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A Message from the SFSRA President:

Happy New Year from Alan Pigg,

As Jim Rogers stated it, “When the ball drops on New Year’s Eve, you §a
take over as President”. Well, here I am ready and looking forward to
the task at hand.

Greetings to all the Forest Service retirees and their families. Kay and |
hope you had a wonderful new year and enjoy your retirement as much
as we have. | am proud to call myself a USDA, Forest Service Retiree and be a part of a huge
family of friends and legacy and in our own way, have made a difference with our work, expertise,
and passion to do a good job, whatever it was. Looking back, | am amazed at the accomplishments
| have witnessed over the years- changing eroded landscapes into productive pine forests, restoring
wildlife populations, saving lives and resources through fire prevention and protection, creating
forested urban landscapes, providing clean water, enhancing recreational benefits and the list goes
on. We passed the torch on to those who came after us, just as Gifford Pinchot passed the torch
on to others.

Many of you don’t know me so here is a brief background. | graduated with a Forest Management
degree from Southern Illinois University and immediately was drafted into the US Army during
the Viet Nam War. After | was discharged, | walked into the Forest Service Research Unit at
Carbondale, IL asking about a job. Dr. Ron Lindmark hired me as a temporary technician to do
some literature reviews and key punch work. Later, I got on full time as a forester with State and
Private Forestry in the water resources programs where | spent my next 20 years. | had duty
stations in Carbondale, IL, Morgantown, WV, Jackson, MS, and finally in Atlanta, GA. | also had
some extended details to the Washington Office along the way. In 1990, a new program was
authorized called Economic Action and | was assigned to be the Group Leader in the Atlanta RO.
This unique program offered financial and technical assistance to rural communities. We devised
a method of delivery through each National Forest and State Forestry Organization. They worked
together with other state and federal partners, to reach and assist small rural communities with
economic, environmental and social solutions to their problems. In addition to my regular duties,
| was assigned 40 AmeriCorps members that we put to work in communities across the south. |
(continued on page 2)



(continued from page 1)

worked closely with several Indian Tribes, the National Black Mayors Conference, Resource
Conservation and Development Councils, Natural Resource Conservation Service, and others. In
January 2005, after 34+ years of federal service, | retired and started doing consulting work for
non-profit groups and organizations.

In August of 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast and | went to work for FEMA in a new
area called ESF-14 Long Term Community Recovery. | was on call to go to disasters all over the
country. In 2014, | decided to fully retire.

| started growing Christmas trees on our farm in Southern IL, while in forestry school. This effort
grew into over 12,000 trees, 5 tree lots, and a “choose and cut” operation at the farm. I grew and
sold Christmas trees for 42 years until 2012. Now | spend most of my time volunteering at MUST
Ministries, involved in church projects, wood working, fishing, and helping people in need.

We are constantly learning, but a few things | learned while working for the FS and FEMA:

e We work with people not agencies or organization. Creating a working relationship and trust
with people goes a long way in accomplishing both your goals.

e Don’t try to do it by yourself. Delegation, cooperation, collaboration, partnerships and team
work were the hardest for me to learn, but it paid off big time in getting the job done.

e | hate politics. The Administration and Congressional leaders who listened and followed the
advice of the experts and professionals in making decisions were the best. How many “new”
directions can you remember that we took over the years, only to be changed with the next
administration? - Ecosystem Management, Healthy Forest Initiative, Albuquerque Service
Center, etc. were just a few.

Many retirees shut the Forest Service door, so to speak, when they leave. What used to be
important is now someone else’s job. We have our own lives, grandchildren, hobbies and
activities. But, you are a valuable resource. Just think of all the training and experience you have.
There are a lot of organizations, churches, neighborhood groups, and others who need your help.
Get involved and use your years of experience to help others.

My goal for the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association is to get our retirees involved at the
local level. Contact other retirees and get together for a meal or activity. We are an extended
family and we should care for each other. There are small groups of Forest Service retirees across
the south that meet regularly, so join them or start your own group. Visit our web site
www.southernforestretirees.org. Keep us informed with pictures and information using our
Facebook page Southern Forest Service Retirees Association, email, or the contact us link on our
web site. You can email me at alanpigg@hotmail.com or call 770-924-3057 for any suggestions
or comments.

Have a great year and | look forward to getting to know you and hearing from you.

Alan E. Pigg
President (2016-2017), Southern Forest Service Retirees Association



Wednesday, June 1st Luncheon / Business Meeting

Make plans to attend the Wednesday June 1st luncheon & business meeting! Members and guests
will gather in Atlanta at the Petite Auberge Restaurant in the Toco Hills Shopping Center, 2935
North Druid Hills Road, at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.  Reservations are
necessary by May 27t and can be made by calling Nancy Sorrells at (770) 469-5799 or Joyce
Keith at: 404-229-9888 — leave a message on their answering machine if you do not reach one of
them. It is important to let either Nancy or Joyce know if you find that you are unable to
attend after you have made a reservation because we are charged for the number of
reservations turned in the day before the luncheon. Cost is $16 per person.
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Info from the Chief, Region 8, and Others

People on the Move:

Timothy Abing has accepted the position of regional director, Lands, Minerals and Uses, Southern
Region. He currently serves as the senior geologist with WO-Minerals and Geology Management.

Scott Vandegrift has accepted the position of legislative affairs specialist with WO-Office of the
Chief, Legislative Affairs. He currently serves as the supervisory civil engineer on the George
Washington and Jefferson National Forests, Southern Region.
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Have you visited the SFSRA Web Sites?

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association has a web site. It s
www.southernforestretirees.org. Alan Pigg, the web master, needs pictures of our region,
groups, etc. Please send items to sfsra@hotmail.com. We are also on Facebook. Watch the 2018
Reunion web site http://2018.fsreunions.org/ for information as we develop plans for getting
together in Asheville, NC, September, 2018.
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National Forests in Florida Annual Retiree Reunion

National Forests in Florida - Retirees, spouses and friends are invited to attend the annual retiree
reunion on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at Doe Lake recreation area Ocala N. For further information
contact Terri McDonald at 352-625-1663 or 352-454-5385 or tmcd1663@aol.com.



Leadership Changes in the Regional Office

As most of you are likely aware, Ann Christensen retired from her Director position earlier this
month. Ann desired that her retirement decision not be widely announced so we honored her
request. Over the last several weeks, we worked closely with Ann to finalize a range of transitional
actions to help maintain the regional recreation, wilderness, heritage and volunteer programs on a
successful path as we begin the process of filling this critical Regional Leadership Team position.

Ann's Forest Service career spanned 38 years and she served most of that time here in the Southern
Region. Her diverse career included many roles across the Region and in the Washington Office.
She served in multiple positions on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests including the jobs
of Timber Management Assistant, Other Resource Assistant, and Forest Planner. Ann was also a
District Ranger on the Daniel Boone National Forest and Deputy Forest Supervisor on the George
Washington National Forest. Prior to coming to the Regional Office as Director of Recreation,
Wilderness, Heritage and Volunteers in 1999, she worked in the Washington Office on the
Ecosystem Management Staff. In that role, she was heavily involved in one of the planning rule
revision efforts. Here in our Region, Ann led the transition team for the transfer of Land Between
the Lakes to the Forest Service from TVA. Ann is well respected throughout the country and has
been a resilient and innovative leader. She has worked very hard to develop and implement
sustainable, ecologically sound and economical programs for the future. She has also made
enormous contributions to the creation of longstanding relationships with a wide range of partners
in the recreation and wilderness community. Ann will be greatly missed by all of us.

I would also like to announce that Deborah Caffin, Regional Trails Program Manager here in the
Southern Region, will serve as the Acting Director through mid-April. She will be followed in the
Acting Director role by Stephanie Johnson, Regional Public Affairs and Support Services Director.
Stephanie will serve as Acting Director through early to mid-June. During this period we will
actively outreach, recruit and complete efforts to fill the Director position permanently. While
Stephanie serves as Acting Director for Recreation, Wilderness, Heritage and VVolunteers, Michelle
Burnett, currently the Deputy Director for Public Affairs and Support Services, will step in as
Acting Director vice Stephanie.

| want to thank Debbie, Stephanie and Michelle for taking on these assignments at a critical time.
They all bring extensive expertise and diverse skills to these jobs. They will be supported by
talented staffs that will help keep all of these programs on a successful course to serve the needs
of the field and collaborate with a wide range of partners and volunteers. Please join me in
congratulating them and | know all of you will give them your full support as well.

Tony
R-8 Regional Forester



R-8 RETIREES GET TOGETHER

Northeast Atlanta — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month
(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The
restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center between Pet Smart, Home Depot and the
Sports Authority just west of Killian Hill Road. Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.

Cobb County Georgia — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet on the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
at the Kennesaw Whistle Stop Cafe, 1200 Earnest Barrett Parkway, Suite #10, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144.
Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.

Cherokee National Forest — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee, at the Golden Corral on Stuart Road. Contact: Paul Huff.

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs,
Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com

Jefferson National Forest — Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd Wednesday of
even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Charles Blankenship at
(540) 774-6272.

George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on
the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off
I-81 at Exit 240. Contact: Eddie Riddle, email, edjoriddle@aol.com.

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area — Retirees, spouses, and friends
meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the
location as it may be in a different place each month. George’s e-mail is georgelynch@verizon.net. His
phone is (828) 369-9722.

Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April
and 4" Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com. You
may also contact Glenda Wood (803) 563-5498 woodjg46@outlook.com.

The National Forest in Florida - Contacts are Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 (386-
752-7325) or Joann Webb (Missoumiss@comcast.net ).

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3 Thursday
of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Golden Corral in Lufkin, TX. Contact: Carolyn Hughes, 936-875-3328,
carohug@hotmail.com or Gay Ippolito, 936-632-4852, gipp_253@yahoo.com

National Forests in Alabama — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1 Wednesday in
February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville.
Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.

If your group meets periodically and you are not listed on this page, please send
the information to the editor at sidhaggard@att.net. Thanks.


mailto:carohug@hotmail.com
mailto:gipp_253@yahoo.com

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association
Financial Statement as of Dec. 31, 2015
Prepared by Tom Tibbs, Treasurer
Checking Account

Checking Balance as of Jan 1, 2015 $4,641.81
Dues received ( thru May 30, 2015) $1,380.00
Dues received (June 1-Nov. 30, 2015) $1,440.00

Income $7,461.81

Total Income

Expenses
Service Printing & Supply
Printing & Postage Expenses (Mar. 2015)
July - Dixie Ranger
Nov- Dixie Ranger
Asheville 2018 Reunion edition
Bulk Mailing Permit( P. Jolly)
Dixie Ranger Postage (Sid Haggard)
Misc. Office Supplies & Postage (Tom T.)
Total Dixie Ranger Printing Expenses
Electronic Services Expenses
Constant Contact (Sonny Cudabac)
Web Site (Alan Pigg)
Total Electronic Services Expenses
Pledges Paid
Nat Museum of FS History
Forest History Society
2015 FS Reunion
Total Pledges Paid

June Meeting Expenses $57.07

Dec. Meeting Expenses $207.00
Total Meeting
Costs

Total Expenses

Final Checking Balance (12/31/15)

Other Financial Assets
Bank of Marion CD 03/06/15 $2,298.12
Bank of Marion CD 11/6/2015 $2,305.47
Total CD assets
Total Financial Assets (Dec. 31, 2015)

$1,232.18
$782.25

$175.00
$229.80
$135.10

$12.62

$168.00
$168.00
$500.00
$250.00

$1,000.00
$1,750.00

$264.07

$7,461.81

$2,566.95

$168.00

$1,750.00

$264.07
$4,749.02

$2,712.79

$4,603.59
$7,316.38
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Vandy Lee Burt---the 'lantern man'
John Arrechea

The year was 1950. Vandy Lee Burt, farmer and share cropper, planted 23,000 pine seedlings
on 50 acres of his worn-out eroded hill farm. It wasn't the fact that he planted the trees. It was the
way he planted them.

Each evening after supper, Vandy Lee would get a planting bar and a bucket of trees, walk a
mile to a steep hillside which he had plowed. He would plant until darkness fell, secure a kerosene
lantern, previously left hidden, light it and proceed with planting until nearly midnight.

“My daddy cleared up this land 50 years ago,” said Vandy Lee. “He should have left these hills
in trees. If the Lord will just give me time, I'll cover them up again.”

At 62 Burt was a good rebuttal to the belief that elderly people were not interested in tree
planting. Contact with the Soil Conservation Service and Forest Service got him interested in his
first tree planting. “These old worn-out hills ain't good for nothing but to grow trees and besides
they're better than an insurance policy for me” Burt stated emphatically.

Lafayette County soils and elsewhere in north-central Mississippi were and still are as fragile
and erosive as any in Mississippi. Vandy Lee's hill farm soils were of the same nature. Early crop
farming—mainly cotton, corn and sorghum cane is a clean-till crop. After fall harvest the fields
are left bare to the winter rains. Some of Lafayette County's sandy hillsides are referred to as “sugar
sands”. We all know what happens to sugar when “raindrops keeps a falling”.

Beginning in 1948 a federal land treatment program, USDA Soil Conservation Service and
Forest Service, working through local Soil and Water Conservation Districts led the planning and
planting. From 1948 to 1982, 101,182,000 pine seedlings were planted on 86,344 acres of private
ownership in Lafayette in County.

Vandy Lee Burt was one of a few who planted his own. Vandy Lee died June 2, 1968, at the
age of 80 and is buried at Clear Creek Missionary Baptist Church.

The pine seedlings that Vandy Lee planted grew to heal the eroded hillside. We presume that
some of the trees were harvested for paper, while the others grew to lumber size.
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. Thanks to all who submitted articles for this March 2016 issue of the Dixie Ranger. Please E
. consider writing one for a future issue. Please try to keep articles under 2 pages; 1 page is !
. preferred. It is difficult to find space for 3 and 4 page articles. Copyrighted articles must !
\ have a “Permission to Reprint” from the copyright holder. Photos are welcome. Also, small !
E pictures to accompany obituaries are encouraged. | hope all of you have a beautiful Spring !
1 and relaxing Summer. !
! - DR Editor !



The Lands Nobody Wanted

The National Forests East of the 100th Meridian
By Dave Jolly and Jim McConnell

The lands that comprise the eastern National Forests were once part of a vast area of forested land
east of the100th meridian. The resources of this magnificent wilderness were used to build a young
and rapidly growing country. Timber was harvested to build homes, barns and other necessities;
valuable minerals were mined; livestock was grazed; and hillsides were farmed, all with little
understanding or regard for the erosion that would result when it rained, much less the need to
reforest and otherwise take care of it for the future. Fires burned over much of the area where
timber had been harvested and much of the topsoil was lost. Cash crops, like cotton and especially
tobacco denuded the soil after a few years use. New fields were constantly being cleared. Then our
ancestors moved further to the west, always westward, seeking new plots to settle and clear. It was
as if they believed that the resources were so vast that they would never be used up. This
destruction extended from the Lake States to New England, down the Appalachians and the
Eastern Seaboard, across the Gulf Coastal Plain and into the Ozark Highlands. Many referred to
these areas as “the lands that nobody wanted”. Legislation in the 1890s, authorizing creation of
the National Forests from the public domain, had its greatest affect in the West since, by that time,
there was little public domain remaining in the heavily-settled East. While there were the
beginnings of support for establishing Forest Reserves in the east, there was no authority for the
federal government to buy lands for forests. The Weeks Act in 1911 provided for the purchase of
..."“forested, cut-over or denuded lands within the watersheds of navigable streams...”. In 1924, the
Clark McNary Act added “the production of timber ...” as a purpose for forest acquisition.
Eventually Congress established fifty National Forests east of the 100" meridian. It is an irony that
the Great Depression, in the 1930s, stimulated a decade of land acquisition and National Forest
establishment. Lands that had been cutover for lumber or farmed until “worn out”, and owners
simply could not eke out a living or pay their taxes were abandoned and gladly sold to the federal
government at very low prices. But a local public, desiring almost any program that would bring
federal investment to the area to generate needed jobs, together with many who wanted to see
better conservation of the nation’s resources and a public land base that could be used by all the
people. At last there was support for establishment of the eastern National Forests. Purchase units,
established by Congress, authorized the Forest Service to begin buying land. Support for
establishing these National Forests and the actual buying of them, in many cases, turned out to be
two different things. There were many stories reported by the folks who were responsible for
appraising, buying and then taking care of these new public lands. Stories ranged from being told
things like, “Find another way to get to that fire, you ain’t crossin’ my land!” or being told to
“Get your.... out Of here!” at the point of a gun. Fires were set to harass the Forest Service and to
provide firefighting jobs when work was scarce. The Forest Service was scorched from time to
time in a public meetings or when someone got a chance to talk to reporter. Local folks liked the
idea of being able to unload their “worthless” land on the government but did not like the feds
being around when they wanted to cut a few trees, graze their livestock or make a little moonshine.
It wasn’t just a matter of organizing and staffing up for managing land already in the public
domain. The Forest Service had to buy the land and do all the things involved in putting it under
management, learn to live with the folks who were neighbors, in many cases rescue it from past
abuse and then get on with the task of making it produce benefits for all the people. It was a
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gargantuan job that was later recognized as a great service for the resources and the country. In
some respects it remains a work in progress.

Aside from having been substantially abused by their previous owners, the National Forest lands
in the East are different, in many other significant ways, from those in the West. For example,
federal ownership within proclaimed forest boundaries averages only slightly over 50% and on
one forest is only 31%. The Forest Service concentrated on purchasing surface rights, which
traditionally were bought and sold separately from the subsurface rights in areas where mineral
deposits were likely to be found. Purchase of subsurface minerals was deemed prohibitive. This
resulted in government ownership of minerals under only about two-thirds of the lands purchased
for eastern National Forests, with other people or entities owning the remainder. This established
a highly fragmented ownership pattern leading to some very challenging management situations
along with some real opportunities. Combined, these fifty National Forests amount to
approximately 24 million acres, about 13% of the total National Forest System. Unlike the large
highly consolidated forests in the West, there are lots of neighbors within the forest boundaries
who have their own ideas about how land should be used and cared for. While the acreage may be
very small compared to the West, pressure about how to manage these public lands is intense.
About two thirds of the American people, 200 million, live within a day’s drive of at least one of
the eastern National Forests. Perhaps the most significant opportunity and challenge that came
with these new public lands was a chance to demonstrate that they could be rehabilitated and put
back in production. The Forest Service set about this with programs of: tree planting to reestablish
forest cover and control erosion; cleaning out and improving stream courses; redesigning,
rebuilding and improving roads; closing roads that were not needed; controlling wildfires and a
myriad of other things necessary to help the land recover from past abuse.

Over time tens of thousands of Forest Service employees dedicated their efforts and skills toward
improving and protecting the ecological and esthetic values of the recently acquired lands. Today
when you “walk” many of these areas you have to look closely to see remnants of past use such as
stumps and abandoned logging roads. It is a tribute to their efforts, which were so successful, that
within a few years many areas became commonly referred to as “wilderness”, and in, 1975, when
the Eastern Wilderness Act was passed, some became Wilderness under that statute. Parts of the
Cohutta Wilderness in the Chattahoochee National Forest in North Georgia had been railroad
logged in the 1920s. It takes a practiced eye and historical records to see that now. Many an old
timer has stifled a smile when told by ardent environmentalists, “This old growth forest is what
we want.” While the Forest Service led the way, it must be said that it had help from agencies of
the various states and other cooperators, including individuals and groups who were users of the
forests - either for recreation, hunting, fishing and other leisure pursuits or for business, such as
timber harvesting, grazing livestock and extracting minerals. All these efforts led to a vast
improvement of lands in the National Forests. There was the added benefit of showing those who
owned land which was intermingled within forest boundaries, as well as those elsewhere, ways to
improve their own land. A good example of state and federal cooperation to recover both National
Forest and private land was the Yazoo Little Tallahatchie (YLT) River Project on badly eroded
areas in North Mississippi. The YLT, as it was widely known, was a Forest Service “project.” It
was staffed with Forest Service people, covered parts or all of 19 counties in Mississippi, and
functioned from 1948 t01985. During that time over 739 million trees were planted. The job was
to try to stop and manage erosion in highly erodible loess soils. Some gullies were so big, over 60
acres, and worked on for so long that they were given names to distinguish one from the other.
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Usually it was the landowner’s name. How would you like to have a gully named after you?
President William Clinton spoke eloquently in his October 13, 1999 remarks, to a group of
“roadless area” enthusiasts, at the Reddish Knob overlook in the George Washington National
Forest when he said, “A century ago when Mr. Pinchot was first dreaming up his plan to protect
our forests, this vista looked very different than what we see today. In fact it was more wasteland
than forest”. He then went on to say, “Nowadays hundreds of thousands of visitors come here
every year to hike, swim, bike, hunt, fish or just to breathe the fresh air and take in the beautiful
sights. The land that once nobody wanted is now a thriving forest everyone can enjoy”. In a 1977
report for The Conservation Foundation, by William E. Shands and Robert G. Healy, titled “The
Lands Nobody Wanted”, they said “The work of the Forest Service in rehabilitating the eastern
National Forests— in large measure land that only recently nobody wanted— is one of the great
conservation achievements of American history”.

e
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Serious gully erosion on land purchased by the Forest Service, circa 1940
Conecuh National Forest, Alabama Photo courtesy of the Forest Service
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Cobb Cty GA FS Retirees Jan. 26, 2016 Monthly Breakfast

Left to Right Alan Pigg, Bill Hughes, Marnie Kruglewicz, Larry Bishop, Olen Aycock,
Bill Spears, Maurice Hoelting, Joyce Sizemoore, Mike Shipley, and Sonny Cudabac

Practical Parents

| grew up with practical parents. A mother, God love her, who washed aluminum foil after she
cooked in it, then reused it. She was the original recycle queen before they had a name for it. A
father who was happier getting old shoes fixed than buying new ones. Their marriage was good,
their dreams focused. Their best friends lived barely a wave away. | can see them now, Dad in
trousers, tee shirt and a hat and Mom in a house dress, lawn mower in one hand, and dish-towel in
the other. It was the time for fixing things. A curtain rod, the kitchen radio, screen door, the oven
door, the hem in a dress. Things we keep. It was a way of life, and sometimes it made me crazy.
All that re-fixing, eating, renewing, | wanted just once to be wasteful. Waste meant affluence.
Throwing things away meant you knew there'd always be more. But then my mother died, and on
that clear summer's night, in the warmth of the hospital room, | was struck with the pain of learning
that sometimes there isn't any more. Sometimes, what we care about most gets all used up and
goes away...never to return.. So... While we have it..... it’s best we love it.... And care for it. And
fix it when it's broken......... And heal it when it's sick. This is true. For marriage....... And old
cars..... And children with bad report cards.... And dogs with bad hips.... And aging parents......And
grandparents. We keep them because they are worth it, because we are worth it. Some things we
keep. Like a best friend that moved away or a classmate we grew up with. There are just some
things that make life important, like people we know who are special........ And so, we keep them
close! I received this from someone who thinks | am a 'keeper’, so I've sent it to the people I think
of in the same way... Now it's your turn to send this to those people that are "keepers™ in your life.
Good friends are like stars.... You don't always see them, but you know they are always there.
Keep them close! God won't have to ask how many people you forwarded this to, He already
knows your decision.
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50" Anniversary
biygoes © Celebration and
Zoest o Jyears Reunion!

Please join us for a reunion of all past and present
employees of the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area.

Save the Dates...

Sunday, May 29", Reunion for all past and present employees of
Mount Rogers National Recreation Area held at the Wayne C.
Henderson School of Appalachian Arts in Marion, VA.

Monday, Memorial Day, May 30", tours and programs showcasing the

scenic, scientific, and historic values of the Area.

Tuesday, May 31%, the main anniversary event to be held at the Pat
Jennings Visitor Center, Mount Rogers NRA headquarters.

Please check http://www.mountrogersfifty.org/ for a growing list of special events throughout
2016, marking our 50" anniversary year and looking forward to the next 50 years! Also, please
help us spread the word to former Mount Rogers employees and provide Tammy Powers
(tdpowers@fs.fed.us, 800-628-7202) your email address for more information and updates.
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE HEROES GONE
Michael Sparks

What is a hero? Is it someone we look up to, someone who has done something noteworthy or
spectacular? Is it someone who sings well? Could a hero be someone who saved a life or captured
a bad guy? Could be. Webster defines a hero as "a person who is admired for great or brave acts
or fine qualities™.

When we were kids, we all had heroes. Movie actors such as Roy Rogers, Hopalong Cassidy
and others were primarily our heroes. They were the proverbial "good guys"” who chased the bad
guys right off the movie screen. TV's Superman, (George Reeves) was faster than a speeding
bullet, more powerful than a locomotive and could jump over tall buildings with a single bound.
There were comic book heroes such as Batman, Spiderman, Flash and others who could do no
wrong and often saved the world. Their stories could be purchased for the sum of one dime when
we were kids. We could also get into the movie theater for a dime, if we were under 12 years of
age. Think what it costs now to see a movie. So, who are the heroes for kids today? Aside from
science fiction heroes such as Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk, there are none that | know

The heroes we learned about during our lives as kids and young people were oftentimes, heroes
in real life. For example, did you know that Kirk Douglas served as a Lieutenant in the U. S. Navy
and became a communications officer in submarine warfare? In 1944, he received a medical
discharge for war injuries.

Jimmy Stewart was an up and coming actor when he chose to give it all up and join the Army
Air Corp in 1942. Flying no fewer than 20 combat missions over Germany at the controls of the
famous B-17 bomber, he received six battle stars, the Distinguished Flying Cross with Oak Leaf
Clusters, the Air Medal and even the famous French decoration, the Croix de Guerre with Palm.
He even stayed active in the U. S. Air Force reserve after the war, reaching the rank of Brigadier
General before retiring in 1968.

Charles Bronson enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Forces in 1943 and served as an aerial gunner.
In 1945 he was based on Guam as a B-29 super fortress crewman and was awarded a Purple Heart
for wounds received during his service.

People generally remember Eddie Albert as the inept farmer and perennial straight man on the
goofy hit 1960’s TV show Green Acres, but few know that he also won the Bronze Star with
Combat “V” for his actions during the invasion of Tarawa. In November, 1943, Albert (then a
young Navy Lieutenant by the name of Eddie Heimberger—his real name), rescued dozens of
stranded and wounded Marines from the landing craft he commanded, during the Normandy
Invasion while under heavy enemy machine-gun fire.

Think Matt Dillon wasn’t for real? The old west sheriff was every bit as tough as the six-foot,
seven-inch tall actor who played him. As a rifleman for 3rd Infantry Division, James Arness landed
at Anzio, Italy in January, 1944, where he was wounded by enemy fire and evacuated. After
undergoing surgery several times, Arness was honorably discharged in 1945, having received the
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart medals. His wounds bothered him after the war, resulting in
acute leg pain that made it increasingly difficult to mount a horse (Matt Dillon without a horse?
Unthinkable!) It became so bad he had to undergo a series of operations to remove bullet fragments
that had fused into the bone. Now that’s one tough hombre.

Lee Marvin, an actor known for his tough guy roles, was a real life roughian who left school to
join the Marine Corps, serving as a Scout Sniper in the 4th Marine Division in the South Pacific.
(continued next page)
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He was wounded in action during the Battle of Saipan and saw most of his platoon killed. Marvin
was wounded by machine gun fire, which severed his sciatic nerve, for which he was awarded the
Purple Heart medal and given a medical discharge. The tough old Marine died of a heart attack in
1987 and was buried at Arlington National Cemetery where his headstone reads “Lee Marvin, PFC
US Marine Corps, World War II”. Once a Marine, always a Marine.

John Wayne, who fought many battles in WWII movies, did not serve. He tried to enlist in all
branches of the military service but was turned down because of his knee injuries he sustained
playing football but he almost single handedly won the war on screen.

Kirk Douglas attended Midshipman School at Notre Dame University and was subsequently
commissioned as an ensign in the US Navy in 1942. He was wounded in an attack by a Japanese
destroyer. He was medically discharged with the rank of Lieutenant.

Audie Murphy was a true American hero and the only actor to have been awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. In fact, Murphy was the most decorated American soldier of
World War Il who, besides receiving the CMOH, was also awarded 32 additional U. S. and foreign
medals and citations, including five from France and one from Belgium. He later went on to appear
in 44 films—mostly westerns and a few army films—before he died in a plane crash near Roanoke,
Virginia three weeks shy of his 46th birthday. Not surprisingly, he was buried with full military
honors in Arlington National Cemetery

Today, there are many men and women who are currently serving in our military or who have
returned from military service on the battlefield. Many of them were wounded or suffer traumatic
brain injuries or PTSD. They are all real life heroes.

Our fictional heroes as kids were true heroes in real life but today, I'm not sure who kids look
to as heroes. | wish I could return to those days when heroes rode horses and saved the damsel in
distress or who defeated space aliens and saved the world.

R i S i S o

REUNION At The Cradle

Asheville September 2018

SFSRA

Eighth National Forest Service Retirees Reunion
September 2018 Asheville, NC
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Reunion at the Cradle — September 2018

A

= - X
Dave, Liz, & Sid at the Grove Park Inn

Dave Jolly, Liz Agpaoa, and Sid Haggard visited Asheville, NC in February and conducted site
visits for the 2018 National Forest Service Retirees Reunion. Sites visited included the Crown
Plaza Resort, Omni Grove Park Inn, and Marriott Renaissance. They are now waiting for the
revised proposals to begin the evaluation, negotiation, and selection process. Hopefully in the next
few weeks a contract will be signed with the chosen site.
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IN MEMORIAM

Edwin “Ed” Thomas Grushinski Ken Guston
Jerome Bradley Knaebel Donna Lynn Linsin
James Schuyler Sabin, Jr Lynne Thomas

Vera Hnath Thorsen

¥ X * %

¥ Edwin “Ed” Thomas Grushinski, 87, died Sunday, April 19,
| 2015 at his home. Ed was born in Plainfield, NJ where he enlisted into
| the US Navy. He graduated from Rutgers University, NJ with a degree
| in Agriculture and then worked with the U. S. Forest Service for over 30
~ years in Middlebury, VT, McClellanville and Union, SC, Crockett, TX,
| as District Ranger of the Croatan National Forest in New Bern, NC, and

q ‘ transferred to Asheville, NC working in the Cradle of Forestry work in

Pisgah Forest, NC. He retired in 1986. He remained in Asheville, NC
until he moved back to the New Bern, NC area in 2007 to be close to family,

Ed was preceded in death by his two sons, Alan & “Eddie” Grushinski. He is survived by his
wife, Jennie, one son Michael Grushinski (Deanna) of New Bern; his sister Jean Rubin of New
Bern; daughter-in-law Judy Zocco of New Bern; 2 grandchildren Anna and Melissa Grushinski;
Sandra Connor and family and friends.

A private service was held, as he requested. Friends and family wishing to leave condolences
may visit www.pollockbest.com.
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Ken Guston, 73, a resident of London, Arkansas, died Oct. 28, 2015, at the
Arkansas Hospice River Valley Home in Russellville. He was born Feb. 16,
1942, at Fort Sill, Okla., to Albert Dean and Laura Elizabeth Wilson Guston.

Ken was a recreation technician on the Ozark-St. Francis N.F. He retired
several years ago and worked as a real estate agent for a number of years until
suffering a stroke four year ago. He had a massive stroke the previous week
and was in hospice care when he died.

There was a memorial service Nov. 7, 2015, at the Russellville Christian
Center with the Rev. Tom Underhill, the Rev. Susan Allen, and the Rev. Lee
Liechty officiating. Cremation arrangements were under the direction of Humphrey Funeral
Service. The online obituary and guestbook are available at www.humphreyfuneral.com.

Read more: The Courier - Your Messenger for the River Valley - Obituary Ken Guston

Jerome Bradley Knaebel (Nov. 5, 1936 - July 18, 2015) of Perdido Beach,
AL, passed away July 18, 2015. Jerry was born in Hancock, Michigan. He
graduated from Michigan College of Mining and Technology in June 1958. He
was captain of the ski team and tried out for the Olympics. With his bachelors
in Civil Engineering he started his career with the U. S. Forest Service, a career
that would take him to several cities and states. First stop was in Dillon, MT,

- where three of four sons were born; Mike, Carl, and Paul. Then it was off to
Grangevnle ID A few years later he transferred to Butte, MT, where his fourth son Jay was born.
The next transfer landed him in Orofino, ID, with the Snake River running down the valley he
taught the boys how to fish. Then transferred to Boise, ID. This was going to be a very busy tour
for Jerry as his boys were teenagers and active in sports, particularly swimming for the YMCA.
Jerry officiated swim meets and organized the annual Christmas tree lot to raise money for the
team. The Forest Service kept him busy with several wild fires in Idaho and California. Next he
went to the National Office in Washington D.C. He ended his career as Regional Engineer in
Atlanta, GA. While in Georgia, he visited with friends who had retired in 1993, he moved to
Perdido Beach. During his retirement years he was member of the Baldwin County Planning and
Zoning Commission from 2001 to 2010. He also joined the Perdido Bay Power Squadron in 1999.
By the fall of 2002, he had reached the Power Squadron's highest grade of Senior Navigator, was
Commander from Nov. 2001 to Nov. 2003; and the Editor of the Perdido Bay Squadron Newsletter
from 2004 to 2012. He loved the outdoors, boating, fishing, and after retirement, traveling. One
adventure took him as far north as he could drive, to Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, and as far south as Key
West, Florida.

Jerry is survived by his wife, Yvonne; four sons: Mike (Sue Im), Carl (Sandra), Paul (Kara),
and Jay (Bernadette) and one Step-daughter Teresa (Doug) Newton; nine grandchildren Nick,
Katy, Tyler, Kassie, Hillary, and Hana Knaebel, James Newton, Nicole (James) Lee, and one
brother: Gene.(Gwen) Knaebel. It is Jerry's wishes that any donations be sent to any military or
law enforcement charitable organization.

17



Donna Lynn Linsin, 70, wife of Robert "Larry" Linsin, passed away
| December 23, 2015 at the Cottingham Hospice House.

Mrs. Linsin was the daughter of the late John D. Hamilton and Dorothy
Austin Barker. She was a property manager and later retired from the U. S.
Forest Service.

Survivors in addition to her husband include a son, Michael Howsare
and wife Kelly of Silver Springs, FL; daughter, Tammy Denise Krueger of

b FL; brother, John Hamilton and wife Sheri of FL; four grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren. In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by son-in-law, Ed
Krueger.

A funeral service was held Sunday, December 27, 2015, at the Chapel of Sandifer Funeral
Home. Burial followed in Heritage Memorial Gardens.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Cottingham Hospice House, Attn: Foundation
Office, 298 Memorial Drive, Seneca, SC 29672. Condolences may be expressed online by visiting
www.sandiferfuneralhome.comSee more at: http://www.sandiferfuneralhome.com/obituary/

James Schuyler Sabin, Jr., passed on December 29, 2015. Jim was born in Rome, NY
February 15, 1927, to James Schuyler Sabin, Sr. and Adah Louise Sabin and was an only child.
With the demand for help during WWII, he enlisted in the Navy and served as a radar man on the
USS Madison, spending most of his time in the Pacific. He was on board the Madison when it
responded to the call for help to recover the crew from the USS Indianapolis which took part in
the bombing of Japan and then later was on board and present during the surrender of Japan. After
the Navy, he finished high school and then attended Syracuse School of Forestry where he earned
a Bachelor’s degree in forestry. In 1948, he married his best friend and the love of his life, Alice
Louise Peltier. They enjoyed 63 years together before her death in 2011.

Jim joined the USDA Forest Service in 1951 and moved to California with his wife and Robert,
their first born. His Forest Service career spanned 32 years and after California, took the family
all over the South as he was promoted to various positions. Starting as forester in California,
Tennessee, and Mississippi, he became a District Ranger and then a Staff Officer in Virginia. From
there, he moved to a Deputy Forest Supervisor in Hot Springs, AR and then Forest Supervisor in
Russellville, AR. He was promoted again to the Regional Office in Atlanta, GA as the Director
of Timber and Wildlife. Following that, he was made the Deputy Regional Forester for Natural
Resources. He ended his career in 1983 as the acting Regional Forester for the Southern Region.
Following his retirement from the Forest Service, he and another Forest Service retiree joined
together and started a landscaping business which they enjoyed for years. Jim and Alice belonged
to the Presbyterian Church their entire adult lives. Jim, especially, was very involved in serving
as church officers (Elder and Deacon) and as a Boy Scout master. Both were active as youth group
leaders and Sunday School teachers.

Jim is survived by four children (Robert, Debbie, Mike, and Jim), six grandchildren, and eleven
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held January 9, 2016, at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Tucker,
GA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the American Cancer Society
or St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Tucker, GA.
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Lynne Thomas passed away December 18, 2015. Today a wonderful man and American hero
passed away. Lynn Thomas retired in 1995 as Regional Coordinator of the Southern Area
Coordination Center, Region 8, Atlanta, GA. | enjoyed working for him immensely! He was a
great leader and mentor. He was a Navy Seal and worked many years after his retirement for US
AID. As more information is shared, | know others will share. It was a true privilege Lynn Thomas
to know you. May God bless and comfort your family during this terribly difficult time.

From Sonny Cudabac

Vera Hnath Thorsen (1919 — 2015) Vera Thorsen led a life of faith,
fun, being frugal, and possessed a pleasant, feisty demeanor. Our Lord
received Vera on December 13, 2015, at 96 years of age. Vera's final years
were spent in Mount Dora, FL in assisted care at Waterman Village -
Bridgewater.

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota on July 11, 1919, to John and Ann
Hnath. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her sisters
Ann Razwick, Irene Shea, Elsie Hnath and her husband of 44 years Del W.
Thorsen who died in 1983. She is survived by her son James D. Thorsen and wife Nicole Thorsen
of Eustis, Florida, also, two brothers George Hnath in Minneapolis, MN, Robert Hnath in Stockton,
CA and one sister Margaret Hayney in Minneapolis, MN. She has two grandchildren and three
great grandchildren. Vera was cremated and interred next to her husband at the Calvary Episcopal
Church Cemetery in Fletcher, NC outside Asheville, NC.

Vera graduated from Edison High School in Northeast MN. Her husband, Del, was employed
by the U. S. Forest Service and traveled to work in many National Forests. Del and Vera were
married on October 25, 1939. Vera and Del lived throughout the southeast United States in a
variety of States. Vera worked selling war bonds and worked for three dentists. Being a
homemaker was Vera's main occupation throughout the years. After Del's retirement, Vera resided
in Asheville, NC. Upon Del's death, Vera moved back to Minneapolis before moving to Mount
Dora in 2001.

Vera wanted to express these words from an unknown author: "I thank you for the love you
each have shown, but it's time | travel alone. So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, then let
your grief be comforted by trust. It's only a while that we must part, so bless the memories within
your heart. I won't be far away, for life goes on. So if you need me, call and I will hear."

From Jim Wenner:

What a great lady. Got to play golf with Vera a couple of times in NC. She told great stories about
her early married life in the FS. He was once Forest Supervisor for the NFs in AL. Del was the
Deputy FS in Mississippi at one time and was the Supervisor in South Carolina and then in North
Carolina after that. Not sure about the exact years. | know he was in S. C. when | went there in
1970. He was succeeded by John Orr when he transferred to North Carolina. Probably about 1972
or so. Del Thorsen's son, Jim, was FMO on the Ouachita and then District Ranger in Florida.

Jim, Rex Mann here. I'm not sure where all Del worked, but I know he was F. S. in Asheville
during the mid-60's. His son Jim Thorsen was Ranger on the Stearns District, DB National Forest,
during the late 80's, and then ranger in Florida till he retired. We're getting old, pal. Hope you're
doing fine.....Rex

19



Less We Forget
Charles Blankenship

Few people outside of Oklahoma remember who is responsible for the Talimena Scenic Drive that
spans 54 miles between Mena, Arkansas and Talihina, Oklahoma.

The Queen Wilhelmina Inn in Arkansas was completed in 1898. It is located on Rich Mountain,
(3,681 feet) the state's second highest mountain. It is now a State Park offering panasonic scenery
along the Drive.

Robert S. Kerr, an oilman, responded to tourism people in Oklahoma seeking a fall foliage town
for buses with the Drive idea. Senator Kerr found a little known source of funding in the Public
Lands Highway authorization. Previously used in the western U. S. for roads over large areas of
public lands, thus funding for the Talimena Scenic Drive came as a shock to the Federal Highway
Administration in Texas and Oklahoma.

Senator Kerr, in the early 1960's, approached Ouachita National Forest Supervisor John Tom
Koen about the Scenic Drive idea. John Tom enthusiastically jumped on it.

Unfortunately, Senator Kerr died in 1963 before The Scenic Drive was completed in 1969.

| worked in the S.O. office in Recreation and Paul Timko worked in lands. We handled most
of the details--and they were a lot! Paul, under L. C. Nix, handled the research on property owners
and I wrote the letters to the owners and did follow up contact. Almost all the owners were willing
to sell mountain land. The Law authorized condemnation of the land but the Forest Service did
not want to condemn the property.

The design of the Drive included entrance stations and overlooks about every mile. The Federal
Highway Administration told us their law did not allow finances to be spent on these facilities.
Senator Kerr said to me, "We will change their Law?" AND SO HE DID!

The FHA finally completed the Drive in 1969, after the death of Senator Kerr. However, they
left out many planned overlooks and facilities.

The Drive will be 50 years in 2019 and many visitors to the Ouachita National Forest have
enjoyed this spectacular Drive. We must remember and thank Senator Kerr and Forest Supervisor,
John Tom Koen.

Senator Kerr was born in a log cabin in Indian Territory near Ada, Oklahoma. As a youngster
he told his Father his 3 goals were family, make a million dollars, and be elected Governor. He
achieved these goals at 56 and went on to be elected to the Senate for 3 terms. He regularly taught
Sunday School during his time in Washington

Google Sen. Robert S. Kerr, Talimena Scenic Drive, and Queen Wilhelmina Inn for more info.
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Biltmore Forestry School, Schoolhouse
Brevard vicinity (Transylvania County, N. C.)

Photo from the HABS—Historic American Buildings Survey images of North Carolina
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The Biltmore School of Forestry was the first school of forestry in North
America. The school of "practical forestry" was founded by Carl A. Schenck in
1898 on George W. Vanderbilt's Biltmore Estate near Asheville, North Carolina.
The school grounds are now part of Pisgah NF in Transylvania County, NC.
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Ouachita NF Retirees December Breakfast.

Gloria Hammond, Doris Wenner B|II Walker, Herb Mansbridge (standing), Bob Daley, Nick
Finzer,Larry Hedrick, Al Newman, Paula Hedrick, Teri Newman, Mary Walker
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL
Southern Forest Service Retirees Association

Date:
Name:
Spouse:
Address: Apt.
City / State: Zip Code:
Phone:

E-mail Address:

Retired from:

Membership Dues ($10 per year) — Amount Enclosed:

(First Year Membership Free)
Mail completed application with payment to: Tom Tibbs, 627 Oak Lane, Marion, VA 24354

NMFSH Membership Application

Become a member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and help us preserve the
history of the U. S. Forest Service. Fill out, detach and mail this form to P.O. Box 2772,
Missoula, Montana 59806
New [] YES - Send the newsletter [_1my email.
Renewal []
Gift ]

Mr. Ms. Dr. Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Daytime Phone: Email:

Membership Categories & Annual Dues: Student: $15; Individual: $30; Family: $55;
Contributing: $150; Sustaining: $300; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $1000
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS — 2016

Officers

President: Alan Pigg
alanpigg@hotmail.com

Directors

John Lamb (2016)
sandjlamb@bellsouth.net

President-elect: Mac Gramley Nancy Sorrells (2017)

mgramley@windstream.net

Treasurer: Tom Tibbs
gtibbsé @embargmail.com

Secretary: Joyce Keith
JamJoy@bellsouth.net

nsorrell@bellsouth.net

Sid Haggard (2018)
sidhaggard@att.net
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Historian: Carole Patton
cpatton@att.net

NFSRA: Mac Gramley
mgramley@windstream.net

Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac
scudabac@mindspring.com

Dixie Ranger Editor: Sid Haggard
sidhaggard@att.net

Events Planning: Nancy Sorrells
nsorrell@bellsouth.net

Membership: Robin Palmer
rchpalmer@yahoo.com





