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COLUMBIA SPACE SHUTTLE RECOVERY 
By Dave Jolly 

All of us remember that fateful 
morning, February 1, 2003, when, 
glued to our TV's, we watched as 
Columbia broke up over East Texas 
and Western Louisiana just 16 

minutes from touchdown in Florida. 
Most of us will long remember 
exactly where we were when we 
learned of this terrible tragedy. Our 
thoughts were first for the families 
of our astronauts and then for our 

country. Thus began the 
gargantuan task of finding our 
astronauts and as much of the space 
shuttle as possible. 

Within four hours of the 
break-up of the Columbia, Sabine 
District Ranger Marcus Beard 
organized 80 searchers including 22 

31 employee people from his 
district. As you might expect, 
Marcus was concerned about safety 
and, above all, finding the 
astronauts. Marcus said, "We told 
everyone not to touch the shuttle 
material as we knew it could be 

hazardous." Thejob was to flag and 
GPS all shuttle fragments for later 
recovery after people had been 
made aware of the dangers involved 
with the hazardous materials aboard 
the shuttle. Initially the search was 
done with volunteers supervised by 
employees of the US Forest Service 
and Texas Forest Service. 

In their first steps off the road 
they found human remains, and, by 

the eleventh day, all seven of the 
fallen astronauts had been found. 
Every time human remains were 
discovered, special "Evidence 
Response Team" was summoned. 
This recovery group was always 
comprised of two FBI agents, NASA 
astronauts, and members of the 
local law enforcement community. 
Reverend Fred Raney, Pastor of 
Hemphill's First Baptist Church 
accompanied the team. "My main 
purpose was to let the families know 

that we were there for the people 
they loved, and that we remembered 
them and honored them", said 

memorial services in the woodlands 
and pastureland, wherever they were 
found, before the astronauts 

remains were removed. The people 
on these volunteer teams were 
always extremely professional in 
how they handled these situations. 
But there's absolutely no way 
anyone can be prepared for this. 

Critical Incident Debriefing Teams 
were brought in and made 
mandatory for all people", said 
Ranger Beard. 

To organize the search, Greg 
Cohrs, Sabine District Timber Sale 
Forester, gathered information and 
data from the ground search teams, 
and using GPS, established a "debris 
line" to help pinpoint the next day's 
follow-up search grids. During 
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those first critical seven days, Greg 
single-handedly planned each day's 
operation. After 11 days a NASA 
team of "rocket scientists" began 
their own daily search grid targets, 
using hundreds of GPS points. With 
few variations their data mirrored 
Greg's calculations. Do you suppose 
that Greg, in his wildest dreams, 
ever thought he would find himself 
attached to such a major historical 
event, playing such a significant role 
and doing it so wel? 

So, what were the searchers 
up against? Most of you who have 
worked across the deep South from 
East Texas to southern Virginia in 
the coastal plain and lower Piedmont 
country will have a good feel for 
what faced the men and women who 
were in the field looking for the 
pieces of the shuttle. Gary Mckee, a 
HemphilI Volunteer Searcher, 
described it well. "Teams averaging 
20 people lined up 20 feet apart and 

on command began their journey 
through the woods. People were 
walking straight into eight-foot high 
briar patches, brush with visibility of 
six feet, crisscrossing creeks and 
OCcasionally having a nice stroll in 
the woods. One person might have 
a nice walk, yet 20 feet away the 

team member might be 
enmeshed in a briar tangle. But it 
was their job to forge on through 
without help as that would destroy 
the line. Our team leaders, a U. 

S. Forest Service employee and a 

Jasper County Sheriff, always kept us 
in line and moving forward." 

next 

Adding to it all, there was cold 

rain, very sticky mud, ornery cattle, 
wild hogs, poison ivy, barbed wire 
fences and sometimes bank-full 

creeks. Then, when the weather 

warmed they were confronted with 
snakes, mosquitoes, chiggers, and 
tornadoes. And in the end, a race 
against time to beat the "green-up'", 
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an which could make 
difficult job next to impossible. 

After several days searching 
with volunteers, FEMA and NASA 
decided to bring in Incident 
Management teams. At this time 

federal firefighting crews were 

dispatched from all across the 

country and began to replace the 
volunteer search effort. There is 

always something special about 
volunteers coming to a situation like 
this and giving of themselves, doing 
all manner of things to help. This 
case was certainly no exception. 
There were Over 2,000 people 
volunteering and many of them beat 
themselves up pretty badly getting 

already 

The local people were 
fantastic. Among a myriad of 
things, they let searchers tramp 
across their land and climb on their 
fences. They volunteered their 
bedrooms so that some of the 
searchers would have a place to 
stay, and astoundingly, before the 

caterers arrived, a handful of 
Hemphill volunteers served some 

32,000 meals at no charge to 
"We anyone. estimated they 

provided us $620,000 in services for 
free!" marveled Ranger Beard. 

By February 12h, the Forest 
Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
National Park Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Service and State Foresty 
Organizations were called on to 
bring the Incident Command System 
and their wildland firefighters to 
finish the job. Many don't realize 
that, aside from their role in fire 
suppression, these federal wildland 

firefighting teams, using the 
Incident Command System, are also 
called on to help with everything 
from hurricane disasters and the 

through the brush and contending 
with the other elements. 
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aftermath, to the recent outbreak of 
the fatal virus, Exotic Newcastle 
Disease, that effects all bird species 
and is the world's most infectious 
poultry disease. It was the first time 
FEMA requested an Incident 
Management Team to be used in an 
operational mode, rather than solely 
for logistical support purposes. 

This mid-February blitzkrieg 
arrival of Incident Management 
Teams and wildland firefighting 
crews propelled and improved the 
ongoing search efforts. Just as if it 
were a summer wildland fire, these 
people rotating in and out by the 
hundreds, from February through 
April, heeded their country's call. 
They responded to this non-wildland 
fire event (using the same dispatch 
coordination and mobilization 
system) from practically every state 
in the Union. These are the men 
and women who staff the all 
important Incident Command 
System (ICS) positions. They are 
experts in logistics, operations, 
fiscal management, planning and 
safety. They bring with them the 20 
person wildland fire suppression 

Astronaut "Dom" Gorie said 

that in those first days, after the 
accident, his NASA team drew a line 
four miles wide and 240 miles long. 
"We thought we could ground search 
it. It was audacious. It was crazy. 
But the Forest Service signed up for 
it. They went out and got it started 
and never thought twice about it." 
Wayne Farley, FEMA's Chief of 
Operations on the Columbia 
recovery incident, reinforced this 
when he said, "When we asked the 
forest guys (Texas Forest Service 
and the U. S. Forest Service) if they 
thought they could do this, it wasn't 
a 'we think we can', it was a definite 
'yes'. That showed the dedication 
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and attitude of those people. And 
the success of our search just 
mushroomed from there." 

Before it was over, more than 
130 federal, state and local 
agencies, and 270 volunteer groups 
and private organizations joined 
forces under the leadership of FEMA 
and the Texas Forest Service, to help 
in this unparalleled national 

undertaking. 
More than 22,000 people 

spent 1.5 million hours on the 
search. They found more than 
82,500 pieces of the Columbia 
Space Shuttle, weighing Some 

84,000 pounds almost forty 
percent of the shuttle's dry weight. 
This astounding total is more than 
three times what the professionals 
predicted could be recovered. The 
mission was the largest search effort 
ever carried out in the United States 
and is the country's first "National 
Homeland Security" incident. Of the 
167 potential hazardous material 
finds, only 50 were actually 
hazardous. It's a credit to the 

incident's precautions, training and 
protocol that no one was ever 

exposed or injured by hazardous 
material. Sadly, Texas Forest Service 
aviation specialist, Charles G. Krenek 
of Lufkin and pilot J. "Buzz" Mier of 
Rayne, Arizona, were killed March 
27 when their helicopter crashed 
while searching for shuttle parts 
over the Angelina NF. 

It is a tribute to the Forest 
Service, and the people who 
pioneered and developed the ICS 
that is employed often to manage 
catastrophic events whenever and 
wherever they occur. 

Much more could be said 
about the heroic efforts of all the 
people who worked so hard for the 
success of this important mission. 
As with anything like this, there are 
many stories to tell. The Forest 

crews who quickly became highly 
competent space shuttle searchers. 
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M
useum

 

for 

the 

county, 

active 
in 

ru
n

s Church, 

and 

stays 
on 

top 
of travel 

are 

environm
ental 

work 

for 

S&W
CD, 

RC&D; 

County 

Planning 

Commission 

busy 

and 
the 

Church. 

Also 

involved 

with 

and 

tourism
 

in 

th
e 

area. 

a farm
land 

preservation 

group 

(it includes 

forests) 

with 

the 

N
orthern 

Neck 

Land 

Conservancy. 

Then 

here 

Tributary 

Strategies 

for 

our 

rivers 

flowing 

into 

the 

Chesapeake 

Bay. Living 
on 

the 

Rappahannock, 

that gives 
me 
a bit 

m
ore 

to
 

do. 
I gave 
up 

Our 

grandson, 

Carlton, 

whom 

V
olunteer 

with 

the 

Bay 

Program
 

in 

Hopefully 

they 

will 

have 

and 

days 

were 

getting 
too 

stressful. 

we 

raised, 
is now

 
a M

arine 

stationed 

in 

the 

Pacific, 

shipboard 

out 
of 

Annapolis; 
those 
long 

Irag 

settled 

before 
he 

gets 
his 

next 

She 
as 

in 
V

irginia 
we 

l'm
 

issues. 
working 

O
kinaw

a. 

m
ove. 

R
anger. 

Y
ou 

have 

been 

so 

faithful 
in 

this 

endeavor 

for 

the 

past 
15 

years, 

and 
I can 

certainly 

understand 
your 

wish 
to

 

retire, 

but 

you 

will 
be 

sorely 

G
ood 

luck 
to 

you 

both 
in

 

the future, 

and 

thanks, 

again, 

for 

the w
onderful 

job 

you 

have 

done. 

as 
w

riters 

well Even 

though 
I do th

e 
as 

of 

0. D. Sm
ith, 

Russellville, 
AR 
- Thank 

you 
so 

m
uch 

fo
r 

all 

your 

hard 

w
ork. 

| look 

forw
ard 

to
 

receiving 

The 

Dixie R
anger 

and 

reading 

about 

all 

the 

personally, 

they 

alm
ost 

alw
ays 

refer 

recent 

to 

som
e 

person 
or 

place 

that 

brings 

all 
ancient 
history. 

happenings, back 

a mem
ory. 

people. like 
Frank 

S&PF 

Thanks 

for 

th
e 

great 

w
ork 

you do 
in 

putting 

out 

The 

Dixie 

R
anger, 

though 
my 

jobs 
in 
the 

South 

were 
in 

Research, 
I worked 

with 

and 

knew Regrettably, 
I see 

too 

m
any 

of 

those Finison 

w
ho 

w
as 

a classm
ate 

at 

N
C

 State, 

and 

M
ary 

LeG
rand 

who 

was 
at 

M
onks 

Corner 
in 

1948 

w
h

en
I 

got my 

first 

job 

with 

the 

Forest 

Service. 

nam
es 

in 

the 

O
bits 

and 
NFS 

editorial 

th
e 

| am
 

sad 
to 

know
 

that 

you 

will from
 

positions 

because 
I know

 

you 
will 
be hard 

to 

replace. 

Y
ou 

have 

done 
a w

onderful 

job 

and 
I wish 

you 
all 
the best 

in 

your 

retirem
ent. 

retiring 
be 

|a
m

 

Bill 

L
eichter, 

C
ovington, 

VÀ 

-It seem
s 

m
ost 

of 
over 
the 

hill 
retirees 

forget 
our 

dues 
until 

we 

look 
at 

th
e n

u
m

b
er 

after 

our 

nam
e. 

I notice 

an 04 

after 

my 

n
am

e 

So 

here 

are 

m
y 

looking 

forw
ard 

to
 

the 

Oral 

H
istories 

year 
with 

A
m

sterdam
 

is 
a unique 

Chuck 

Steele, 

W
oodstock, 

GA 
- dues for 

another 

three 

years. 

Thanks 
for the 

great 

work. 

Heidi 

and 
I did 

your 

Germ
an 

relatives. 

As 

you 

said, 
it's 
a 

and 

beautiful 

city. 

Heidi 
is going 
to retire 

from
 

CD
C 

this 

year, 
so 

we'll put 
a lot 

of 

miles 

on 

the 

Ford Explorer 
to 

visit/re-visit 

m
uch 

of the good 
ole 

USA. 

Seeing 

friends 
will 
be 

N
etherlands 

trip 
last 

part 
of that 

journey. 

great 
area. 

issue 
Intentions." 

February 

"G
ood 

John 
C. B

arber, 

W
arsavw, 

VA 
- Yes, 
I 

had 

the 

last 

issue 

on 

my 

desk 

(not always 
in 

sight) 

with 

those 

paving 

Francene 

and 
| are 

still 
in 

rem
inded 

me 
- enclosed 
is my 

check 

to
 

avoid 

forgetfulness 

next 

winter. 

th
e 

reasonable 

health 

and 

stay 
on 

the 
go working 

with 

local 

activities 

and 

of 

stones 

Receiving 

7 

m
issed. 

| do 

not 

think 
I w

ould 

like to
 

follow
 

in 

your 

footsteps. 

know
 

n
o

t 

m
any 

and 

the 

order 

fo
rm

 
in

 

th
e 

June 

issue 

dues 

for 

another 

few
 

years. 

of the 

DR. 
I try 
to

 

keep 
up 

with 

what is 

happening 
in the 

Forest 

Service, 

especially 
in 

the 

areas 

w
here 

I spent 

my 

career 

and 

com
pare 

with 
w

hat 



W
olf 

blueberries, 
orange 
butterfly 

has 

been 

one 

of 

the 

best 

m
oves 

in
 my 

life. 
I have 
a sm

all 

greenhouse 

w
here 

| germ
inate 

a few
 

trees 

and 

We 

can 
sit 

and 

flow
ers. 

Right 

now
 

I have 

white 

oak, 

I have 
a garden 

spot 

5
0

 
x 

catalpa, 

cypress, 

buckeye, 

m
arigold, 

l'm
 

on 
a hilI 
ju

st 

150 

feet 

with 

the 

traditional 

veggies W
hile 

som
ew

hat 

rem
ote, 

I'm
 about 

10 

m
iles 

south 
of 
US 72 

on 

blackberries 
and 
raspberries. 

the 

east 

side 
of 

Benton 

County. 

The 

Anyone 

passing 

through 
is 

above 

the 

headw
aters 

of the 

added 

w
elcom

e 
to 

stop 
by 

for 
a visit 
or 

rock 

on 

the 

front 

porch, 

watch 

the W
orld 

go 

by, 

and 

have 
a bit 

of 

ferm
ented 

juice 
of 

the 

grape. 

and 
road 
is paved. 

have 

spend 
the 
night. 

tom
atoes, 

O
ne 

last 

item
, 

if 

any 

one 
Sees 

R
alph 

M
um

m
e, 

ask 

him
 

if 
he 

the 

It is very 
m

anagem
ent 

and 

evident 
it is not 

th
e 

sam
e 

outfit 

that we 
all 

knew
 

so 

well. 
It has 

changed 

took 

place 

in 
the 

past. 

w
ith 

th
e 

tim
es 

for 

the 

good 
or 

bad 

resources 
it 

m
anages. 

O
nly 

tim
e 

will tell 

which. 

| am
 

rem
inded 

of 

what my 

first 

R
anger, 

L. 
R. Sm

ith, 

told 

me 

organization 

one 

day 

early 
in

 
my 

career. 

We 

think 

we 

are 

doing 

w
hat 

is best 

for 

these 

It seem
s 

we 

w
ere 

w
rong 

lands, 

but 
it will 
be 

left 
to

 

th
e 

next generation 
to 

determ
ine 

if we 

w
ere 

in 

our 

efforts 

in 

w
ildlife 

control 

m
easures 

if the 

present 

generation 

is 

C
O

rrect 

in
 

th
eir 

assessm
ent 

of 

J. V. M
acN

aughton, 

H
arrisonburg, 

VA 
- As usual, 
I enjoyed 

the February 

issue 
of The 

Dixie 

Ranger. 

After 

reading 

my 

old 

boss 

Ernie Finger's 

note, 
| check 

my 

address 

label 

and 

sure 

enough, 

l'm
 

behind. 

H
ere's 

2004 

R
ichard 

M
arsalis, 

A
shland, 

MS Like 
a num

ber 
of 

others, 
I m

eant 
to 

Forgetting 
is becom

ing 

send 

dues 

w
ith 

th
e 

last 

issue 
of 

DR, but 
it got 

buried 

on 

my 

desk 

and 
I 

m
ore 

frequent 

now
 

fo
r 

som
e 

reason. 

H
ere 

is a check 

for 

three 

years 
at the n

ew
 

rate. 
forgot. 

Y
ou 

have 

I was 
Sorry 

to 

read 

that 

you are 
retiring 
as 

Editors 

of 
the 

Dave 

L
arson, 

A
lpharetta, 

GA 
- l'm

 reporting 
the 

death 
of AI 

Friedrick. 
I 

checked 

all 

the 

back 

issues 
of The Dixie 

R
anger 

and 

couldn't 

find 
it. 

T
hat 

does 

not 

m
ean 

it w
asn't 

there 
-

Al's 

daughter 

wrote 

me 

last 

M
ike 

| was The 
only 
tim

ber 

| read 

th
e 

DR 

COver 

to
 

cover 

Som
etim

es 

m
ore 

than 

once. 

Sparks 

and 

the 

others 

tell 
a good 

I W
ould 

like 

to 

have 

that 

Speaking 
of M

ike, 
I would 

like 
to 

publicly 

thank 

him
 

for 
his vigorous 

support 

when 

Ken 

Johnson, 

Supervisor, 

NFS 
in 

M
iss, 

com
bined 

the 

tim
ber 

and 

Fire 

shops 

after 

Gene Sirm
on's 

retirem
ent 

and 
I becam

e 
W

ithout 
his 
guidance, 

the 

Staff 

Officer 

over 

both. background 
I had 

was 

Som
e 

m
arking 

in 

the 

early 

60's 
on 

the 

M
endocino 

coaching, 

and 

m
entoring 

| would 

have 

been 
a com

plete 

w
ash 

out. 

overwhelmed. Thanks, 
M

ike. 
NF 
in 
R5. 

yarn. 
talent. 

My 

move 
to 

the 

backwoods 
of 

North 

M
ississippi 

(Benton 

County) 
8 

w
eed. and 

River. 

w
ants 

a Thanks 

again 
for 

everything 

that 

you 

have 

done. 

dog. 

w
hat 

has 

caused 

the 

m
ajor 

fires 
in 

th
e 

W
est 

for 

th
e 

last 

few
 

years. 
I 

believe 

th
e 

jury 
is 

still 

out 

on 

this 

in practices. 
the 

Correct 
0ssue. 

of 

an
d

 
tw

o 

m
ore 

years 
at th

e
 

new
 

rate 
of 

$
1

0
 

per 

year. R
anger 

a w
onderful 

job 

and 

you should 
be 

very 
proud 
of 

th
e 

last 
15 years! 

M
any, 

m
any 

thanks 

for 

what 

at 

th
e 

en
d

 
of th

is 

year. 

you've 

done 
for 

The 

Dixie 

R
anger. 

done 
my 

eyesight 

m
isses 

a lot 

these 

days. O
ctober 

that 

Al 

died 

M
arch 

5, 

2
0

0
1

 



H
ector 
1955 

for 
his 

friend Deluxe 

M
cConnell 

bought 

our 

1977 

Buick 

LeSabre 

and 

M
ike 

Linden 

bought 

our 

M
ickey 

went 

o
n

 
to 

1977 

Toyota 

Carolla, 

both 

while 
in 

the 

RO. 

Of 

special 

interest 
to

 
us was 

becom
e, 

as 

best 
I can 

recall, 
the 

first quarterback 
of the 

D
enver 

Broncos 

bought 

expansion 

team
, 

via 
LÀ 

Tech. 

good 210 

O
ur Slaughter 

Chevrolet 

that 

at 

W
estm

inster 

Oaks 

H
ealth 

C
enter 

after 
a bout 

with 

pneum
onia. O

ur 

teenage 
son. 

officers, 

I would 

probably 
never 

think 

of som
e 

people 
I've 

know
 

in 

the 

past until 

(in 

arranged 

O
dom

 

M
cD

aniel, 

Jr., 

Edm
ond, 

OK 
-

D
uring 

the 

w
inter 

of 2002-2003. 

chronological 

order) 
all 

the 

photos 

which 

we 

had 

accum
ulated 

since 
I cam

e 

into 
the 
FS fam

ily 
in

 

1955. 

I've alw
ays 

had 
a practice 
o

f 

w
riting 

the date-taken 

on 

the 

back 

of our photos, 

So 

this 

really 

w
asn't 

as difficult 

as 
it was 

tim
ne 

consum
ing. 

O
ne 

thing 

that 

struck 

me 

was 

that m
any 

photos 

were 

taken 
at our 

then 

current 

residence, 

often 

w
ith 

our then-current 

cars 

and/or 

trucks 
in the 

background. 

and 
D

ona 

wedding 

40th 

M
arv 

M
eier, 

W
ausau, 

WI -Just 
a note 

to 

acknow
ledge 

that 
| noticed Particularly 

enjoyed 
Mike 

I'm
 

a '3' 

and 
need 

to 

be 
a '4'. Enjoyed 

the 

latest 
Dixie 
Ranger 

-as 

Sparks' 
"H

og 
H

unt" 

and 
the 

m
any 

Y
es, 

the 

snow
 

has 

updates 
from

 
folks 

I knew
 

back w
hen 

- will 
be 

1
0

 

years 
in 

June 

since 

I retired 

and 

m
oved 

North! 

Jim
 

and 

supporting 

This 

past 

w
inter 

| decided 
to

 create 
a phot0-narrative 

album
 

of 

the 

vehicles 

w
e've 

ow
ned 

since 

1955 

and 

the 

houses 

we've 

lived 
in 

(both 

as 

renters 

and 

ow
ners) 

in 

OK, 
FL, 

SC, LA, 

GA, 

AR 

and 

back 
to 

OK. 

To 

my surprise 
I discovered 

that 

we have ow
ned 

tw
enty-nine 

vehicles. 

U
sing 

D
ona's 

m
em

ory 

and 

our 

old 

incom
e 

their 

docum
ents 

and 

other 

sourcesS, 
l was able 

to 

determ
ine 

w
ho 

sold 
us each vehicle, 

who 
we 

sold 
to, 

the 

prices 

paid 
or 

received, 

dates 
of 

ow
nership, 

mileage 

figures, 

description 
of each vehicle 

and 

it's 

equipm
ent 

options, 

The 

album
 

is one 

way 

we 

will pass 
a bit 
of 

our 
FS 

experience 
to 

returnS, 

our 
descendants. 

tax
 

etc. 

O
ur 

that 
rem

em
ber 

w
elcom

e 

mat 
is out. 

Thanks 

for 
all 

Also 

Our 
We did 

drove 
from

 

The 

first 

vehicle 

was 
a 1938 Bogalusa, 

LA, 

to
 

H
eavener, 

OK, 
to 

latest 

is 
a 2000 

Buick 

LaSabre 

Over 

the 

years 

we 

Sold m
ore 

of 

our 

used 

vehicles 

ourselves 

report 
to 

Ranger 

Dave 

Devet. 

sell 
to

 

three 
FS em

ployees, 

who 
| 

Harry 

Kay 

Erwin 

bought 

hope 

received 

good 

service 

from
 

the 

our 

1966 

Chevrolet 

pickup 

truck 

rather 

than 

trade 

them
 

in. 

while 

in
 

the 

Kisatchie 

SO, 

Jim
 

Chevrolet, 
which 

Lim
ited. 

vehicles. 9 

they 
are 

m
entioned 

in
 

The 

Dixie Ranger. 

Thanks 
to 
all 

who 

m
ake 

it 

contributors) 

and 

for 
keeping 

us 
in 

(editors, 

touch 
th

is 
way. 

happen 
Doris 

W
enner's 

travel 

report 

told 

y'al about 

the 

north 

country 

w
e'al 

enjoy (alm
ost) 

m
elted. 

I, too, 

spent 
a few

 days 
on 
the 

N
orth 

Shore 

this 
fall 
and 

Did 

visit 

our 

G
eorgian 

we 

spent 

many 

other 

nice 

fall 
days around 

our 

hom
e 

in 

north 

central 

daughter 

and 

old 

friends 
in 

A
tlanta 

as 

well. 

l'm
 

still 

active 
in 

W
isconsin 

W
oodland 

O
w

ners 

A
ssoC., 

and 

do 
a bit 

of forestry 

consulting 

and 

work a volunteer 
in 

several 

situations 

that 

in
 

my 

ow
n 

w
oods. 

Joleen 
is active 
as 

keep 

her 
in 

contact 

w
ith 

4-6 

year old-kids 
- her 

specialty. 

We 

plan 
to

 

anniversary 

with 

fam
ily 

and 

friends 

O
ur 

year 

around. 
W

isconsin. 
celebrate 

usual! 
in 
June. 

your 
good 

work! 



Betty Wells, Montgomery, AL - Do 
enjoy all the Dixie Rangers and am 
surprised I know as many. 
the "diet" by Jim Wenner. 

Loved 

Glad Jerry Rocket corrected 
Tuskegee NF's place as #1 smallest 
forest. | was in NFs in Alabama 
shortly after Jerry left, but I heard 
many nice things about him. After 
he left they got a clerk and as he 
would say, "Things got a little 

Hate to see you two retire 

from DR but know it is very time 
consuming and you need to go while 
you can enjoy it. 

Great-granddaughter tells 
teacher first day of school that her 
"mamaw' always_fixes sacks for the 
classmates for holidays thank 
goodness she only has 18 the 
grandson had 34! Thank goodness 
school is out for 3 months. 

Walt Fox, Martin, GA - Here is a 
check for my dues for a couple of 
years. Time keeps marching on and 
reminds me that there are many new 
names in the Ranger people who 
started work when I retired and now 
are close to retirement. 

My forestry business 
continues to thrive. Never did I 

think that I would be thinning pine 
stands that I planted 17 years ago! 
Plus my consulting contract with 
Fieldale Farms Corp. continues to 
keep me busy. And, the kudzu 
keeps growing and providing some 
summer activity. A few years ago I 

sold my kudzu treatment equipment 

Elizabeth and I have been to 
Austria (her home country) twice in 
the past 8 months. A beautiful 

My first visit there was country. 
from the air in 1945 when we 
bombed every railroad in the 

I didn't mention that 

10 

during our visits! Most Europeans 
have a handicap - smoking, and 
there are few restrictions. 

A note here for Jim McConnell 
are you interested in the early 

history (1963-65) of the Nation's 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Program? | 
was the USDA Southeastern Study 
Team member and responsible to 
Rik Eriksson (Deputy RF). 

Betty and Bert - I can only 
echo what all of us think - you do a 
super job with the Ranger. 

SEARCH FOR EDITORS A SUCCESS 

Dave and Peggy Jolly are the new 
Editors of The Dixie Ranger. They 

will assume the editorship in January 
2005 beginning the 35h year of 
existence of the Southern Region's 
Retirees' Newsletter. There have 
been only three editors during this 
time beginning with Tom Hunt, 
followed by Rip Williams, and then 
Bert and Betty Bray. 

Dave retired from the Regional 
Forester's position in Region 1 in 
1995. He has worked in Region 8, 
9, the WO, Regions 3 and 1. Dave 
began his career on the Francis 
Marion NF in S. C. He has served as 

Deputy Forest Supervisor, Ozark NF. 
After completing one year of post 
graduate work at the University of 
Washington, he was assigned as the 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
in the R.O. He later served as Forest 
Supervisor of the Shawnee in Illinois. 
Next, a term in the Chief's office as 

Deputy Director of Timber 

better." 

and now contract all the work. 

country. 



Management. Dave was a Deputy 
Regional Forester and Regional 
Forester of Region 3 in Albuquerque. 
From Albuquerque Dave went to 
Missoula as Regional Forester. 

Peggy has had a varied career 
in real estate and as a tax consultant 
with H&R Block. She worked in the 
Comptroller's office of George 
Mason University in Northern 
Virginia. While in the D. C. area, 
Peggy served as Secretary to the 
Chairman of the Merit System 
Protection Board. In Albuquerque, 
she worked as a civilian at Kirtland 
Air Force Base. 

We are indeed fortunate to 
have Dave and Peggy as our Editors. 

ASTOUNDING EDITORIAL WORK 
By Ed Littlehales 

The annual Society of American 
Foresters convention was held in 
Atlanta in 1962. Forest Service 

people provided the core of planners 
for the event. We were also charged 
with handling the publicity. Jim 
Vessey, Regional Forester, urged his 
I&E people to do their best to 
highlight the SAF meeting. 

Background articles, 
photographs, tables, charts and 
interviews with important speakers 
were prepared. All submitted to The 
Atlanta Journal and Atlanta 

Constitution, plus other major radio, 
TV, and print media in the Southern 
Region of the USFS. 

We even had the temerity to 
draft editorials for the two Atlanta 
papers. Editorials are the sole 
prerogative of publishers, but we 
took a chance it might give them an 
idea. We worked very hard to 
showcase the SAF meeting - hoping 
to get some little mention of an 
event about which most readers 
cared little. The theme of the 

11 

convention was something like 
"Planning for the Year 2000." 

The Cuban missile crisis broke 
a day or two before the conference 
opened Sunday, October 21, 1962. 
There was widespread concern that 
attacks might be launched against 
the U.S. Miami and Atlanta were 
under high alert. We figured that 
our efforts would be overshadowed 
by the international crisis, and that 
our publicity efforts had been for 
naught. 

To Our amazement, the 

Sunday Atlanta papers front-paged 
the SAF conference, and Our 
suggested editorial was the lead on 
the editorial page. It was really 
astounding we could not 

understand why our stuff had not 
been pushed to the back page or cut 
entirely. 

Several days later, I visited my 
contact on the editorial board to ask 
what happened. With a broad grin 
he told me that the hysteria of a 
possible attack on U.S. soll bothered 
them, and they needed a way to 
defuse the growing public concern 
and calm their readers. "What better 
way than to highlight the arrival in 
Atlanta of several hundred 

professional foresters planning a 
half-century ahead for the future of 
our forests?" 

So they not only front-paged 
our message, but ran several photo 
sheets and interviews during the 
several day convention. We stole the 
headlines from the crisis, and even 
were played right along side 
President Kennedy's October 22 
successful demand that the Soviet 
Union dismantle its missile bases in 
Cuba. 

The SAF headquarters in 
Washington was ecstatic with the 
publicity - the best they ever had for 
a convention. Never did tell them 
how it happened. 



Correction Our apologies to 
Raleigh Meadows whose retirement 
on January 15 was reported as 

The Positive Side of Life ... 

...Living on Earth is expensive, but it 
does include a free trip around the 
sun every year. 
...Birthdays are good for you; the 
more you have, the longer you live. 

Submitted by Jim Wenner, AR 

IN MEMORIAM 

Joseph Martin, 68, husband of 
retiree,( Elinor.) died April 16 in 
Lilburn, GA. 

Don Emerson Williams, 82, of 
Mountaln View, AR, died February 
15. He is survived by his wife of 61 

years,Mary Lowe; two daughters and 
sons-in-law, Revs. Kay and Bob 

Burton of Augusta, AR, and Janet 
and Tom Uttley of Heber Springs; 
and three grandchildren. 

Mr. WIlllams was born in 

Springfleld, MO., on Sept. 21, 1921. 
He graduated from the University of 
Missouri at Rolla. He served in WWll 

and the Korean conflict. His varied 
career all over the United States 
ended as Deputy Director of 

Minerals, USFS, in Washington, DC. 
He was the Project Engineer on 
Blanchard Springs Caverns. After his 
retirement, he and Mary moved to 
Mountain Vlew. 

John Maslack, 90, died on 

December 22, 2003 in Englewood, 
FL. Mr. Maslack was the Timber 
Staff Offlcer on the Green Mountain 

12 

NF, Vermont, when he retired in 

March 1973 after 37 years of 

service. He graduated from the 
University of Georgla with degrees in 
forestry and engineering. 

Request for Information: 

Larry Grimes, Fire Operations Safety 
Program Manager, RO, Fire & 
Aviation, is compiling a list of fire 
related fatalities. There has not 
been a list maintained before now 
and Larry has gone back in records 
to 1961. Most of the information 
was taken from the Office of Worker 
Compensation Program records. 
There may be names missing from 
the list. If you have knowledge of 
any one who's name should be on 
the list, please notify Larry at 
404.347.1025. Cell phone: 
404.909.0240. 

Mary Lynn Waite, Homochitto 
RD, NEs in Miss. 02.06.0I 

James Burnett, Cherokee NF, 
08.11.00 

Martin Wauson, Magazine RD, 
Ozark, 01.1.99 

Kenneth Bullock, Somerset RD, 
Daniel Boone NF, 11.04.96 

Mary Jo Brown, Brasstown RD, 
Chattahoochee NE, I1.20.94 

Bedford Cash, Tuskegee RD, 
NEs in AL, 02.26.94 

Clifford Dias, Winona RD, 
Ouachita NF, 07.07.85 

Thurman (Paul) Kinner, Poteau 
RD, Ouachita NF, O4.25.84 

James Frizzell, Poteau RD, 
Ouachita NF, 04.25.84 

Brumbelow, 
Homochitto RD, NEs in Miss, 
09.26.83 

Lawrence 

Roscoe Moore, Recreation, RO, 
09.09.8I 

Basil Rollins, Daniel Boone NE, 
05.11.78 

Ralph Meadows retiring. Editors 



Howard Double, Trinity RD, 
NFs In Texas, 03.23.76 

Wallace Merrill, Regional 
Office, 07.22.75 

James Meadows, Croatan RD, 
NEs In NC, 04.03.73 

Carl Heczko, NFs In Texas, 
09.27.72 

Ralph Moyle, RO, 02.01.71 
Robert Emory, Jefferson NE, 

10.27.70 
Chloe MIllinix, Ozark NF, 

02.25.67 
Cecil McGhee, Homochitto RD, 

NES In Miss, 01.30.67 
John Dllon, Ouachlta NF, 

09.29.66 
Robert Flora, Forest Health 

Protection Unit, 06.22.64 
Lester Elbert, Jefferson NE, 

07.05.6I 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

In 2002, active Forest Service 
employees could not continue thelr 
commitment to roadslde cleanup. 

In May, 2002, the 
environmentally-friendly FS retirees 
of the Ouachita NF took on the Job 
of roadside cleanup of 2 mles of US 
270 near Charlton Recreatlon Area. 

You can tell where the area is, a 
stretch of hlghway right-of-way 
bounded by two signs exclalming: 
"Adopt-A-Highway. The next two 

miles Is malntalned by Ouachita 
National Forest Retirees." Betwcen 

those signs, the roadside 0s cleanl 

So 

On March 19, 2004, the latest 
cleanup, 34 bags of trash, rather 
than the usual 20 were collected. 

Submitted by Jim Wenner 

If there are other active retlree 
groups, please let the Editors know 
so that we may write of your good 
deeds. 
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A BOOK REVIEW 

TREES & WOODLAND IN THE 
BRITISH LANDSCAPE, The Complete 
History of Britain's Trees, Wood's & 
Hedgerows by Dr. Ollver Rackham. 
Great Britaln has a long and varled 
hlstory. Much of that history is 
recorded and the records are still at 
hand both on paper and in the fleld. 
Dr. Rackham has made a life-long 
study of the trees and woodlands of 
England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland. When you attempt to read 
books of this nature you have to 
relearn the English language. For 
Instance, areas covered with trees 
are woodlands. Forests, also called 
chases, are arcas that are mostly 
covered with trees and are owned 

and/or controlled by the Crown or 
Noblity. Without exception both 
woodlands and forests have been in 

the business of providing goods and 
services for hundreds and thousands 
of years. Early on the English 
learned the art and sclence of 
copplce (trees are cut near the 
ground every so often and then 
grow agaln from the stump or stool) 

and pollarding (trees are cut at 8 to 
12 feet above the ground and 
allowed to grown agaln to produce 
successilve crops of wood). They 
also flgured out that you could, 
actually, grow more wood this way. 

Anclent woodlands have been 
under a system of copplce wlth 
standards for more yearS than we 
have been a natlon. Standards are 
trees that have seeded In naturally, 
usually only a few to the acre. Dr. 
Rackham belleves that planted trees 
are an abominatlon and are doomed 

to fallure. The book is just full of 
neat things, that over hundreds of 



Hendee 
in 
Gifford 

Playing 

poker 

well 

into 

the night 

with 

Chief 
Ed 

Cliff 

and 

Budget Pinchot's 
Grey 
Tow

ers. 

O
fficer 

Clare 

Frank 
Pylor, 
Station 

Raising 

against 

Director 

Tom M
cClintock, 

with 

him
 

holding 
3 aces 

M
onday 

m
orning 

| w
as 

property 

man 

said 

"Bert. 

the 

last person 
to 

do 

that 
is 

now
 

in 

Alaska." 

This 

was 
a Friday 

night 

gam
e 

in 
planes 

other 
my 
Private 

th
e 

flying 

with 

Fighting 
a grass 

fire 

alongside 99's 

w
hile 

th
e 

pilots 

told 

jokes 
or 

ranging 

from
 

C
essna 

152's 
to

 

Beech 

the 

O
klahom

a 

State 

Forester. 

license 

while 
a high 

school 

junior). 

Riding 
to

 

the 

top 
of Jam

aica's 

highest 

m
ountain 

in 

the 

'suicide 

seat' 

of 

the 

Chief 

Forester's 

VW
 w

agon, 
to 

have 
a picnic 

on 
a Holy 

passengers 
(| earned 

(U
nofficially) 

cards 

played 
day. 

Control, 
M

ission 

Trying 
on 

a 120-pound 

Flying 

and 

canoeing 

into 

the B
oundary 

W
aters 

Canoe 

Area 
for picnics, 

in
 

betw
een 

four 

consecutive 

placed 
and 

For 

instance, 
It 
m

ust 

Pleach, 

to
 

been 
woodlands 

on 
a bargain 

years, 

the 

British 

have 

done 

to
 

and 

forests. 

W
oodbanks 

are 

m
ounds 

of soil, 

tw
o 

or 

three 

feet 

high 

and 

eight 

Think 

about 

it, 

how
 

in 
their 
w

oodlands. 

accom
panying 

ditch 

that 

the 

soil 

to 

ten 

feet 

w
ide, 

usually 

with 

the 

W
ould 

you 

like 
to 

dig 
a ditch 

by 

labor 

has 

alw
ays 

been 

have 

m
eant 

a lot 
to

 

th
em

 
to 

do 

this 

hand 

around 
forty 

acres? 

expensive 
in E

ngland. 

It seem
s 

to me 

th
at 

it w
ould 

be 

easier 
to

 

m
ake 

a 

interw
eave 

branches, 

vines, 

etc., 

for a hedge 
or arbor. 

M
ost 

w
oodlands 

fence 

and 

pleach 

it. 

have 

also 

been 

used 

for 

pannage, 

the 

fattening 
of 

Review 
by 

Jim
 

M
CConnell 

ETERNAL 
TRUTHS 

of 
types 

all 

W
orking 

for 

the 

last 

tw
enty 

years 
of 

my 

career 

w
ith 

som
e 

of 

th
e
 

finest, 

m
ost 

dedicated 

people 
at all 

experience 

that 

one 

could 

possibly 

hope 

to
 

be 

associated 

w
ith. 

It has 

with 

been 
a privilege 
to

 

share 

another 

fifteen 

years 

w
orking 

alongside 

Betty 

..M
iddle 

age 
is w

hen 

broadness 
of 

th
e 

m
ind 

and 

narrow
ness 

of 

th
e waist 
change 
places. 

...Learn 

from
 

the 

m
istakes 

of 

others. 

You 

can't 

live 

long 

enough 
to 

make them
 

all 
yourself. 

Subm
itted 

by 
Jim

 

W
enner CAREER 

SNIPPETS 
by 

Bert 

Bray 

A
uthor 

U
nknow

n 

O
bstacles 

are 

those 

frightful 

things 

you 

see 

w
hen 

you 

take 

your 

eyes 

off your 
goals. 

Betty 

gave 

me 

this 

opportunity 
to

 recall 

notable 

(at 

least 

to
 

me) m
em

ories 

from
 

my 

Forest 

Service 

days. 

W
hat 

other 

career 

w
ould 

have yielded 

opportunities 
like 

these: 

14 

notified 

that 
I was 

being 

m
oved 

to Research 

Triangle 

Park 

near 

Durham
 

show
ing. 

A
sheville. as 

AO. Space 

at Suit 

H
ouston. 

W
alk 

w
eeks 

of 

E
nvironm

ental 

Education 

w
orkshops 

in 

the 

G
reat 

Lakes 

Area. 

dom
estic 

pigs 
on acorns, 

grazing 
for 

cattle 

and 

taking 

of 

deer. 
It was 
a fun 

book 

to 

read b
u

t 
| certainly 

had 
to 

concentrate 

on the 

language. 

Trees 
&

 

W
oodland 

in 

the 

B
ritish 

L
andscape" 

by 

Oliver 

R
ackham

, 

Phoenix 

Press, 

$21.95 

but 

have 

C
ounter 

for 

less 

than 

five 

bucks. 

Y
our 

library 

can 

probably 

find 
a copy 

| found 

my 

copy 
on 
inter-library 
loan. 

m
any 

cam
e 

from
. 

w
oodbanks 
around 

b
ecau

se 

as helper 
on 

The 

Dixie 

R
anger. 

and 

levels 



short 

a 

and 

the 

evening 

there 

will 
be an 

inform
al 

dinner 

honoring 

the 

people 
of the "outfit" 

and 

their 

contributions 

to
 

Friday 
is "goodbye" 

day 

after 
a 

the 

N
ation 

and 

the 

Forest 

Service. program
 

USFS 
REUNION 
2005 

M
arker, 

John 

Q
uestions 

and 

com
m

ents 

can 

jf3
7

 

m
@

aol.com
 

or 

6681 

H
w

y. 

35, M
t. 

H
ood, 

OR 

97041. 

be 

Y
ou 

may 

wish 
to

 

check 

CELEBRATING 

THE 
4TH 
IN 

M
ONTANA 

By 

Joel 

Nitz, 
AR 

sam
e 

has 
plenty 
of to

 
reach 
from

 
and 
Clark 

The 

2005 

reunion 

and 

100h 

w
ith 

the 

anniversary 
of 

the 

Forest 

Service 
is 

fast 

approaching. 

The 

reunion 

will be 

from
 

Septem
ber 

5 to 
9, 

2005, 
at 

the 

D
ouble 

Tree 

H
otel, 

Jantzen 

B
each 

in 

north 

Portland 

on 

the 

bank 

of the 

C
olum

bia 

River, 

across 

from
 

V
ancouver, 

WA. 

The 

hotel 
is an 

AAA 

Prior 
to

 
the 

reunion, 
there 
will 

Interstate 
5 an

d
 

a short 

distance 

from
 

Portland 

International 

A
irport. 

T
he 

tour 

will 

be 

by 

overnight 

tour 

to
 

A
storia 

and 

Fort C
latsop 

offered 

on 

Septem
ber 

4, w
hich 

will 

start 

and 

end 
at the 

hotel. 

a special 
Lewis 

itinerary 

will 
be 

offered 

starting 
on 

bus 

and 

boat 

and 

will 

visit 
a num

ber 

of Lew
is 

and 

C
lark 

historic 

sites along 
the 

scenic 

low
er 

| cannot 

My 

m
em

ory 
is vague 

on 
a lot of 

things 

that 

occurred 
in 

the 

tw
o W

arland, 

M
ontana, 

on 

the 

W
arland 

sum
m

ers 

that 
| was 

stationed 

in 

R
anger 

D
istrict, 

K
ootenai 

N
ational 

The 

first 

year 
| W

orked 

rem
em

ber 

but 

I'II 

try 
to

 

recall 

the nam
es 

of so
m

e 

of 

th
e
 

m
en 

l w
orked 

D
ougal 

G
ilchrist, 

the 

genial 

there, 
I was 

still 

single. 

young 

fellow
 

who 

was 

th
e
 

D
istrict 

Fire 

D
ispatcher 

and 

his 

shaggy 

haired 

dog 

com
panion. 

R
anger 

was Roy 

Lew
is, 

of 

course. 

The 

A
ssistant 

R
anger 

escapes 

my 

m
em

ory, 

but 
I 

H
is 

wife 

had 

begged 

rem
em

ber 

that 

his 

wife 

was 

from
 

A
labam

a. 

T
he 

A
ssistant 

had 

lo
st 

his ring 

finger 

w
hen 

it 

got 

caught 
on 

the side 

boards 

of 

the 

truck 

as 

he 

him
 

to 

w
ear 

the 

ring!!! 

One 
of 

the 

brief 

and 

R
eunion 

registration 
is all 

day M
onday, 

follow
ed 

by 

an 

evening 

gathering, 
w

elcom
ing 

cerem
onies. 

social 

area. 
about 
all 

M
etro 

T
uesday 

is day 

tours 

to
 

a num
ber 

of scenic 

places 

in 

the N
orthw

est, 

including 

M
t. 

St. 

H
elens, 

Colum
bia 

G
orge, 

Tim
berline 

Lodge 

on 

M
t. 

H
ood, 

O
regon 

w
ine 

country 

in 

the 

registration 

package 

Portland 

tours, 
including 

Lew
is 

and 

Clark, 

will 

Com
plete 

inform
ation 

available 
in 

early 

2005. 

th
e 

W
ednesday 

is for 

renew
ing 

friendships 

and 

"m
ini" 

reunions 
of regions, 

stations, 

forests 

and 

series 
of 

Chief 
and 
staff 

Thursday 
is centennial 

and 

presentations 

about 

our 

history 

and 

will 

join 
us for 

this 

celebration. 

In 

nostalgia 
day 
with accom

plishm
ents. 

15 

launching 
the 

"O
utfit" 

into its 

next 

cen
tu

y
 

of service. 

breakfast, 

buffet 

to
 

sen
t 

out 
the web 

site: 
w

w
w

.oldsm
okeys.com

. 

Colum
bia. 

easy 
to

u
r 

diam
ond, 

Septem
ber 

9. 

parking, 
is 

second 

triple 
be 

A
 

su
m

m
er 

students 

w
as 

E
arl 

B
erndsten 

w
ho 

becam
e 

a close 

friend 

for 

all 

Forest. 

jum
ped 

off. 
these 
years. 

with. 

and 
be 

other 

FS 

units 

follow
ed 

by 
a special 

dinner 

celebrating 
the 

people 
of the 

Forest 

Service. 



w
orked 

not 
real 

we 

rugged. 

Irene's 

brown 

and 

white saddle 

shoes 

stood 
the 

trip 

real 

well. At 

lunch 

tim
e 

we 

rested 
on 
a creek 

section 
of the 

trail 

was 

bank 

and 

used 

som
e 

canned 

corn for 

bait 
as 

we 

caught 
a few

 

trout. 

'm
 

not 

sure 

how
 

we 

handled 

the 

diligently 

with 
my 

m
ate 

by 
my 

side. Irene 

was 
a real 

sport 

and 

was 

sh
e surprised 

w
hen 

we 

calculated 

that 

O
therw

ise, we 

had 

worked 
1

l 

miles 

that 

day. 
The 

Forest 

th
e 

One 

day, 

w
hen 

we 

were 

still living 
at 

th
e 

R
anger 

Station, 
we 

were saddened 

w
hen 

one 
of our 

horses 

got 

sick. 

The 

Ranger 
did 

everything 

he 

knew
 

how, 

but 

the 

horse 

was 

called 

dow
n 

and 

did 

not 

respond 

favorably. 

Supervisor 
in 

Libby 
for 

instructions. 

The 

poor 

horse 

had 

to
 

go. Ranger 

got 

his 

rifle 

and 

took 

care 
of 

th
e 

m
atter 

quickly. 

Ranger 
The 

not 

herself, 

Sw
ede 

D
aklin 

and 
I w

orked 
as 

The 

next 

sum
m

er 

R
olly 

th
e 

trail 

m
aintenance 

crew
 

th
e
 

first (R
oland), 

a jolly 

fellow
, 

and 
I w

orked 

on 

the 

trail 

m
aintenance 

for 

several 

days. 

Irene 

and 
I stayed 
in 

the 

cabin 

under 

th
e 

tow
er. 

Rolly 

'holed 

up' 
in 

th
e 

tow
er 

itself. 

The 

first 

day 

out, Rolly 

an
d

 
| cam

e 

back 
in 

th
e 

dark. know
ing 

w
hat 

to
 

expect. 

W
ere 

we lost, 

injured 
or 

w
orse, 

confronted 
by a grizzly 

bear? 
The 

location 
of 
the 

B
ut 

Irene 

called 

us 

We 
We 

m
eal 

W
e 

Irene 
We 
had 
a 

in 

So 

How 
pleasant 
it is to 

recall, 

after 
the 

road 

was 
punched 
out, w

hen 
Earl 
and 

Dougal 

drove 

up 
to 

th
e 

tow
er 

with 

som
e 

goodies 
to

 

eat, 

had 

plenty 
of A

rgentine 

corned 

beef, 

including 

steak 

and 

ice 

cream
. offered 

som
e 

to
 

D
ougal's 

dog 

but 
he just 

took 
a sniff 

and 

tu
rn

ed
 

aw
ay. 

but 
it was 

hardly 
palatable. 

By 

th
e 

w
ay, 

m
uch 

of 
our 
rations 

T
his 

Well, 

we 

m
isjudged 

our 

tim
e we 

thought. 

W
hen 

all 

this 

was 

duly 

to 

return 

and 

cam
e 

back 

later 

than brought 
to 

Irene's 

attention, 

she 

going 
to 

leave 

her 

behind 
the 

next 

forthrightly 

told 
us 

that 
we weren't day! 

Irene's 

duty 
on 

the 

following 

day 

w
as 

to
 

carry 

our 

w
ater. 

| tried 

to m
aintenance 
repair 
broken 

W
hen 

we 

finally 

returned 
Irene trail 

W
e 

w
anted 

an 
explanation. 

telephone 

lines, 

replace 

insulators, 

rem
ove 

obstacles 

such 
as dow

ned 

trees 

crossing 

the 

trail, 

brush 

that had 
encroached 

during 
the 

past year, 

rocks 

that 

had 

rolled 

into 

the right-of-w
ay 

and 

th
at 

we 

carry 
all 

our gear, 

telephone 

wire, 

wire 

cutters, 

rope 

and 

com
e-alongs 

to
 

stretch 

and splice 
w

ire, 

crosscut 
saw

, 

ax, 
rope, with 

spikes 
to 

clim
b 

and 

re-hang 
the 

wire 

splices, 

telephone 

tree 

clim
bers 

16 

fish. 

to
w

e
r 

w
as 

quite 

rem
ote. 

T
here 

w
as 

beside 

no 

m
ean

s 

tO
 

C
om

m
unicate 

w
ith 

us 

repeatedly, 
in 
vain. 

w
as 

o
n

 

the 

trail. 

S
u

m
m

er. 

Irene 

w
ere 

in cans 
on 
w

hich 

th
e 

labels 
had 

preparation, 
we m

ight 

have 

opened 

three 

cans 

of peaches 

instead 
of three 

different 

kinds 
of 

vegetables. 

C
anned 

butter 

felt 

just 
a bit 

different 

th
an

 
a can 

of peas, 

for 

exam
ple, 

had 

to
 

trek 

dow
n 

th
e 

m
ountain 

off. 

about 
a m

ile 
to our 

spring. 
I carried 

case 

of 

soap, 

but 

little 

w
ater. 

W
ash 

w
ater 

cam
e 

from
 

w
hen 

we 

shook 

them
n. 

a 5-gallon 

can 
of 

w
ater 

on 

m
y 

back carried 
a gallon 

slung 

over 

her 

and 
a gallon 
in

 

each 

hand. 

som
e 

ponded 

w
ater 

left 

over 

from
 

long 

fallen 

m
elted 

sn
o

w
 

an
d

 

ice. 

shoulder. 

w
ire, 

lunch 

and 

w
ater, 

of 

course, 

and 
other 

m
iscellaneous 

tools 
and supplies. 

We 

began 

w
ork 

as 

we 

left th
e 

tow
er 

and 

w
hen 

we 

estim
ated 

we did 

enough 

for 

the 

day, 
we 

turned 

around 

and 

dead-headed 

back 

up 

had 
to 
be 

wide 

enough 

and 

high 

th
e 

m
ountain 

to
 

our 

tow
er. 

The 

trail 

enough 

for 
a horse 

w
ith 

rider 
to 

walk 

through 

w
ithout 

interference. 

that 
required 
that 

explain 



and 
of 

the 

w
ith 

M
ountains 

excitem
ent 

about 
a week 
or 

so, 

the 

bear 

looked 

tor 

greener 

pastureS 

and 

we 

sort 
of 

isolated 

and 

prim
itive 

environm
ent 

coping K
ootenai 

the challenges 
of 

m
issed 

M
ontana. 

th
e 

n 

do 
for 

to
 

our 
first 
w

edding 

W
ith 

lo
w

 

fire 
danger, 

we 
were perm

itted 
to

 

com
e 

off 

th
e 

tow
er 

one weekend. 
It so 

happened 

that 

that 

excitem
ent? 

We 

visited 

the 
J. Neil saw

 

mill! 

To 

this 

day 
my 

bride 
of 55 years 

often 

rem
inds 

me 

and 

tells 

W
hat 

everyone 

else 

how
 

rom
antic 

that 

A
fter 

a few
 

days 
at B

anfield 
(?) tow

er, 

Irene 

an
d

 
I w

ere 

assigned 
to Siegler 

(?) 

tow
er 

for 

the 

rest 
of 

the We 

asked 

th
e 

R
anger 

for som
e 

fresh 

vegetables 

and 

m
eat. 

He left 

us 

1
2

 

dozen 

w
ieners 

at th
e 

end 

of 

th
e 

trail. 

W
e, 

of 

course, 

m
arched 

S
om

e 

w
as 

Incidentally, 

my 

m
other 

had 
W

hen 
operations 
were 

business 

connection 

betw
een 

my grandfather 

and 
J. Neil 
in 

northern 

there 

established 
in 

Libby, 

sons 

G
eorge 

told 

W
e 

ate 

w
ieners 

as 

fa
st 

as 

we There 

w
as 

no 

cooling 
or refrigeration 

and 

after 
a dozen 
or 

So, 

we 

had 

to
 

pitch 

the 

m
olding 

| buried 

th
em

 

at a designated 

site 

where 

our 

bathroom
 

(H
A

) 

w
as 

located. 

From
 

our 

throne, 

the 

360° 

view
 

of our 

surroundings 

was 

great! 

A
 

few
 

days 

later, 
on 

the Fourth 
of July, 

we m
ade 

our 

daily 

trip 
to

 

th
e 

'dum
p'. 

Irene, 
in 

front, 

(ladies 

first, 

you 

know
) 

all 

of 
a sudden 

stopped 

w
hen 

she 

saw
 

bear 

on 

the 

trail. 
It was 

probably 
a 2 

or 
3 year 

old 

an
d

 
as 

surprised 
as 

we We 

slow
ly 

backed 

off 

and m
ade 

our 

way 

back 

to 

th
e 

tow
er 

in 

w
hich 

we 
resided. 

L
ater 

we 
But 
nobody 

there 
only 
to

 

The 

R
anger 

station 

included 

They 
lived 

off 
the 

living 
quarters 
consisting 

of 
a bunk 

Irene 

and 
I slept 

in 
a tent. 

house 
and 
m

ess 

hall 
for 

the 
road 

crew
, 

the 

packer 

(horse), 

and 

a few
 

W
hen 

Irene 

and 
| cam

e 

dow
n 

from
 

Siegler 

Tow
er, 

we 

also ate 

at th
e 

m
ess 

h
o

u
se 

w
ith 

th
e others. 

We 

w
ere 

so 

anxious 

to
 

share 

O
ur 

experiences 
at th

e 

to
w

er 
th

at 
we 

on 

hung 

Not 

ow
ning 

a gun, 
I now

 

kept a double-bitted 
ax 

w
ith 

me 

m
ost 

of the 

tim
e. 

I thought 
I could 
at least 

try 
to 

fend 

hinm 

off 
at night 
at the head 

of the 

stairs, 

should 

the 

bear think 
of 

giving 

us 
a visit. 

W
ell, 

we 

and 

the 

bear 

sort 
of 

respected 

each 

other's 

territories. 

We let 

him
 

have the 

rest 
of the 

exhum
ed 

w
ieners 

w
hile 

we 

tried 

to
 

carry 

out 

our routine 

duties. 

Tw
ice 

a day 
| had 
to check 

fire 

conditions 
at 
a secondary 

lookout, 

which 

was 

used 
to 

detect 

sm
oke 

from
 

trains 

running 

through 

the 

valley 
far 

below
. 

After 

the 

bear cam
e, 

Irene 

stayed 
in 

the 

prim
ary 

tow
er 

so 

she 

could 

check 

my 

goings 

and 

com
ings 

from
 

th
e 

other 

tow
er 

about 
a quarter 

m
ile 

aw
ay. 

The 

bear left 

calling 

cards 

and 

m
essed 

up th
at 

17 

Saturday 
was anniversary. w

as! 

dow
n 

the 
2 m

iles 
of trail 
to 

w
here 

th
e 

road 

ended 

and 

picked 

up 

the box 
of groceries. 

Sum
m

er. 

and 

W
alther 

w
ere 

in charge 

of 
the m

ill 

and 

th
e 

w
oods 

operations. 

Both 

staunch 
Lutherans, 
they 

built 
a L

utheran 
church 

and 
a hospital 
for 

that 
me 

this 
com

m
unity. 

W
isconsin. 

could. 
w

eenies. 
w

ere. 

responded. 

Finally, 

som
eone 

quietly 

told 

us 

that 

there 

was 
a new

 

policy: 

w
ere 

to
 

forbid 

anyone 
to

 

speak, 

unless 
it 

w
as 

like 

"P
lease 

pass 

th
e 

butter." 
In 

th
e
 

m
eantim

e, 

we 

got 

the 

cold 

stare w
ere 

told 

that 

m
eals 

w
ere 

for 

eating 

only: 
an 

alm
ost 

universal 

practice 
in 

just 
jabbered 
aw

ay. 

of 

our 

"friendly 

cooks." 

cooks 

lum
ber 

cam
ps 

all 

over. 

prepare 

m
eals. 

Station. 
others. 

The 

clothesline 

close 
to

 

th
e 

tow
er. 

After 

w
ash 

Irene's 



THE YEAR 1904 - SOME FACTS 

This is hard to believe, but 
true! The year is 1904. What a 

difference a century makes! Here are 
some of the U. S. statistics for 1903: 

The average life expectancy in 
the U. S. was 47 years. Only 14 
percent of the homes in the U.S. had 
a bathtub. Only 8 percent of the 
homes had a telephone. A three 
minute call from Denver to New York 
City cost eleven dollars. 

There were only 8,000 cars in 
the U.S., and only 14 miles of paved 
roads. The maximum speed limit in 
most cities was 10 mph. 

Alabama, Mississippi, lowa, 
and Tennessee were each more 

heavily populated than California. 
With a mere 1.4 million residents, 
California was only the 21%-most 
populous state in the Union. 

The tallest structure in the 
world was the Eiffel Tower. 

The average wage in the U. S. 
was 22 cents an hour. The average 
U. S. worker made between $200 
and $400 per year. A competent 
accountant could expect to earn 
$2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per 
year, a veterinarian between $1,500 
and $4,000 per year, and 

mechanical engineer about $5,000. 
More than 95 percent of all 

births in the U. S. took place at 
home. 

Ninety percent of all U. S. 
physicians had no college education. 
Instead, they attended medical 
schools, many of which were 
condemned in the press and by the 
government as "substandard." 

Sugar cost four cents a pound. 
Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. 
Coffee cost fifteen cents a pound. 

Most women only washed 
their hair once a month, and used 
borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 

18 

Canada passed a law 

prohibiting from poor people 
entering the country for any reason. 

The five leading causes of 
death in the U. S. were: 

1. Pneumonia and influenza 
2. Tuberculosis 

stars. 

3. Diarrhea 
4. Heart Disease 
5. Stroke 

The American flag had 45 
Arizona, Oklahoma, New 

Mexico, Hawaii, and Alaska hadn't 
been admitted to the Union yet. 

The population of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, was 30. 

Crossword puzzles, canned 
beer, and iced tea hadn't been 
invented. 

There was no Mother's Day or 
Father's Day. 

One in 10U.S. adults couldn't 
read or write. Only 6 percent of all 
Americans had graduated high 
school. 

Marijuana, heroin, and 

morphine were all available over the 
counter at Corner drugstores. 
According to one pharmacist, 
"Heroin clears the complexion, gives 
buoyancy to the mind, regulates the 
stomach and the bowels, and is, in 
fact, a perfect guardian of health." 

Eighteen percent of 

households in the U. S. had at least 
one full-time servant or domestic. 

There were only about 230 
reported murders in the entire U. S. 

And I stole this from someone 
else without typing it myself, and 
sent it to a dozen people in a matter 
of seconds! Just think what it will be 
like in another 100 years. 

Submitted by Bert Bray 

Here is a test to find out whether 
your mission in life is complete. If 
you're alive, it isn't. Richard Bach 
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