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* * * * * 

Friday, December 9th Luncheon / Business Meeting 
Note Change in Day and Date 

 

Make plans to attend the Friday December 9th luncheon & business meeting! Members and 

guests will gather in Atlanta at the Petite Auberge Restaurant in the Toco Hills Shopping Center, 

2935 North Druid Hills Road, at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.    Reservations 

are necessary by December 7th and can be made by calling Nancy Sorrells at (770) 469-5799 or 

Joyce Keith at: 404-229-9888 – leave a message on their answering machine if you do not reach 

one of them.  It is important to let either Nancy or Joyce know if you find that you are unable 

to attend after you have made a reservation because we are charged for the number of 

reservations turned in the day before the luncheon.   
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R-8 RETIREES GET TOGETHER 
 

Northeast Atlanta – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month 

(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The 

restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center just west of Killian Hill Road.                      

Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.  

 

Cobb County Georgia – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet on the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

at the Kennesaw Whistle Stop Cafe, 1200 Earnest Barrett Parkway, Suite #10, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144. 

Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.  

 

Cherokee National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third 

Tuesday of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee, Contact: Kaye Shelton, 423-338-5910. 

 

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of each 

month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com 

 

Jefferson National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd Wednesday of 

even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Charles Blankenship at 

(540) 774-6272. 

 

George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on 

the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off 

I-81 at Exit 240.    Contact:  Eddie Riddle, email, edjoriddle@aol.com. 

 

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area – Retirees, spouses, and friends 

meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the 

location as it may be in a different place each month. (georgelynch@verizon.net.  (828) 369-9722). 

 

Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April 

and 4th Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com. You 

may also contact Glenda Wood (803) 563-5498 woodjg46@outlook.com. 

 

The National Forest in Florida - Contacts are Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 (386-

752-7325) or Joann Webb (Missoumiss@comcast.net ). 

 

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3rd Thursday 

of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Golden Corral in Lufkin, TX. Contact: Carolyn Hughes, 936-875-3328, 

carohug@hotmail.com or Gay Ippolito, 936-632-4852, gipp_253@yahoo.com 

 

National Forests in Alabama – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1st Wednesday in 

February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville. 

Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.  

 

 

If your group meets periodically and you are not listed on this page, please send 

the information to the editor at sidhaggard@att.net.  Thanks. 
  

mailto:carohug@hotmail.com
mailto:gipp_253@yahoo.com
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Letter from the SFSRA President 
Alan Pigg 

 

Fall greetings to all Forest Service retirees and their families, 

 

This summer has been one for the records with 87 straight days with temperatures 

over 90 degrees here in Atlanta. The drought continues as we see our lawns, shrubs 

and gardens wither away.  Even the weeds are wilting.  The cooler temperatures of 

fall are finally here and it is like a breath of fresh air.  We can now enjoy the 

outdoors without melting down. 

     Several of our friends are going through some rough times with health issues and the loss of 

loved ones. Support of family and friends during these times is so important to those who need 

someone to talk to or to remember them. I see on Facebook where old friends are getting together 

and sharing time with others. Our SFSRA has a Facebook page where you can post information 

you want to share with other retirees. I encourage you to attend local retiree get-togethers and keep 

in touch with old friends and co-workers. 

     Our 2018 Forest Service Retiree Reunion planning committee is in full swing with logistical 

location reserved; committees assigned and working; and a web page is being developed.  Sid 

Haggard, Dave Jolly, and Liz Agpaoa are doing a great job organizing and leading this effort.  

They need lots of help and if you would like to take part contact Sid, Dave or Liz.  Currently, our 

www.southernforestretirees.org web site provides the latest information on the planning efforts.  

The new Reunion website will soon go on-line at www.2018.fsrunions.org . 

     We look forward to seeing you at our December 9th SFSRA luncheon and business meeting.  

Bring or invite another retiree to come. 

     The hot days of summer will soon be gone just like the rough times in our life will get better 

with time. Keep in touch and enjoy your retirement. 

 

 

 

* * * * * 
 

Tom Tibbs is retiring as SFSRA Treasurer and Database Manager.  

Thanks, Tom, for the many hours you have expended and the many 

miles you and Ann have driven over the past several years. Your work 

has always been nothing short of outstanding. I'm sure most SFSRA 

members do not know the effort and time it takes to do this job. 

 

                                                                                                                      DR Editor 
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Info from the Chief, Region 8, and Others 
 

Cherokee National Forest acquires land for Appalachian Trail 
The Conservation Fund and Appalachian Trail Conservancy recently helped secure 20 acres 

along the Appalachian Trail for Cherokee National Forest near Watauga Lake. The land will 

allow rerouting a mile of the trail so hikers will have a safer highway crossing and a more scenic 

view from Pond Mountain Wilderness. It will also eliminate one of the last remaining roadside 

sections of the 150 miles of Appalachian Trail on Cherokee National Forest. TCF purchased the 

land in 2014 and recently sold it to the Forest Service. 

 

* * * * * 

West Cobb Retirees Breakfast 
 

 

Left Side, Front to Back:  Bill Hughes, Olen Aycock, Bill Ryburn, Maurice Hoelting, Paul 

Wright, Kathleen Wright, Alan Pigg, Sonny Cudabac. Right Side, Front to Back: Nina Aycock, 

Larry Bishop, Clair Redmond, Bill Speer, Marnie Kruglewicz, Mike Shipley, Sam Halverson 
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Forestry Tools and Instruments Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey Sid-- I attach a note for you about a donation I made of forestry instruments and tools to the 

Cradle of Forestry in North Carolina. I had a great time going to the Cradle and received an 

enthusiastic welcome. Jeff Owenby and his staff were very glad to get these things to help them 

with more stuff for displays and more stuff for teaching. I thought about what my kids would do 

with them and knew that they must be preserved. Ray Johnston 

 

A few months ago I was looking at some old tools I had picked up in my 38 year career in the 

Forest Service. I had a Peavey hook for moving logs as well as a two man log carrier. I also had 

an old compass from the early days in the Forest Service. My abney was a very old one. I also had 

a wooden caliper for measuring logs and it had a Forest Reserve stamp on it. This meant it was 

used from about 1900 to 1905. Finally I had a Spring Board. Most of you know what it is. It was 

a board about 5 feet long with a metal plate attached that would hook into a notch cut 5 feet or 

more up the tree. The fallers would then stand on the springboard and fall the tree. This board was 

from the 1940’s. It had caulk boot marks on it.  

     As I looked at this stuff I thought “What will my kids do with my old tools”?  I called the Cradle 

of Forestry on the Pisgah Forest and talked with Jeff Owenby, the Director. He said they would be 

glad to accept my tools as a gift. I then took a trip to Pisgah Forest with my wife Lori. We donated 

the tools to the Cradle. They were very enthused to get the Tools. They use them for displays and 

for teaching kids who come to the cradle for camps and for instruction on forestry.  

     I am writing to all of you hoping that you might consider donating your old forestry tools and 

instruments to the Cradle of Forestry. They have a great need for our old forestry stuff. 
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Mississippi Retirees 
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THE BACK BONE OF THE FOREST SERVICE 
Michael Sparks 

 

I was most fortunate during my career to be mentored by good people.  

But the most valuable teachings I received were from the realm of the 

Forest Service technicians.   

     My first Summer job was on the Boston Mountain District of the 

Ozark-St Francis NF, then headquartered at Van Buren, AR. The work 

center was at Mountainburg, some 40 miles away. I was hired by Pat 

Thomas, then Wildlife and Range Staff Officer on the Ozark-SF. My job as a Summer student was 

to inventory the grazing resource on the District to determine the feasibility of a cattle grazing 

program. My courses at Arkansas Tech in biology and plant taxonomy led to my recommendation 

to Pat by Dr. Dwight Moore, my taxonomy professor. 

     When I arrived, I met the Ranger, Duane Routh, the assistant ranger, Roger Dennington, and a 

forester, Bob Boardwine. They knew very little of my task but relied upon Pat Thomas’ instruction 

to me. I was given a forest worker as my guide and woods tutor. I’ve mentioned him before in my 

writings. His name was Cleston Serratt. We just called him Cless. Cless was an old “mountain 

boomer” who lived up the “holler” with his family. I’ve told you before of the tricks he pulled on 

me and the fine dinner his wife prepared for me. During the Summer, he taught me woods lore that 

I had never heard about. Such things as “how to identify Ginseng” and why you don’t walk in the 

woods with your hands in your pocket. Never step over a log, step on it and jump or go around it 

“cause there may be a serpent on the other side”. His teachings were invaluable to me and he 

learned things too…how to estimate how many “grams” a sample of Bermuda grass weighed when 

clipped from the random plot although he didn‘t rely upon scientific proof to determine if a cow 

could live on the grass in the area. He knew by instinct cause he had raised many a head of cattle 

in his life. Unknowingly, he helped determine with great accuracy how many head of cattle would 

thrive on the District. 

     My next experience was as a Summer student working on the Piney RD of the Ozark-St Francis 

NF. The Piney is now gone but certainly not forgotten by us older folks. My Ranger was Bill Bodie 

of whom I’ve written many tales before. I learned a lot from him about “people management”. He 

assigned me that Summer to work for the TSI foreman…a man named Dickey Athey. Dickey was 

always fair in his delegations…that’s why on my first day on the TSI crew, he gave me the dullest, 

most used up tree injector on the District. I thought perhaps he just didn’t like students because by 

the end of the first day, my injector blade wouldn’t cut through hot butter because it had hit so 

many glancing blows and landed on rocks. By the end of the first week, I had earned a better tool 

because I learned how to use it. I recall one instance when we were at the lower end of Indian 

Creek, about 3 benches below the truck (½ mile or so) when we ran out of herbicide. He asked if 

anyone wanted to volunteer to go to the truck to retrieve another 5 gallon can (which weighed 

approximately 40 pounds). Nobody spoke up so I said I would go. Now I was still the new kid on 

the block so I headed up the mountain with Dickey on my tail. Guess he was afraid I would get 

lost. But he let me “tote” the juice back down the mountain and all was well. I had earned a bit of 

respect among the crew. Dickey and that crew of 12 men taught me a lot that Summer. When I left 

to return to school, Dickey wished me well and said ”Now you’ve learned how to use a tree 

injector…that’s good because someday you’ll have to oversee the work of others and now you can 

do that because you know how it’s done and what’s required.” That statement has served me well 

in my career. 
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     The next Summer, I worked again on the Piney but this time with the timber marking 

crew…two old mountain boomers by the name of Mickey Cochran and Doyne Curtis. I’ve told 

stories about them in the past. I grew to love these guys and considered myself quite privileged to 

be in their company, especially on a rainy day when it was raining and we had to stay in the vehicle 

cause “we can’t mark timber today, the tally sheet might get wet”. Or if we finished a payment 

unit at 2 o’clock, “We’ll start the next unit tomorrow”. They would hand me the keys and tell me 

to drive to the work center at Dover via Clarksville which was out of the way by a long shot. Yes, 

we wasted some time on those days but other days, we made it up and added some. If we lacked 

half a day to complete a parcel of timber, we might work twice as hard and long to finish it.  I 

recall something Mickey said which proved true… “You may not think you earned your pay today 

but tomorrow, you may think you didn’t get paid nearly enough for the work you put in but 

remember this young feller…it all evens out over time”.  How true. 

     I began my professional career on the Womble District at Mt Ida, AR, near Pine Ridge where 

Lum and Abner told their funny stories on the radio. The Ranger was Warren Hilgemann, the 

assistant ranger was Donald Hurlbut and I was one of three trainee foresters hired by then 

Supervisor of the Ouachita NF, John Tom Koen.  

     My first few months, as I’ve told you before, were not oriented toward forestry work. I did the 

monthly “truck books”, the gasoline inventory, safety plan and other menial tasks but it taught me 

patience and humility. Then I got to work with the timber marking crew, Bill Cobb, Clovis Price, 

Preacher Black, and others of the gang. They taught me the finer art of timber marking and after 6 

months with them, I could stay up with the best. Except I could never outdo Bill Cobb in numbers 

of trees marked in a day.  Their first goal was to accomplish the job they were assigned in the 

shortest time possible with unerring accuracy. 

     It was long about this time that the tree marker certification program began, about 1969. Bob 

Wiese was new to the Forest in the capacity of silviculturist but he also ran the certification 

program. When we took our test, we had 25 saw timber trees and 25 pulpwood sized trees to 

measure both DBH (diameter breast height) and merchantable height. Bob Wiese took our papers 

when we finished and began grading them. Now we didn’t know much about Bob’s management 

style so Bill was looking over Bob’s shoulder when the grading began. Weise stopped, dropped 

his pencil, looked over his shoulder at Bill and said ”I can do a *&%$ of a lot better without you 

looking over my shoulder”. Bill Cobb “wilted” and we all skulked out of the Seed Orchard office 

to await our fate. A couple of us had to retake the pulpwood test but Bill Cobb passed both parts 

with flying colors. His score is probably still the highest ever recorded. 

     Another technician at Mt. Ida, who taught me a lot, some of it not related to Forestry, was Bob 

McClane, also known as “The Round Man”. Anybody who has worked on the Ouachita knows the 

tales about Round Man. One morning early, the Ranger needed to speak with Bob so he called him 

on the radio. Ranger asked him where he was….the reply came back…“I’m at Opal”, now that’s 

some 30 miles away. Now everyone knows that Bob loved fox hunting and had some of the best 

hounds in the South, particularly one named “Well Pulley”. The Ranger looked out his window to 

the highway and there went Bob, with Well Pulley in the back of his truck. Evidently, Bob had ran 

his hounds the previous night and had to retrieve them the next morning. Ranger said “I’ll have to 

speak to Bob about his fast driving”.  

     In 1970, I was reassigned to the Mena RD in Mena, AR. The Ranger was Dave Jolly, the timber 

assistant was Jim Abercrombie and the resource assistant was Victor Gaines. Later, Dave left and 

Barney Sherrar took charge. I was in charge of the District Reforestation and TSI Program, 

working for Jim Abercrombie. I supervised Ray Wiseman, the TSI Foreman. Ray, like many older 
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technicians at that time, had worked for the CCC (Civilian Conservation Program) and had done 

many different projects varying from tree planting to constructing recreation areas following the 

depression. These men were “jacks of all trades” as the expression goes. There were other 

technicians whom I respected and learned from on this District. Ray Hooper, the timber sale 

administrator, had also worked with the CCC. The engineering technician was Nolan Gann, a 

wonderful friend. Nolan saved me a lot of grief one day when the Page Fire had just started, rip 

snorter starting from a hot-box on the KCS railroad. A half mile long front, it started its climb up 

Black Fork Mt. I was dispatched to the fire and was the first to arrive. I drove to the top of the 

mountain to survey the situation and met the fire plow arriving. I instructed him to unload and 

began plowing a line “downhill”. Nolan arrived just then and said in very calm words, “Mike, do 

you think it’s wise to plow downhill as the wind could change and the fire could break over and 

catch the tractor and operator in a “V”? I realized how sensible that was and we hauled our little 

tails back downhill to begin a flanking maneuver. Now if Nolan has not been there, I might be 

living with some really bad memories today. Sure, I had “college training” but that was no 

substitute for on the ground experience that day which Nolan had. Thankfully, nobody was injured 

on that notorious fire except Johnny Head who sat on a hot shovel.   

     These technicians I’ve mentioned had experienced hard times….most came through the Great 

Depression, World War II and helped rebuild the country. They were part of “The Greatest 

Generation” as described by Tom Brokaw in his book by that title. They were dedicated to their 

families, to their job, and to their God and, along the way, managed to have a lot of fun and 

adventures. I count myself as very privileged to have been associated with them. They were then 

and are now, the backbone of the Agency. 

     I will tell you more about my relationship with the technicians in another story as this one is 

getting a bit long. 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

  

Some Thoughts 
 
 

The location of your mailbox shows you how far away from your house you can go in 

a robe before you start looking like a mental patient. 

 

My therapist said that my narcissism causes me to misread social situations. I’m 

pretty sure she was hitting on me. 

 

My 60 year kindergarten reunion is coming up soon and I’m worried about the 175 

pounds I’ve gained since then. 

 

Money can’t buy happiness, but it keeps the kids in touch. 
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                                Lunch in Dalton, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five of us old FS retirees met yesterday In Dalton, GA at the Dalton RR Depot/Museum 

and had lunch and fellowship at the Oakwood Cafe!  Ed Tarver, Mike Beattie, Reese Scull, 

Sonny Cudabac & Jack Callahan 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to all who submitted articles for this November 2016 issue of the Dixie Ranger. Please 

consider writing one for a future issue.  Please try to keep articles under 2 pages; 1 page is 

preferred.  It is difficult to find space for 3 and 4 page articles.  Copyrighted articles must 

have a “Permission to Reprint” from the copyright holder. Photos are welcome. Also, small 

pictures to accompany obituaries are encouraged.  I hope all of you have a  wonderful holiday 

season and safe winter.  

                                                                                                                         - DR Editor 
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                                   IN   MEMORIAM 
 

 

Gerald Barnett      Marvin Black 

 

Philip Etchinson      Walter Fox 

 

Carolyn Holbrook     Clarence King, Jr. 

 

Hazel Koen       Clovis “Smokey” Price 

 

Don Shipman      Kenneth Swain, Sr. 
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Gerald William Barnett Graveside services celebrating the life of 
Gerald William Barnett were held August 6, 2016, at Pinecrest Memorial 
Park, Mena, Arkansas with Reverend Jimmy Brantley officiating. 
     Mr. Barnett, 85, of Pineville, passed from this life on August 1, 2016, at his 
residence.  Mr. Barnett was a member of the Pineville Park Baptist Church 
and retired after 33 years of service for the U. S. Forest Service. Gerald 
enjoyed woodworking, fishing, tennis, and loved spending time with his 
family. He will be missed dearly but his memory will be cherished forever. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents, William Purl and Gladys Ernst Barnett; brother, 
Boyd Barnett and granddaughter, Amanda Jeter. Those left to cherish his memory include 
his wife of 59 years, Elinor Sanderson Barnett; son, Gary W. Barnett and wife, Christy; 
daughters, Donna Sue Vincik and husband, Steven and Cynthia A. Brantley and husband, 
Jimmy; sister, Annalee Wauhob; eight grandchildren; five great grandchildren and two on 
the way; a host of other family members and friends. The family requests that memorial 
contributions be made to the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73123-1718. 

 

 

Rev. Marvin Black, age 85, of Black Springs, passed away October 11, 2016.  He was born 
on July 19, 1931, at Black Springs, the son of James Bolty Black and Ada Lee Spradling Black. 
On August 20, 1949, he was married to Delois Brewer Black who preceded him in death on 
October 28, 2010. He was also preceded in death by his son, Floyd "Butch" Black; his 
grandson, Darren Fryar; his parents; three brothers, Melvin Black, Truman Black, and 
Thurman Black; and three sisters, Nona Lee Love, Margie Black, and Anna Marie Black. 
     A retired logger and Baptist minister, Bro. Marvin surrendered to the ministry in 
November of 1964. He was an avid hunter, fisherman and St. Louis Cardinals fan. 
     He is survived by his daughter-in-law, Deborah Black; two daughters and sons-in-law, 
Linda and James Gaston and Marilyn and Steve Warren; and two sons and daughters-in-law, 
James E. "Cub" and Diann Black and Joey and Lynette Black, all of Black Springs; ten 
grandchildren; fourteen great-grandchildren; four great-great-grandchildren; three 
brothers, Marlin Black and Leon Black, both of Black Springs and Austin Black of Oklahoma 
City, OK; his sister, Lois Ann Burnett of Amity; and several nieces and nephews. 
     Services were held October 17, 2016, in the Murphy Baptist Church with Bro. Doug Wills 
and Bro. Billy Bartlett officiating. Pallbearers were Russell Fryar, Jim Gaston, Christopher 
Warren, Brian Bailey, Randy Black, Paul Black, Shane Black, Molly Black, Reannon Black and 
Lance York. 
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Philip Etchinson. Philip Bowie Etchison, "Phil", age 89, of Crabapple, GA 

passed away peacefully on August 29, 2016. Phil was born in Gaithersburg, MD to 

Frank Leslie Etchison and Kathryn Engle Etchison. He grew up in Charleston, SC 

and graduated high school in Rocky Mount, NC. Drafted near the end of World 

War II, Phil served in the Army from 1945 to 1946. He graduated with a degree in 

forestry from North Carolina State. Phil was a devoted public servant for 41 years 

in the U. S. Forest Service where he was head of the region's land ownership program. He received 

numerous local and national awards during his career, especially for acquiring land and rights-of-

way for the Appalachian Trail. He was instrumental in acquiring over one-half million acres of 

land for the U. S. Forest Service. Phil had many passions including reading, gardening, the Atlanta 

Braves, and riding his 1952 Ford 8N tractor. After retirement, Phil volunteered for almost 25 years 

in outpatient surgery at Wellstar North Fulton Hospital, where "our Phil" was much beloved by 

nurses and fellow volunteers. He was a very active member of Roswell Presbyterian Church for 

more than 50 years. He inspired all who knew him with his dry wit, humbleness, kindness, and 

zest for life. He will be missed greatly. Phil was preceded in death by his sister, Sarah Tigner. Phil 

is survived by his wife, Carolyn, and daughters, Patricia Etchison of Canton, GA, Janet Evans of 

Belews Creek, NC, and Mary Ann (Faisal) Rashid of Oakton, VA and grandchildren, Julia and 

Samuel Rashid. He is also survived by his brother, Frank Leslie (Dorothy) Etchison of 

Charlottesville, VA, and sister, Mary Ann Nichols of San Diego, CA, and many adoring nieces 

and nephews. Funeral was September 3, at Roswell Presbyterian Church. Following a reception at 

the church, burial was at Green Lawn Cemetery. Details at www.northsidechapel.com. In lieu of 

flowers, donations may be made to Special Olympics, the Salvation Army, or Roswell Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

Walter Fox, age 91, of Martin, died October 16, 2016, at his home. Born 

May 5, 1925, in Newcastle, PA, he was the son of the late Walter Garfield Fox 

and Rose (Morrow) Fox. He was retired from the U. S. Forest Service as a 

senior forester. Mr. Fox was a veteran of World War II, where he served in the 

U. S. Army Air Forces on B-24 Liberators as a navigator. He is survived by his 

son and daughter-in-law: Warner and Pat Fox; daughter and son-in-law: Karen 

and Charles Garnto; sister: Ruth Kozak; and grandchildren: Leah and Ben Parker, Andrew Fox, 

and Karly Garnto. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife Norma (Miller) 

Fox. Mr. Fox was cremated in accordance with his request. The family held a celebration of life 

ceremony October 23rd  at Crowell Brothers Funeral Home, Buford GA. In lieu of flowers the 

family asks that donations be made to the American Airpower Heritage Museum, P.O. Box 764769 

Dallas TX 75376 (Please mark any donation: For the endowment of the nose art collection/ Walter 

Fox). 
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Carolyn Denise Holbrook It is with sadness that the family of Carolyn Denise Holbrook 

writes to let you know of her death August 5, 2016, after a prolonged battle with pancreatic cancer. 

Carolyn was a big sister, little sister, daughter, aunt, cousin, mentor, and friend. 

     A memorial service was held at McClellanville United Methodist Church,  McClellanville, S.C. 

August 13, 2016. A brief graveside remembrance was at National Memorial Park, Falls Church, 

VA on August 27, 2016. In lieu of flowers, the family request that  gifts be directed in Carolyn's 

name to Virginia Tech, Scholarship Fund, 902 Prices Fork Road, Blacksburg, VA 24061. 

Condolences may be mailed to Mrs. Eleanor Holbrook at P.O. Box 398, McClellanville, S.C.  

 

 

Clarence Fred King, Jr. of Bristol, FL passed away September 6, 2016, in 

Panama City at the age of ninety-two. Born in Halcyon dale, Georgia, November 

29, 1923, Clarence was the son of the late Fred Franklin King and Nettie Lee 

(Sumner) King. He proudly served in the United States Marine Corps from 1942 to 

1945, serving at the Pentagon for one year and on the USS Bennington for the 

remainder of his service. In 1946 he began work as dispatcher for the United States 

Forest Service in the Apalachicola District in the fire control look-out tower plus work on the 

grounds. After World War II, he finished high school. Later he completed an electronics degree at 

the American School of Chicago. In 1953, Clarence transferred to Asheville, NC to work in 

communications; in 1959, he transferred to Montgomery, AL and continued to work in 

communications. He retired from active duty in 1981 and returned to Florida. Clarence was a 

deacon of Lake Mystic Baptist Church and was active in the American Legion and Veteran of 

Foreign Wars. Clarence was well known for his great love for his wife, family and church. He 

loved working in the great outdoors. 

     In addition to his parents, Fred Franklin and Nettie Lee King, he was preceded in death by his 

wife, Mary (Fenn) King; a son, Clarence Fred King, III; a brother, Douglas Leon King; and a sister, 

Tommie Lee Suber. Survivors include his son, Robert L. King and his wife, Carolyn of 

Montgomery, AL; his daughter, Sharleen King of Bristol; eight grandchildren; twelve great-

grandchildren; a daughter-in-law, Sharon King of Birmingham, AL; and a sister, Jewell K. Thomas 

of Panama City. 

     The funeral service was held at the church with Reverend Jerry Chumley officiating. Interment 

was in Lake Mystic Cemetery with full military honors. Adams Funeral Home was in charge of 

the arrangements. 

 

 

Hazel Koen, 100, passed away recently in Hot Springs, AR. Hazel was the 

wife of John T. Koen, retired Forest Service (deceased), serving many years on 

the Ouachita, Ozark, and elsewhere. She was born November 23, 1915, in 

Commerce, OK to the late Sara and Noah Sawyer. Their family had a long 

distinguished history in the Forest Service. John Tom, as ONF Supervisor, was 

the instigator of the Talimena Scenic Drive. He may have been here when 

President Kennedy dedicated US 259 on its completion across Rich Mountain. A memorial to that 

event is at the intersection of N-S US 259 and E-W OK 63. 

     She is preceded in death by her parents and her husband, John T. Koen. Survivors include her 

children, Judy Dixon, Melinda Burnette and Tom Koen; eight grandchildren and ten great 

grandchildren. 

javascript:void(0);
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Clovis "Smokey" Price, age 75, of Mount Ida, passed away October 2, 2016.  

He was born on July 30, 1941, at Hopper, the son of Burnett Reece Price and Ella 

Hazel Miller Price. On November 24, 1960, he was married to Alice Franklin Price 

who preceded him in death on May 15, 2004. He was also preceded in death by his 

father; and his brother, Jerry Price. 

     Clovis was a lifetime member of the Hopper Church of Christ. He retired from 

the U. S. Forest Service after 36 years of service. Through the years, his duties included Job Corp, 

Park Ranger, timber management and sales and as Smokey Bear. He enjoyed fishing Lake 

Ouachita and the South Fork; hunting at the Hopper Deer Camp at Alpine; and running his dogs 

at the fox pen with Wendell Adams, Jr. and Paul Phillips. Clovis was an avid storyteller with many 

stories told under the big oak tree at the church. 

     He is survived by two sons and daughters-in-law, Jeffrey and Penny Price of Magnet Cove and 

Michael and Catherine Price of Mount Ida; his mother, Ella Price of Hopper; his sister, Mary 

Hollifield of Hopper; two brothers, Bruce Price of Hopper and James Doyle Price of Hot Springs; 

four grandchildren, Joseph Price, Jeane Harrison, Joshua Price and Nicole Price; six great-

grandchildren, Sean Reeves, Logan Reeves, Ella Reeves, Elizabeth Harrison, Jonah Harrison and 

Lukas Harrison; and his great-granddaughter on the way, Olivia Lynn Price. 

     Services were held October 5, 2016, in the Davis-Smith Funeral Home Chapel, Glenwood, with 

Harold Vaughn and Ed Coffman officiating. Pallbearers were Neal Price, John Hollifield, Jesse 

Hollifield, Bubba Baker, Russell Watts and Danny Watts. Honorary pallbearers were Olan Wilson, 

Kenny Thomas, Pete Mitchell, Tracy Deaton, and the nurses and staffs of Montgomery County 

Nursing Home and CHI St. Vincent. 

 

 

Don Shipman, 68, passed away July 31, 2016. Don was a LEO on the Ozark National Forest 

in Mountain View. He served in the U. S. Army and was awarded the Bronze Star in Vietnam. 

Don had a daughter and son. He was a great guy with a great smile. Don was born on December 

8, 1947. He was a resident of Harrison, AR. He will be missed. 

     A Service was held at Fifty Six Baptist Church, Highway 14, Fifty Six, Arkansas August 04, 

2016. He was buried at the cemetery on Highway 14 in Fifty Six, Arkansas. You can sign his guest 

book at http://www.tributes.com/obituary/show/Don-Lester-Shipman-103817354. 
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Kenneth M. Swain Sr. passed away August 4, 2016. He went 

peacefully and was surrounded by his family at every moment. 

     Ken grew up in Susanville, a small town in northern California, 

and went on to see the world and make his marks. He was a USAF 

veteran of the Korean War working as a Russian language code 

breaker. He was lucky to find work in a field he truly loved as a 

wildfire fighter / forest ranger / entomologist for the U. S. Forest Service over 30 years. More 

importantly he was the most unselfish, loving husband, dad, and principled person that imagination 

could conjure. He was a music lover- Jazz, Frank Sinatra, Opera, loved good wine, good food, and 

good company. He met the love of his life in San Francisco and never looked back. 

     He is survived by his wife, Peggy, his daughters Kathy and Suzanne, his sons Mike and Kenneth 

M. Swain, Jr., his two grandchildren, Michael and Caroline Matarrese, son-in-law Patrick 

Matarrese, daughter-in-law Diana Swain, his sister Helen Varley - not to mention all of his 

extended family, too numerous to name. To say he will be missed does not begin to estimate the 

void his passing leaves. 

     His funeral was on August 15, 2016, at Church of the Good Shepard in Cumming, GA and his 

remains were delivered to the VA cemetery in Canton, GA following the Mass. 

     In lieu of flowers, the family has set up a fund for the wonderful nurses at Northside Forsyth 

who were amazing caregivers  - https://www.gofundme.com/2kbneyxw. 
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Warner Fox writes about his dad, Walter Fox: 

This is Walter Fox’s son, Warner Fox. I regret to inform everyone that my father passed October 

16th at the tender age of 91. He had been ill for the last year. He fought and fought until life gave 

up on him. He passed away in his house at his beloved lake Hartwell home in a bed looking out at 

the lake. He was in the exact same position as my mom, Norma, when she died 15 years ago. He 

was a member in good standing of the Greatest Generation as defined by Tom Brokaw. A WW2 

navigator on B24’s and a man that worked as hard as could as long as he could without complaint. 

Walt worked in Silviculture, in the Regional Office, Timber Management and retired in the 80’s. 

He is a longtime member of the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association and will be missed. 

 

  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
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Jack Godden writes about Dave Devet: 

 

BELATED Tribute on death of “Mr.  Prescribed Fires of Region - 8 

Jack Godden 

 

A R-8 Alumnus, Cherokee National Forest 1954- 1956, before retirement as Director Fire and 

Aviation Management, Eastern Region 9, 1987 submits this late  honor to “BIG  DAVE” 

 

I met Dave at the “First” National Fire Generalship Training Course, 1962 at Marana Air Park,  

AZ .This would serve as National Fire Training Center until mid-1980’s?  It was three week course, 

taught by true Fire Generals of the past. Dave and I would serve on same “team” of five-with the 

first use of new tent size “Fire Simulator” at  former Air Force WW-II Training Base, declared 

surplus and granted to County, leased to Intermountain Aviation for aircraft maintenance and 

storage, then its facilities –housing, dining, office, training buildings, available for developing the  

Fire Training facility. Needless to say “crude” in its first use, a memorable experience- Ed 

Heilman, its first Center Director. (Retired Director- Fire and Aviation, R-1). 

     Dave was known as “BIG DAVE” on our team, added size and notice for three weeks of 

training sharing fire positions. It would mean two weekends in Marana, about 25 miles west of 

Tucson, AZ.  In a State of Nebraska station wagon we journeyed to Nogales, AZ, stayed in 

American Motel then journeyed on foot across the border, an excellent steak dinner at the  Cave 

Restaurant, then brave enough to visit a Caberfae with advance warnings from Ed Heilman,  the  

Center’s Director on Mexican cultures. On our seating I sat wall side, Dave and Joe Pomajewich 

outside to dance floor. A young lady of the house sat on Dave’s lap. He embarrassed and red face 

picked her up and threw her to   floor. The manager made a quick appearance, with Dave and Joe’s 

sizes we negotiated a quick retreat, paid our bill plus a generous tip and found a cab outside for 

quick exit to border. We graduated from Fire Generalship, each to use in our Fire Management 

careers. 

     In 1972 I attended a Forest Service National Prescribed Fire Symposium in Charleston, SC. 

Dave was a presenter at this session and I accompanied him with drip torch on a firing operation. 

It was like a gathering of old friends. We followed by a few notes on our burning programs- me 

on the Shasta Trinity NF in R-5 with discussions of possible Natural Fires in Trinity Alps following 

prescriptions.  

     In retirement in 2009, at my granddaughter’s wedding in Madison, WI who might I meet at our 

motel at his granddaughter’s wedding the same weekend was Don Rollens, retired Forest 

Supervisor of Francis Marion/Sumter NF who I knew from his R-9 tour. Like old Home Week. I 

asked about Dave Devet’s tour on his Forest.  Don went into a lengthy appraisal of Dave’s 

exceptional Fire and Timber management and personal skills- without Dave the Forest could not 

have achieved their heralded success in the salvage and cleanup of the effects of the 1989 

Hurricane HUGO that devastated the Forest and rural area. That would attest to the quality, 

professional caring skills and awards Dave received and the knowledge he passed on in his Forest 

Service career. 
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Michael Sparks writes about Hazel Koen: 

In November 1967, I was near graduation at Arkansas A&M. I had a burning desire to work with 

the Forest Service ever since I was a kid living in Russellville near the Forestry Building. I would 

sit on the curb in the morning and watch the green trucks drive off "into the woods". I wanted to 

be one of those guys. It was providence that day in November 1967, that I was called into Mr. 

Chamberlain's office to meet with a man named John Tom Koen, husband of Hazel Koen. We 

talked a while and he asked me some rather off the wall questions: What kind of car do you drive? 

How many miles per gallon does it get? What did you do as a boy to earn spending money? and 

lastly he asked "What can you offer the Forest Service if we hire you?". As I walked down the 

stairs afterward, Mr. Chamberlain hollered for me to come back upstairs. Mr. Koen then offered 

me my choice of starting work on the Womble, Kiamichi, or Choctaw Ranger Districts. I took Mt. 

Ida and that's where it all began. Mr. Koen left soon and Alvis Owen came on board as Supervisor. 

They were two peas in a pod.  

 

David J. Samuel writes about Clovis Price: 

As a trainee forester in 1966-67 on the Womble Ranger District, Ouachita NF, I was assigned to 

the timber marking crew for four months. Permanent members of the crew were Bill Cobb (crew 

foreman), Clovis Price, Roger McConnell, and Marvin Black. During those winter months we 

marked timber regardless of the weather. We marked in subfreezing conditions several days 

including a few days in boot high snow. Everyone had a nick name: "Cobb Boy", "Bloom" (Price), 

"Fog it" (McConnell) and somehow after only a week, my name became "Runt". I can't recall 

Marvin's nickname but someone will be able to tell me at the funeral. The paint guns we used to 

mark trees to cut had aluminum backpacks for the paint. They held a couple of gallons of paint 

and would last half a day. We would leave the vehicle and mark from one side of a compartment 

to the other side and back. After a 30-minute lunch break, we would do it again. If it was freezing, 

someone would stop marking early and hoof it back to the vehicle to rekindle the fire so we would 

be warm for lunch. A morning fire was usually needed before starting to warm the large "milk" 

canisters that held the marking paint so it would pour into our backpacks. The Master of 

Ceremonies for the lunch break was always "Bloom" Price who would have a story or two for us 

especially during deer season. I recall that Bill Cobb could mark the payment unit boundary and 

still get 1,000 trees a day or more. No one was allowed to look at the tally wackers until we arrived 

at the vehicle to head home. I recall one day I marked 1,100 trees knowing I finally "out marked" 

Cobb Boy. Wrong, he got over 1,200. Those guys could cover the ground. Of course they would 

put me in the middle and pinch me off in thick timber and widen with the timber to mark was 

sparse. For some reason, my strip always went through the worst brier patches. Those days as a 

trainee on the Womble were my favorite during my 37 years with the USFS. Clovis Price was 

liked by everyone in the Forest Service and in the community of Mount Ida. I'm proud to say he 

was my friend. My thoughts and prayers are with his family 

 

 

* * * * * 
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New Members and Changes to the Directory 
 

          BOB  BURGER Spouse: CHARLENE 

          13832 LONG LAKE LANE 

          PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33953 

          404-434-3359 

          gaburger@bellsouth.net 

          Address Change 

 

         BILL  CHAMPION Spouse: CECILIA 

         P.O. BOX 95 

         LAWNDALE, NC 28090 

         bchampion416@gmail.com 

         New Member 

 

          RUSSELL  GRIFFITH Spouse: JOAN 

          2001 EUGENIA AVE NW 

          CLEVELAND, TN 37311-3726 

          423.472.7670 

           jr112griffith@gmail.com 

          New email address 

 

          BONNIE  SCHRAMEL Spouse: TOM 

          12124 HWY 34 

          WHITEWOOD, SD 57793 

          605.269.3994 

          bschramel@FS.fed.us 

          New email address 

 

          MARGARET  STEPHENS Spouse: 

          6109 JACKSON TRAIL ROAD 

          HOSCHTON, GA 30548 

          706.654.0845 

          Phone Number Change 
 

          SHERMAN  WEST Spouse: LAVINA 

          123 FIVE POINTS ROAD 

          ROBBINSVILLE, NC 28771 

          New Member 

 
  



20 

 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL 

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 
 

Date: __________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Spouse: ______________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ Apt. ______________  

City / State: ___________________________________________ Zip Code: __________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Retired from: _____________________________________________________________ 

Membership Dues ($10 per year) – Amount Enclosed:_____________________________ 

(First Year Membership Free) 

Mail completed application with payment to: Tom Tibbs, 627 Oak Lane, Marion, VA 24354 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NMFSH Membership Application 
 

Become a member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and help us preserve the 

history of the U. S. Forest Service. Fill out, detach and mail this form to P.O. Box 2772, 

Missoula, Montana 59806 

 

New            YES - Send the newsletter to  my email.        

 

Renewal         

 

Gift           

 

Mr. ___ Ms. ___ Dr. ___ Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip:   ______ 

 

Daytime Phone: _____________ Email: ___________________________________________ 

 

Membership Categories & Annual Dues:    Student: $15; Individual: $30; Family: $55; 

Contributing: $150; Sustaining: $300; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $1000 
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Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 

To Host the National Forest Service Eighth Reunion 

Asheville, NC               September 24-28, 2018 
 

The Executive Board of Dave Jolly, Liz Agpaoa, and Sid Haggard decided that Dave Jolly would 

serve as the Committee Chair, Liz Agpaoa as Deputy Chair / CFO, and Sid Haggard as Deputy 

Chair. This Group has worked hard to appoint Committee Chairs, negotiate a contract with the 

Crown Plaza Resort, develop a strong relationship with the Asheville Convention & Visitor 

Bureau, the Southern Region Regional Forester, the Southern Research Station Director, and the 

Executive Director of the Cradle of Forestry. They have gathered information on field trips, and 

the list goes on and on. 

 

Here is some information that those planning to attend might want to know: 

 

o The Reunion Committee has guaranteed 830 room nights and the Crown Plaza 

Resort is holding 200 rooms for Tuesday – Thursday nights, 185 for Monday night, 

and a few for Sunday and Friday nights. The rate is $119.00.  We have the option 

for an additional 30 rooms on those nights at this rate, if they are available. An 

overflow venue will be secured, if needed.  Our target is for a minimum of 500 

attendees. 

 

o The Crown Plaza Golf & Tennis Resort is the home to many events throughout the 

year including an Annual Bluegrass Festival for the last 20 years, tennis 

tournaments, etc. They are one mile from downtown Asheville and the shuttle van 

will be available at no charge throughout the week. 

 

o A 2018 Reunion Web Page has been developed and is the source for continual 

updates. We are current enhancing it and adding more information about the 

Reunion and Asheville. www.2018.FSReunions.org. 

 

o The target date for opening Reunion Registrations is Spring 2017. Watch the web 

page for this information.  Hotel reservations will not be officially open until 

September 2017 but we are working with the hotel to develop a prioritized list for 

those planning to stay at the Crown Plaza, which we hope will be everybody. 

 

Current Status 

The 2018 Reunion Committee Executive Board and Committee Chairs are in close touch with 

Tom Thompson, Louis Romero, and their planning teams. The Committees and Chairs that you 

will hear from include: 

    

 Venue, Facilities, Food, & Contracts (Mac Gramley) 

 Communications, Publicity (Sid Haggard) 

 Registration (John Lamb) 

 CFO, Finance, Budget, Web Site (Liz Agpaoa) 

 Program (Executive Committee) 
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 Field Trips & Transportation (Linda Brett) 

 Sponsors, Exhibits, Donors (Dave Jolly) 

 Auction & Store (Bob James) 

 Hospitality, Volunteers, North Carolina Committee (Sid Haggard) 

 Ambiance & Entertainment (Keith Lawrence)  

 

We already have a few names of retirees who volunteered and we am hoping this announcement 

will encourage many more to enlist.  We would particularly like to get a good representation from 

North Carolina.  We all know that personal circumstances can change for any of us between now 

and 2018.  However, with a good volunteer inventory we can remain flexible and make role 

changes as necessary. 

 

Please contact any of the Executive Board to join this exciting opportunity to stay involved and 

serve our “brother and sister” retirees nationally.  Please indicate if you have an interest in a 

particular role or committee. We are all listed in the SFSRA Directory or if you don’t have this 

information contact Sid Haggard at 678-644-7240, SidHaggard@att.net. 

 

Plan now to join us for the Reunion At The Cradle, September 24-28, 2018. 
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The Microphone is Always Open 
DR Editor 

 

I don’t know how the idea was first generated, but Chuck Hilty, the assistant Secretary for 

Administration and Secretary Madigan wanted to explore how we could use technology to better 

communicate with our customers, especially the farmers.  He asked John Okay, my boss, to address 

this issue. We met with a group from John’s staff and Chuck Hilty to discuss this. He had brought 

in a farmer from Mississippi to give us the viewpoint of the farmers. I remember the man saying 

that he did not know what we could do to help with the delivery of services at the county level 

because the different agency people (Soil Conservation Service, Farmers Home Administration, 

and Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation Service) in his county not only did not get along, 

but they didn’t like each other. In other words, it was like working with different parts of the 

government instead of working with one USDA. We identified ten pilot projects to test different 

approaches and technologies. I was asked to Chair the Leadership Committee which had a 

representative from each of the three agencies mentioned earlier. I volunteered to lead the pilot 

project of video telecommunications. This was back in the 80’s before anything like Skype and 

other systems that are common today. A couple of the other pilot projects included smart cards 

and automated answering (touch 1 for this, 2 for that, etc.). 

     The video telecommunications project would be using satellite technology for a town hall 

meeting where the Secretary, Deputy, and Assistant Secretaries would be in D. C. and the farmers 

from a county would be gathered in a large conference room. They would be able to talk to USDA 

management asking questions and giving their opinions.  I suggested Harrisonburg, VA for the 

farmers’ site. This was vetoed in favor of Plainview, Texas because it would help the local 

Congressman in his re-election campaign. I learned that every decision made at that level includes 

the political consideration. I traveled to Plainview and met with the USDA agencies heads to 

explain what we were going to do and the role they would play. They handled the communication 

with the farmers, use of the auditorium, etc. 

     A large satellite dish was brought in to provide the linkage needed for the conference. The 

farmers had a meeting at the cattle auction barn for another purpose before coming to Wayland 

Baptist University auditorium for the town hall video meeting. Before leaving Washington the 

Secretary’s Press Secretary told me about what happened when she was the deputy Press Secretary 

for President Regan. The President was going to flip the coin for the start of the Super Bowl in 

Miami via a satellite link. Everything was set in The Oval Office and they were waiting for the 

Super Bowl people to give them the go-ahead. The President decided he would practice flipping 

the coin. He had a problem catching it and when it fell to the floor the second, third, or fourth time, 

he made a few choice comments about that %&$ coin. Unknown to them was that the link was 

live. Anybody in the United States that had a backyard satellite dish (this was before DirecTV, 

etc.) and was scanning the frequencies picked up the video and the President’s words. The White 

House got a lot of mail the next week. Lesson learned: the camera is always on, the microphone is 

always open, and the video link is always live. She gave me several questions to pass out to the 

farmers that they wanted asked of the Secretary. During the conference she called me and asked 

why they were not asking those questions. Answer: farmers don’t always listen to the government. 

Things were going good so I walked out of the auditorium to get a breath of air. In the lobby were 

television cameras and reporters from Amarillo for a short impromptu press conference. I suddenly 

remembered: the camera is always on, the microphone is always open, and the video link is always 

live.  
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  –  2016 
 

 

Officers                                   Directors  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 
 

 

President:  Alan Pigg    John Lamb (2016)  Historian: Carole Patton 

alanpigg@hotmail.com   sandjlamb@bellsouth.net cpatton@att.net 

 

 

President-elect: Mac Gramley  Nancy Sorrells (2017) NFSRA: Mac Gramley 

mgramley@windstream.net   nsorrell@bellsouth.net mgramley@windstream.net 

 

 

Treasurer: Tom Tibbs    Sid Haggard (2018)  Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac 

gtibbs6@embarqmail.com   sidhaggard@att.net  scudabac@mindspring.com 

 

 

Secretary: Joyce Keith                 Dixie Ranger Editor: Sid Haggard 

JamJoy@bellsouth.net                sidhaggard@att.net  

         

 

        Events Planning:  Nancy Sorrells 

        nsorrell@bellsouth.net 
 
 

        Membership: Robin Palmer 

        rchpalmer@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Have you visited the SFSRA Web Sites? 

 

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association has a web site. It is 

www.southernforestretirees.org. Alan Pigg, the web master, needs pictures of our region, 

groups, etc. Please send items to sfsra@hotmail.com. We are also on Facebook.  Watch the 

2018 Reunion web site http://2018.fsreunions.org/ for information as we develop plans for 

getting together in Asheville, NC, September 24 – 28, 2018. 

 


