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          Volume 50 Number Special                                                                                         April 2021 

 

 

SPECIAL 50TH YEAR EDITION 
 

 

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 

 

 

 

And 
 

 

 

 

The Dixie Ranger Newsletter 

 
Congratulations and Thanks to the Forty-One Presidents  

 

and the Eight Dixie Ranger Editors 
 

 

 

For Fifty Great Years 
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This is the cover page of the Original Dixie Ranger April 1971 
 

GREETINGS      

 
To all of you retirees, spouses, and others who have indicated, by payment of dues, an interest in 

joining the newly organized SOUTHERN FOREST SERVICE RETIREES ASSOCIATION. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

 
This is the first issue of the Newsletter.  We hope to publish approximately three each year to 

coincide with the meetings of the Association planned for the year. 

 

INFORMATION OF INTEREST 
 

A meeting was held March 24, 1971, at 10:00 a.m., for the purpose of counting ballots for the 

Association officers and to tabulate applications for membership in the Association.. Those in 

attendance were: John Cooper, John Adams, Tom Hunt, Clint Herrick, and Rik Eriksson. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 1971 
President – Rik Eriksson 

Vice President – J. D. (Red) Strange 

Secretary – John W. Cooper 

Treasurer – Jim Cartwright 

Board of Directors – 3-year term – Ray Brandt; 2-year term – Clint Herrick; 

                                  1-year term – John B. Spring 

 

OUR NAME:  Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
At the time of the March 24 meeting, a total of 104 had applied for membership in the 

Association. These, plus all those who make application prior to April 30, will be considered as 

charter members of the Association. In order to give everyone interested a chance to become 

charter members, we have decided to hold the application list open until April.  (Note: This first 

newsletter continued for 2 ½ pages.)  
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Southern Forest Service Retirees 

Association    
  

  

     Wow, can you believe it was fifty years ago when a small group of retirees met and created the 

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association and began the publication of The Dixie Ranger 

newsletter.  Rik Eriksson, Tom Hunt, John Cooper, John Adams, Clint Herrick, and others had the 

forethought, motivation, and initiative to expend the energy to birth an organization and 

publication that has grown into one of the best in the nation.  There are now fourteen groups of 

Southern Region, Southern Research Station, and Southeastern Forest Experiment Station Retirees 

that meet periodically to share a meal and reminisce about their days in the United States Forest 

Service. These groups are located throughout the Southeastern states.  There are more than one 

group in some of these states.  There are business meetings and luncheons twice a year in the 

Atlanta area.  Articles written by many have resulted in The Dixie Ranger growing into a twenty-

eight page color document that is distributed to more than 350 members and others nationwide.  A 

Directory of Members is published each March.  

 

     Thanks go out to the retirees of the Southern Region, the Southern Research Station, the  

Southeastern Forest Experiment Station, and others that have worked tirelessly during these fifty 

years to make this organization and publication what it is today.  The support from the Regional 

Foresters and Research Station Directors and their staffs have been nothing short of outstanding.  

THANKS to each and every one of you!    

   

Thanks especially to the forty-one Presidents and eight Editors for a job well done!  
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The First Fifty Years 
 

Presidents – SFS Retirees Association                    Editors – The Dixie Ranger 

 
1971  Rik Eriksson    1971 – 1984  Tom Hunt 

1972  Larry Newcomb   1985 – 1988  Rip Williams 

1973  Clint Herrick    1989 – 2004  Ira & Betty Bray 

1974  Art Grumbine    2005 – 2012  Peggy & Dave Jolly 

1975  Rik Eriksson    2013 – 2020  Sid Haggard 

1976  Paul Russell    2021 –    Thurman Harp 

1977  Bill Huber 

1978  Doug Craig 

1979  Lucille Isbell 

1980  Howard Miller 

1981  Bill Brandau  

1982  Jim Carroll 

1983  Bill Brandau 

1984  Rip Williams 

1985  Frank Mayfield 

1986  Bob Hitt 

1987  Joe Giaquinto 

1988  Clark Sell 

1989  Jim  Sabin 

1990  Lee Bardwell 

1991  Helen Thomas 

1992  Tom Smith  

1993  LeRoy Jones 

1994  Bill Hess 

1995  Jim McConnell    

1996  Ralph Mumme 

1997  Jimmy Walker 

1998  Bob Erikson 

1999  Jerry Edwards 

2000  Bob Bowers 

2001  John Lamb 

2002  Mike Sparks 

2003-2004 Dave Jolly 

2005  Ed Cook 

2006-2007 Jerry Coutant 

2008  Jean Kruglewicz 

2009-2011 Larry Bishop 

2012-2013 Sid Haggard 

2014-2015 Jim Rogers 

2016-2017 Alan Pigg 

2018-2019 Malcolm Gramley 

2020-2021 Sonny Cudabac 
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    Fifty Years of Leadership 

 

         Chiefs of the Forest Service 
 

      1962 – 1972   Edward P. Cliff 

      1972 – 1979   John R. McGuire 

      1979 – 1987   R. Max Peterson 

      1987 – 1993   F. Dale Robertson 

      1993 – 1996   Jack Ward Thomas 

      1996 – 2001   Mike Dombeck 

      2001 – 2007   Dale N. Bosworth 

      2007 – 2009   Abigail Kimbell 

      2009 – 2017   Thomas Tidwell 

      2017 – 2018   Tony Tooke 

      2018 – Present   Victoria Christensen 

 

Southeastern Forest Experiment Station Directors 

 

    1972 – 1976 J. C. Barber 

    1976 – 1983 L. E. Lassen 

    1984 – 1992 T. H. Ellis 

          Southern Region Regional Foresters 

 

       Ted A. Schlapfer  1968 – 1972  

Southern Research Station Directors  R. Max Peterson  1972 – 1974  

       F. Leroy Bond   1974 – 1976  

    1970 – 1973  Stephen G. Boyce  Lawrence M. Whitfield 1976 – 1981  

    1973 – 1979  J. B. Hilmon   John E. Alcock  1982 – 1992  

    1979 – 1985  Eldon W. Ross  Marvin Meier   1992 – 1994  

    1985 – 1988  Jerry Sesco   Robert Joslin   1994 – 1997  

    1988 – 1991  J. Lamar Beasley  Elizabeth Estill  1997 – 2001  

    1992 – 2008    Peter J. Roussopoulos Robert Jacobs   2001 – 2005  

    2008 – 2010  Jim Reaves   Charles Myers   2005 – 2008  

    2010 – Present  Rob Doudrick  Elizabeth Agpaoa  2008 – 2014  

       Tony Tooke   2015 – 2017  

       Ken Arney   2018 – Present  
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Looking Back 
By Jim McConnell 

(Jim McConnell was the SFSRA Historian for many years.) 

 

I have been going through old Dixie Rangers trying to glean from those items that may be 

interesting to us.  Those old codgers sure stayed busy and don’t we do the same. 

     From the August 1972 issue I found that a group of 33 retirees made a bus trip from Atlanta to 

Franklin, NC and then on to Brevard and the Pisgah Ranger District (Danny Hile was the Ranger).  

They had lunch at the Schenck Job Corps Center and visited Duke Power Company’s Nuclear 

Power Plant.  All that in two days. 

     The BOD met and determined the Environmental Committee be made inactive until some 

action is needed.  Also, Rik Eriksson tried to sponsor an Explorer Scout Troop but none of the Boy 

Scout Troops were interested. 

     Letters with news were received from J. N. Van Alstine, M. B. Jones, Clyde Hitt, Russell 

“Chip” Chipman, Dan Todd, Edwin Cole, W. E. “Emory” Hunnicutt, Lew Milkie, Viola Meltz, 

Hank Scherer, Ernie DeSilvia, Q. R. Boerner, D. E. Bradfield, Albert Toftle, Leon Thomas, 

Hermine Love, Jimmy Cheek, H. O. Mills, Orrie Hanson, Clodene Whalely, Stan Johnson, and 

Ruth Schaap.  All had news. You may remember some of those folks.?  

 

Another “Looking Back” from Jim: 

 

When the Brays retired from writing The Dixie Ranger they also divested themselves from all the 

records they had kept for many years. Dave and Peggy Jolly took a lot of those records but I 

became the proud owner of several boxes. In one box were issues of the DRs dating back to January 

1972. Let’s take a brief look at some of the early years of the SFSRA.  

     Apparently the organization had existed prior to January 1972 because it already had 225 

members. Larry Newcomb was the President, Clint Herrick was the VP, John Cooper the 

Secretary, and Lewis Whipple was the Treasurer. It also had numerous committees ranging from 

Membership, to Birthdays, Welfare, Publicity, Legislative, and Constitution-By Laws. Dues were 

$2.00 and the general consensus was that birthday cards were too expensive so names would be 

published in the DR, if you let your birthday be known. The next meeting will be at the Black 

Angus Restaurant on Peachtree RD, lunch will cost $2.50. The luncheon will also honor Bill Huber 

who will be retiring on March 30. If you didn’t know Bill Huber you missed something in your FS 

career. 

     Ivan J. Nicholas had suggested that reassignments and transfers be listed in the DR. He was 

appointed by President Newcomb as a committee of one to do just that. Nicholas had retired from 

the SO on the Kisatchie NF and had moved to Fredericksburg, TX. (Probably never to be heard 

from again.) 

 

Ed: We have a copy of the every Dixie Ranger published.  This is due in large part to the active 

job Jim did as Historian and the job the Brays and Jollys did as editors.  The first page of the first 

Dixie Ranger published is on page 2 of this special edition. 
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It wasn’t 50 years ago, but 58 - September 1963.  The picture is 

titled, “ U. S. Forest Service Division of Timber Management”  Do 

you remember any of these? Names are listed below. 
 

 
Sandra Rhodes, Eunice Rivers, Lois Willis, Martha Gloer, Bill Fischer, Nancy Sorrells. From 

other division: Margaret Stephens, Jessie Green, Jerri Abner.  Bill Fischer was Director of 

Timber Management and a charter member of the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association. 
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Dedication of the Sheltowee Trace Recreation Trail 

June 23, 1979, London Ranger District. 

 
 

 
Pictured left to right are Roger Eubanks, Redbird RD; Danny Hile, Pine Knot JC; Steve 

McCorquodale, Stearns RD; Dick Wengert, Forest Supervisor; Lawrence “Whit” Whitfield, 

Regional Forester R-8; John McGuire, Chief; Don Kight, London RD; Clarence “Moose” 

Moore, Stanton RD; Leonard McNeal, Morehead RD; Leo Thiels, Berea RD; Jack Steelman, 

Somerset RD. 

  

 

 


