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2020: Caring for our people so they can care for the land
By Ken Arney, Regional Forester for the Southern Region

This year has been one of the most challenging the Forest Service and the
Southern Region has ever faced. The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically
altered how we work and, to a large extent, how we live.
It affected us in the Forest Service in many of the same ways it affected
everyone else:
e We’ve had to learn new ways to work away from the office;
e We’ve worked to provide flexibility to our employees; and
e We’ve adapted the way we work to keep employees
and visitors safe while continuing to deliver our mission and serve the
public.
The biggest effect on our organization came in the beginning when there was greater uncertainty
about the virus.

We supported CDC, state and local guidance and orders to slow the spread of the virus by
closing most of our recreation areas. As we learned more about the virus and communities lifted
stay-at-home orders, we began reopening our recreation areas as soon as we could do so safely.
We adapted the way we clean and maintain our sites to ensure we were protecting employees,
volunteers, partners and visitors. The pandemic also affected how we respond to natural
disasters like Hurricane Laura in Louisiana and the wildfires out West, adding another layer of
complexity to disaster response. We monitor our responders for symptoms and manage our
teams to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. It hasn’t affected our ability to respond to a natural
disaster, but it has changed how we’re doing it. Nearly 46,000 wildfires have burned more than
8.3 million acres this year. The nationwide preparedness level was at PL 5 from August 18 to
October 2. On October 15, the Southern Region had over 515 Southern Area responders, 255 of
them Forest Service employees, deployed on in support of Wildfire suppression. This includes
Incident Management Teams (IMTs), Crews, Aviation Support, and miscellaneous Single
Resources and Overhead positions. At the end of September, near the peak of wildfire activity,
the Southern Region had nearly 900 Southern Area responders deployed, including four
Southern Area IMTs and eight Southern Area crews.

As wildfires out west continue to grow and new fires erupted, Forests in the Southern Region
prepared for and responded to multiple hurricanes. The most impactful, Hurricane Laura, hit as a
Category 4 hurricane near Cameron, Louisiana, about 35 miles east of the Texas border on
August 27. Approximately 883,000 acres of forested lands experienced severe, heavy, or
moderate damage in Louisiana; more acres experienced lighter damage. On private lands in
Louisiana, about 87,000 landowners experienced moderate to catastrophic timber loss on private
forestlands. In Texas, five counties experienced light and scattered light damage to forests by
high winds. The Kisatchie National Forest sustained $68.3 million in timber losses. We deployed
a Type Il Gold Team to assist with the initial response and assessments and other Forests sent
crews as needed. The damage on the Kisatchie is severe and it’s going to take years to recover.



Although this year has been, and continues to be, challenging, we accomplished a lot.

e We signed three Shared Stewardship Agreements—Georgia, Florida, and Texas —
bringing the total signed in our Region to five. The Arkansas and North Carolina
agreements were signed last year and six more agreements—Louisiana, Mississippi,
Virginia, Tennessee, Oklahoma, and South Carolina —are in the final stages.

e Secretary Perdue and | recently attended an event with the Departments of Defense and
the Interior to announce the proposed down listing of the endangered red-cockaded
woodpecker (RCW). The number of healthy RCW populations on national forests is the
direct result of active land management to improve habitat in the Southeast. The final
down listing, likely in early 2021, will reduce the regulatory burden on private
landowners.

e We accomplished hazardous fuels treatment on over 800,000 acres this year on and
adjacent to national forest lands. Even with wetter-than-normal weather and pauses for
COVID safety and to provide support to Western fires, the Southern Region was first in
the nation in hazardous fuels treatments.

e We sold more than 530,000 MBF volume of timber this year — the third highest
nationally — even in a Southern timber market that has been significantly hurt by COVID-
19 and with sustained weak export markets for wood products.

The biggest accomplishment this year has been with our people. I’ve been impressed how the
Forest Service and how everyone in the Agency has responded. We worked more collaboratively
and learned how to use new technologies. We found new ways to get work done.

Our employees adapted to the changes quickly and used their experience, knowledge, and
creativity to find new ways to serve the public and each other.

In addition to adapting to new work realities, Forest Service employees — like so many others
across America — adapted to changes in how their children go to school and to new ways of
staying connected with family and friends. Much of our lives look different today than they did
at the beginning of the year.

Atop the pandemic, we faced challenges that in any other year would be the biggest and most
stressful we’d have to face. From the loss of friends, families and coworkers, to the fires,
hurricanes, landslides, and floods, we’ve faced a lot together this year. And we’ve become
closer, and stronger because of it.

I’ve been a forester and a tree farm owner for most of my life and I’ve always believed that if
you care for the land, the land will care for you. That same principle applies to people — care for
your people first, and then they’ll be able to care for the work.

I couldn’t be more proud of our team in the Southern Region. We’ve cared for each other
throughout the year and because of that, we’ve been able to do great things together this year
caring for the land and serving people.



A Message From Our President, Sonny Cudabac

Greetings Fellow Retirees:

: Our Dixie Ranger continues excellence in communicating to our SFSRA family
4 thanks to the efforts of our editor Sid Haggard. We are blessed to have a quality
j newsletter produced in our region.

Six months ago, who would have predicted this pandemic, Covid-19 would still
be raging on, not only in the U.S., but worldwide. One of the truly bad side
effects of this pandemic not widely reported is the psychological aspects of
isolation! Many of our seniors are seriously restricted to their homes, nursing
facilities, and hospitals with almost no connection with family or friends. This is truly sad and
the few of us who are mobile and have access to technology can help the isolated friends and
family members greatly by going the extra mile and get them connected through technologies
like Zoom or old fashion phone calls or just making an effort to visit them outside on a patio,
porch or deck! These are tough times and fear needs to be replaced with care.

With hot spots still around and many churches and sporting events with restricted attendance, the
rest of the year will probably resemble today as far as Covid-19 protocols are concerned. So, due
to the restrictions caused by Covid-19, there will not be a SFSRA luncheon in Atlanta in
December 2020. The membership meeting will be conducted December 3, 2020, using Zoom.
The addenda will be (1) vote on the proposed new constitution and (2) the election of a Director
for the term of 2021 — 2023. If you wish to participate in this virtual meeting please notify Joyce
Keith, Secretary, joyceskeith20@outlook.com no later than November 16, 2020. Instructions on
how to connect to the meeting will be sent by email to participants.

Stay Safe and God Bless,

Sonny
Sonny Cudabac, President, Southern Forest Service Retirees Association

Atlanta Luncheon / Business Meeting

Due to the restrictions caused by the Coronavirus 19, there will not be a SFSRA luncheon in
Atlanta in December 2020. The membership meeting will be conducted December 3, 2020,
using Zoom. The addenda will be (1) vote on the proposed new constitution and (2) the
election of a Director for the term of 2021 — 2023. If you wish to participate in this virtual
meeting please notify Joyce Keith, Secretary, joyceskeith20@outlook.com no later than
November 16, 2020. Instructions on how to connect to the meeting will be sent by email to
participants.




Proposed New Southern Forest Service Retirees Association Constitution

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association Constitution was written prior to 1971
and has been amended 13 times. There are several areas that need attention. For
example, there is no provision for approval of expenditures without approval at a formal
business meeting. This means that things like paying for the printing and mailing of the
newsletter would have to wait until the next meeting which could be a few months.
Instead of amending the document with the changes that are needed, the Directors
decided a complete re-write would be better. They have completed that task and
forwarded it to the President to be presented for approval at the December 2020
meeting. There are requirements that the proposed document be provided to all
members at least 30 days prior to the meeting and that it be included in the newsletter
prior to the meeting. Instead of sending the entire five-page document via email and
including all five pages in the newsletter it is being placed on the website,
https://www.southernforestretirees.org/. This statement will be included in the July and
November newsletters, therefore including the document by incorporation. This means
the proposed Constitution becomes a part of the website. Each member is entitled to
vote “approve” or “disapprove” with the following statement and, if they will not be
physically present at the December 2020 meeting, can send the statement by email or US
Postal Service to the SFSRA Secretary, Joyce Keith, at joyceskeith20@outlook.com or
20 Sweet Briar Lane, Jefferson, GA, 30549. Verbal votes are not allowed.

“I (print name) (approve) (disapprove) (circle your choice) the
proposed new SFSRA Constitution.”

Please direct guestions to Malcolm Gramley, 404-277-1247 or
mgramley@windstream.net.

Changes to the SFSRA Directory

Correct email address for Joyce Gorgas is jgorgas@morrisbb.net.

New Email address for Larry Trekell: Sonnytrekell@gmail.com

New Email address for Joyce Keith: joyceskeith20@outlook.com
Correct address for Dick Jones is: 240 Carter Avenue Atlanta, GA 30337

New Members:

Melonie Knicely Eric Schmeckpeper (Debbie Maclin)
207A 4" Street 6005 Bayhaven CV NW

Grottoes, VA 24441 Acworth, GA 30101
MDKnicely@yahoo.com 803-348-0005

540-249-5860 Eric.schmeckpeper@gmail.com

Bob & Sue Bailey
35341 Highway 35
Forest, MS 39074




The Experimental Forest Network of the South

By Sarah Farmer, Southern Research Station Science Communications

Experimental forests are living laboratories where trees germinate and
transpire, grow and die. Generations of USDA Forest Service
researchers have asked questions of these forests, 19 of which are in the
Southern Research Station (SRS) of the Forest Service. They are
scattered across 10 states, separated by hundreds of miles, and many
are approaching 80 years old.

Five years ago, SRS began linking the 19 experimental forests into a
network. A small team of Experimental Forest Network coordinators is
working to connect people, link studies across sites, and build capacity.
The network concept will allow ideas, people, data, and resources to :
flow across each forest, making eaqh f(_)rest morstte valuable. The tYPes  proto: Experimental forest
of questions researchers are addressing in the 21™ century are larger in - 410w researchers to conduct
SCOpé. manipulative studies in forest
settings. Pictured is a research
“Each experimental forest is a regional asset,” says Stephanie Laseter.  natural area on the Crossett
Laseter worked on an experimental forest for 12 years and has played a  Experimental Forest, Arkansas.
key role in the Network since it was initiated in 2015. Laseter is  USFS photo.
currently the Experimental Forest Network co-lead as well as the
science liaison for the Forest Service Southern Region.

Johnny Boggs became a co-lead in 2019 and manages paired watersheds in the Piedmont of North support
systems behind research, such as budgets, data, facilities, and personnel; sensor installation and
monitoring; as well as project design and implementation. “We have a sense of what each of these
experimental forests are juggling,” says Laseter.

Each experimental forest has its own unique history. They have different levels of staffing, data, and
active research. These studies have generated massive datasets. In some cases, records stretch back in
time for decades. For example, the main climate station at Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory (Coweeta) has
continuously collected temperature and precipitation data for almost 80 years. These data, combined with
11 data from four newer weather stations, show that temperatures at
Coweeta have been warming since the late 1970s, while droughts
have become more frequent and severe. Other long-term datasets from
Coweeta have provided crucial insights on sustainable harvesting
methods, soil nutrient cycles, and the links between forest
management and water. “These long-term datasets are one of our
greatest assets,” says Bryan Mudder, the eastern regional coordinator.

Experimental forests were established to solve specific problems. For
example, the resins that pine trees produce were once used to
—=%. waterproof wooden ships. In the 1930s, Olustee Experimental Forest

is (EF) was an important research site for these resins, which are called
Experimental Forest, Louisiana naval stores. A tree breeding program to select for trees that produce
helped reforest millions of acres more resin was established, and it was so successful that it led to a
after exploitative logging. Tracts ~ broader breeding program for resistance to fusiform rust disease and
larger than 500 acres were other traits. Research on the Olustee EF laid the foundation for the
reseeded by plane. USFS photo.  establishment of seed orchards throughout the South.
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https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/587
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/jboggs
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/487

The Experimental Forest Network concept has broad support.
The Southern Region of the Forest Service supports the
Network in a myriad of ways. Most experimental forests are
on National Forest System lands, and districts have always
helped with road repairs, survey vegetation, conduct
prescribed fires, and more. Similarly, support within SRS is
extensive. Research foresters, ecologists, hydrologists,
economists, those in leadership positions, and many more are
part of the Network’s grassroots fan club. And university
partners include Duke University, Florida Agricultural and o B0 A
Mechanical University, Mississippi State University, North o R B
Carolina State University, Stephen F. Austin State  Photo; Water flows over a weir on the
University, Tuskegee University, the University of Georgia, Santee EF in South Carolina, where
and the University of Kentucky. hydrology has been studied since the 1960s.
The water is naturally golden brown
The Network also has immense support from the Forest Decause of the tannins from decaying
Inventory and Analysis Program of the Forest Service. FIA ~ Vegetation. USFS photo.
is the nation’s forest census, and collects data on soils,
microbes, land ownership, carbon, invasive plants, and of course, trees. FIA is adding 936 plots to the
experimental forests. The number of plots varies slightly across the experimental forests, but generally,
there will be one plot for every 92 acres. “We need a common set of measurements across all
experimental forests,” says Boggs. “FIA has robust systems of data collection and analysis already
developed over the years.”

"FIA plots and collection methods are a low-cost, reliable way of generating a consistent set of
measurements across the Network," says Bill Burkman, SRS FIA program manager. FIA has well-
documented protocols for plot installation, monitoring, and data management. SRS technicians_Virginia
McDaniel, Jacob Floyd, Edd Watson, and Eric Winters are training to become FIA certified. The field
crew team will complete an intensive eight-week course on FIA standards and protocols. Training
includes hands-on work — for example, the field crews helped survey damage from Hurricane Michael.
Once they complete training, they will sample twenty percent of the new plots each year. The two
regional coordinators — Mudder and Chuck Burdine — are also participating in the training. “We want to
be able to work alongside the field crew,” explains Burdine, the western regional coordinator.

All 17 of the permanent FIA plots have been established on the Palustris EF. Plots are sampled as they are
installed, so the plant communities and other metrics of these plots have already been documented
according to FIA protocols. The crews are now installing plots and sampling on Bent Creek EF. A few
experimental forests, such as Coweeta and the Calhoun and Santee EFs already had some intensified FIA
plots, but most did not. Originally, Boggs and Laseter planned for all 936 plots to be installed by 2024.
These plans were disrupted due to the pandemic, but field crews are still making progress.

“Today, our questions are at a different scale than questions in the 1930s, when many of these sites were
established,” says Laseter. “A lot of our work today occurs at regional scales.” But regional studies mean
experimental forests must represent their surrounding landscapes, which was not a criteria when they
were established. In fact, some sites were chosen because they did not represent their surrounding
landscapes — the Calhoun EF location was chosen because it represented the worst soil erosion in the
Piedmont. A century of unchecked soil erosion due to farming practices of the time had created deep
gullies and even canyons across the 2,000 acres that now make up the Calhoun EF. Research was initially
devoted to improving the soil so that it could once again store water and sustain plants. There are three


https://www.fia.fs.fed.us/
https://www.fia.fs.fed.us/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/901
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/62
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/62
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/114
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/1074
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/ewinters
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/357

other experimental forests in North Carolina, but they are in the mountains of western North Carolina, not
the Piedmont.

To fill the gaps, the Network leaders are recruiting cooperating forests. Hill Demonstration Forest (DF) is
the first to join as a cooperating experimental forest. Hill DF is in the slate belt of the Piedmont. Its
addition improves the entire Network by making it more representative of the Piedmont ecoregion, which
is growing quickly and includes many metropolitan areas. Hill DF is owned and managed by North
Carolina State University. Scientists from NC State University and SRS have been collaborating for 12
years. Boggs has been a key part of the research, which has led to a better understanding of forest and
water processes in the region.

A few parts of the South are not represented by any experimental
forest in the Network — mainly western Texas, the coastal plain, and
parts of southern Florida. But the forests in the Network do
characterize most of the South, as a representativeness analysis shows.
Another study by SRS scientists shows that dry areas are also under-
represented across the Network.

Boggs and Laseter are developing a map that will show which areas
each experimental forest represents. Managers in northern Louisiana,
for example, might not look to the Palustris EF, even though it is in
their state. The Crossett EF is across a state line, in Arkansas. It is in
the upper West Gulf Coastal Plain and represents some parts of
Louisiana better than the Palustris EF. Similarly, there are
experimental forests in Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida that =
also represent some areas of Louisiana. “Eventually, managers will be able to plug in latitude and
longitude and find the experimental forest most similar to theirs,”
says Boggs.

Photo: Thanks to the
Experimental Forest Network, a

There are eight experimental forests in the western part of the South:
Alum Creek EF, Crossett EF, Koen EF, and the Sylamore EF, in
Arkansas; Palustris EF, Louisiana; Delta EF and Tallahatchie EF, in

weather tower was installed on
the Chipola EF in Florida. From
L-R, Johnny Grace (scientist in

Mississippi; Stephen EF. Austin EF, Texas. In the eastern part of the ~ charge, Chipola EF), Johnny
region, there are 12 experimental forests: Escambia EF, Alabama; BFolgg_s y ('\fgﬁrkb lsrael dOJO
Chipola EF and Olustee EF, in Florida: Hitchiti EF and Scull Shoals ~ (Florida niv. - graduate

student) and Bryan Mudder

EF, in Georgia; Harrison EF, Mississippi; Bent Creek EF, Blue
Valley EF, Calhoun EF, Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory, and Hill
Demonstration Forest, in North Carolina; and the Santee EF, South Carolina.

L D (IR T oY ool o WY SRS

The Network is having an impact. Several studies that span multiple experimental forests are underway,
and resources are flowing from one forest to another. For example, Johnny Grace, the scientist-in-charge
of the Chipola EF, had been seeking a weather station for some time. Other SRS units had the equipment
and weren’t using it, as Boggs discovered. He arranged for the tower, sensors, and instruments to be
transferred to the Chipola EF. Boggs and Mudder even traveled to Florida to help set the weather station
up. The weather data will be extremely valuable for understanding the relationships between tree species
growth, climate, and forest water management. It’s an excellent example of matching needs with
resources, one of the goals of the Experimental Forest Network.

If you are interested in conducting research across the SRS Experimental Forests or using historical data
from the network, please contact Johnny Boggs (johnny.boggs@usda.gov) or Stephanie Laseter
(stephanie.laseter@usda.gov).



https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/48028
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/48028
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#alumcreek
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#crossett
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#koen
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#sylamore
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#palustris
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#delta
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#tallahatchie
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/locations/forests/#austin
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/longleaf/experimental-forests/escambia/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2014/06/12/the-chipola-experimental-forest/?doing_wp_cron=1521226377.0430269241333007812500
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2014/08/07/the-olustee-experimental-forest/
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/forest-management/state-forest-management/state-managed-forests/brender-hitchiti/index.cfm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2014/10/30/scull-shoals-experimental-forest/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2015/10/08/the-harrison-experimental-forest/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/bentcreek/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2013/05/16/blue-valley-experimental-forest/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2013/05/16/blue-valley-experimental-forest/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2016/03/30/the-calhoun/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/coweeta/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/charleston/santee/
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/242
mailto:johnny.boggs@usda.gov
mailto:stephanie.laseter@usda.gov

Read more about the Experimental Forest Network in the online SRS science magazine, CompassL.ive:
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/category/experimental-forests/.
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\ \ NEW MEMBER — FIRST YEAR COMPLIMENTARY

Send completed application with payment to:
Clair Redmond 941 Northrope DR NE Atlanta, GA 30324-4219

Good Rules

When Abraham Lincoln was a very young man, an aged friend gave him a slip of paper
on which some rules were written. It is said Lincoln cherished and practiced these rules
throughout his life. This is what his friend had written:

- Make few promises.

- Always speak the truth.

- Never speak evil of anyone.

- Keep good company or none.

- Good character is above everything else.

- Be honest if you would be happy.

- When you speak to a person, look into his eyes.

- Spend less than you earn.

- Never run into debt unless you can see your way out.

- Good company and good conversation are the essentials of virtue.
- Good character can be injured by your own acts.

- Ifevil is spoken of you, let your life refute the falsehood.

- If your hands cannot be employed, attend to the cultivation of your mind.
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COLUMBIA SPACE SHUTTLE RECOVERY
by Dave Jolly

All of us remember that fateful morning, February 1, 2003, when, glued to our TV’s, we watched as the
space shuttle Columbia broke up over east Texas and western Louisiana just 16 minutes from touchdown
in Florida. Most will long remember exactly where they were when they learned of this terrible tragedy.
Our thoughts were first for the families of the astronauts and then for our country. Thus began the
gargantuan task of finding our astronauts and as much of Columbia as possible.

Within four hours of the break-up of Columbia, Sabine District Ranger Marcus Beard organized 80
searchers including 22 people from his 31 employee district. As might be expected, Marcus was
concerned about safety and, above all, finding the astronauts. Marcus said, “We told everyone not to
touch the shuttle material as it could be hazardous.” The job was to flag and GPS all shuttle fragments for
later recovery after people had been made aware of the dangers involved with the hazardous materials
aboard the shuttle.

Initially the search was done with volunteers supervised by employees of the U. S. Forest Service and
Texas Forest Service. In their first steps off the road they found human remains, and, by the eleventh day,
all seven of the fallen astronauts had been found. Every time human remains were discovered, a special
“Evidence Response Team” was summoned. Reverend Fred Raney, Pastor of Hemphill, Texas’ First
Baptist Church accompanied the team. “My main purpose was to let the families know that we were
there for the people they loved, and that we remembered them and honored them,” said Raney. He led
these on-the-spot memorial services, in the woodlands and pastureland, wherever the astronauts were
found, before their remains were removed. “The people on these volunteer teams were always extremely
professional in how they handled these situations”. But, there’s absolutely no way anyone can be
prepared for this. So Critical Incident Debriefing Teams were brought in and made mandatory for all
people,” said Ranger Beard.

To organize the search Greg Cohrs, Sabine Ranger District Timber Sale Forester, gathered information
and data from the ground search teams, and, using GPS, established a “debris line” to help pinpoint the
next day’s search grids. During the first critical seven days, Greg single-handedly planned each day’s
operation. After 11 days a NASA team of “rocket scientists” established their own daily search grids,
using hundreds of GPS points. It turned out that, with few exceptions, their data mirrored Greg’s
calculations. Do you suppose that Greg, in his wildest dreams, ever thought he would find himself
attached to such a major historical event, playing such a significant role and, doing it so well?

So, what were the searchers up against? Most of you who have worked across the deep South from east
Texas to southern Virginia, in the coastal plain and lower Piedmont country, will have a good feel for
what faced the men and women who were in the field looking for our astronauts and pieces of the shuttle.
Gary McKee, a Hemphill volunteer searcher, described it well. “Teams averaging 20 people lined up 20
feet apart and on command began their journey through the woods. People were walking straight into
eight-foot high briar patches, brush with visibility of six feet, crisscrossing creeks and occasionally having
a nice stroll in the woods. One person might be in the open while only 20 feet away the next team
member is enmeshed in a briar tangle. Their job was to forge through without help as that would destroy
the line. Team leaders, a U. S. Forest Service employee, and a Jasper County Sheriff, always kept us in
line and moving forward.” Adding to it all, there was cold rain, very sticky mud, ornery cattle, wild hogs,
poison ivy, barbed wire fences and sometimes bank-full creeks. Then, when the weather warmed, they
were confronted with snakes, mosquitoes, chiggers, and tornadoes. And finally, a race against time to
beat the “green-up” which would make an already difficult job next to impossible. After several days
searching with volunteers, FEMA and NASA decided to bring in Incident Management Teams. At this
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time federal firefighting crews were dispatched from all across the country and began to replace the
volunteer search effort.

Something is always special about volunteers coming to a situation like this and giving of themselves,
doing all manner of things to help. This case was certainly no exception. There were over 2,000
volunteers and many beat themselves up pretty badly getting through the brush and contending with all
the other elements. The local people were fantastic. Among a myriad of things, they let searchers tramp
across their land and climb on their fences. They volunteered their bedrooms so that some of the
searchers would have a place to stay, and astoundingly, before the caterers arrived, a handful of Hemphill,
Texas volunteers served some 32,000 meals at no charge to anyone. “We estimated they provided us
$620,000 in services for free!” marveled Ranger Beard.

By February 12", the Forest Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, National
Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, and State Forestry organizations were called on to bring the
Incident Command System and their wildland firefighters to finish the job. Many don’t realize that, aside
from their role in fire suppression, these federal firefighting teams, using the Incident Command System,
are also called on to help with everything from hurricane disasters and the World Trade Center terrorist
attack aftermath, to the recent outbreak of the fatal virus, Exotic Newcastle Disease, that effects all bird
species and is the world’s most infectious poultry disease. It was the first time FEMA requested an
Incident Management Team to be used in an operational mode, rather than solely for logistical support
purposes. This mid-February blitzkrieg arrival of Incident Management Teams and firefighting crews
propelled and improved the ongoing search efforts. Just as if it were a wildland fire these people rotating
in and out by the hundreds, from February through April, heeded their country’s call. They responded to
this non- fire event from practically every state in the Union. They are the men and women who staff the
all-important Incident Command System (ICS) positions. They are experts in logistics, operations, fiscal
management, planning and safety and finally, they brought with them the 20-person wildland fire
suppression crews who quickly became highly competent space shuttle searchers.

Astronaut “Dom” Gorie said that in those first days, after the accident, his NASA team drew a line four
miles wide and 240 miles long. “We thought we could ground search it. It was audacious. It was crazy.
But the Forest Service signed up for it. They went out and got it started and never thought twice about
it.” Wayne Farley, FEMA’s Chief of Operations on the Columbia recovery incident, reinforced this when
he said, “When we asked the forest guys, the Texas Forest Service and the U. S. Forest Service, if they
thought they could do this, it wasn’t a ‘we think we can’, it was a definite ‘yes’. That showed the
dedication and attitude of those people. And the success of our search just mushroomed from there.”
Before it was over, more than 130 federal, state, and local agencies and 270 volunteer groups and private
organizations joined forces to help in this unparalleled national undertaking. More than 22,000 people
spent 1.5 million hours on the search. They found more than 82,500 pieces of the Columbia Space
Shuttle, weighing some 84,000 pounds — almost forty percent of the shuttle’s dry weight. This astounding
total is more than three times what the professionals predicted could be recovered. The mission was the
largest search effort ever carried out in the United States and is the country’s first “National Homeland
Security” incident. Of the 167 potential hazardous material finds, only 50 were actually hazardous. It’s a
credit to the incident’s precautions, training, and protocol that no one was ever exposed to or injured by
hazardous material. It is a tribute to the U. S. Forest Service and the other people who pioneered and
developed the Incident Command System.

Much more could be said about the heroic efforts of all the people who worked so hard for the success of
this mission. As with anything like this, there are many stories to tell. The U. S. Forest Service has
published a documentary, which captures many of those stories and provides a great deal more detailed
information about all aspects of the mission. If you are a Forest Service retiree you cannot help but have
a feeling of pride in the way “our” people turned out and did their job. They brought recognition and
great credit to the agency. Great respect is also due all the people who were there for the way they
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worked together to achieve success. Certainly, the seven astronauts who gave their lives for their country
would say, “Well done!” (Published originally in 2004.)
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Summer of 1963

David J. Samuel

During the middle of my sophomore year at Oklahoma State University, Forestry
Department Head Glen Durrell called me into his office. He asked if | would be
interested in a GS-03 summer job with the U. S. Forest Service in Arkansas. After
about five seconds, I answered with a big “Yes!”. He told me to choose a District
on the Ozark National Forest. My choices were: Boston Mountain in Van Buren,
Buffalo in Jasper, and Pleasant Hill in Clarksville. After studying Mr. Durrell’s
Arkansas highway map, | chose Clarksville because College of the Ozarks was
located there, and we felt housing would be available in the summer.

My father bought me a 1955 Ford Fairlane for about $100. I left Ponca City, Oklahoma at sunrise on
Sunday, June 2, crossing the Arkansas River on US Highway 64. Interstate 40 did not exist in 1963. The
hills and curves on Highway 64 from Fort Smith to Clarksville were quite a challenge for a 19-year-old
flatlander. I arrived in Clarksville late afternoon and located a pay phone to call Assistant Ranger Ray
Mason. Ray invited me to his home for dinner prepared by his wife, Doris. He told me that District Clerk
Winola Warren had found me a place to stay for the summer.

Mr. and Mrs. Dobbs were an elderly couple who lived on the shady, quite Montgomery Street about
two blocks north of the high school. They insisted on just charging me $35/month saying they did not
really need the money and were glad to help me because they knew how hard my work would be in the
forest. 1 was given the front bedroom with a fan in the window-no air conditioning. Mrs. Dobbs even
washed my clothes for me every other day. | only had two pair of blue jeans and three long-sleeve shirts.
She provided me a bottle of alcohol and a baby food jar to put ticks in after pulling them off in the
bathtub. The Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever tick shots | took the first week must have worked. | kept a
gallon of milk in their refrigerator and had a bowl of Wheaties every morning. | stopped at the Ludwig
Café and picked up a lunch every morning and stopped there for dinner on the way home. They kept a tab
for me which | paid at the end of the summer.

On June 3rd, I reported to the District Office in the Ford Building on College Avenue. Greeting me
were District Ranger Ralph Kunz, Mason Warren, and John Derks. The next morning, | reported to the
Work Center in Ludwig where Clyde Jaggers, TSI Crew Foreman, met me in the parking lot and
introduced me to his APW Crew. | would be a member of this crew the entire summer.

Our crew truck was a one-ton flat bed with a tarp canopy. Most of our work was on Penitentiary
Mountain near Red Star in the upper Buffalo River watershed. At that time State Highway 21 was still
gravel and we had to eat dust both ways. We spent the entire summer deadening upland hardwoods as site
preparation for planting shortleaf pine. We used the original injectors (not Jim Gem) which were filled
with a mixture of 2,4,5-T and diesel every two hours. We traveled to and from the project on our own
time. Many times, we would sharpen our injector blades and wait until 8 AM to inject the first tree. We
had a 15-minute break in the morning and afternoon with 30 minutes for lunch. There were lots of ticks,
chiggers, yellow jackets, hornets, and copperheads. We were required to take a salt tablet with water
which was carried by the worker who also carried a five-gallon can of chemical for refilling injectors. The
8-hour days in 100+ temperatures made a man out of me. Every day was a challenge!

My first wildfire was on July 23rd. The 50-acre lightning fire started on the lower slope of a CCC
shortleaf pine plantation. We were lucky that the Apple Road ran through the middle of the McConnell
Flat. When we got there the fire was crowning and throwing spot fires in the hardwoods above the
plantation. | remember running through the woods with George Phillips beating out small fires with
flappers and dipping water out of a small stream with our hardhats to make sure they were completely
out. The recorded temperature in Clarksville at the time was 101 degrees.

I would return to the Pleasant Hill RD for three more summers and later in 1967 as a GS-07
Reforestation Forester. The summer of 1963 provided me with the grit to fight wildfires in the West for
many summers as a Division/Group Supervisor on the Southern Incident Management (Red) Team
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National Museum of Forest Service History

SPECIAL OFFER FOR FOREST SERVICE RETIREES!
Become A Member of the NMIFSH

Join for Special Rate of $20.20 (req. $30)

Name(s) Annual Dues
Student: $15
Address Special FS Retiree $20.20
Individual: $30
City, State, Zip Family: $55
Organization: $100
Phone: Contributing: $150
_ Sustaining: $300
Email: Life: $1,000
To pay your dues online with a credit card, please visit our Dues Enclosed: $
website, www.Forestservicemuseum.org .
| have also included a tax-
Or send check to: NMFSH, PO Box 2772, Missoula, MT 59806 deductible donation of $
Total Enclosed $

Reunion Update from Incident Commander/Chair Nancy Gibson

| am greatly looking forward to the next National Forest Service Retirees Reunion, but due to concerns
surrounding large group gatherings amidst a pandemic, | am pleased to announce that we have reached
agreement with Harrah’s Lake Tahoe to postpone the Reunion for one year, to August 29-September 2,
2022. Thanks to all of you who responded to our survey and let us know how concerned you were about
the Coronavirus continuing to affect travel plans until we have an effective vaccine. This reinforced the
Planning Team’s concerns about the uncertainty related to the virus. The health and safety of Reunion
participants is paramount. We heard you, through the recent survey and other contacts, and have
rescheduled the National Forest Service Retirees Reunion to 2022. We were not sure that we could hold a
reunion that would be both safe and enjoyable as soon as next September, with registration set to open in
January. In light of the pandemic, Harrah’s has been very helpful in allowing us to change dates without
incurring any penalties or fee increases. Some respondents to the survey were surprised at the decision to
hold the Reunion in a casino. After an extensive search for locations at Lake Tahoe that could
accommodate a large group with both lodging and meeting facilities, Harrah’s was the only venue that met
our needs at a reasonable cost. It is possible to access the hotel and meeting rooms without walking
through the casino area. Harrah’s is in a great location just a few blocks from the south shore of Lake
Tahoe, within walking distance of an array of shops, restaurants, art galleries, and entertainment. We are
looking forward to seeing you in 2022!
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SFSRA RETIREES GET TOGETHER

(Check with the contacts on the status of the get-togethers due to the Covid 19 Pandemic)

Northeast Atlanta — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month
(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The
restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center. Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.

Cobb County Georgia — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
at the COME-N-GET IT Family Restaurant, 1409 Church St. Ext, Suite E, Marietta, GA 30060.
Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.

Cherokee NF (South) — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third Tuesday
of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee. Contact: Jack N. Callahan, Jackn1945@bellsouth.net. 423-284-
7885. 3621 Crestwood Drive NW Cleveland TN 37312.

Cherokee NF (North) - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the 1st Tuesday of
each month, Maple Grove Restaurant, in Unicoi, TN. Contact Gary Watson 423 677 3108.

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs,
Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com

Jefferson & George Washington NF — Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd
Wednesday of even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Tom
Poulin, 540-966-1058, fay p2000@yahoo.com.

George Washington NF - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on the first
Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off 1-81 at
Exit 240. Contact: Melonie Knicely, mdknicely@yahoo.com.

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area — Retirees, spouses, and friends
meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for
the location as it may be in a different place each month. georgelynch@verizon.net 828 369-9722.

Francis Marion & Sumter NF - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April and 4™
Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com.

The National Forests in Florida — Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 386-752-7325.

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3
Thursday of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Mr. Ray’s, 1604 W. Frank Ave, Lufkin, TX. Contact:
Carolyn Hughes, 936-875-3328, carchug@hotmail.com or Gay |Ippolito, 936-632-4852,
gipp_253@yahoo.com.

National Forests in Alabama — Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1% Wednesday in

February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville.
Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.
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Ozark-St. Francis NFs retirees meet for breakfast at 8:00 A.M. on the first Friday of each month at the
Old South restaurant in Russellville, AR. Contact O.D. Smith at 479-968-3287 or
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Messages From Our Readers

Message from David J. Samuel: Thanks for an outstanding DR! | enjoyed every page. After
some thought | have decided to see if | could work up a story about my first summer job with the USFS.
The story on an early page titled, “Summer of 1963 is my best shot along with a newspaper clipping
from the Johnson County Graphic in Clarksville, AR about the hot summer of 63 and a wildfire in the
Ozark NF. The attached photo was taken on the Chicken Fire in Idaho in 1994. (editor: sorry, the
newspaper article or photo could not be reproduced.) | was Group Supervisor on the Red Team assigned
to defend ranches along the South Fork of the Salmon River. Thanks for publishing John Archer’s story
on the Foothills / Dunnigan Il Fires. | have great memories of that one too. Stay safe!

Message from George Gibbs Here’s an optimistic 5 years of dues so that you won’t delete me
from your mailing list. More and more, | am exposed to the obits of those | worked with and for as well
as those who worked for me. | always enjoy the stories and memories but never seem to finish the ones |
have started. Like the stationery I’m writing on I am showing the effects of time and wear and tear.
However, | am still able to garden and play a little tennis. Best wishes to all my friends and now aging
associates!!!

Message from Gene Sirmon Here is an application for membership for Bob Bailey. Bob was
Forest Engineer in Mississippi for several years and also worked in South Carolina. Bob had a stroke a
few years ago and has been bed ridden since. | stopped by his home last week and visited with him. He is
starved for information about the Forest Service and if possible could we send him 3 or 4 back copies of
The Dixie Ranger? | will be glad to pay postage and any other expenses involved. Just send an email to:
gsirman@aol.com and let me know how much it is. Gene Sirmon 601-940-6545. Thanks.

Editor: The back copies were sent at our expense. Thanks, Gene. You did a good thing!

*x * * * *

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association

Officers, Directors, and Appointees — 2020

Officers Directors Appointees
President: Sonny Cudabac Nancy Sorrells (2020) Historian: Carole Patton

President-elect: Tom Darden Malcolm Gramley (2020) NFSRA: Malcolm Gramley

Treasurer: Clair Redmond Don Hansen (2021) Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac

Secretary: Joyce Keith Dave Jolly (2022) Dixie Ranger Ed.: Sid Haggard
Event Planning: Nancy Sorrells
Membership: Silvia Molina

Assistant Treasurer: Alan Pigg
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FOOTHILLS FIRE and DUNNIGAN 2 FIRE

BOISE NATIONAL FOREST, 1992
By John Archer

FOOTHILLS FIRE PARTS 3 & 4 (combined)
Parts 1 and 2 were in the March and July 2020 Dixie Rangers

SCABIES OUTBRAKE AND CRAZY BOY NEEDS TO GO HOME

Fellers cut the Supervisors tree. The Forest Supervisor had been out on the fire a few days
before. He and the person he was riding with came upon a tree that was smoldering near the
ground in an old fire scar. The Supervisor tried to put the fire out. He thought he had it. Tree
saved. Later an engine crew was cutting trees that might fall in the road and cut that tree. The
Supervisor took the loss with a smile. The Department of Transportation will man the road
blocks where there is danger from falling trees. A crew was sent home because of scabies.
Scabies is a skin infection caused by a small mite. It can spread quickly and infect a large
number of people. It is not unusual that a number of people are sent home from a big fire for
various reasons. After all there are in excess of a thousand people living in close proximity. They
work long hours and most often get less sleep than normal. Rex made it clear to everyone that
the Incident Base was close to the bars in Idaho City and that no one was to partake of that
activity. The result would be a trip home which few wanted. For the folks on a crew, the whole
crew would be sent home.

Our Planning Section Chief, Paul Schuller had been unhappy with some of the Regional
Representatives that had been absent and hard to contact. Regional Representatives do a number
of things for Crews on a large fire. Jobs include working closely with Plans including letting
plans know the condition of the crews they represent, solving crew problems, as well as letting
the folks at home know their crew situation. There was trouble on one of the crews on the
mountain. Paul had been trying to contact the Regional Representative that worked with this
crew. He finally resorted to sending a message through the Communications Unit.
Communications finally got a message to him. The Regional Representative for the errant crew
finally arrived at the Incident Base on September 1 at 8:30 in the morning. He had all of his gear
to camp out. He picked up two messages at Communications. One was from Crew Boss, Pretty
on Top. The message said that Crazy Boy was refusing to work and causing disciplinary
problems. The other one was from Division E (Helispot 9) that said, “Need to fly Crazy Boy to
Base Camp.” To make a long story short, Crazy Boy was causing problems and was sent home.
The cost of getting home was deducted from his pay.

August 29- The Retardant plant is going in today. A retardant plant is a machine that mixes a
fire retardant with water. This makes slurry that is dropped by a helicopter or air tanker on the
fire. In this case the retardant plant comes with a dipping tank from which the heavy helicopters
fill their big bucket to drop the retardant on or in front of a fire. It is to be located near the rocky
gap in the ridge where the fire was trying to escape. The Infra-Red photography shows less fire
in the head of Sheep Creek. “Doc” visits the Camp and plans to come out Monday with the
Forest Supervisor to look at the fire.

August 30- The Retardant Plant is up and running at 1230. “Doc” comes out and he and I
drive around to the retardant plant. | took some good pictures of the Vertol and Puma helicopters
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dipping from the tank. A tentative plan for Demob is made. A Type Il Team is to arrive
Wednesday in the afternoon and starts transition with us on Thursday. Friday the Type Il Team
IS to get out the day shift at 6:00 AM. At 8:00 AM we will leave for town for the Close Out and
Saturday will head for home. We got a call from a Mr. Powel with the Department of
Transportation. He said they were pulling their people out that were manning the Road Blocks.
The danger of trees falling in the road remained. The Black Hills Engine Strike Team was
assigned to the road blocks.

August 31- There was an incident with a Crew last night. Some members went to town and
got drunk. We were awakened with sirens of an engines leaving camp. Terry Teeter’s District
initial attack forces left to fight a fire in the nearby cemetery. It seems that some of that crew was
having a party in the cemetery and the fire got started. The offending crew was sent home. Rex
and | walked up to the cemetery to look around. There remained lots of inch and a half hose all
over the charred ground. The cemetery was old, probably started in the days when Idaho City
was the State Capital of Idaho. Some of the grave stones dated back to the mid nineteenth
century. We saw little damage from the fire. Kent McAtee’s Type 2 Team is to Transition with
the South Zone Team tomorrow. Depending on the situation this Type Il team will finish demob
with us. We are to meet with the team sometime on September 2. Crews have joined up with
the South Zone. Emphasis is now to put lines around the unburned areas. The Foot Hills Fire has
burned up a considerable amount of the winter food supply for wildlife. Protecting areas that
weren’t burned by the fire is important for survival of the Elk and deer in that area. Someone
came up with the idea of installing a monument on the Sheep Mountain Trail where the North
Zone joined the South Zone completing the line around one of Idaho’s largest wildland fires.
Earlier the Foothills Fire burned into another fire and the handles had burned out of two Pulaski
tools that had been left on the fire line. The heads of the two Pulaski tools were welded together
and engraved with words commemorating the event. The Puma Helicopter took dignitaries out to
the place where the monument would be set in concrete and dedicated. A picture was taken of
the event and was made into a T shirt. It showed the joined Pulaski heads with the big helicopter
in the background.

Sept. 1- Trainees Steve Weaver and Mike Wilkins are running the line today. Rex and | took a
walk in down town Idaho City. The locals that we contacted were happy with our effort. The
FLIR (Forward Looking Infrared mounted in a helicopter) starts working and picks up some hot
spots this morning. There is lots of talk about Demob. Thirty three rooms at the Vista Inn in
Boise are reserved for the Red Team for Friday September 4. North Zone is to take Air
Operation for the whole fire. The Foot Hills Fire is called CONTAINED at 1800. The
first transition meeting is held with McAtee’s Type II Team. McAtee’s Team is one of three
Type Il Teams in the Intermountain Region. They are experienced and most are Type | qualified.
They had been on five fires so far in 1992. Plans are for them to take charge of the North Zone
the day after tomorrow when we are scheduled to leave.

Sept. 2 Mop-up and cold trail continue with Mike Wilkins acting as Operations Section Chief,
The Puma helicopter will be left with the McAtee team when we leave along with other needed
resources. At 5:00 PM initial attack begins on the Dunnigan Il Fire. It is in a subdivision full of
houses. Though the new fire is not in our jurisdiction, IC Rex Mann, Operations Section Chief
Ray Johnston and others drive over to observe the initial attack. At 7:40 PM we were asked to
hold the Vertol and Jet Ranger helicopters that were being demobed. 9:10 PM- Area
Commander, “Doc” Smith and South Zone IC Kent McAtee talk about McAtee and his Team
taking over the North Zone of the Foot Hills Fire. Around that time | got a call from someone on
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the Area Command Team who asked if our Team would take over the management of the new
fire. I said “yes.” I also told him that Rex was out looking at that fire now. That evening Branch
Director David Samuel was preparing to leave the Foothills Fire. He was leading two engine
strike teams (10 wildland fire engines) to Boise for demobilization. They could see the Dunnigan
2 Fire smoke increasing in size. It was obvious that this was becoming a major fire. Rather than
turning right on Highway 21 and head to Boise, he turned left toward the Dunnigan 2. David said
they pulled up at a wide place on the road side and he called the Initial Attack Incident
Commander and offered the ten engines. The engines were assigned and David headed to the
Foothills Base.

Sept.3 The Dunnigan 1l Fire is 5,000 Acres. Infra-red photography flown during the night
shows it burning hot. The Red Team takes over the management at 6 AM this morning. The
weather forecast is for thunderstorms this afternoon and rain tonight. The storms will be
preceded by 50 mph winds. This isn’t good. A Staging Area is set up on Hwy 21 where
incoming crews can sign in and be assigned to the fire line along with field information stations.
Deer Creek structures are threatened. Other areas threatened by the fire are the Smith Creek and
Rim Rock subdivision that are East of Hwy 21. West of Hwy 21 the Wilderness Ranch is in
immediate danger. More road closures are set up on roads leaving Hwy 21. Bill Schwartz, the
Boise County Disaster Coordinator asked to control traffic on Hwy 21. Fire Information Station
is set up at the Wilderness Ranch office. McAtee’s Team takes the Foot Hill Fire from Middle
Fork East at 1200 hours. This is all of the fire on the mountain. Divisions A, B, and C remain
with the Red Team as the Dunnigan Il Fire is advancing toward those divisions. David Samuel
returns to the line on Dunnigan 2 in early morning after four hours sleep. The two strike teams of
engines he left with the Dunnigan 2 fire worked all night doing structure protection. His
assignment today is to manage the resources on the north line. He starts out walking, following a
dozer line. Most of the people that were on that line are now off shift. He finally comes to the
dozer that has been building the line. The operator has not eaten since lunch the day before so
David gave him his sack lunch. New crews were checking in at the staging area and immediately
transported out on the fire by helicopter. Many of them are hot shot crews. The line was
progressing and by evening a hot supper is provided on the fire line by helicopter. While
the Foothills Fire was one of the biggest in Idaho history it was mostly in isolated areas.
Dunnigan 2 started in a subdivision and threatened numerous private homes. An Information
Officer and District person went door to door contacting residents of Rim Rock and Wilderness
Ranch subdivisions discussing their structure protection plan. Fire Information set up an area fire
information center at the Wilderness Ranch Real Estate office. Information Officers answered
many questions of local residents in regard to the fire quelling many fears and suppressing
rumors. Information Officers furnished interviews with local T V stations. Video file footage
was furnished as well. The Superintendent of a state game management area threatened by the
fire arrived at the Incident Command Post. He was highly concerned that the fire would destroy
all of the winter food for elk and deer that wintered in the area. He was also upset that he hadn’t
seen a line cutting off the fire and wanted to know what we were doing. He even threatened to
build the line himself. We assured him that the line was being constructed as we stood here
talking. Some of the best fire fighters in the country were doing the work. A strategy meeting is
held in the evening of the third. The weather remains of main concern. The front with 50 MPH
winds continued to approach. It would be followed by rain which should arrive tonight. The
Operations Section Chief assures Rex that people will be removed from the line for safety
purposes if needed. IRR’s from some R8 crews report their crews had a narrow escape on the
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day shift. We released some Crews because they had been working long hours on the mountain
and appeared to be fatigued. They were in Boise waiting for transportation home when the
Dunnigan Il Fire started. Dispatch sent them to the Dunigan Il and they were put on the line
quickly up against a lot of hot fire. Not a place for fatigued fire fighters!

Sept. 4 The first page of the shift plan says, “PROTECT POINT OF ORIGIN NO MOP-UP
IN FLAGGED AREA.” Firefighters are taught in their basic training to protect the point of
origin, so why has a whole page in the shift plan been dedicated to this one item. The reason was
the point of origin on this fire was special. A cache of money was found at the point where the
fire started. The money came from a bank robbery and the FBI was investigating. Sgt. Kenney
reports to Ground Support with military vehicles for transportation. The Day Shift Plan had a
few glitches. The whole Plans Section is tired. | mediated a discussion between the Planning
Section Chief and Ops Chief. They agreed that the Operation Planning Work Sheet would be
filled out by 5PM today. There was a problem with communication between the ICP and Line.
Communication on the line was fine. The fire doubled in size to the south yesterday evening. The
rain that was predicted didn’t happen. Rex decided to release all R8 crews. Fatigue was apparent.

Sept. 5 The main objectives were to protect the line on the south east side and protect the
structures at Cottonwood. Some dozer line was being constructed. I made a round of the fire by
road. The fire had stopped at a road but the hand line had not been completed. The crews at
Cottonwood were cutting brush and laying hose. Those buildings look well defended. By 1800
all lines on the Dunnigan 2 were complete. The direct hand line on the South east side of the fire
saves about 2500 acres.

Sept. 6 Rex and | flew the fire. Suppression action was going well. David Samuel said that the
crews were having trouble finding smokes to put out. Three crews would be left for the night
shift.

Sept. 7 We begin transition with the McAtee Type 2 Team and shortly had a fire critique at
the Rangers Office. We then returned to the Incident Base and continued with the transition. The
next day we went to Boise and had a Team critique. That was it for the Foothills and Dunnigan 2
Fires. We returned home by commercial air on September 9.

Did you know?

« Astronaut John Glenn returned to space at age 77.

« Julia Child had her TV debut at age 51 and wrote a cookbook at age 87.
« Frank Lloyd Wright was still working at age 91.

« Ronald Reagan was elected to his second term at age 73.

« Mary Fasano graduated from Harvard University at age 89.

« Dr. William Worrall Mayo founded Mayo Clinic at age 70.

« The Dixie Ranger Editor is retiring at age 83 in 2021 ©
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FIRSTS

Michael G. Dawson (Retarred) Kisatchie National Forest

The blunders of youth are preferred to the successes of old age...Benjamin Disraeli, Prime Minister of
Great Britain 1868-1874.

“Hey, Mikey. Can ya come he’ah for a sec?” He said. Robert N. Kitchens, my first Ranger. There are so
many FIRSTS in life. First real job. First date. First wildfire. First unhappy member of the public. First
wildfire. First prescribe burn that looks a hecka of a lot like a wildfire. But your First Ranger sets the tone
for your next thirty years. | was so fortunate to have a really good first one. Other good ones would
follow: Mr. George. Ed Fraser. Clint Floyd. Tom Fair and Ken Crawford. Each added to my database of
experience and knowledge, and | am grateful for the opportunities and that each provided. And each one
showed me how to be a District Ranger.

Bobby and | came to the Womble Ranger District, Ouachita NF, within two weeks of each other. It

was his first job as a District Ranger and my first job out of school. | was the New JF (Junior Forester).
He from an assignment completing Master’s Degree in Forest Genetics at North Carolina State. If
memory, that same group included Jim McConnell and Jim Gates. Mount Ida, Arkansas was Mayberry.
Population 600, right on the South Fork of the Ouachita River and immediately adjacent to Lake
Ouachita. Many a young Forester got his or her start there. David Samuel, Dale Remington and Mike
Sparks come to mind immediately. The district referred to Mike Sparks as strawberry. Not sure why. |
am sure he would tell ya.
“Ya need to he’p us”, he said..”US” was ORA Don Hurlbut and Bobby. They were in Bobby’s office,
both smiling. Well, not really smiling. Smiles are benign, innocent things. These were grins, as in we
know something that you don’t know kinda grins. Impish grins. Sidebar: What a great guy Don was.
Competent, great sense of humor and always looked sharp in rolled up long sleeves, dark green trousers
and White boots. (NOTE: White is a brand, not a color. Anybody who had either worked on the West
Coast or had been on fires in the west wore them. They were the elite and elegant footwear worn by all
the cool kids. The White Boot Company would usually set up a shop at the command post of any project
fire and take the necessary measurements and work up a very nice boot which was unique to you. In
1971, at which time this woeful tale is being written, a good pair of Whites cost $300. | never owned a
pair.) Whites were high lace up, high heel, patented sole, the leather soft and pliable. Perfect for the
mountains and would last forever. Whites said a lot about the person wearing them. Whites said
sophistication. Journeyman. Cool. | never owned a pair because | am a cheapskate. My boots came from
Sears.) Don worked many years in California during what | would call the Golden Era of the agency,
before we became the gummit. This pronouncement may be debatable.) Alas, I digress...

The Sheriff just left here. Bobby had that middle Georgia lilt in his voice, with elongated vowels and
soft Rrrs, dropping some sounds and letters, and adding others. Just came out jess. ...The Sheriff jess
lef’ heah. I dearly love a soft southern drawl, twang, a dialect. It’s that regional way of speaking that so
enhances and enriches our culture. Pecan was another issue altogether. It’s still pee-CON, not pee-can.
Never could break him of that. The Sheriff jess left ‘heah. . There is a young woman down at Little Fir
Landing, in a travel trailer and he thinks she is up to no good down tha’h. Bobby said. You mean like
fishing withut a license? | said. Mikey, ya caint get a license to do what the Sheriff thinks she is doin’.
Do Ah haf’ to spell it out far ya?? We want you to reconnoiter the sitchaytion. Go home and change into
jeans, a T shirt and a ball cap. And a fishin’ rod and then go down t’heah and pretend to be a fisherman.
Then come to da house. Don grinned. Bigger. You guys are just fooling with me, | said. Besides, what
will I tell my wife? She will think it sounds fishy. | said. Hmmm. You’re a smart guy. Fig’ah it out. He
said.

So | did. Got my cap, jeans, rod reel, and Lynard Skynard T shirt and headed down to Little Fir
Landing. All the way | kept wondering if | were missing something. Did they forget to tell me
something? Is there more to this? A bunch of what if’s jumped around in my head. Yep. Trailer. No
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activity. | fished. Caught nothing. Looked around. About sundown | left and went to the Work Center
compound. In the 1970s, the compounds on many a ranger district still had the appearance and mystique
of the Civilian Conservation Corps, the Gifford Pinchot era. At least in my mind anyway. Most of them
were built either in the 1930’s or immediately after WWII. They were big, imposing and constructed
likely with old growth pine. Everything about them said BUILT to LAST. They said LEGACY.

Walking into them was a trip into another era. The Ranger and Assistant Ranger had houses there.
Womble District compound was picturesque and ol timey. Large work center building and two
dwellings. Everything was FS brown, with yellow trim. Large shortleaf pine scattered about. Looked like
a park. I know they were hard to maintain and had no proper wiring for the internet, but they were the
solid foundation upon which the national forests are built.

Bobby was in the yard. Nothing happened. | said. Yeah. Ah know. The Sheriff picked her up a few
hours ago. I know what ‘chur thinkin’, he said. Indeed. The missing information. What | shoulda done.
The real story.

Let’s get some ah’ced tea and set a spell. He said. Wahl, let us see, h’eah. The boss sends you out
with a minimum o’ direction, wid a dubious goal and what you may think is a wil’ goose chase. And ya
wonder what’s goin’ on. Ya see, evarthang ain’t always in the manual . No such thing as a nice, neat
package. Fact is, most of it ain’t thata way. There ain’t no training foh many thangs you gonna do over
the nex’ thirty yhears. . (This was decades before that bane of Aglearn was forced upon us). If you learn
nothing else from me, remember that not every situation and circumstance is covered by formal, written
direction. Mikey, ya gotta be able to thank, to improvise and adjust. Ya did good. ‘zactly what I wuda
done. He spent the next few hours explaining what the Forest Service does (well, did), what the line
officers did, silviculture, genetics, timber management, fire, and the nature of the human condition and
things that are not taught in any formal setting. The District Rangers of that era were over a fiefdom,
kings, earls, dukes. For me, it could not have come at a more opportune moment and I never forgot that
evening. Would that every young, new employee had such a grand opportunity to spend time with the
Ranger, drinking ah’ched tee on the back porch.

I gotta million stories. Most of ‘em true.

Mike: | am attaching a draft for the Dixie Ranger. Can you send it too...whomever?
Bobby Kitchens was a very special guy and meant a lot to me and my career and Just wanted to get
something in writing while he is still....ok.

Also before the Dixie Ranger gets a name change. | know Mt Ida was special to you as well.

Changed name from bait to firsts. Hope you be well.and hope you enjoy reading it.

* * * * *

The Dixie Ranger Articles & Obituaries

The Dixie Ranger Editor needs your stories, obituaries, pictures, etc. |
know you have a lot of stories about your time with the Forest Service
family. Please write one for a future edition of your newsletter. It is
preferred they be 1-page but 2-pages will work most of the time. One of
our fellow members passed away? Send me the obituary and picture.
Email is Sidhaggard@att.net. 678-644-7240
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IN MEMORIAM

Janice Yvonne Brew
Russell Chaffin

Phillip H. Green

Gerard Ernest Jacques
Joseph Bartlett Kennedy
Hugh Edward Oliver
Glenda Kaye Shelton

Betty Jean Taylor

Minnie Dispanet Kline

John Ellis Cathey, Jr.
Frank John Ferrarelli
Elizabeth Hancock

Judith Ann Jones

James “Jim” Lewis
Herbert Reynolds Propost
Margaret Tuck Stephens

Walter Norman “Pete” Watts
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Services for Janice Yvonne Brew were February 29, 2020, at the Colfax
Civic Center, Colfax, LA, Rev. Chauncey M. Hardy officiated. Mrs. Brew, 59, of
| Colfax, LA passed away February 22, 2020, at her residence. She was preceded in
| death by her father, three sisters, and two brothers.

Janice leaves to cherish her memories: husband, Michael Brew, Sr.; daughters:
Cinessa Brew and LaMikel Cezar; son, Michael Brew, Jr.; mother, Ethel L. Glynn;
brothers: James Sr., Justin Sr., and Kevin Glynn; sisters: Gwendolyn, Faye, Debra,
LaDonna, Jo, Carolyn, and Myrtle; grandchildren: Ahreshaud Willis, Dederick
Cezar, Jr., Madisyn Cesar, and Lalla Langford.

John Ellis Cathey, Jr., 82, resident of Saddle Hill, hushand of Bernice Addis
Cathey, passed away August 24, 2020, at his home. Born January 25, 1938, in
Mountain City, GA, he was a son of the late John Ellis, Sr. and Kate Love Cathey. He
was a graduate of Rabun County High School and a 1962 graduate of the University
of Georgia. John retired from the USDA - Forest Service after more than 34 years of
service. He was the Long Cane District Ranger for 15 years and had previous service
throughout the country. After his retirement he continued to serve as a forestry
consultant.

A member of South Main Baptist Church, he was a long-time teacher in the Adult 1 Special Class, and
was a member of the Greenwood Lions Club, the SC Forestry Association, the Society of American
Foresters, a past member of the Tennessee Jaycees, and a past Boy Scout Leader for the Boy Scouts of
America.

Surviving, in addition to his wife of 58 years, are two daughters, Janna and husband Tom Vaughan of
Greenwood; Pennie and husband Daniel “Ernie” Peagler of Lexington; a brother, Dennis and wife Vicki
Cathey of Cornelia, GA; five grandchildren, John Thomas Peagler, Zachary Peagler, London Peagler,
Jacob Cathey, and Katelyn Cathey. John was predeceased by a son, Kevin Ellis Cathey; a sister, Karan
Cathey, and a brother, James Frank Cathey.

Private graveside services were conducted August 28th at Oakbrook Memorial Park with Rev. Dr. Toby
Frost officiating. Memorials may be made to the Special Class of South Main Baptist Church, P.O. Box
1097, Greenwood, SC 29648, or to the Greenwood Lions Club, c/o Jerry Chastain, 112 Limerick Road,
Greenwood, SC 29649. To plant a beautiful memorial tree in memory of John Ellis Cathey, Jr., please
visit Blyth funeral home Tribute Store.

Glen Stapleton Writes: Thinking of John Cathey, | can't help but share this one true story
about him I'll always remember & which most of you folks can relate to about John.

I can remember a time back in the mid 80's when we were having our annual two day co-op
meeting with the South Carolina Wildlife Department at their plantation house and property that
was given to them down next to the Georgia line on the coast. Forest Supervisor Don Eng, the
rangers, and wildlife biologists were all there. South Carolina Wildlife Department employees
such as John Frampton & Tim lvey & others were just going on and on and giving us a hard time
over clear cutting, not leaving all the Oaks, etc., etc. After more than an hour of them chewing on
their behinds, John Cathey stood up and in a loud voice said "l want everybody in this room to
know that I look at every tree as a potential stump & it's damn time for this meeting to end.”
Things went all to heck after that & the meeting broke up for about an hour until things settled
down. Don Eng took John Cathey out behind the woodshed and liked to have given him a lickin. |
remember John telling us later on that night that he had never been chewed out worse in his life.
Several years later | asked Don Eng if he remembered that episode & | got a good chuckle from
him that was not always common as y'all know. Never will forget that. John Cathey....you will
be missed.
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Russell (Russ) Loring Chaffin was born on October 12, 1954, and passed
away on August 8, 2020. Edo Miller and Sons Funeral Home, Brunswick, GA was
in charge of arrangements. Russ was the U. S. Forest Service, Southern Region
Webmaster when he retired about four years ago.

He very sadly ended his own life in Brunswick, GA on Saturday, August 8, 2020!
He was a very talented, well-spoken man who was always ready to help anyone
who needed his expertise! Among his many accomplishments was serving as the
webmaster for the 2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion. He will be
greatly missed.

Russ had a great sense of humor and when someone would ask Russ where he worked, he always liked to
tell them about his first job with the Forest Service. In 1992 he was hired as an office assistant in
Engineering and with engineering being engineering, he occasionally was put answering the front desk
phone. Anyone who knew Russ knew that he was legally deaf. He could read lips and it was very helpful
for him to see the person he was talking to. Russ would act out how he struggled to understand the caller
which always got a big laugh. Even when talking to Russ in person you often had to repeat what you said,
and thankfully for him the phone answering didn’t last long.

Russ got his start with computers making PowerPoint presentations which was the big thing in the RO.
Early on he saw the importance of the internet and web desigh which was something he had a real passion
for. On his own initiative, he attended seminars on web development and bought many how-to books on
his own dime. Russ became the first person in the RO to fill the new position in PAO as regional
webmaster, a position he held until retirement in 2016.

Thanks to Joe Stallings, retired Cartographer/Digital Mapping, Southern FS Regional Office for sharing
the 1992 story of Russ. Joe stated, “Russ’ death was the biggest shock of my life. I had no idea he was
suffering so much on the inside. He was smart, curious, funny, sarcastic and kind! You are missed so
much...Love you buddy...RIP!!

Frank John Ferrarelli, 89, passed away peacefully at his home May 18, 2020.
Frank was born October 17, 1930, in Colchester, CT. He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Joyce, 5 children: Doug (Laurie), Tony, Alan (Debby) and 2 daughters Diane and
Julie. Also surviving are 8 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, and 3 sisters of Santa
Clara.

His Forest Service career started while he was still attending the University of
Connecticut as a seasonal firefighter in Region 1. Although he graduated as a forester,
much of his early career was directed to engineering, starting as a logging engineer on the
Ochoco NF in Oregon. He then became certified as a highway engineer in time to direct
the building of the first Forest Service engineered road on the Siuslaw NF in Oregon. He continued his
engineering studies by correspondence while on the job and attained certification as a civil engineer. This
led to jobs as a forest engineer on the Santa Fe and Gifford Pinchot National Forests. Moving on to
Atlanta, he became Assistant Regional Engineer and earned commendation for his work on the southern
regional advisory staff. In 1975 he became Forest Supervisor for the Kisatchie NF. He received an award
of merit for his work on the task force to develop specifications for timber purchaser road construction
under the NFMA. Frank retired in 1979 with 32 years’ work for the Forest Service. Upon retirement he
was active in NARFE out of Reno, NV. He was President of the Nevada federation two times and
presided over two national conventions, one in Reno and another in Las Vegas.

You can send your sympathy in the guestbook provided and share it with the family. You may also light a
candle in honor of Frank John Ferrarelli: Lambert Funeral Home. Committal Service was held May 27,
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2020, at Calvary Cemetery and Funeral Center, Citrus Heights, CA. He was interred in the Calvary
Mausoleum in Citrus Heights.

32



Retired U. S. Forest Service Leo Phillip H. Greene passed away September 17, 2020. Hubert
Phillip Greene was on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, Oconee Ranger District, located in
Eatonton, GA, for many years until his retirement in 2004. No further information regarding his funeral
arrangements is available at this time. Please keep the family in your thoughts and prayers. If you would
like to send his spouse Shelia Greene and family a card expressing your condolences, please send it to the
following address: Mrs. Shelia Greene, 82 Sprayberry Drive, Monticello, Ga 31064

Elizabeth Hancock died peacefully in her sleep Sunday morning, September
27, 2020, in her beloved home in the Kingtown community in southeast Nacogdoches
County, TX. Elizabeth Hancock was born December 17, 1922, the second child of
D.L. Hancock and Rosa Belle Peterson Hancock. They farmed in the Cedar Bluff
community south of Garrison. She and older brother John D. Hancock (1921) were
best pals. When he started first grade at Cedar Bluff School, she was so lonesome
without him that she started walking to and from school with him each day.

Z A Elizabeth’s sister Virginia Belle Hancock (who later married Roby Lee) was born in
1926 and sister Betty Lou Hancock (who later married John Aiken), in 1936. After graduating from
Garrison High School in 1940, Elizabeth attended Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College until 1943.
To make ends meet, she hauled ten-gallon milk cans from local dairies to a Nacogdoches milk plant and
worked as a telephone operator. In 1943, much against the wishes of her parents, she migrated to Orange
and found office work in the engineering department of Consolidated Western Steel Corp. The company
shipyard built destroyers and other naval vessels for World War Il. She regretted not joining other young
women on the construction crews. In 1946, she married returning military veteran Ray Vardaman. They
lived in Freeport, Texas. She did office work in the engineering department of Dow Chemical Co. He ran
a service station. In 1957, she moved to Houston. Using her engineering office experience and skills in
layout, typesetting, and printing, she found work with several companies, including Entex. From 1968 to
1976, she operated her own business, B&E Cold-Type Services. In 1987 she moved to Kingtown home.
One year after moving to Kingtown, she joined the USDA Forest Service in Lufkin and worked in the
engineering section. Hers was a one-year job for senior citizens that lasted eighteen years. She retired in
2002 at age 80. “I did whatever they asked me to do,” she once said. “If they had asked me to go out in
the pasture and pick up cow chips, I would have done it.”

Besides her family, her greatest joy was her Kingtown home, a country house surrounded by trees and a
vast lawn. She made it into a garden showcase and hosted family gatherings with elaborate meals cooked
with the old recipes. It was a happy place. Children knew where to find toys and an endless supply of
candy, far more than their mothers ever allowed at home. It was there she lived, there she clung in her last
days, and there she died.

She is survived by nephew Darrell Hancock and wife Diana of Kingwood, TX; nephew Danny Hancock
and wife Glennette of Lonoke, AR; nephew Michael R. Lee and wife Vionette of Allen, TX; and niece
Angela Aiken Weems and husband Scott Weems of the Cedar Bluff community. She is also survived by
many great- and grand-nieces and -nephews, by other relatives and by many friends. Her full name was
Mary Elizabeth Hancock.

Donations in Elizabeth Hancock’s memory may be made to Kingtown Volunteer Fire Department, 3226
County Road 552, Nacogdoches, TX 75961, which she helped organize and always supported. Her last
church home was Macedonia Baptist Church, 16789 FM 226, Etoile, Texas 75944, though for many years
she was too ill to attend.
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Gerard “Gerry” Ernest Jacques, 83, of Harrisonburg, VA passed away August 20, 2020, at
Sentara RMH Medical Center. He was born March 2, 1937, in Waterville, ME, and was the son of the
late Arthur and Angelie Guite Jacques.

Gerry graduated from University of Maine where he received his Bachelor’s Degree. He was a magistrate
for Harrisonburg, VA for 12 years and was employed for 36 years with the USDA-Forest Service. He was
a member of Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus, a lifetime member of Bath
County Ruritan Club, and the 1zaak Walton League. He loved gardening, hunting, fishing, and being in
the outdoors.

On June 28, 1958, he married the former, Janet Poulin, who survives. Also surviving are his children:
David Jacques and wife, Beth, of Highland Ranch, CO; Paul Jacques and wife, Wendy, of Franklin, MA.;
Mary Ann Felts and husband, Sam, of Apex, NC; Kathleen White of Roanoke, VA; Anna King and
husband, Joseph, of Harrisonburg, VA; and Thomas Jacques of Reston, VA; 12 grandchildren; two
sisters, Annette Jacques of Waterville, ME and Carmen Bourgoin and husband, Wayne, of Winslow, ME;
numerous nieces and nephews. A funeral Mass was held August 27, 2020, at Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church with Father Kyle O’Connor and Deacon Paul Kudrav officiating.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Hahn Cancer Center, c/o RMH Foundation, 2010 Health
Campus Drive, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 or Izaak Walton League, Rockingham-Harrisonburg, 3616 lzaak
Walton Drive, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. Lindsey Funeral Home in Harrisonburg handled the
arrangements and condolences may be sent to the family by visiting www.lindseyharrisonburg.com.

Judith Ann Jones, 84, of Newberry, SC went to her heavenly home July 4, 2020, at her residence.
Born in Newberry on June 27, 1936, she was a daughter of the late Dwight Wesley and Annie Laura Ruff
Jones. She was a graduate of the Newberry College Business program and worked for Bowers and Floyd
Insurance Company until March 2020. She was an active lifetime member of Glenn Street Baptist Church
where she was a former treasurer and Sunday School teacher. Ms. Jones was an active member of the
church choir and the hostess committee. She was known for her culinary skills and shared her love for
cooking by opening her home to feed many over the years. Her deserts especially her chocolate delight
and turtle were her forte. Christmas was a special time for her when she would take a month of vacation
to decorate her house and make her homemade delectable chocolate candies that she shared with family
and friends. Besides her love for cooking, her other greatest joy was being an avid Gamecock fan.

She loved her family tremendously and committed many years to caring for her parents and brothers who
predeceased her. She is survived by sisters, Glenda Marie (Jimmy) Wood of Columbia and Muriel Elaine
(Jim) Ray of Chattanooga, TN; brothers, Rev. Doyle Henderson (Mary Frances) Jones and Keith Gordan
(Ann) Jones both of Florence and a number of nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by brothers,
Emerson Dwight Jones, Fitzgerald Jones and George Lawrence Jones.

Graveside services were held July 6, 2020, at Newberry Memorial Gardens with the eulogy delivered by

her nephew, Kyle Jones. Memorials may be made to Glenn Street Baptist Church, Newberry, SC 29108.
McSwain Evans Funeral Home 803-276-0610.
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Joseph Bartlett Kennedy, Aug. 4, 2020. A Rosary, Funeral Mass and committal service were
held for Joseph Bartlett "Bart" Kennedy in Houston, TX. Bart was a graduate of the University of
Florida, served in the Philippines and Japan during WWII, and worked for the USDA-Forest Service until
his retirement.

A man of lifelong strong Catholic faith, Bart was very giving and caring and by example taught his
children how a husband, father, and man of faith should live his life. He will be dearly missed by his wife
Johnnie, children and grandchildren. Donations may be made in Bart's memory to The Monastery of the
Infant Jesus, 1501 Lotus Lane, Lufkin, Texas 75904.

Tribute from Josie Jackson: Just a personal note: “Bart” Kennedy was a dear, sweet,
kind, and loving gentleman. A pleasure to work with during my almost 20 years with the Forest
Service in Lufkin, TX! Everyone called him “Bart”. I saw him once after he moved to Houston,
TX. Josie & David Jackson

James “Jim” Lewis, 89, of Dallas, GA passed away September 19, 2020, in
Marietta, GA. A Funeral Service was held September 23, 2020, at Mayes Ward-
Dobbins Powder Springs Chapel with Rev. Jim Perry officiating. The committal
service for Jim immediately followed at Cheatham Hill Memorial Park Cemetery
in Marietta, GA.

Jim is survived by his loving wife, Wanza Lewis of Dallas, GA; daughters, Sherry
Jordan & husband Scott of Douglasville, GA, & Jenny Slay of Dallas, GA,
grandsons, Kevin Jordan & wife Jesse of Dallas, GA, Kyle Jordan and wife Destiny of Dallas, GA, &
Adam Slay of Dallas, GA; granddaughter, Amanda Slay of Dallas, GA; great-granddaughter Annistyn
Jordan of Dallas, GA; brother-in-law, Wiley Cauthen of Orlando, FL; sister-in-law, Glenda Cauthen of
Millbrook, AL; & many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, Milton & Rollie
Lewis.

Jim was born April 29, 1931, to Milton & Rollie Lewis in Barnesville, GA. He attended the University of
Florida for 2 years before transferring to Georgia State University where he obtained his bachelor’s
degree in 1957. Jim married Wanza in June of 1960 and they had two loving daughters, Sherry & Jenny.
Jim worked for the USDA-Forest Service, retiring after 37 years of service. He always enjoyed the Dixie
Ranger, the SFSRA newsletter up until the Alzheimer’s took over his mind. Jim worked with the Forest
Service in Montgomery, AL, Columbia, SC, Asheville, NC, Tallahassee, FL, Lufkin, TX, and then in the
Regional Office in Atlanta, GA.

Jim & Wanza have been members of the East Cobb United Methodist Church for 40 years and he is a
member of the Friendship Sunday School Class. Jim enjoyed all sports whether he was playing or
watching, He was a lifetime Atlanta Braves and Georgia Bull Dawgs fan. He had an adventurous soul and
loved to travel, go for long walks, or relaxing on the beach. He was a caring husband, father, grandfather,
& great-grandfather. Jim’s loving presence will be forever missed.

Donation can be made in Jim’s name to East Cobb United Methodist Church at 2325 Roswell Road NE,
Marietta, Georgia 30062. Arrangements made under the caring guidance of Mayes Ward-Dobbins Funeral
Home www.mayeswarddobbins.com 770-943-1511.
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Hugh Edward Oliver, 87, of Gainesville, GA passed away September 8, 2020, at his residence. A
graveside service for family and friends was held September 11, 2020, in memorial park cemetery. Rev.
Will Dyer officiated.

Born July 23, 1933, in Crowley, LA, he was the son of the late Neal and Lucile Gaudin Oliver. Mr. Oliver
was retired from the USDA-Forest Service where he was an assistant ranger. He was a veteran of the
United States Air Force and a member of St. Michael Catholic Church.

In addition to his parents, Mr. Oliver was preceded in death by his wife, Jane Kyle Oliver and his sister,
Jeanne Oliver. Mr. Oliver is survived by his brother, Neal Oliver (Joyce) of Ft. Worth, TX; daughter
Amy Oliver Barnes (Steve) of Little Rock, AR.; sons, Michael O (Kimberly) of Palm Harbor, FL, Chris
Oliver (Debbie) of Gainesville, GA; grandchildren, Clark Oliver, Jackson Oliver, Sean Oliver, Kyle
Oliver; bonus grandchildren, Jennifer Barnes Loeb, Blair Barnes; great grandchildren, Josephine Oliver,
Hazel Oliver and a number of other relatives.

Memorial Park funeral home, 2030 Memorial Park Road, Gainesville, GA 30504 was in charge of
arrangements. Send online condolences to www.memorialparkfuneralhnomes.com

Herbert Reynolds Propst, 82, of Bridgewater, VA passed away September
9, 2020, morning at Sentara RMH in Harrisonburg, VA after a long battle with
Parkinson’s Disease. Herb was born on August 1, 1938, in Franklin, WV. He
graduated from Pendleton High School in 1958, and attended West Virginia
University, the University of Hawaii, and BRCC. In 1962, Herb joined the Army
where he was stationed for one year at Ft. Belvoir in Fairfax, VA. While in the
Army, he was an instructor in Hawaii for two years, and traveled to Japan to see
many popular country music stars play in concert. Herb also taught an engineering
certification course to fellow servicemen at Ft. Belvoir.

On May 3, 1968, he married Karen Sue Reedy, who survives. Herb was a member of Muhlenberg
Lutheran Church where he sang in the choir, taught Sunday School, was advisor to the youth, usher,
offering counter, and any other jobs when called upon.

Herb worked for 36 years as a civil engineering technician for the USDA-Forest Service, George
Washington National Forest. When he retired in 1995, he joined MEI Engineering where he worked for
20 years as a draftsman. From 1998 to 2008, he and wife Sue owned and operated Dinner-To-Go in
Harrisonburg, a multi-restaurant delivery service ahead of its time, where they delivered thousands of
meals to students, residents, and businesses. Herb loved his guitars, George Strait, cold beer, and above
all, his family, and his Lord. Herb is survived by his wife Sue, his daughter Valerie and son-in-law Mario
Guerrero of Santa Cruz, CA, daughter Amy of Harrisonburg, VA, granddaughter Morgan Madden of
Santa Cruz, CA, grandson Aldine Dove Il, and a nephew, Floyd Propst and his partner Ruth Anne Geiser,
of Franklin, WV. A memorial celebration of Herb’s life is postponed until a later date. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation in Herb’s name.
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" Glenda Kaye Shelton, 75, of Benton, TN passed away peacefully on August
; * | 29, 2020. She was born on June 9, 1945, to the late Charlie and Wilburn Juanita
L d - ",’r Shelton in Cleveland, TN. Ms. Shelton worked for the USDA-Forest Service for 42
s ; L years and at Wal-Mart for 25 years. She was very generous and giving to others,
" - never letting anyone go without. She was a classy and sassy woman who loved her
ﬁ', NF% family and will be missed by all.
e, A48 Survivors include her beloved family, Sue (Rhonnie) Prueitt,, Kenzle Shelton, Chad
(Deirdre) Prueitt and John (Christy) Hardin; great-nieces, Tori Hardin, Emma Hardin and Cambree
Prueitt; great-nephews, Gunner Prueitt, Wyatt Prueitt, Jackson Goodman, Brad (Crissy) Jenkins and
Antheny (Julie) Jenkins; special friends, Daphne Milen, Jeanette Cochran, Jan Darden and Linda
Culpepper.
A Celebration of Life service was conducted September 1, 2020, in the Fellowship Hall at Benton Station
Baptist Church with Pastor Ryan Potts and Pastor Joel Jenkins officiating. Expressions of sympathy may
be shared with the family at www.HigginsFuneral.com. Arrangements have been entrusted to Higgins
Funeral Home of Benton.

Message from SEFSRA Leadership; Kaye was the organizer and contact for the retiree
group in Cleveland, TN for many years. Thanks Kaye for the energy and efforts you expended to
help your fellow Southern Forest Service retirees.

Margaret Tuck Stephens, age 91, of Hoschton, GA passed away
September 17, 2020. She was preceded in death by her husband of fifty years,
William S. "Bill" Stephens, Jr.; her parents, Palmer and Julia Frances Puckett Tuck;
brother and sister-in-law, Marcus and Audrey Tuck. Margaret is survived by her
son and daughter-in-law, Smitty and Sandra Stephens, Hoschton, GA; grandsons,
Jason Wesley Stephens, East Point, GA and Benjamin Raymond Stephens,
Hoschton, GA,; step grandchildren, Jan and Greg Stark, Houston, TX, Mona Rainey, Hoschton, GA, Darla
Lopez, Hoschton, GA Angela and Brandon Billing, Athens, TN, Margaret Rainey, Commerce, GA; two
great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Mrs. Stephens was born in Atlanta, GA. She was retired from the USDA-Forest Service Regional Office
in Atlanta after thirty-seven years of service. Mrs. Stephens was a participant in the Emory Health
Initiative Study programs. She was a member of Center United Methodist Church in Hoschton, GA and
also of Orchard Knob Baptist Church in Atlanta. Mrs. Stephens was a member of AARP North Fulton
Association.

Funeral services were held September 21, 2020, in the Chapel of Flanigan Funeral Home with Rev. Blain
Spence officiating. Interment was at Roseland Park Cemetery in East Point, GA. To express condolences,
please sign the online guest book at www.flaniganfuneralhome.com. Arrangements By: Junior E.

= Flanigan of Flanigan Funeral Home and Crematory, Buford, GA (770) 932-1133.

Mrs. Betty Jean Taylor of Tucker, GA passed on July 31, 2020. Her
Celebration of Life Services were held August 7, 2020, at Gregory B. Levett and
Sons Funeral Home, Gwinnett Chapel.

Tributes to Betty Jean Taylor: Ms. Betty will be dearly missed. | had
the privilege of supervising Ms. Betty for a few years at the USFS, and can say
she is the best and most genuine person that | have met. She liked to take care of
everyone, always concerned for others. Her spirit was one of peace. Many of us
sought her advice, and she always offered words of wisdom and of
encouragement to lift us up. Her smile was contagious. Her appearance just
superb, but unassuming. Love you, Ms. Betty. To her family, 1 send my
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condolences. | very much enjoyed today's streamed services, thanks for sharing!
Sincerely, Maria Laboy.
Hearing about the loss of Ms. Betty really took me back a minute. A jewel she
was. She was helpful, pleasant, and always met me with a smile. She
demonstrated the fruits of the spirit in her own way. May the memories of her
bring peace to your heart. We are going to miss you Ms. Betty, RIP.

Shenee Earle U. S. Forest Service

Walter Norman "'Pete' Watts, 84, died peacefully September 10, 2020, at Adventhealth
Hendersonville following complications of diabetes. A native of Buncombe County, NC, he was the son
of the late Cages and Katherine Watts.

Pete graduated from Lee Edwards high school class of 1955. He played in the 1954 shrine bowl, was an
NC all-star, and was on the all-American football team. He attended Wake Forest University for a
semester before joining the U. S. Marine Corps. Pete served 25 years in the marine corps with tours in
Vietnam. During his service he received many awards including: pistol sharpshooters badge, presidential
unit citation, navy unit commendation, rifle marksmanship badge, Republic of Vietnam meritorious unit
commendation, cross of good conduct medal, Vietnam service medal, meritorious mast, gallantry national
defense service medal, and the Vietnam campaign medal. He retired in 1980 and came back home.
Following retirement from the Marine Corps he worked with the USDA-Forest Service as a purchasing
agent until retirement in 2000. Retired master sergeant Watts was a member of the Marine Corps League,
detachment 1417 of which he was a past commandant.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years, Betsy Stroup Watts; son, David and daughter, Beth both of Asheville;
paternal aunt, Madie Hawkins and many cousins.

Funeral services were held September 14, 2020, in the chapel of Anders-Rice funeral home. Graveside
services were held September 15, 2020, at the Western Carolina state veterans cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to: the Marine Corps League detachment 1417, c/o paymaster, Janice
Jackson, 156 Poplar Loop drive, flat rock, NC 28731.

Minnie Dispanet Kline, 89, a resident of Linville, passed away on
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at King’s Daughter Community Health and
Rehabilitation Center. Mrs. Kline was born on February 6, 1931, in Mathias, West
Virginia and was a daughter of the late Guy and Gladys Ketterman Dispanet. She

: graduated from Mathias High School and Harrisonburg Business College. She
worked for 37 years for the U. S. Forest Service. She was a member of the Shenandoah Valley Chapter #
76 Order of the Eastern Star. She was a member of the Church of the Brethren. On September 12, 1958,
she married Donald Kline who passed away on December 24, 2015. She was preceded in death by her
first husband Martin EImer Wampler, Jr., who was killed in action in Korea in February 1953. Surviving
is her daughter, Donna Farrish and husband Tom of Linville; two sisters, Alma Shipe, Bernice Miller and
husband Willie all of Mathias; and a number of nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents and
husbands, Mrs. Kline was preceded in death by her siblings, Frank Dispanet, Shirley Hottinger, Lucille
Strawderman, Thelma Delawder, and Joyce Strawderman. A private burial was at Eastlawn Memorial
Gardens. Memorial contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, PO Box 96011
Washington, DC 20090-6011. Online condolences may be made to the family by visiting
www.mcmullenfh.com.
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| Remember,

Margaret Stephens
Sid Haggard

I went to work for the U. S. Forest Service in the Southern Region Regional Office in 1966. 1 didn’t
understand why it was referred to as “joining” the Forest Service until years later while working in the
Office of the USDA Secretary and learning that the other agencies were unlike the Forest Service. The
Forest Service was a family!!

I was supervisor of the small computer systems branch in the Fiscal Control Division. There were two
computer operators, a clerk, and a card punch unit consisting of six operators and a supervisor, Margaret
Stephens.

I have been very fortunate to have worked with several remarkable people during my career such as Lew
Grosenbaugh, Max Peterson, Chuck Hilty, Ed Madigan, etc., but none like Margaret Stephens. This was
my first officially supervisory job. Thankfully, T had Margaret to “train” me or “teach me the ropes”.
About the second week on the job, one of the card punch operators came into my office crying. She was
cold. The room was very small and half of the operators were cold and half hot. Margaret solved “my”
problem. There are many memories from those years before I moved to D.C. in 1972, but there one that
comes to mind when | think of Margaret, who passed away September 17, 2020.

Margaret told me one day that one of the “girls” (card punch operators) was dating the public affairs man
with the Atlanta Falcons. Cassius Clay, the world champion boxer, was coming through Atlanta and he
was handling his public relations tour. He was going to bring him to our office. We thought, “yea, the
Heavyweight Champion of the World is coming to our office!” A couple of weeks later the Atlanta
Police call the Forest Service public affairs office and asked if they could bring Cassius Clay for a visit.
Sure enough, he and the group came in. After pictures of him with Smokey he came into the card punch
room, said hello, and left (with the card punch operator). Years later, after | moved to D.C., Margaret was
telling this story and went to Public Affairs to get the pictures. There were no pictures. This was after he
converted and changed his name to Mohammed Ali. All the pictures were destroyed.

Margaret, | know you are enjoying your eternal home with D. W. Singleton, Ray Hall, Jim Rogers, and
others from those “good ole times”. I am enjoying many of the same stories.

Thanks to all that make publishing The Dixie Ranger possible three times each year.
This includes those that submit articles, obituaries, pictures, etc. and to Nancy Sorrells,
Dave and Peggy Jolly, Malcolm Gramley, and other proof editors. Editor
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Messages From Your Editor:

Forest Service employees and retirees in the western states are suffering
from the results of the fires. Our counterpart organization in Portland,
The Old Smokeys, started a fund to help them. The following was sent to
each member. It is being reprinted, with their permission. | thought some
of our SFSRA members might be interested in helping with this initiative.

Dear Old Smokeys,

During this unprecedented fire emergency many people need help right now. Our hearts go
out to people who have suffered loss during this time.

Please consider donating to the Elmer Moyer Emergency Fund. You can visit
oldsmokeys.org/donate to pay online or mail in a check made out to “Pacific Northwest
Forest Service Association” to PO Box 5583, Portland, OR 97228-5583. Be sure to indicate
the “Moyer Emergency Fund” on the check.

The Elmer Moyer Emergency Fund was set up to help Old Smokeys’ and current Forest
Service employees with short-term emergencies. If you need assistance, or if you know of
anyone who needs assistance, contact Kurt Wiedenmann, Old Smokey’s Grant Coordinator,
at 208-501-4258 or email him at krw2125@gmail.com.

Also, please check in on any Old Smokey that might need help.

Thank you very much,

Steve Ellis, President Old Smokeys (Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association)

FIFTY YEARS — WOWI!

Next year, 2021, will be the 50" Anniversary of the Southern Forest
Service Retirees Association and The Dixie Ranger. A special edition of
The Dixie Ranger is being planned to help celebrate the occasion. Do you
have an old story or picture? Help us with the celebration! Contact me if
you have a question or suggestion. Editor
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