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English Chapel, located in the Pisgah National Forest
might be the only church within a National Forest



A Message From Our President, Malcolm Gramley, I1
Decar Fellow SFSRA Members,

It's time for another edition of the Dixie Ranger and I thought I'd try to catch you up on some of
the recent activities around the Region that have occurred. Most recently is the appointment of
Ms. Vicki Christianson as the new Chief of the Forest Service. Victoria has been the Interim Chief
for the past 6 months or so, and was sworn in as Chief on Thursday, October 11, 2018. We wish
her the best in her new job and look forward to the continued leadership of the Forest Service in
conservation management of this Nation's natural resources.

On the home front, the 2018 Forest Service Retiree's National Reunion was held in Asheville, NC,
September 24-28, 2018, and if you weren't there, a good time was had by all. There were about
450 attendees. The program was designed to allowed for a generous amount of time for the
attendees to visit and renew old acquaintances, and it certainly met those requirements. There
were many outstanding highlights from the Reunion, a few of which include:

eMs. Tammy Freeman Brown's (NFs in AL) rendition of the National Anthem

eThe Bailey Mountain Cloggers performance during the Thursday evening banquet,
featuring some very fancy footwork by some retiree's you wouldn't expect

eTours of the Cradle of Forestry, the Biltmore Estate, and the Bent Creek Experiment
Station

All of the activities associated with the Reunion would not have been possible without the help of
all the volunteers who gave of their time and energy 1o assure its success. I sincerely want to thank
those who helped and want them to know how much their efforts were appreciated.

For those of you who missed this Reunion, do not fear, there will be another Reunion in 2021 at
South Lake Tahoe, CA. Start now to make your plans to attend and enjoy renewing old friendships.

On a more urgent note, the Association is in need of new members, so if you know anyone who is
nearing retirement from the Forest Service, or is already retired, please invite them to join in the
activities of your local organization and urge them to join the Southern Association. Also, if you
have some in-roads into your local Supervisor's Office, ask about those who are soon to be retirees.
We are restricted from getting information on upcoming retirements directly from the Region, but
if you have local contacts you can make those inquires. We are working on a marketing document
for distribution to prospective retirees that can be used to help explain the benefits of membership
in the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association. We will make these available when they are

complete.

Thank you all again for your continued support of the Association and I wish you the best until
our next edition of the Dixie Ranger.

Mac
Malcolm E. Gramley II, President
Southern Forest Service Retiree's Association




SFSRA RETIREES GET TOGETHER

Northeast Atlanta — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month
(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The
restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.

Cobb County Georgia - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at
the Kennesaw Whistle Stop Cafe, 1200 Earnest Barrett Parkway, Suite #10, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144.
Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.

Cherokee National Forest — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee, Contact: Kaye Shelton, 423-338-5910.

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of _each
month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs,
Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com

Jefferson National Forest — Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd Wednesday of

even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Charles Blankenship at
(540) 774-6272.

George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on
the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off
I-81 at Exit 240. Contact: Eddie Riddle, edjoriddle@aol.com.

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area — Retirees, spouses, and friends
meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the
location as it may be in a different place each month. georgelynch@verizon.net (828) 369-9722).

Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April
and 4" Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com. You
may also contact Glenda Wood (803) 563-5498 woodjgd46@outlook.com.

The National Forest in Florida - Contacts are Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 (386-
752-7325) or Joann Webb (Missoumiss@comcast.net ).

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3™ Thursday
of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Mr. Ray’s, 1604 W. Frank Ave, Lufkin, TX. Contact: Carolyn Hughes,
936-875-3328, carohug@hotmail.com or Gay Ippolito, 936-632-4852, gipp 253(@yahoo.com

National Forests in Alabama — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1 Wednesday in

February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville.
Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.

Ozark-St. Francis retirees meet for breakfast at 8:00 A.M. on the first Friday of each month at the Old
South restaurant in Russellville, AR. Contact O.D. Smith at 479-968-3287 or odnpat@suddenlink.net.



Friday, December 14th Luncheon / Business Meeting

Make plans to attend the Friday December 14th luncheon & business meeting! Members and guests will
gather in Atlanta at the Petite Violette Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd., Atlanta, GA, at 11:30 a.m. l.ur?ch
will be served at 12:00 noon.  Reservations are necessary by December 12th and can be made by calling
Nancy Sorrells at 770 469-5799 or Joyce Keith at 404-229-9888 — leave a message on lhelr.answcrmg
machine if you do not reach one of them. It is important to let either Nancy or Joyce know if you find
that you are unable to attend after you have made a reservation because we are charged for the number
of reservations turned in the day before the luncheon.

Have you visited the SFSRA Web Sites?

The  Southern  Forest Service Retirees Association has a  web site. It s
www.southernforestretirees.org. Alan Pigg, the web master, needs pictures of our region, groups,
ete. Please send items to sfsra@hotmail.com. We are also on Facebook.

National Museum of Forest Service History: https:/www.forestservicemuseum.org/
National Association of Forest Service Retirees:

SFSRA 2018 FS Retirees National Reunion Slide Show, A Review of the Week:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=2018+FS+national+reunion

* %k %k %k ok

English Chapel

An early Methodist church that grew out of the beginnings at Wilson’s Camp Ground (North
Carolina) was the English Chapel, which is featured on the front cover of this month’s Dixie
Ranger. English Chapel, located in the Pisgah National Forest, was established in 1860 by the Rev.
A.F. English. Rev. English had been a Methodist circuit rider before the Civil War.

The land for the church was purchased for $5 from English’s father-in-law, Strawbridge Young.

Lumber for the structure was donated by English. The church also served as a school in the mid-
to-late 1800s and again as a private school in the 1980s.

In the early 1940s the old wooden building had to be replaced. The congregation built the
current church with rocks from the Davidson River as well as from neighboring states. The words
“English Chapel™ are spelled out over the entrance. An annex was added in 1956 for Sunday
School rooms and a fellowship hall. English Chapel is a functioning church having services every

Sunday welcoming visitors, hikers and campers. It is often used for weddings given the unique
location and intimate atmosphere.



OVERVIEW OF THE REUNION AT THE CRADLE
Respectfully Submitted by a tired Reunion attendee—Jeannette Hartog, President 2018, OldTimers
(Reprinted with permission)

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association in conjunction with the USDA-FS Southern
Region and USDA-FS Southern Research Station welcomed FS Retirees from all parts of our
nation. The purpose of the reunion was not only for visiting, reconnecting, and enjoying each other,
but also to rediscover (or discover for some) the Birthplace of Forestry in the US.

There were stories and history of the Pinchot family shared by Bibi Gaston, the great-
grandniece of Gifford Pinchot. She shared untold stories of brave souls who launched the
American Conservation Movement. We also heard from Chase Pickering, a great-great-grandson
of George Vanderbilt. As a fifth generation family owner of Biltmore, he shared his family’s
mission to preserve Biltmore as a conservation effort. These two speakers set the stage for the
week as we explored The Cradle of Forestry in America, the Birthplace of science-based forest
management.

We were offered two field trips: One to the Cradle of Forestry which included a visit to the
Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center and to the Cradle located on the Pisgah NF. We learned about
Carl Schenck and saw his first American forestry school in Pisgah. This unique tour showcased
the culture and music of the Southern Appalachian Mountain. We were served a luncheon of local
taste treats followed by a local musician and story teller. Great stories, all in attendance won’t soon
forget!

The second field trip was Biltmore Behind the Gate Tour which took folks behind locked gates
to explore conservation history connections with Gifford Pinchot and Carl Schenck who
established the first American forestry school on the Biltmore property. This tour also included
the Mansion, gardens, and highlighted a limited engagement of Chihuly Glasswork

We enjoyed a presentation by Lisa Tate, Executive Director of the National Museum of FS
History. She shared recent happenings with the Museum which will include a premier virtual
exhibit which is now available to view at www.forestservicemuseum.org

The Reunion was also a fundraiser for the museum with new memberships. Proceeds, after
expenses, from the Silent Auction will be donated to the museum by the SFSRA.

A highlight of the week was the banquet on Thursday evening that featured the Bailey Mountain
Cloggers from Mars Hills College in the Mountains near Asheville. They even taught some brave
folks to Clog—our group has talent!!

Friday morning saw a tired, but happy group sad to say “Goodbye™ to those they had
reconnected with during the week. The Southern FS Retirees Association closed out the Reunion
by passing the baton and a $5,000 check to the 2021 Reunion Hostess, Nancy Gibson. The 2021
Lake Tahoe Gathering will be held September 13-17, 2021, at Harrah’s Lake Tahoe, Stateline,
NV.

This was my first National Reunion, and it was great. My “congrats”™ to the Southern Retirees
for their hospitality and an overall memorable experience!!

Editor: Thanks Jeannette for an excellent article.



Some of our members had time for el at Shane's Rib Shack, Ellijay. (A
Kent Schneider, Sonny Cudabac. Ed Tarver and Jack Callahan

* % % % %

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
Jack Trekell
Back in the '60's and '70's every safety inspection included an inspection of the fire extinguishers
and their placements. From the CCC days forward. the work centers that had fuel islands had two
55-gallon drums of sand, onc on cach end of the island, and a shovel hanging near each one. It
was an annual job to repaint those barrels and shovels a bright red, with the same paint used to
repaint boundary lines through the woods.

There those barrels had stood at the Dreka Work Center, through the reigns of District
Rangers Ivan J. (Mr. Nick) Nicholas, Eli 1. (Little Joe) Giaquinto, Walter (Walt) Fox and Leonard
J. (Jake) Moore. To my knowledge. there had not been any fucl or vehicle fires in district history,
but at some point in the carly '60's pressurized class ABC fire extinguishers had been installed in
square, red wooden boxes with sheet metal covering the hd.

In the intervening time, we poured a raised island, set steel poles and constructed a roof
over the island. There now sat two sand barrels, two shovels, two boxes and two A BC
extinguishers on the new slab. More than once I had broached the subject of getting rid of those
sand barrels and shovels with Ranger Moore, but he was adamant about keeping them. Jake retired
in 1972, and 1 bricfly became acting DR.  Needless to say, those sand barrels and shovels
disappeared.




A Message From acting Regional Forester, Ken Arney

The U. S. Forest Service Commitment to Longleaf Pine Restoration

FFew species have more of a biological and developmental impact than the longleaf pine. Once covering
more than 90 million acres from Virginia to Texas. the longleaf pine was a high-demand product for carly
setters. Prized for its unusually straight and high-quality wood, the species was regarded as a scemingly
endless bounty of natural material essential to building 18" century ships and keeping them atloat.

From a biological perspective, longleaf pine habitat represents one of the most diverse ecosystems in the
world, with over 30 threatened and endangered species, including the red-cockaded woodpecker calling
this habitat home. By the 1920s, much of the species’ traditional range had been either cut to build water
vessels and railroad tracks or cleared for agricultural purposes. Additionally, fire suppression efforts across
the South drastically reduced the ability of this fire-dependent species to regenerate. And foresters often
planted faster growing trees to replace the slow-growing longleaf pine. The result: the once vibrant longleaf
pine habitat had been reduced to 5 percent of its original acreage across the South. A similar decline was
seen in the species that utilize this habitat. The landscape had changed, and many species dependent on
longleaf pine were in danger of becoming extinct. Something had to be done not only to preserve the
remaining longleaf habitat, but also to restore this once abundant natural resource.

In 2007. America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative (ALRI) was born out of a diverse group of over 30
federal, state, and NGO conservationists with the common goal of developing a long-term strategy for
longleaf pine ecosystems. ALRI developed the Range-wide Conservation Plan two years later, which seeks
to increase longleal acreage from 3.4 to 8 million acres by 2025. ALRI solidified in 2010 when the
Departments of Agriculture, Defense, and Interior formalized their commitment to implementing the
strategy outlined in the plan. Over the past decade ALRI has worked tirelessly to meet the 2025 longleal
restoration goal. Through these efforts, estimates indicate nearly 4.7 million acres of longleaf now exist on
public and private lands. But are these efforts enough? This number places the current pace far below what
is needed for the 8 million-acre goal.

To combat these issues, a Regional Longleaf Restoration Team (RLRT) was assembled in 2016 to assess
the current condition of longleaf pine. The team tackled several key items including identifying potential
acres suited for longleaf restoration and providing recommendations for overcoming current constraints (o
restoration efforts. The team also focused on updating data management protocols to insure all restoration
activities are reported consistently and efficiently. The RLRT successfully developed an updated strategy
containing achievable short-term steps and long-term goals to accomplish over the next eight years. A letter
was also sent to all ALRI members outlining this new strategy. and renewing the agency's commitment to
longleal pine restoration.

Another outcome of the RLRT resulted in the U.S. Forest Service launching ** The Million Acre Challenge”™
to boost longleaf restoration efforts on National Forest System lands. National forests in eight states across
the region are participating in the challenge to add, or put on the path to restoration, a million acres of
longleaf pine on National Forest System lands. This will be the single largest contribution to the efforts of
America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative.  Through The Million Acre Challenge, the Forest Service is
demonstrating the importance of longleaf restoration and the importance of effective partnerships to address
long-term restoration projects.



Smokey was at the Reunion, too. He had a big job keeping those 2 under control
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IN MEMORIAM

Nora Autrey Jack Coleman
Mary Gaines Ken Gillespie
Michael Ray Hurst Willa Pye
Jimmy Short Bobby Simmons
Robert Waldon Robert Warner
"\@ G S 3%0

Nora Rodgers Autrey, 97, widow of Andrew Autrey, Jr., passed away at her home July 31,
2018. Born in Callison on June 13, 1921, she was the only child of the late Calvin Thomas and
Ella Rush Rodgers. Mrs. Autrey was a graduate of Greenwood High School and was employed
by Greenwood Mills for a number of years. In her late 30s, she returned to school and graduated
from Greenwood College of Commerce and subsequently worked for the U.S. Forest Service as
the Business Management Assistant on the Long Cane District of the Sumter National Forest, and
retired after 25 years of service. An important part of her life was her involvement in the activities
of Bold Spring Baptist Church, where she was a member for more than 80 years. She served as
church clerk and taught the Ladies Sunday School Class for many years; she sang in the choir and
participated in numerous other activities as long as her health permitted. She loved to read and to
travel. Earlier in her life, she was active in Home Demonstration Club and the Grange, as well as
other community organizations. She was a proud descendant of David Rush and Gazaway
Rodgers, both 18th —century settlers of the Callison Community. Mrs. Autrey is survived by two
daughters, Norma Autrey of Callison, Andrea (Charles) Long of Clinton; two grandsons, David
Long of Lynchburg, VA., and Patrick Long (Laura) of Bristol, TN.; three great-grandchildren,
Christian (Jennifer) Long, Collin (Lakin) Long, and Carley Long, and a great-great-grand

daughter, Lyla Paige Long, all of Prosperity.
Funeral services were at Bold Spring Baptist Church with the Reverend Chuck Keller

officiating. Burial followed in Bold Spring Cemetery
9




-~ Jack Kimsev Coleman. 77. of Old Fort. TN passed away September 18, 2018, at

immd  NIs home. A native of Murphy. NC. he was born June 4. 1941, to the late Charles and

e Mary Coleman. Jack graduated from Murphy High School in 1959 and received a BS

ﬁ degree from North Carolina State University. School of Forestry, in Raleigh in 1965.
He retired in 1998

Jack was a member of Masonic Lodge #672 of Robbinsville, NC and a 37 year member of First
Baptist Church of Benton and member of Gideon's Intemational.

He was also preceded in death by his sister. Patnicia Coleman McCurry who died December
28,2016, He is sunvived by his wife of 49 years, Sue Webster Coleman: twin sisters, Marilyn
(Jermv) Hartness and Mildred (Richard) Pullium. both of Murphy. NC. He is also survived by
several nephews and nieces.

Funeral services were held Friday, September 21, 2018, at First Baptist Church of Benton with
Dr. Robbie Speights officiating.  Interment was Saturday, September 220 2018, 1in Green Lawn
Memonal Gardens, Murphy. NC. In licu of flowers, the family requests memonals be made to
First Bapust Church Activity Building. Benton, TN 37307

Mary E. Gaines, a resident of Montgomery. AL expired August 25, 2018. Mass
services were held September 1, 2018 at St. Jude Catholic Church. Interment was in
St. Mathews-Waton Cemetery. Boligee, AL. Rosary services were held August 31,
2018 at the Chapel of Ross-Clayton Funeral Home. Mary was a Public Affairs
Officer on the National Forests in Alabama.

Funeral services celebrating the life of Kenneth Louis Gillespie were held
September 17, 2018, with Father Walter Ajareo officiating. Bunal was in Forest
Lawn Memonal Park. A Rosary was in the chapel of Hixson Brothers. Pallbearers
were Craig Williams, Kenden Goodwin, Karley Smith, Joey Tassin, Drake Wehrle

. ¥ and Daryl Baillio: honorary pallbearers were Marvin Barnidge and Michael Van

€24 Dyke.
Mr. Gillespie. 85, of Tioga, passed from this life September 13, 2018, at his home. Mr. Gillespie
was an active member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Pineville and served as Usher and
Euchanstic Minister. He retired from the U. S. Forest Service. Ken was the Forest Cadastral*
Surveyor for several years on KNF. He was a part time security officer at Rapides Regional
Medical Center. He enjoved joking and telling stories to family and friends and never met a
stranger. His memory will be cherished by all.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Anne Gillespie: daughter, Jennifer Gillette; father,
Webster Gillespie; mother and stepfather, EIma Terrell Hammond and Ted Hammond: brother,
Odell Gillespie and sister, Bobbie Jean Hagland.

Those left to chenish his memory include his daughters, Debbye Adkinson and husband, Howard,
Lisa Stephens, Bonnie Gillespie, and Becky Gillespie Smith; 12 grandchildren; numerous great
grandchildren and a host of other family members and friends.

To extend online condolences to the Gillespie family, please visit us at
www_.hixsonbrothers.com.




Michael Ray Hurst, age 66, of Lula, Georgia went to be with Jesus October 5,
2018, surrounded by his family. Michael was born October 25, 1951, in Cheyenne,
Wyoming to R.G. (Glen) Hurst and the late Sue Hurst.

Michael is survived by his wife of 30 years, Jean: his daughter, Gretchen Sutton
(Geoff); son, Scott Hurst; step-sons, Adam Thomas and Chris Thomas (Melissa);
| brother, Pat Hurst; sister, Janet Stanton (Steve); and "Poppy’s" five grandchildren,
Stella, Holden, Breelan, JW, and Braylee.

He was raised in Knoxville, TN and graduated from Farragut High School in 1969. He received
his Bachelors of Science Degree in Forestry from University of Tennessee in 1973 and Master's
Degree in Biology from Tennessee Tech in 1976. Michael worked as a Wildlife Biologist for the
U. S. Forest Service for 32 years, retiring in 2009. In retirement he enjoyed travel, fishing, and
golfing and spending quality time with family and friends.

Michael loved the Lord and fought an incredibly courageous battle with stage 4 Pancreatic
Cancer for the last 16 months. He was an active member of Lakewood Baptist Church serving in
preschool and Vacation Bible School and also volunteering with Meals on Wheels for 20 years.

Special Thanks to Amedysis Hospice for the outstanding love and care for the last 16 days of
Michael's life. In licu of flowers, donations may be made to Meals on Wheels, 430 Prior St SE,
Gainesville, GA 30501 or Lakewood Baptist Church, 2235 Thompson Bridge Road, Gainesville,

GA 30501. Funeral Services were October 7, 2018, at Lakewood Baptist Church. Dr. Tom Smilcy
officiated.

Willa Corpening Pye, 90, of Lexington, passed away September 14, 2018. Born in
Hendersonville, NC, on February 6, 1928, she was the daughter of the late William Perkins and
Dorothy Redden Corpening. Willa, fondly called "Billie" by family and friends, loved to dance
and was a former USO hostess. She met the love of her life "Bob" Pye while working at Western
Union in Richmond, VA. The family moved to Jacksonville, FL in 1967 and then returned to
"Bob's" home state of South Carolina, settling in Columbia in 1969. "Billie" loved her church
family, men's quartet music, attending activities of her children and grandchildren, and
participating in the family's sport of choice bowling. Later in life, she had a 23-year career with
the U. S. Forest Service. She ran the Mailroom here at the Francis Marion and Sumter Supervisor's
Office. "Billie" took pride in sharing the same birthday with the late President Ronald Reagan.
Upon sending the President a birthday card one year, she received an official thank you letter from
the White House. Surviving family members include a daughter, Edna Pye Moore (Eric); son,
Robert Wesley Pye; grandchildren, Mary Carolyn Moore, Nicole Moore "Nickie", and Skylar Pye.
In addition to her parents, Mrs. Pye was preceded in death by her husband, Robert Donald Pye
"Bob". Services for Mrs. Pye were held September 21, 2018, at Eau Claire Baptist Church with
the Rev. Steven Bouknight and Rev. James A. Goudelock officiating. Burial followed in
Greenhaven Memorial Gardens in Woodruff, SC. The family would like to thank the staff of
Spence Place, Lexington Extended Care, for their compassionate care of "Miss Willa" these last
few years. The family would also like to thank the hospice nurses and her personal aide of MSA
Hospice for their loving care these last few months. Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer's
Association, SC Chapter, 140 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 210, Columbia, SC 29210, or to Eau Claire
Baptist Church. Memories and condolences may be shared at ShivesFuneralHome.com.
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. - - > was born
Jimmv J. Short. 86, of Troutville, VA.. dicd April 20, 2018. He was

February 9. 1932, He was preceded in death by his parents, Thmgas ag;i\islql::{;
Forga Short: a brother, Thomas Gerald Shor}: :mgi two sns‘lcr_.;. ‘:?Iilc‘ éh(on-
Barbara Stanley. Jimmy is survived by his wife of 64 years, Doris G !y :Shonr
sons. James Short (Bonnie), Ron Short, Mike Shorl' ‘(Rachcl) and ln:\c o 1
sisters. Linda Wood, Charlotte Stiles (Eddie) and ]crcsn. Stovall (Jerry): -\\o
brothers-in-law. Clark Riley and Harold Riley (Dotty): cight grandchildren: cleven great-
crandchildren: and a host of relatives and fnends.
" Jimmy was a graduate of the University of Ark
Forest Service. He began his carcer in 1957 at Perryville, AR
Springs, MS. He was a former Deputy Supcr\'_isor ot_' the .!cﬂ'cr‘son N ' Qrést I nok
VA. and Center Dircctor of Flatwoods Job Corps in Wise County, VA. His last job was n
Cleveland. TN as Resources Staff Director. Jimmy was a veteran of the U.S. Navy and the Army
National Guard. He was an avid hunter and fisherman. _

The family would like to thank Our Lady of the Valley and Carrington Cottages Mc.mor:v (,:}rc
for their care and friendship. Memorials may be made to chanty of choice. A Memorial Service
was conducted April 24, 2018, at Oakey's Vinton Chapel.

ansas at Monticello and retired from the u. S.
and was District Ranger in Holly
ational Forest in Roanoke,

Bobby J. Simmons. 88. a resident of Prattville, AL went home to be with the Lord August 17,
2018. Funeral services were held on August 20, 2018 at First Baptist Church of Prattville with Dr.
Travis Coleman officiating. Burial followed in Oakhill Cemetery.

He was born in Arcadia (Bienville Parish). Louisiana. Mr. Simmons was preceded in death by
his parents, Rodolph Gerome and Maude C. Simmons. He is survived by his loving wife of 60
years, Sandra S. Simmons; one daughter Cynthia (Don) Grassmann; two sons, Allen (Tina)
Simmons and Mike (Jan) Simmons: six grandchildren, Ty (Leshie) Simmons, Christopher
(Tiffany) Simmons, Jennifer Grassmann, Tommy Grassmann, Taylor Simmons and Evan
(Kathryn) Simmons: four great-grandchildren, Nathan and Jamie Simmons and Zander and Zoie
Simmons; numerous extended family members and many friends. Mr. Simmons worked with the
U. S. Forest Service for 31 years.

Robert "Rob" Waldon, 65. of Oden, Arkansas, passed away October 1, 2018,
in Oden, AR. He was born in Rolling Fork, MS, on January S, 1953, to Leon and
Faye (Brown) Waldon. He is preceded in death by his parents. Rob loved Mother
Nature's natural beauty. His interests and hobbies were archeology, mapping,
hiking, general horticulture, and gardening. However, music was his passion,
becoming a talented guntanst and vocalist. Throughout his life, Rob enjoyed
entertaining family and friends, as well as, performing with his favorite band, The Grayhounds.
Rob's career included nine years as a geological surveyor with NOAA/NGS and thirty-one years
with USDA Forest Service / Ouachita National Forest. On January 1, 2014, Rob retired as an
archeological paraprofessional within the Heritage Resource Division of the USDA Forest Service,
Mena District. Rob is survived by his wife Elizabeth (Bac) Waldon of 38 years, two daughters,
Hannah Zook (Stephen Zook), Lydia Waldon: one son, Travis Waldon (Livvey Rurup). He is also
survived by two brothers, Johnny and Joey Waldon, along with a host of other family and friends.

Services were held October 13, 2018, at the All Saints Catholic Church in Mount Ida. with Father
Joseph Shantiraj and Deacon Larry Hatch officiating.
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Funeral scrvices for Robert ""Bobby" Warner, 64, of Lufkin were held
September 19,2018 in the Carroway Funeral Home Chapel with Brother Horace
Fletcher officiating. Interment followed in the Garden of Memories Memorial
Park.

Mr. Warner was born September 25, 1953, in Lufkin, TX to the late Louise
(Lord) and Vernon Wamner, and died Scplnmbcr 16, 2018 in a local hospital.

Mr. Warner was a lifetime resident of Lufkin. He was employed for 20 years with Southern
Pacific Railroad and retired after 25 years of service with the U. S. Forest Service, where he took
pride fighting fires with the helicopter crew. He loved hunting and fishing, but his passion was his
grandchildren. He enjoyed spending time on the lake and took great pride in fixing things. Ol' Bob
was truly a one-of-a-kind man, idolized by many and loved by all. Mr. Warner was a member of
Hillcrest Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Angic Warner of Lufkin; daughter, Kristy Petty and husband
Randall of Lufkin; sons, Daniel Warner and wife Amber of Lufkin and Jason Warner and wife
Heather of Huntington:; grandchildren, Parker Petty, Paxton Petty, Jaclyn Warner, Hadley Warner,
Tanner Richardson, Colter Richardson, and Cason Warner; great-grandchildren, Braylee
Richardson and Axton Richardson; sister-in-law, Pat Wamner of Hudson; and numerous nicces,
nephews, other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Ronnie
Warner and Ray Wamer.

Pallbearers will be Paul Smith, Michael Smith, Michael "Goob" Smith, Jim Randall Bell.
Tanner Richardson and Colter Richardson. Honorary pallbearers were his Forest Service family.

Memories and condolences may be added at www.carrowayfuneralhome.com.

* % % % %

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
announced that Vicki Christiansen will serve as
the 19th Chief of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Forest Service.
Christiansen has been serving as Interim Chief
sincc March of this year. Following the
announcement, Secretary Perduc issued the
following statement:

: “As a former wildland firefighter and fire
manager, Chief Chnstmnsen knows what’s needed to restore our forests and put them back
to work for the taxpayers. With seven years at the Forest Service and 30 years with the states
of Arizona and Washington, Vicki’s professional experience makes me confident that she
will thrive in this role and hit the ground running.”

13



Membership or Renewal Application

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association

Contact Information
Name
Street Address
City ST ZIP Code
Home Phone
Spouse Name
E-Mail Address

Membership Dues

$15/year (First Year Free for New Retirees)

Amount enclosed?

l |

Send completed application with payment to:

Clair Redmond
941 Northrope DR NE
Atlanta, GA 303244219

Membership in the SFSRA includes

_ Three issues per year of “The Dixie Ranger”. issued March, July, and November.
___Membership Directory, issued in March of each year

___ The opportunity to become published when articles are written for “7The Dixie Ranger”
__ The most economical way to stay in touch with friends and co-workers

__ Email notification of events/activities/deaths, etc.

___ Provides an avenue for others to get in touch with you
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Southern Forest Service Retirees Association

Officers and Directors — 2018

Officers Directors Appointees

President: Mac Gramley Sid Haggard (2018) Historian: Carole Patton
mgramley@windstream.net sidhaggard@att.net cpatton(@att.net

President-clect: Sonny Cudabac  John Lamb (2019) NFSRA: Mac Gramley
scudabac@mindspring.com SandJLamb@bellsouth.net  mgramley@windstream.net
Treasurer: Clair Redmond Nancy Sorrells (2020) Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac
clairhredmond@bellsouth.net nsorrell@bellsouth.net scudabac@mindspring.com
Secretary: Joyce Keith Ex-Officio Alan Pigg Dixie Ranger Editor: Sid Haggard
JamJoy@bellsouth.net alanpigg@hotmail.com sidhaggard@att.net

Event Planning: Nancy Sorrells
nsorrell@bellsouth.net

Membership: Robin Palmer
rchpalmer@yahoo.com

Assistant Treasurer: Alan Pigg
alanpigg@hotmail.com

* sk %k % 3k
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SFSRA 2018 Forest Service
Retirees National Reunion
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