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PRESIDENT CLINT HERRICK SAYS

The first regular meeting of 1973 of the
Southern Forest Service Retiree Association
was held at the Riviera Hyatt House Motel
in Atlanta at noon, March 7 . Fifty-four
members, pius Regionai Forester Max
Peterson and Program Director of External
Liaison Stan Adams, attended.

Special commendations were given to:

Tom Hunt for his time-consuming and fruit-
ful iabors in composing, tYPing, and
getting out our quarterly newsletter, the
"Dixie Ranger", printing it, and mailing
it. Copies go to some 250+ members, the
W.O. , a}l F.S. Regions , and aII R-8 Forest
headquarters , stations and other field
offices and to all divisions in the R.O.--a
totai circulatlon of about 300.

Lucilie Isbe11, chair person of our telephonb
committee, and her several helpers who can
always be depended upon to spread the word
around quickly to all local members whenever
there is something they need or want to know.
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Letq lVhipple, Art Grumblne, and Rik
Eriksson for a considerable amount of work
they have done in researching and
developing more economical means for
printing and mailing the "Dixie Rangier. "

We now have a cooperative agreement
with the Regional Office for printing and
newsletter to our mutual advantage,
tentatively for $ 1 5 per is s ue . Heretofore ,

it has been costing us from $25-$I20
depending on the number of pages and
other circumstances.

Two amendments to our Constitution were
presented by Art Grumbine and Lew Whipple
Both were approved by unanimous vote at
the meeting:

1" Amendment *3 to provide for a Presi-
dent-elect instead of a Vice-President.

2. Amendment t4 to provide for disposi-
tion of remainlng funds on hand in case
of dissolution of our association.

Copy of these amendments is included
with this issue of the newsletter for
attachment to your copy of Constitution.

Rik Erlksson presented a plan for a Spring
field meetlng--a bus trip to Callaway
Gardens on ApriI B-9. Paul Russell has
reserved 20 doubie rooms at the Holiday
Inn. Eve Evenson will arrange for a bus
for 40 people, and has contacted those
who might be interested by letter. From
a showing of hands, it appears that we
wiil have a capacity crowd.

Newsletter Editor
TOM HUNT
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Flight now there seems to be little interest
in any kind of a boat trip.

Rik Eriksson made a proposal that our
Association consider sponsoring publicity
of Blanchard Caverns on the Ozark similar
to our $100 donation to the Cradle of
Forestry information effort of last year.
The members voted to make a similar
donation of $I00, if and when a non-profit
group might be set up, especially for infor-
mation and education on Blanchard Caverns
after their public opening and dedication
in JuIy.

Rik Eriksson introduced Max Peterson as
our speaker for this meeting. Judging by
his listeners at this meeting, all of the
rest of you will also want to get up-to-date
with what's qoing on in the Forest Servlce.
You will find his remarks elsewhere in this
issue.

OUR TRAVELING MEMBERS

While a lot of travel accomplishments are
included in the section under "Letters
from Members, " the following is appropro
under the above heading.

Eve Evenson and his daughter Anne spent
tr,r,o weeks skiing in Northern Wisconsin
and l\4ichigan. Anne remarks that the
"old man" is pretty good even though his
center of gravity has changed a lot over
the years. Eve says it was all so much
fun he doesn't remember when or where
he got the black and blue marks.

Rik Eriksson, B1II & Marion Huber, Sid
& Verla Mclaughlin, and the Boyd Rasmus-
sens leave today (March L2) f"or a two-week
tour of Spain.

Rose and Bill Fischer saw Lucille & Waliy
Prater, Myrtle and Joe Riebold, and Cherry
and Al Shadduck in Tallahassee on their
way to visit their son Jimmy and family in
Orlando.

C1int & Clara Herrick vislted their son
Ross in St. Petersburg and stopped on
their way home to visit with Mary and
Harry Tomiinson, also Norma and Jim
Vessey in Winter Park. They just missed
three tornadoes in Orlando, but did get
caught ln a heavy frost and near-freezing
weather. Two weeks later they got caught
in New Orleans in an ice storm and two
lnches of snow.

a

IEANNETTE & PAUL RUSSELL: Spent four
days at Jekyll Island for the Forest Service
Golf Tournament. The Grumbines, New-
combs, John Chafins, and Marrs were also
there. Then Paul and Jeannette went to
IsIe of Palms, S.C. and visited their
daughter and son-in-law--Betsy and
Iim Smiiey. A week or so ago, the
Russells spent a week at Sweetwater
Camp on the Ocala.

At the last Board of Director's meettng, the
Board suggested and requested that I, as
Editor of the "Dixie Ranger", activate my
commlttee members outside Atlanta on
news items for the newsletter. in this
newsletter, you will read approximately
forty letters from members. I consider
each of them a member of my committee.
BUT how about the other 200+ members;
almost every letter we receive praises
the "Dixie Ranger" for the news, espe-
cially the letters that are included. It
is the general consensus that YOUR LETTERS
make the "Dixie Ranger. " This is an
urgent request that each member take a
ilttle time and let me hear from you for
publication in what, according to what
we hear from all over the country, is a
real newsworthy "Dixie Ranger. " Please
H-E-L-P make it even better'.

I have absolute proof , in writing, that
at least ten people read the "Di.xie Ranger.',
In the January issue, I asked for the
address of Jack B. Fortin. Ten people
have furnished me with Jack's address;
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thanks to ali of you for thls information.
Now if we can just prY $2 out of Jack,
we'li have another qood--and I hope
a wrlting--member,

NE\M MEMBERS

Since the January issue, we have the
following new members. If I mlssed any,
please accept my overslght.

Sam L. lohnson - IvIary Alford - Martha
Goler.

We hope to be able to report Jack Fortin,
Paul Swarthout, and many more in the next
issue of the "Dixie Ranger. "

TO KEEP BUSY

Chris Thompson would like to be contacted
by members who are interested in flowers--
qrowing, arranging, selling, etc. In case
anyone is interested in part-tlme wonk in
worklng with flowers as above, she would
be glad to have you call her at 252-7024.

ABITOFH UMOR?????

When Doug Craig came forward to say a
few words at Dick Millar's retirement
party, and reached ln his pocket for his
notes , his pocket comb fell on the floor in
fuIl view of the whole audience. Compas-
sionately, Bryan Sipe came to the rescue
with: "The Lord made all sorts of heads:
round , flat, square, and egg heads . When
He made one He was not entirely satisfied
with, He put hair on it. " (Contrlbuted by
an eye witness.)

IIAPPY BIRTHDAY to those whose blrthdays
fa11 in the APril-June months:

APRI!
2 - Clodene O. WhaIeY
3 - Allan M. Friedrich
4 - Paul H. Russell
6 - Martha Erambert

AP8!! (contlnued)
I - Lorene Kaufmann
9 - Mussette Adams Smith
i6- Virginia Shea
18- Roy W. Bierbaum
2l- Louise Caldwe1l
22- Allen J. Logan
n- Elizabeth Mason
'25- Ruth B. Gray
%- R.uth Anderson
30- Clyne Woody

Mrs. Carl G. Krueger

MAY
2 - Mildred Harkins
4 - Eunice IVI. Chipman
6 - Russell L. Chipman
B - Glenn Thompson
9 - Yvonne L. Hunt
10- Arthur B. Coilins, Jr.
12- Sylvla Bryan
V - John Kaufmann
24- Lois Galloway
31- Claudia (Crickett) Logan

Roy B. Rawvorth

]UNE

1-
7-
i0-
10-
13-
2L-
2t-
2L-
n-
n-
n-
ZL-
ZZ-

'25-
'h-
n-
n-
n-

J. N. Van Aistein
R.obert U " Cobb
Tan,rz lrhrz
Jerra!J rrv.,I

Mrs. Henry Sipe
Harry R. Tomlinson
Dorothy Joseph
Louis B. Anderson
Mary D. Black
John T. King
Haze1 Leinart
Harriett Huckeby
Edna Paimer
Mrs. Charley M. Arnold
Grace Mllls
Arthur Steedly
Blanche Paddock
Alva B. Williams
Helen Mielke
Russell Eaton
Pete Hanlon
IVIrs. I\4arion W. Ruffin30-
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OBITUARIES

HAROTD LINTZENICH, retiree and former
criminal investigator on N.F. in l\4iss. ,
died recently after an extended illness.
Mrs. Nell Lintzenich lives at 107 Higgs
Drive , NE , Punta Gorda , Fiorida 399 50 .

TED SEELEY, retiree, died February 15 at
the family home .in Brevard, N.C. Funeral
services were held on February l7 at the
First United Ivlethodist Church in Brevard.
Ivlrs. Seeley lives at 253 Maple Street,
Brevard, N. C , 287 12

HARRY L. GOODRICH, retired Forest
Engineer, N.F. in Florida, died January
31 " Harry's wife Priscllla lives at 305
E. Sinciair Drive, Tallahassee, Florida
32303.

WALTER L. (LOOPY) I-ANE, retiree from
Lands Section, N.F. in North Caro1ina,
died in lVlission Hospital, Asheville,
January 30. Graveside rites were held
in Clayton, Georgia . Survivors are his
wife, Fanny, and a son, Walter. Their
address is 52 Fairway Drive, Asheviile.

PORTER M. KINARD, B I , of Zavalla , Tex.
died sometime in February. He resided
at Zavalla most of his life and was retired
from the Forest Service. His wife, Ivlrs.
Zet.hal Gibson Kinard, lives in Zavalla.
(This notice,courtesy of Mildred \Magner)

RETIREMENTS

Nichoias S . Kmecza, OHP, N. F. in N. C. ,

retired on February 2. Nick lives at Box
671 , Weaverville, N. C . 287 87 .

Martha Goler, Clerk-Typist, RO, retired
as of March 3.

Richard (Olck; Millar retired early in
Ivlarch. Sorry I don't have any more of the
details.

Gayiord (Iumm) Knight will retire as of
March ]7. (Ed.'s note--an approprlate
way to celebrate St" Patrick's Day, don't
you think , Lumm ? )

R. B. HAYWORTH: Here's a check for dues.
Believe this will run me through '73. Re-
tired over five years now and have enjoyed
every minute of it. You might piace our
names on your birthday Iisting. IvIine is
during Ivlay of each year while wife Iessie
has one during September. Off the record--
Jessie is now 26 years whereas I am
croivding 29 . Regards to all. (girthdays
noted. Ray)

WILTIAM R. HARRELL: I'm not sure if this
settles my dues. He also asked for
credit on his dues, which he apparently
enclosed. (A note from our efficient
Secretary's Secretary: "No record of
dues for 19V Z*-so the 1973 dues wlll stllt
be due lr,{arch 31.'r ) Answer your question,
Bili ?

NYRA I. RENSHAW: (Addressed to \ryhipple)
I am sendlng my dues for the "Dixie Ranger,'
and really enjoy the news of the many
friends we made while livinE in the South.
It was a happy time for us durlnq our
stay in the Southern Region. I am
adjusting fairly well. I keep busy and
that is the only answer for loneiiness
that I know. We have made many good
friends here in lVloscow who helped me
through the bad times -we hrad while "
"Ren" r"vas so ill. I plan to stay here
for the present as tr am involved in
American Legion Aux and WWI Aux. I
am also Chaplain of NARFE again this
year after having served as president
a coupie of years ago. Best regards to
Mrs. Whipple.

=

LETTERS FROM OUR MEMBERS



I{ARRY R" TOMTINSON: Here is my check
for '7 3 dues. I agree with Tom that the
"Dixie Ranger" is well worth the price.
PauI and Flourie Swarthout visited us briefly
in November and were much interested in
the "Dixie Ranger. " I gave Paul an oJd
copy and he said he would write in. If he
hasn't,someone should follow up. (Harry,
I wrote to PauI and sent him some back
copies, the directory, and asked him to
join up by sending in $2) . More recently,
the good President and hls lady--Ciint &

Clara Herrick--honored us with a short
visit enroute to Atlanta from St. Pete.
While they were here, we spent an enjoy-
able evening with Jim and Norma Vessey.
There should have been several severe
cases of burning ears among the member-
ship that night because ]j.m, at Norma's
urging, brought out a bunch of old? ? ?
pictures. Best regards. Thanks for
Fortin's address.

MILT BRYAN: Enclosed are my $2 dues for
1973. Carolyn and I enjoyed the picnic
Iast year at Stone Mountain. We hope this
will continue. Our sympathy goes out to
those who lost loved ones since that day.
"Dixie Ranger" is an excellent publication.

HANK SCHERER: Many thanks from Louise
and me for the birthday greetlngs in the
"Dixie Ranger. " (Even thouEh her last
name was spelled wronE) We survived the
"Big Blizzard" of 1973. Uad 2]-3" of snow
on the Isle of Palms. Today's rain has just
about washed it aIi of f , thank goodness.
Here's hoping for an early spring. Fishing
has been poor this month and last, but it

5

should pick up in March. Oystering is
good now and crabs in deep water. AI1 is
well in God's country. Regards to all. The
"Dixie Ranger" 1s great.

AL SHADDUCK: Enclosed are my dues for
1973. Last summer Cherry and I took
another trip to the West Coast to see
some of our family and the scenery. We
drove out and the first stop was the Grand
Tetons, then to Washlngton, then down
the Oregon and Californla coasts. We
have relatives in Washington, Oregon,
and Southern California. Then back the
Southern route with stops at Las Vegas
and the North rim of the Grand Canyon.
We were gone six weeks and, all in all,
it was a wonderful trip even though we
were not as active as on previous trips.
In regard to the June-July meeting, the
boat trip to the Bahamas sounds very good
and we would try to go. However, the
overnight bus tour to some place of interest
might be more practical as the longer trip
could prevent many from going. Sincerely.

WALT M. ZILLGIT: IVIY dues for 1973
enclosed. I enjoy the "Dixie Ranger"
very much. Keep it coming.

MRS. I. F. WHITE: Please remove mY

name from the SFSRA maiilng list. (Done

2/13)

OLENE (MRS. CLYNE) WOODY: Enclosed
you wlll find i973 dues. This Past
summer a high school classmate of mine
came by for a visit and as he was leavin9r,
he asked Clyne if he belonged to the new
retiree's club cailed "Honey-do. " Not
catching the joke right off, he explained--
When I don't feel up to mowing the lawn
or other chores, I say "Honey, do so-and-
so. " ]ust wonder if there are others who
are members of this club? We enjoy the
"Dixie Ranger. "

X4ARY P. JOYNER: Have you mashed your
finger late1y? Enclosed is $2 for dues for
'73. I enjoy reading about my old friends
and fellow workers, especially the travel-
ing kind. I travel via arm chair (Nationa1

Geographic). Sorry to read of the deaths
of those iisted in the latest issue. If ever
in Helen, please look us uP. We are
regular Alpine dwellers now. Sincerely.
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CHARLES T. SHEA: Attached are dues for
i973 " If any Forester has a "sure fire"
way to dry out my fields, I would appre-
ciate hearing from them. Since Iast fa11,
we had rain and more rain. Am interested
in dry fieids as there is about a thousand
bushel of soy beans still there. The first
beans combined last faIl soid for $3.35 per
bushel, the next to be removed after rains
sold for $4.50 per bushel, but the remain-
ing beans are now worth $5.50 per bushel--
if I could get them out. PIease, someone/
come up with an original,bright idea.

HARRY ROSSOLL: Here's Jack Fortin's
address. (Thanks Harry) Was judge at
Southwest Dekaib Hiqh Schooi, February
12, 7973. Pat Thomas' daughter, Debbie,
was selected runner-up to the Queen. Saw
72 beautiful giris " Harry also enclosed
an ad which he had inserted in "El l\4ensa-
jero Forestal. " Not knowing Spanish, I
imagine the ad was to wish Merry Chrlstmas
to the Spanlsh Forestry friends of Harry and
Walt Myers , since the I'Forest Farmer"
placed the ad.

DEL W. THORSEN: (Ed's note--This was a

real nice,thoughtful note from Del.) Just
received the January issue of the "Dixie
Ranger." Sure enjoyed it. In the future,
we wiil try and keep you informed of the
goinqs-on in this area. (Ed's note: Del
also furnished information that wiil appear
elsewhere in this issue. Thanks for Jack
Fortin's address.)

IviRS. IACK FORTIN: Just a note to tell vou
about Sylvia. (Mrs ' Fortin is Sy1vla Bryan's
sister.) She took Phil to the doctor January
22 and while parklng her car, she feII on a
slope or sidewalk and cracked her right
wrist and Left kneecap. I flew over 24th
and she had two casts, but a week ago the
doctor took off the knee cast and cut it
in to, and put back part with ace bandage,
so it's easier to get around . We go back

next Friday and doctor probably wlII
x-ray. Hope to go home the week after
that " She is much stronger and by then
wi11 .be abie to manage quite well. Hoping
she can find someone to come in and clean,
etc. Neighbors and friends can pick up
groceries until she can drive. She has
been a grood patient. So far Phil hasn't
complained about his new cook either.
Jack is the lonesome one--if he had
still been working, time would go faster
for him. Would you mind letting some of
our Forest Service friends know? I don't
know i.f Alice Reinsmith is in town or not.
Hope you are both okay. Lovingly.
(Ed's note: With this pubiication, Marian,
aiI your friends will know about Syivia. )

F. HENRY SiPE: The Governor reappolnted
me to the Surveyors Examining Board.
About 440 iicenses issued. SaIes of my
book on surveying and the new compass
going well. No spare time for me.

LEW & HELEN MIELKE: The "Dixie Ranger"
gets better all the time and is certainly
more than worth the dues, speaking of
which, I can't find that I paid the 1972
dues. Enclosed is check for $4 to cover
1972-73. If I have paid for 1972, piease
apply to 1974. We have been saddened
hy "Loopy" Lane's death here and now
understand that Ted Seely is seriously
iIl. P1ease ask his friends to send him
a note of cheer which isn't easy. George
Morqan, although somewhat incapacitated
is still perking along and has a good
earthy story to t'el] when I see him. I
notice you show under February birthdays
the name of Marvin Joyner. I'm sure
you heard by this time that he died last
fall. I w-as out of town at the time and
didn't know it until I returned. Under
contract I resurveyed and marked
boundaries of Forest Service lands last
faII in Cherokee and Ciay Counties, some
of which I had originaily surveyed in
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1932 for acquisition. Was surprised how
much steeper, brushier, and rockier in
41 years that Tusquitee country had be-
come. Many thanks to you, the Officers
and Board of Directors for their work in
the "Association. " Sincereiy. (Ed's
note: Your note about Marvin noted,Lew;
his name has been removed from birthday
iist)

I\4ILDRED (trnnS. E. E.) WAGNER: (Ed's
note: This letter was I] pages single
spaced. I'm lncluding only news of the
Forest Service and those friends mentioned,
ok Mildred?) I received my "Dlxie Ranger"
in the mail yesterday and enjoyed reading
lt so much. It's good to see names of
Forestry friends who used to live in
Texas, such as "Hunts, Whipples, Coopers,
Fischers, Chipmans, Eriksson, Millar ,

Sam Greenwood, Marrrin Joyner and Harry
Wright--also loe McPherson. " I will send
my dues to you with this letter. I went
to see Mary Welch today; her mother-in-
1aw was buried yesterday. Ivlary retired
from the Forest Service in 197 2. Elaine
Love has not worked since last JuIy be-
cause of iliness; I thlnk she will retire
around June 1. I have also visited with
Ieva Melton. Have only seen Elaine and
Paul Vincent once since last summer. TeIi
my friends in Atjanta "hi" for me, and let
me hear from you when you have time.

IOHN B. HATCHER (Ed's note: This letter,
a If page typed one, addressed to Larry
Newcomb and turned over to me for the
"Dixie Ranger.") When Helen and I got
back from an extended trip through Canada
and the West, we found the "Dixie Ranger"
in the mountains of accumulated mail, and
lt seems I'm behind in my dues . Here is
my check. 'Fore I forget it, there is a flre
control man on the Lassen who asked to be
remembered to you--I. D. Copeland--who
knew you on the Ouachita. We camped in
Provlnclal Parks north of Superior, and were
rained out at entrance to Quetico-Superior--
too damned cold for canoe fishirg trlp" Tried
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to find Paul Vincent all around the southern
end of lake of the Woods but no luck from
people or telephone directories. I'll have
to drop Lew a note to see if he knows his
address. We headed for NW Canada hoping
to get some fishing in the Lesser Slave
Iake country and around Prince Rupert,
B . C. , where we hciped to get a whack
at halibut and salmon; but we were still
piagued by rain and cold. Enjoyed Jasper,
especially from the top of Whistler Moun-
tain, and had interestinq encounters with
a fine bull e1k just peeling hls velvet, a

renegiade bear who was very skiliful at
opening coolers and selective in his llkes
he spit out a fine steak and waltzed off
with a pound of bacon and a group of five
mountain goats" As we headed south,
tried to show Helen Lake Louise where
I'd spent a little time in 1930, but it was
like Grand Central Station, so we gave up
and headed for the less people-cluttered
country in southern B . C. , and then into
Washington where we stayed with Fred
and Esther Overly. Fred is thinking about
selling hls house in Seattle and building
on his iand in Port Ange1es. We camped
and wandered down the Washington and
Oregon coasts and v,rere stymied on salmon
because it was so rough the boats couldn't
get orr.- fh,e bar" So we went directly to
the mineral district of the Lassen where
Johnny ls and spent a month with him and
his wife Juiie (A Forest Service gal whose
father was retired from F.S. l1--5)and two
grandsons, one which we'd not seen , and
with Harry and Delores Davis who have
retired to Grass Valley. We had fair fishing
losing a biq German Brown when he broke
Blb. test just as two fingers were groping
for his gilI slits. We estimated his welght
at about 8Ib. and he struggled down the
shoreline with a Wobble right hanging out
of the corner of his mouth. Had pretty
good fishlng at Stampede Reservoir and saw
some fantastic trout where the Truckee River
comes out of Lake Tahoe--all in a zone
where fishing is a "no-no. " Then we went
into the Klamath-Salmon River country in

i



NW California after steelhead, and had
great fishing. Had to climb along the
cliffs and rocks above beautiful water until
you got to a flat enough place to cas and
wow'. Those solid strikes make it aII
worthwhile. A frienci had two hits and
the fish just headed down into fast water
and kept on going until the 201b. test ran
out and they took it all but the rod and reel.
Either a real big steelhead or a salmon, but
neither showed. I picked up a good case of
poison oak in there from brushing against
the bushes and sliding over the roots on my
rear end. Went through my khaki pants and
took over on the back of my legs , but for-
tunateiy I had immunity to poison ivy and
this lessened the case. Next year I'11 get
the poison oak immunlzation before I head
into that great fishing country. We have a

Coleman camper which is a folddown, self-
contained, with two comfortable beds, stove,
water supply, cooler, sink, portable toilet
whlch we supplement with a Coleman stove
and oven, and a catalytic heater. We can
set up or take down in about ten minutes,
and it is compact and low enough so that
we can take it up logglng roads where the
travel trailers couldn't n'nke it. It is easy
and economical to pull and cuts our gas

miieage an even two miles per gallon. I
have complete cost figures if anyone would
Iike. Do an occasional consulting job when
one comes up and is interesting, but if
none , we play a fair amount of golf , plus
yard and glarden. Miss seeingl you and
other F. S . friends . Do please pass this
on to B11l Fischer and Dick Ivlillar and any
others of our mutual friends. We have
seven grandchildren--five boys and two
girls--and they keep Helen busier than
usual. Our best to you and Evelyn, and
if you get this wdY, we can always scare
up a drink, a bed, and some grub. Best
wishes.

IACK LOGAN: Cricket and I look forward
to receiving the "Dixie Ranger" and we

appreciate your efforts in keeping the

j

.B'
retirees up-to-date concerning old
friends and happenings in the F.S.
Don't know when we can attend one
of the retiree meetings, but look forward
to doing so some of these days. En-
closing check f"or 197 3 dues. We enjoy
retirement and love to live here in the
Ozarks. Hope you and Yvonne are both
well and happy. Come and see us.

B. W. SIPE: Our address was changed
on January I , 1973. IvIy birthday is on
Mai'ch 9--I have one every year.

CLODENE (N4RS. SAM) WHALEY: EN-
joyed the lanuary newsletter. Check for
1973 dues enclosed. In September we
made a tour up through New England
states (ate lr,{aine lobsters) , over into
Canada at Montreal, down to Toronto
where we spent two nights and visited
with friends and back into the States at
Port Huron. Visited friends and relatives
in Michigan for a few days and on hcme .

\A'e were gone about 15 days. It was a

beautiful trip and would like to do it
again. Have been in Naples, FIa, since
December 13. Will probably stay until
end of May. Best wishes to you and
Yvonne. (Ed's note--Thanks for your
letter Whaiey--keep on writing. A
Iot of your friends enjoy hearing from
and about you.)

CLEI\4 J. WYERS: Everything more or less
normal in N.W. Arkansas. Very cool at
times. I was able to play a round of
golf on Tuesday , 2/L3. We had been
planning to go to Florida for a few days
until the weather here rnoderates . Trip
has nov,z been held up for a few days
waiting for the snow to melt and clear
I-75 south out of Atlanta.

HERB STONE: Herewith is check for $4.
The January "Dixie Ranger" reminded me
that dues time is here. I checked records
for last year and found no eviderrce that

,
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I paid f"or 197 2 . This check should qet me
back in good standing again. Wish i
could attend March meeting but the time
is not right. Best wishes to all.

VIOLA MELTZ: Here are my $2 dues and I
wish for all of us a healthy year. In my
way of thinking, the "Dixle Ranger" is
getting to be in the same category as
"Changing Times"--full of interesting news.
Am really enjoying my retirement--dolng
volunteer work which really takes up a lot
of time, but one can more or less make his
own schedule which does away with stress
and tension. Have done some part-time
work too and will accept any work coming
my way. Best regards to all.

GUY M. WILKINSON: Enclosed is check
for $ 4 f.or 1973-7 4 dues. Ivllght as well be
ahead a little for I sure don't want to miss
a copy of the"Dixie Ranger. " Enjoyed
seeinq so many F.S. folks (past and present)
at the S.A.F. meeting here. Quite a re-
union and it brought back many great memor-
ies. Your staff is doing a fine job with
the "Dixle Ranger. " I appreciate getting
news of fellow retirees. (Thanks for Jack

Fortin's address. Kindest regards.

IAMES R" CHEEK: We enjoy the "Dixie
Ranger" so much and read every word of it
(some of it twice) . The boat trip to the
Bahamas sounds fantastic and if scheduled,
Ruby and I will be there. We had planned
to make the Cradle of Forestry trip last
year but were not able to make it. You
know we have many fond memories of that
area--we spent our honeymoon in the old
Schenck lodge in August 1946, and we
would like to see the way it looks now.
Just for the record, here are our birth
dates . (fa' s note: Jim's letter came on
stationery of Massachusetts Mutual Life
Ins. Co., and he has an address at 612
N. State Street, Jackson, Mississippi. )

I
E. R. (Erny) DESiLVIA: To my old friends
in R-8: Your "Dixie Ranger" is very much
enjoyed here. Only wish it was more
convenient to participate in your activities.
Russ Vance and I are apparently the only
members in lvlontana. If there are others
let me know, and I'Il iook them up. (Check
November directory Erny--Ed.) The winter
here has been coid but the snow very light.
Of course, the ski and snowmobile
people are yowling, but for me it is good
as I have been able to fish all wlnter, with
considerabie luck. Last time out, I
brought back eight nice ones, and hooked
one that must have welghted B-10lbs. Broke
the tip of my pole and mangled the hook.
Now some people might think I am lying,
but the truth must come out. I , therefore ,

call upon those towers of virtue--Eve
Evenson and Tom Hunt--to verify and
support my honesty in such matters.
Well'.lll'. We plan to leave next week for
about a month in the S.W.--Phoenix and
Tucson--for awhile and border area. Under-
stand that George Glendenning ls in Tucson
so will look him up. If any of you get out
this way in the summer, be sure and let
us know ahead a litt1e as we are in and
out considerably. Best wishes.

ARCHER SMITIi: Here, belatedly, is a

check for $4 for dues current or future.
The January 197 3 issue of the "Dixie
Ranger" was well done and read with much
lnterest. For my part, thanks for all your
time that I know it takes to compile and
get it out. You are doing fine , Tom . We
are thoroughly enjoying our retirement--
Zf, years to date--but I didn't imagine how
busy one can get and still be retired. Be-
tween work with our community organiza-
tion, building on our house, forestry,
pond and garden work on our place, plus
church, poll managring and many other
activities , retirement has become the
busiest and lowest paying job I've ever

il
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had. One current job is trying to organize
a fire protection district in our area under
Community Sponsorship--and on it Eoes.
It's simply amazing how many others can
find things for a retiree to do, but it's a
great life. Our house is still in building
status. We first called it "Interlochen"
because it lies between two small iakes or
ponds, but with the continui.ng and planned
additions to our house, we are now chang-
ing the name to "Add Infinitum. " Just a
week ago, we had 14 inches of snow on
the qround and it was 22-24 degrees just
20 mlles East and South of us. For awhile
I thought I was in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin
or Montana , but we made it through ok.
The power stayed on--a big thing for us-*
and our tractor, scraper, and chains got us
out all right. iim Cartwright spent two
days with us just before the snow storm
and helped with our latest house addition--
a glassed-in porch. He also got my radial
arm saw running which, up to then, was
just waiting for someone like Jim to come
aiong. After he left us, he and Maude were
marooned in Orangeburg, S . C. by 22-24"
of snow. If you know of anyone wanting
to help like Jim did (and Rip Williams too) ,

just send thern up. Board/ room, and drinks
are all furnished free. \A/e won't be able
to make the Ivlarch 7 meeting but please
give our best to all. Regards. (fhanks
for Fortin's address. )

GEORGE S. iAMES: We received the first
newsletter fro 1973 and enjoyed reading
it, as usual. Enclosing $4 to pay our
1973-7 4 dues. We never want to be late.
if the dues increase in 197 4, we will make
up the difference, for it is a bargain con-
sidering the amount of effort qoing into the
program and the assoclated reporting. We
have had lots of rain. We can use all of
lt and more to fill this pool this spring.
Give our regards to everycne.

SID IvICIAUGHLIN: (Have two letters,
one dated 2/L6 and the other 2/23/73,
both of which gave me change of addresses.
lTe asked that I have the change made on
all of the RO mailing llsts.) We sold our
home and will be at this new address: -

905 Hearthstone Drive, Stone Mountain,
Georgia 30083, until the fore part of
April. This is our son's home. We wili
be moving out to Lewiston, Idaho in April.
WilI send you another address change at
that time. We don't want to miss any
news of RB and it's wonderful people.
His 2/23 letter: We have sold our
Atlanta home and moved in with son David.
We returned to Atlanta after spending over
five years working as a Consultant for
the Pub1ic Administration Service head-
quartered in Chicago. The assignments
took us to over 20 cities in several states
from the East to West Coast and return
to the Southeast. We enjoyed each loca-
tion and found the work interesting.
Spending the past year in Atlanta has beq:
busy remodelling our home and fixing it
up for sale. It has been grreat to be back
with friends. We are all set for a trip to
Spain with a group of Forest Service reti-
rees during March. Shortly after Aprii I
will head west with plans to permanently
settle in the Lewiston, Idaho area . We will
be very anxious to receive all copies of the
"Dixie Ranger." We will advise you when
we get settled in Idaho. Lewiston is on
the Snake River and has a climate similar
to Atlanta, temperature wise. Within the
next two years, it will be possible to
take a hoat trip to the Pacific vla the Snake
and Coiumbia Rivers. We will be anxious
for our R-B friends to stop by for visits.
(Ed' s note: Sid , i sa\ / you yesterday--I'il
make the address change when you iand in
idaho-*ok ? )

l
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JOE MCPHERSON: Please Pass dues for
197 2 and I97 4 to Lew. Still more or less
doing about the usual--nothing. Drove
to the Pacific N.W. and Alaska last year.
Probably to the NW again this year. May-
be a boat trip somewhere. We might even
surprise our friends in that (I hope he
meant Georgia) part of the country one of
these days.

JIM VESSEY: Greetings, and other express-
ions of "How-do-you-do. " "Will not"--
sounds too harsh and arbitrary'. I'd rather
tell you that Norm and I will not be able to
attend your March 7 luncheon and that we
are sorry. We get busier and busier at
being busy. It isn't that we have so much
to do; it just takes so long to get anything
done, and we just will not plan anythj.ng
ahead. I've been spending a dispropor-
tionate amount of time trying to get my
qolf game down to and below 100, con-
sistently. I think I'm going to make it.
Then I'11 make a special effort to get to
your annual tournament some fall. (Ed's
note: Jim Vessey was responsible for
and furnished the trophy that is presented
to the Annuai F.S. Golf Association
champion. He ls the one who insisted on
the F.S. Golf Association being organized
and a tournament is held each year around
the end of October or first of November.)
A11 of us owe you fellows who are doing
the work a big "thank you" for the Retiree
Association--Norm and I do so. We are
sad to read the death notices. Love and
best wishes to all. Fm & Norm .

GIL STRADT: He said he couldn't come to
the March 7 luncheon, but added, "Check
for annual dues enclosed. Please deliver
to the proper offlcial. You all have fun."
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HARRY GARNSEY: Here's my check for
1973 dues. Sorryr I can't attend the
meeting, but I do enjoy getting the "Dixie
Ranger" and getting all the news from so
many old friends. I'm too lazy to corres-
pond with them. Ever since my retlrement
in 1967, I have worked part or fuIl-time
with Sherwin-Williams Company, a branch
store just five minutes from home in
Chamblee. Had a small setback with my
heart in February, but expect to be back
to work soon. Regards to all of our friends.

BILL & LOIS MCCONNELL: Yes, the "Dixie
Ranger" is worth $2--here it is. Despite
our best intentions to retire quietly to the
coast and llve on oysters and grouper, we
flnd it more exciting to live in the big
city--Tallahassee--and be part of the
Urban scene. I'm ] of the way through
to my Masters Degree in Urban and
Regional Plannlng at F.S.U. and then will
be back in action. Having a great time
being a student again--this time with
money.

WILBUR E. BERRY: Here are my 1973 dues.
Sorry I'm late; I've been in hibernation.
It's been thirteen years since it snowed
here, and we've had three snows already
this winter, 2-3" in each snow. I suggest
dues checks be made out to SFSRA--the
full name puts quite a strain on a retiree's
pen hand. Louise and I keeP busy. In
September and October, we took a 7000-mile
trip. We went to Maine via Albuquerque ,

Denver, Lansing(Uicfr.), and Buffalo,N.Y.
Had a fine trip. We enjoy the "Dixie
Ranger". Note change of address which
is: 512 Wisterla St. , Lake Jackson, Tsxds
77566.

EI\4ORY HUNNICUTT: Here are dues for 
I

1973. Sorry can't attend Juncheon. Atlanta 
I

traffic too much for country boy. Last trip 
I

to Atlanta was in 1970 to see U.N.C. play 
I

Arizona State in Peach Bowl,but saw mostlV 
I

rain and snow. AJmost had nervous break- 
|

down drlvlng from hotel to Grant Fie1d. 
I

I



J. FRANK PALMER,iR: I::cl.esed dues for
1973. i enjoy reading the "Dixie Ranger"
and agree with what somecne else has
said--it's worth the $2. I have been real
busy catching up with those things I put
off so long doing here on the farm. I also
do first aid instructi::g fcr industry and
civil Qtroups .

DOT JOSEPH: Please pass this (dues) on
for me. Thanks for the reminder in"Dixie
Ranger. " You're doing a great job. I look
forward to the "Dixie Ranger, " since it's
about people I know.

SADIE ALLEN: Enclosed is check for 1973
dues. Hope some day I can manage to be
in Atlanta and attend a meeting. But I
don't get around much as I once dld. I
enjoy the "Dixie Ranger" and keeping up
on the news of my old R8 friends. Moved
to Sanford last September and like my new
house. Have a lovely apartment in a
high-rise for Senior Citizens. Keep as busy
as my heaith permits, but spend a iot of
time just sitting, knitting, and remember-
ing. Am so thankful I had all those good
years with the Forest Service--al1 of which
makes for grood remembering. Regards to
my good friends.

H.O. MILLS: Here are my 1973 dues. No
particular news from here" Spence Palmer
lost his bilifoid and went into a state of
shcck and trauma; prcqnosis is good, €X-
cept for some permanent "fiscal" damage.
Retlrement has not s.weetened Red Harkins'
disposition a bit--still just as ornery and
cantankerous as ever. Had an insulting
but thorouEhiy enjoyal:1e telephone call
from him. Auburn's football success last
fall has bucked hirn up considerably. We
were near Jack Fortin when we were in
Western Wyoming last June, but didn't
get over the hill into Utah. Had a very
enjoyable visit from Bill & Lu Branch last

i2

year. Bj.il should be invited to become
an assoclation member. He worked up
from ]^F. to Forest $upervisor in this
RegLon l':fore he went west. His address
is VI.C. Branch, 2 Washington Lane,
Orinda, California 94563. Same applies 

_

to Fa""ri S'rrarthout who progressed from
CulturaL Foreman to Supervisor in RB be-
fore being committed to the WO. Loopy
lane's passing was a personal loss. He
was a good friend and his excellent sense
of humor brightened my day many a time.
He will be missed.

A.B. "IMEARY" WILLiAMS: Here is our $2
qladly. Evelyn and I went west this past
summer in our VW camper. Visited o1d RB
people such as Bob Lancaster--started on
the Ouachita now Supervisor of the Los
Padres; the Rounsefeils, the old go-go
Texas fern hopper on his beautiful Xmas
tree farm in Oregon; the Syversons--Ranger
on the old Francis Marion. Sy is single-
handedly building a nice home on a Wash-
ington river bank; and the Jack Fortins in
their beautiful rocks in Oqrden. We are
soon leaving for a revisit to Iran. Some
work for the Iran Forest Service--no pay
but ail expenses--with the International
Executive Service Corps. Finally broke
down and bought some golf clubs here in
Eikins Lake. We love to get the newsletter.
If any of you come through Texas, please
stop at Eikins take.

W.D. "BUCK" BUCHANAN: It is so nice
to get the "Dixie Ranger" and the news it
contalns about various ones who are re-
tired people and also those in action. This
is flne due to the faet that one can find
tirne heavl' on his hands if it were not for
some special lnterest" We still have snow
on our lawn; it has not been free of it
since early in November. We think one
day that a break will csn e, but thls lasts
only a day or so and then some more of

I



the white stuff starts to falI. This has
been one of the coidest winters on record
as well as one of the wettest according to
the weather reports. The ski fans are
having a bali with so much excellent snow
for them, and the lifts have been running
since mid-November. The prospects for
irrigatlon water for farmers has never been
better. However, if we get a sudden thaw
in the hlgh mountains, we might get drown-
ed out. Enciosing $ 2 f"or 1973 dues. On
Saturday 2/24, my wife along with a jet
load of 180 people will fly non-stop from
SaIt Lake City to Spain. She also plans
to go to North Africa and visit Rome once
more for the thrill of seeing the old Roman
ruins and also to other points of lnterest
from a Christian point of view. She has
been there at ieast two times before, but
never ceased to thrill at these places. I
keep busy doing research on bugs, advising
graduate students, and also giving talks
about insects to schools. I gave one last
week and am scheduled to give another
next week in another school. I find that
kids ln the lower grades,5th and up, are
very much interested in seeing displays of
insects and learning about them. i also
find that many of the students are quite
advanced in their knowledge of the charac-
ters that distinguish insects from other
forms of Orthopods. In the fall, I got a

very lovely Ricker Mount with butterflies
and moths from sixth grade students in
Pa. One of my former students in Atlanta
U. was the teacher who got these kids
going on insects. They are mounted per-
fectly with the common and also the scien-
tlfic name on each insect. I feel that kids
would find preparing mounts of various
kinds of as much interest as anything else--
they simply don't get exposed to the ideas
in many of our classrooms. Hope everyone
is happy. Sorry to hear of death of Dorothy
Smith's husband. I hope she's adjusting
weli; she's a very special person.
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HARVEY BOSTON: (Ed's noto: This was a
personal letter to me, but contained re-
marks of interest, so I included. Harvey
wrote on a sheet of paper at least 100
years oid. \Mon't some of you folks in
Hot Springs please subsidize Harvey with
some stationery?) We have known Bill
Dale and family for forty years and lived
in their house for a time. There will never
be another USFS employee like BiIl. I
once had money in a bank that Bill had
stock in; it went broke and Mr. Dale
personally made payments to me for my loss.
During fire season he literally camped in
the fire hazard area and was on the job
24 hours a day--and that was before any-
one ever thought of overtime pay. We
never go anwvhere and haven't even been
to see Ruth's sisters and brother in about
two years; they ail live in Arkansas. The
"Redhead" hasn't been able to travel in
that time. Maybe when we are both feeiing
healthy at the same time, rare will try and
visit a llttie around close to home. Have
friends scattered from here to Alaska who
have been to see us but just couldn't enjoy
their visit at the time. Our Christmas
dlnner was really a feed and the "Redhead"
made it, took a whole week to get ready,
and held u"p weIl, I probably gained 251b.
over the hoildays. Guess I'm getting "Mr.
5x5"again or the "Round lvlan" as Red Harkins
used to call me. You are right that most of
my life has been in this area. I guess I
know much more about it than the annual
visitor. it is hard for me to remember where
the clty llmits of Hot Springs are any more.
Actually, I think our Hot Springs are our
most important commodity, even though
there are other attractions . By living here,
I can go down to the display springs and
soak my hands in the "runoff" and get a
lot of relief for sore and swollen hands
when they get real bad. I know that the
doctors have some reservations, but the
peopie that have gotten relief swear by them.

t'



One time I sarv a young lady brought in
by wheeichair and hoisted into the pool
in a sling. Before I finished, she was
walking. Didn't have to talk to her--
the results were evident.

PAUL A. SWARTHOUT: (Ed,s note: This
was a personal letter to me after I sent
Paul a few back-ct:pies of the "Dixie
Ranger" and a dlrectory, and while he
did not authorize me to quote him, I
thought a iot of folks wouid like to know
that Paui is now a full-fledged member of
the Association.) I certainly do remember
you and very we1l. I also reca11 the cir-
cumstances you descrlbed in your ietter
when Rayworth and I had the temerity to
suggest that annuai Administrative Assis-
tants' meetings were a waste of time. Ray
and I got into a number of arguments like
that with the RO--a11 ln good fun. Ray
was a darned good Government employee
and a top notch Administrative Assistant .

Attached is my check for $2 for 1973. It
seems llke a very small amount for all
the work that is involved. Are you sure
it is enough? Everything else has gone
upi shouldn't the "Dixie Ranger" too?
Reason for not replying to your letter more
promptly is the wife and I, only day before
yesterday, returned from a three-week
trip through the Carribbean. We did our
first journey on a freighter, trying to see
if we might be able to stand a round-the-
world voyagre on such a ship. We enjoyed
it very much ancl were able to spend part of
a day with Frank Wadsworth and his wife
in San Juan. Frank and Pegrgy took us out
to the Carribbean National Forest, my first
visit to that unit. I arn happy that you
wrote to me, Tom, and included me in the
RB continuing family reunion. I think it is
wonderful that you are wiiling to take on
the Editor job for the "Dixie Ranger. " I
Iike your product very much. You have just
the right touch. I retired last June 23 ,L972.
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I really have not gotten used to retirement.
Thanks again for your ietter and invitation
to join the Association.

(Ed's note: I mentioned earlier that we
HOPED to get Paul as a new member--
it has been accompiished. For anyone
interested since Paul's address is not in
the latest directory, it is 604 Poplar Dr. ,
Falis Church, Virginia 22046 .)



Regional Forester Max Petersonts Speech to
Retiree Associatlon,March 7, L973

Since Ted Schlapfer talked to you, there have been many changes in the
Forest Service and the Department. Let me bring you up to date on these
changes. Secretaty Butz is now CounseLor to President Nixon for Natural-
Resources. There is a new Assistant Secretary for Conservation, Research
and Education - Robert W. Long. The Forest Service comes under this
Assistant Secretary. Wll1iam Galbraith is the Regional- Director for
Agriculture in Kansas City, Mo.

trlithin the Forest Service, we'vg had a change ln Chiefs - John MeGuire
replaeed Ed Cl-iff. Rex ResLer is the new Associate Chief, Jack Dienema
is the new Deputy Chief for Administration, Tom Nelson new Deputy Chief,
S&PF, Phil Thornton Deputy Chief for Programs and Legisl-ation. Ed Schultzrs
replacement has not been named. Dr. Keith Arnold as Deputy Chief for
Research is the only top leve1 staff r^rho has not changed in the last year.

At the fieLd leve1-, there are trdo new Reglonal- Foresters, three new Station
Directors and one S&PF Area Director.

A11 of these ehanges provide an opportunity to take a I'fresh lookr at
current and emerging issues. Throughout the Forest Service we are not as
"trocked" in or as defensive as we were. Werve taken the initiative on
several items such as roadless area review for study, Wil-d Lands or Wil-d-
erness East, Multidisciplinary Land Use Pl-anning, Cooperation with States
and Multl-County Planning Distrj-cts, Incentives for Private Forest ldanage-
ment, Urban Forestry, Wildlife and Visual Management Coordination, Timber
Management in a Quality Envj.ronment, Ti.mber Sr-rpply Trends, etc.

We recognize we have a challenging period ahead of us to make progress
in the face of an austere budget, reduced personnel cellings, and goals
for quality production to meet specific targets in timber sa1es, equal
employment opportunity, etc. We face a tough and demanding chaLlenge.

Now for a more i-ocal picture. Yourve heard of the t'System for Managing
the National Forests in the Eastrr and the "Guide for Managlng the National
Forests in the Appal-aehians", I donrt believe any of us were fu11y aware
of the signifieant effeet these documents would have on our management
activities when we adopted them a year and a half ago. Now a natlonal
pl-anning poJ-lcy is being formulated in the Washington Office based Largely
on the system. The system provided the catal-yst for reorganLzatlon at
both the Regional- and Forest Ievels. Werre much better attuned to the
publ-ic in their expressed needs and preferences. In fact, public lnvol-ve-
ment, is a very essentlaL part of this new approach. Werre far more
sensitive to soclal needs and environmental problems and thls planning
system is resul-tlng ln the best long range multiple use plans wetve
ever had.
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Wetre developing the 0zark-HJ-ghLands Guide and wiLl have a review of this
l-ater in March and Wayne Cloward is heading up the team to complete the
Coastal P}ains and Piedmont Guides by the end of Ju1y. Wlth the corn-
pletion of these guides, all of Reglon 8 wil-l- be involved in unit p1-annlng.

Irm sure yourJ-I be interested in the reorganization of the Regional
Office. We used Lo have ten divisions and ten Assistant Regional Foresters,
we norr have eight Program Areas and eight Prograrn Directors. The Divislon
of Wil-dl-ife and Range was combined with the Divisj-on of Timber and is now
called Range, Timber and Wildlife Program Area. Jim Sabin heads up this
area. The Divisions of Lands and Minerals and Fire Control were combined
into Fire and Lands Program Area. CarL Hlckerson is the Program Director
here. The MineraLs Seetlon moved to Recreation and I{aterhsed with Wayne
Cloward. The Division of Fiscal- Control- merged with the Division of
0peration and is now call-ed Management Services Area with Hans Raum as
Program Director. Hans will move soon to the new Pl-anning and Evaluation
Area and Jim Webb, who used to be in the Region in Personnel, will re-
pl-ace Hans. The Planning and Evaluation Area eovers the multiple use
Job he1-d by Fred Newnham and Bob McDonald. Name changes came about' too,
as a result of reorgatization and the Dlvisj-on of Informatlon and Ed-
ucatlon is now calLed External Liaison" PersonneL with Roman Pfeffer,
Engineerlng with John Adams, and Recreation and Watershed with Wayne
Cloward remain much the same.

Yourre probably aware that the Senate passed an Eastern I{il-d Areas bil-L
during the last session of Congress. The House never took action on the
companion bill and as a consequence, the measure died. The issue was re-
introduced as Senate Bill S-22 Ln this session of Congress and was quickl-y
followed by 5-315 introduced by Senators Jackson and Buckley. 5-316 would
establ-ish 28 instant tr{ilderness Areas under the 1964 Wilderness Act.
Hearings were held on 5-316 two weeks ago and at that time the Chiefrs
testimony indieated that the administratj.on would shortly offer a com-
promise bil-l to ,mend the l-964 Wil-derness Act. Since then Senator Henry
Jackson has introduced 5-938 whieh would amend the Wilderness Act of l-964
to i-nclude areas East of the 100th Meridian under a more fLexibLe identi-
fication eriteria which would allow for the restoration of man-made im-
pacts on the Iand. The bill- also l-ists 53 areas which would be studied
for incLusion in the Eastern WiLderness System.

The fate of ttrese tr^ro bills is unknownn however, it is 1ikeLy some positive
action will resuLt in this session of Cr:ngress.

Pending legisi-ation that vrould affece the Forest Service.

l wontt try eo e.over al-l- of tirese buf I'm sq:re that many of them are ade-
quately covered i-:r the Press. Ttrere €'j:e a euupie whj"eh are of nnajor
significance to us. First, there i-s censidera'm1e congressional interest
in establishing some type of Federal- Land Use Legislation. The approaches
range from what woui-d amount to strong Federal l,and Regulation, particularly
in terms of forested land to an approactrr whieh would require the States
to establish standards and criteria for l-and use planning within the State.
Failure to do so by the State would resul-t in some loss of Federal- funds.
With the Presidentts emphasis on State and Loeai responsibility, I would
guess that a biJ"l provlding for State l-evel plannI"ng direction is the
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most Likely to emerge from congress and get approved by the president.

Legislatlon has aI-so passed the Senate which would establish the Big South
Fork of the Cumberland River National Recreation Area which would lnclude
L0 to 20,000 acres of the Daniel- Boone National- Forest. This woul-d be
precedent setting legls1ation in that it places the responsibll-ity for the
planning and deveLopment work on the Corps of Engineers who woul-d then turn
the area over to the National Park Service for adminlstration. Thls is
ineorporated in an Omnibus Rivers and llarbor Bil-l- (5-606). Last year the
President vetoed sinilar Legis1-atlon because there were many proposals in
the legislation whlch the President consldered were marginal vaLue and
were very costly. The House has not acted yet in this session of Congress
and we donrt know whether Congress woul-d be able to overrlde the veto. The
proposaL has considerable Local appeal because it calls for an outlay
of about $30 million dol-lars in an area which is economicall-y depressed.
The Kentucky and Tennessee De1-egations support this approach because they
say that the Forest Servlce has not demonstrated its ability to get funds
that are required for thls type of proposal.

Irm sure ruost of you are aware of the continuing argument between the
President and Congress over the right of the President to impound funds
appropriated by congress or to terminate programs such as the Reap,
formerl-y ACP Program. I guess every President since George Washlngton has
asserted some authority to not use funds appropriated by Congress but Con-
gress seems particularly sensltlve about this i-ssue because of the size
of the impoundments in recent years and some criticlsm that Congress is
losLng its power to the Executive.

I want to return briefJ.y to the subject of reorganlzation. Last week
the Chlef approved a Servlce-Wide Study of reorganization, in approving
such a study, the chlef noted that uany Regions, the stations and both
areas have been invoLved in reorganizatlon projects. He fel-t it tine1y
to take a Service-Wide l-ook at the question of how the Forest Service
could organLze to better meet the responsibilities of the 1970ts. The
Chief appolnted a Steerlng Comittee for the study whlch includes Associate
Chief Rex Resler, as Chairnan; Warren Doollttle, Northeastern Statlon;
Doug Craig, Southeastern Area; Carl Ho1strom, I{ashington Office Research;
Hank Debruin, Washington Offlce Fire Management; Gene Bergoffen, Washington
Offlce Legislatlve Liaison; Chet Shields, Associate Deputy Chief for Ad-
minlstrat,ion and yours truLy. I{efre to meet for three days next week in
I{ashington to outline the basle study approach and give dlrection to the
working group who will be worklng up organization al_ternatives.

A number of al-ternative proposals have already been propounded which range
from Deputy Chiefs in the field who would have all three Program Areas of
the Forest service to proposals whleh caLl for minor changes in our
Present organizatlon. I would certalnly be lnterested in any thoughts
that you as retirees have on the subJect.

I know that many of you are concerned about the Fiscal 74 budget for the
Forest service. r have some copies here for you lf yourre interested.

I
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This is the Service-wide budget as contained ln the Presidentrs budget
message. Note that Flscal- Year 74 calls f,or a $104 nil-lion do11ar reduction
from the Fiscal \ear L973 actual appropriati.on l-evel-. This is not rea11-y
as great a cut as it appears on the surface. Because i-n Fiscal Year
1973 we never were authorized to spend roughly $40 million dollars of
the amount thaE was appropriated. AffeetiveJ-y, then, we have a cut from
L973 of about $60 mill-ion dollars or roughly, 10 or L2 percent. Even
that type of eut is not easy to take when you consider that we have a
contlnulng increase i.n recreation visits, including fishing and hunting,
and we are being asked to continue the same leve1 or even lncrease the
timber output because of spiraling lumber and plywood prices. Werre look-
ing at several ways that we can reduce costs which incl-udes a look at
overhead levels at the Washlngton Office, Regional Office and Forest
Supervisorst Office 1eve1. Service-wide this ls al-so calling for a l-ook
at some addltional Forest and District consolldations.

I"Iany of you have heard about the l-0 standard Federal Reglons that were
establ-ished under an Executive Order in 1969. These were basically
established in order to provi.de unlform boundaries for Manpower and Federal
Aid Programs so that States and Clties woul-d not have to deal with several
Regional 0ffices l"ocated in different, cities. It was also done in order
that those administering such programs wouLd be abl-e to coordinate thelr
efforts. At that time the President directed that other Departments look
at the feasibility of conforming to the Regional boundaries. The De-
partment of Interior has since conformed to the boundary. The DeparLment
of Agriculture had a Task Force working on the subject and the Forest
Service had a member on the Task Force. A nuuber of alternatives have
been examined ranging from making only minor changes to a complete re-
adaption of our regional boundaries to coincide with the Federal Regional
Boundary. How this will- come out ls a matter of specuLation at the moment.
It seems obvious that whatever is done wilL have less effect ln the East
than it wil-L in the l.Iest because there are severaL relativeJ.y sna11 Federal
Regions in the East because of the high populatlon. It is possible to
eombine Regions but not to spl-it a Reglon.

I hope that this abbreviated briefing on whatrs happening in the Forest
Service is i"nteresting to you and ehae as a part of our esteemed al-umnus
that you wi1-I give us the benefit of your adviee whenever ,you feel l-ike
dolng so. I wouLd also volunteer for Dave Ketcham, Stan Adans or myself
to give you a briefing once in a while as you desire.


