie is so unproblematic that some would resign from SFSRA if there
were a name change. That in itself tells me that the name Dixie Ranger is a problem. The following is from part of the discussion of a similar
attempt to change the name of an institution from Dixie to something else: "Our racism is not harmless. Our Dixie is not a sanitized Dixie," she
said. "Our Dixie references the Confederacy, enslaving people, violent racism, lynching and white supremacy, the same as it means everywhere
else. ... It is time to make a change." Nancy Ross, Dixie State University Faculty (St George Spectrum & Daily News, 7/17/2020) It is time for the
SFSRA newsletter to have a new name. A name that does no harm as opposed to the present name, which does and may be a barrier for some
retirees to consider joining. SFSRA Newsletter

08/01/2022 80939694 I think we should immediately change the name to "The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association Newsletter" and then our organization can
take their time in �nding another name or just leave it the SFSRA newsletter.
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08/01/2022 80922790 The SFSRA Newsletter

07/24/2022 80184599 "Southern Ranger"

07/19/2022 79845717 Not yet but I will be thinking about it.

07/11/2022 79315457 Keep it the same

Are you currently a member of the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association?

Yes : 92.31%

No : 7.69%

Answer Count Percent 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Yes 24 92.31%

No 2 7.69%

Total 26 100 %
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You may share your name and contact info or remain anonymous: 

09/08/2022 84933854

Dan
Nolan
dnolan829@gmail.com
720-937-8058

08/15/2022 82040069

Robin 
Palmer 
Rchpalmer@yahoo.com
404-291-3419

08/09/2022 81586240

Shirley
Mathis 
sam0709@bellsouth.net
404-291-8722

08/08/2022 81532853

Gary
Samaha
gsam2015@gmail.com
770-815-1887

08/06/2022 81386863

Peter
Gaulke
pgaulke60@aol.com
505-379-0943

08/06/2022 81366899

Alan
Pigg
alanpigg@hotmail.com
770-596-2056

08/05/2022 81343127

Stephen
McCorquodale
shmcq@yahoo.com
337-884-5236

08/03/2022 81138361

Gay
Ippolito
gipp_253@yahoo.com
936-635-1998

08/03/2022 81124089
Nona
Huckabee 
N.Huckabee@charter.net

08/03/2022 81124053

Jim Lee
Spano
jimlspano@comcast.net
770-934-9591

08/03/2022 81117502

Lewis
Kearney
�reboss08@yahoo.com
423-650-3006

08/03/2022 81097013
Susan
Kett
bakerkett@comcast.net

08/02/2022 81006058

Eric
Schmeckpeper
eric.schmeckpeper@gmail.com
803-348-0005

08/01/2022 80939694

Thurman
Harp
tklharp3@yahoo.com
404-348-3340

08/01/2022 80922790

Eric
Schmeckpeper
eric_schmeckpeper@gmail.som
803-348-0005

07/24/2022 80184599

Clair
Redmond
c.redmond@att.net
404-406-9547
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07/19/2022 79845717

Robert
Wilhelm
rwilhelm65@gmail.com
770-315-1530


