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Ihave become an Applehead. Okay, I thinkl just made up that word. That's Applehead with a capital 
"A," like all proper nouns. I am not quite sure how this happened, but I think it started when my house 
got struck by lightning. 

Among the damages, my entire stereo system was fried. I spent a considerable amount for that 
"component system." It commanded a major presence in my bachelor pad for all to see and admire. 
The components were impressively stacked on top of one another ina specially designed cabinet with 
glass doors, flanked on each side by speakers that were about a foot wide, a foot deep, and four feet 
tall. Suddenly, in a lash literally, it became "old technology" that needed to be replaced. Then l got 
married. That's when one of my new wife's friends introduced me to the idea of an Apple iPod and 
a Bose SoundDock. So, I made my first Apple purchase. The iPod and dock now sit unnoticed in a 
corner of our living room, yet I can load and play every CD we own, or ever will own for that matter 
into this dinky duo. The total replacement cost was about one-fourth that of the old stereo system. 

This was later followed by a replacement cellphone: an iPhone, of course. Then, my wife gave me 
an iPad last Christmas. (l didn't need an iPad, but I suddenly wanted one.) Somewhere along the way, 
l acquired an iPod nano (it has FM radio, and a pedometer too!). I bought another nano for my wife 

to use when she goes walking or jogging. Then, this spring, it was apparent that my 10-year oid PC 
was on its last legs. My stepson suggested that I mightlike to replace it with an iMac. Not me. I 
don't think so. 

I remembered all the incompatibility problems we had in the Forest Service with the publication folks 
down in the Office of Information. They had Macs, the rest of us had PCs. If I wanted to publish 
something, I would have to make a copy of it on a 3" disk and take it downstairs where Jane Sell 
would put it into her Mac and reformat it. Yes, it looked great, but what a drag. Jane was passionate about her Mac. She said that if the Forest Service ever tried to take it away from her, they would probably have to do it at gunpoint, and then she would retire. I was unmoved. The Forest Service 
is, after all, a big organization. We need to be efficient. We need to be uniform. 

My stepson informed me that all those old incompatibility issues between Macs and PCs have mostly been resolved. He even loaned me a spare iMac he had-just for me to get the feel of it, he said. (He is really into computers, big time.) So I tried it. l stuck my toe in the water. I liked it. I rationalized that since I am now retired, I don't need to worry about those incompatibility issues anyway. So I got an iMac. 

Now. I find myself visiting the Apple store often to take workshops, and do what they call "one-to-one" training and "personal projects." One day there, I spotted Jack Holcomb, another Forest Service retiree I have known for years. He was buying a new iMac. We had a nice, but too short, visit. "l iust 



love 

these 

things." 

Jack 

said. 

Y
es, 

I thought, 

another 

Forest 

Service 

retiree 

"seduced 
by 
the 

dark 

side of The 
Force." This 

w
eek, 

I am
 

working 
on 
a special 

project. 
I need 
to 

give 
a presentation 
at 

church. 
I thought 
I 

few
 

equipm
ent 

issues. 
I talked 
to my 

stepson 

about 

borrow
ing 

a laptop 
to

 

use 

w
hen 

I m
ake 

this 
big 

presentation. 

Y
ou 

know
, 

you 

can 

use 

your 

iPad 
to 

do 

that," 
he 

said. 

"Y
ou'll 

need 
to 

use 

A
pple's 

version 
of 

Pow
erPoint, 

called 

K
eynote, 

though. 

Itll 

cost 

So, 

after 

som
e 

thought, 

I've 

decided 
to 
try 
it the 

Apple 

way. 

N
ow

 
the 

creative 

juices 

are 

really 

flow
ing 

again! 

It's 

just 

like 

the 

old 

days 

when 
I worked 
for 

the 

Forest 

Service 

--m
aking 

Pow
erPoint 

presentations 

and 

presenting 

them
 

to
 

large 

audiences. 
I have 

som
e 

new
 

challenges 
to

 

m
eet. 

Will 

P
C

s 
for 

th
e 

Forest 

Service. 

A
pple 

for 

the 

rest 
of us. 

T
hank 

you, 

Steve 

Jobs. 

Lany 
Biskof 

President 
2009-2011 TH

U
RSD

A
Y

, 

D
ECEM

BER 
1$T 
� CH

RISTM
A

S 

LU
N

C
H

EO
N

 

M
EETIN

G
 

It's 

tim
e 

to
 

m
ake 

your 

reservations 

for 

our 

annual 

D
ecem

ber 

luncheon! 

At 

our 

June 

m
eeting 

Vice President 

Sid 

H
aggard 

announced 

that 

Dick 

Fitzgerald, 

A
ssistant 

D
irector 

of Forest 

M
anagem

ent 
in 

th
e 

W
ashington 

O
ffice 

will 
be 

our 

guest 

speaker 
for 

this 

occasion. 

This 
is alw

ays 
a very 

festive 

event 

and 
a fun 

way 
to

 

stay 
in

 

touch 

with 

our 

fellow
 

retirees. 

M
em

bers 

and 

guests 

will 

gather 
in 

A
tlanta 

at the 

Petite 

A
uberge 

R
estaurant 

in 

the 

Toco 

Hills 

Shopping 

Center, 

2935 

N
orth 

D
ruid 

Hills 

R
oad 

at I:3
0

 

a.m
. 

L
unch 

will 
be 

serv
ed

 
at 12:00 

noon. 

T
he 

cost 
of 

the 

meal is 

$13 
per 

person. 

R
eservations 

are 

necessary 

by 

N
ovem

ber 

28h 

and 

can 
be 

m
ade 

by 

calling 

N
ancy 

Sorrells 
at (770) 

469-5799 
or Joyce 

K
eith 

at 

(770) 

277-5841 
� leave 
a m

essage 

on 

their 

answ
ering 

m
achine 

if you 
do 

not 

reach 

one 
of them

. 
It is 

also 

im
portant 

to
 

let 

either 

N
ancy 

or Joyce 

know
 

if you 

find 

that 

yO
u 

are 

unable 
to 

attend 

after 

you 

have 

m
ade 

a reservation. 

W
e 

are charged 
for 

the 

num
ber 

of 

reservations 

turned 
in 
the 

day 

before 
the 

luncheon. 

R-8 

R
ETIR

EES 

G
ET 

TO
G

ETH
ER

 

N
ortheast 

A
tlanta 

- R
etirees 

are 

now
 

m
eeting 

for 

breakfast 

the 

last 

T
uesday 

of each 

m
onth 

(except 

restaurant 
ís located 
in the 

Killian 

Hills 

V
illage 

Shopping 

C
enter 

betw
een 

Pet 

S
m

art. 

H
om

e 

D
epot 

and 

D
ecem

ber) 
at th

e 

IH
O

P 

R
estaurant, 

4205 

Stone 

M
ountain 

H
ighw

ay, 

Hwy 

78, 
at 7:30 

a.m
. the 

Sports 

A
uthority 

just 

w
est 

of 

The 

Cobb 

C
ounty 

G
eorgia 

- Retirees 
are 

now
 

m
eeting 

at "M
y 

Country 

K
itchen", 

2740 

Sum
m

ers 

Street, 

K
ennesaw

, 

G
eorgia. 

W
e 

m
eet 

on 

the 

last 

T
uesday 

of th
e 

m
onth 

at 9:00 

a.m
, 

Good 

tim
e 

for 
all wíth great 

fellowship. 

2 

W
ould 

use 

Pow
erPoint. 

but 
I need 
to 

w
ork 

out 

about 
$20." 

there 
be 
a W

iFi 

signal? 

Should 
l use 
my 

iP
hone 

as 
a pointer? 

Will 
| dazzle 

my 

audience, 
or 
will 
it be big 

flop? 
It feels 

good 

again 
to

 

have 

this 

m
ental 

stim
ulation, 

that 

jittery 

stress, 

and 

those 

brain storm
s 

at three 
in

 

the 

m
orning. 

T
hen, 

the 

idea 

drifted 

into 
my 

m
ind: 

"S
o, 

Larry, 
do 

you 

think 

you 
will com

e 

out 
of retirem

ent 
to

 

feel 

th
e 

old 

excitem
ent, 

and 

buzz 

once 

m
ore?" 

N
ot 

a chance. 

Killian 

Hill 

R
oad. 

Spouses 

are 

alw
ays 

welcom
e. 



C
herokee 

N
ational 

F
orest-

R
etirees 

m
eet 

for 

lunch 
at 11:30 

a.m
. 

on 

th
e 

third 

W
ednesday 

of 

each 

m
onth 

in
 

C
leveland, 

TN
, 

at the 

G
olden 

Corral 
on 

Stuart 

Road 

Paul 

Huff. O
uachita 

N
ational 

Forest 
- R

etirees, 

spouses 

and 

friends 

m
eet 

the 

third 

T
uesday 

of 

each 

m
onth 

at 8:30 

a.m
. 

for 

breakfast 
at 
the 

Cracker 

Barrel 

R
estaurant 

in 

the 

C
ornerstone 

Shopping 

C
enter, 

Hot Springs, 

A
rkansas. 

Jim
 

W
enner 

sent 
a photograph 
of their 

A
ugust 

m
eeting 

(see 

page 

12). Jefferson 

N
ational 

Forest 
- R

etirees 

get 

together 
at noon 
on 

the 

second 

W
ednesday 

of even 

num
bered 

m
onths 

at the 

R
oanoker 

R
estaurant 

in 

R
oanoke, 

V
irginia. 

They 

have 

been 

m
eeting 

for 

the 

last 

several 

years. 

No 

dues 

are 

collected 

and 

only 

rarely 

are 

there 

program
s 

or 

expressions 
of professional 

concerns. 

For 

inform
ation, 

contact 

C
harles 

B
lankenship 

at (540) 

774-6272. 

G
eorge 

W
ashington 

N
ational 

Forest 
- R

etirees, 

spouses 

and 

friends 

m
eet 

for 

breakfast 
at 9:00 

a.m
. 

on 

the 

first 

W
ednesday 

of even 

num
bered 

m
onths 

at 
the 

Village 

Inn 

R
estaurant, 

on 

US 

11, 
a short 

distance 
off 

I-81 
at 

Exit 

240. H
ighlands 

- Robbinsville 
- Franklin 
- M

urphy 

N
orth 

C
arolina 

A
rea 

- Retirees 

m
eet 

at 11:30 

a.m. 

for 

lunch 
on 

the 

last 

W
ednesday 

of every 

m
onth 

in 

Franklin. 

Contact 

George 

L
ynch 

for 
the 

location 

as 
it m

ay 
be 
in a different 

place 

each 

m
onth. 

G
eorge's 

e-m
ail 

is 

georgelynch@
verizon.net; 

phone: 

(828) 
369-9722. 

Francis 

M
arion 

&
 

Sum
pter 

N
ational 

Forests 
- Reported 
by 

G
lenda 

W
ood-

The 

Francis 

M
arion 

and 

Sum
ter 

N
ational 

Forests' 

fall 

retirees' 

luncheon 

w
as 

held 
at 

th
e 

O
cean 

V
iew

 

Seafood 

R
estaurant 

in Colum
bia, 

South 

Carolina, 
on 

October 
19, 

2011.A
ttendees 

were: 
Bill 

Bodie, 

Ron 
&

 

C
atherine 

Boozer, 

Alvin 

Feltm
an, 

Jean 

Eng, 

Don 

and 

Joyce 

Hair, 
Ed 

H
edgecock, 

Jerry 

and 

A
udrey 

H
enderson, 

Karry 

and 

V
era 

H
olm

es, 
Bill 

and 

M
ary 

Holton, 

Katie 

Jackson, 

Tom
m

y 

and 

Janet 

Kinard, 

Jeanne 

LeBoeif, 

LeR
oy 

Lew
is, 

Gary 

Peters, 

Dave 

Rosdahl, 

N
orm

an 

and 

Rosalyn 

Runge, 

Jim
 

Scott 

and 

Jim
 

and 

G
lenda 

W
oods. 

(This 

was 

Gary 

Peters' 

first 

m
eeting 

as 
a new

 

retiree.) 

After 

Jerry 

H
enderson 

gave 

thanks 
for 
our 

food, 

G
lenda 

W
ood 

shared 

contact 

inform
ation 

related 
to The 

Dixie 

Ranger 
for 

those 

who 

aren't 

currently 

receiving 
the 

new
sletter, 

and 

m
ay 

w
ish 

to
 

do 
so. 

She 

th
en

 

gave 
an 

update 
on 

retirees 

she 

had 

heard 

from
 

who 

w
eren't 

able 
to 

attend 

th
e 

luncheon 

*John 

Cathey's 

younger 

brother 

has 
a m

alignant 

brain 

tum
or 

and 
is 

currently 

hospitalized 
in 

Em
ory 

H
ospital 

(A
tlanta). 

John's 

m
other 

is also 
in 

another 

hospital 

with 
a kidney 

infection. *Jim
 

Scott 

said 
his 

wife, 

Vicki, 
is 

doing 

great 
as 
a result 
of her 

chem
o 

treatm
ents 

and 
is currently 
on a trip 
to

 

North 

C
arolina 

with 
a cousin 

from
 

Spokane. 

*N
ora 

A
utrey 

has 

been 

hospitalized 

tw
ice 

since 

April. 

Her 

doctors 

haven't 

been 

able 
to

 

give 

her 
a diagnosis, 

but 

Nora 

thinks 

her 

sym
ptom

s 

are 

heart-related. 

(N
ora 

celebrated 
her 

90h 

birthday 
in July.) 

have 

*C
laudette 

Phillips 

(R
andall's 

wife) 
has 

been 

undergoing 

problem
s 

with 
her 

eye 

and 

was 
to an 

injection 

today 

related 
to 

that 

problem
. 

*Steve 

VW
ells 

is 

currently 
on 

fire 

assignm
ent 

in
 

east 

Texas, 

w
here 

he 

recently 

saw
 

M
ary 

H
olton. 

A
lthouah 

M
ary 

returned 
in 

tim
e 

for 

our 

m
eeting, 

she 

m
entioned 

that 

she 

has 

spent 

105 

days 
on 

various 

fire 

assignm
ents 

during 

2011. 

*V
icki 

GIlover 

had 

responded 

with 
an 

e-m
ail, 

inviting 

retirees 
to 

visit 

her..offering 

them
 

free 

room
 

and 

board...as 

well 
as 

being 

their 

tour 

guide 
to

 

local 

points 
of interest. 

Vicki's 

3 

husband, 

"C
huck," 

died 
in M

arch 
of last 

year, 

and 

she 

said 

she 

still 

m
isses 

him
 

terribly. 

*Retirees 

Currently 

traveling 
are: 

Helen 

Sheridan, 

Phyllis 

Burnette, 

Paul 

and 

Carolyn 

M
yers, 

and 

Dave 



by
 

the 
M

use
um

 and 

inc
lud

ed
 in

 

the
ir 

ar
ch

iv
es

. 

htt
p:/

/fs
reu

nio
n2

01
2.c

om
 

M
iss

ou
la,

 M
T

 

59
80

3 or
 

e-m
ail

 

the
m to

 

The 

sto
rie

s will
 be

 

co
lle

cte
d 

Lo
cal

 
Ph

on
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50

6-
47

4-
20

09
 Toll

 
Fr
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00
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-9
43

2 
For 

Gr
ou

p 

ht
tp

s:
//r

es
w

eb
.p

as
sk

ey
.c

om
/R

es
w

eb
.d

o?
 

m
od

e=
W

elc
om

e e
i 

and 

gu
ar

an
te

ed
 

re
un

io
n 

ho
tel

 

rat
es

, yOu will
 

nee
d to

 
re

gi
ste

r for 

bot
h 

be
fo

re
 

Jun
e 15, 

20
12

. plu
s tax for all 

ro
om

s. 

Th
ere

 are ADA
 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
 

roo
ms

 

av
ail

ab
le.

 T
o 

en
su

re
 

ear
ly 

re
gi

str
at

io
n 

M
arr

iot
t 

M
ou

nta
in 

Re
so

rt and Spa 

at
 

Li
on

sh
ea

d 

Sq
ua

re 

in
 

Va
il, 

Co
lo

ra
do

. 

Ro
om

 

rate
 

wil
l be

 
$10

9 No
w's

 the tim
e to

 
boo

k 

you
r 

fal
l. 

lea
de

rsh
ip

. 

Re
gi

str
at

io
n will 

ope
n in

 
Fe

br
ua

ry
, 

201
2. 

Ma
ke you

r 

pla
ns now for 

a 
gre

at tim
e nex
t 

rem
ini

sc
e you
r 

glo
ry day
s 

wh
ile 

lea
rni

ng
 

how you
r 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

op
er

ate
s 

tod
ay

, 

firs
t 

han
d, from

 

cu
rre

nt ac
tiv

ity
 

fill
ed 

we
ek.

 

Va
il, 

Co
lor

ad
o, 

in
 

the fall
, is

 a 
tru

ly 

ma
gic

al 

loc
ati

on
. 

Wh
at 

a 
be

au
tif

ul
 

se
ttin

g to
 

Joi
n 

you
r 

fri
en

ds
 and 

co
lle

ag
ue

s the 

we
ek 

of
 

Se
pt

em
be

r 17
 

-2
1,

20
12

 

for
a fun

, 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l and 

R
en

de
zv

ou
s In

 
The

 

R
oc

ki
es

 

ht
tp

://
fs

re
un

io
n2

01
2.

co
m

 

FO
RE

ST
 

SE
RV

IC
E 

RE
U

N
IO

N
 

20
12

 

-
IN

FO
R

M
A

TI
O

N
 

UP
DA

TE
 

C
ha

ng
es

/A
dd

iti
on

s 

sec
tio

n of
 

this
 

Dix
ie 

Ra
ng

er.
 See the

ir 

gro
up

's 

Oc
tob

er 

me
eti

ng
 

ph
oto

 on
 

pag
e 12. 

35
8-

27
40

 � 
Ce

lls are 

Joy
ce 

(80
3) 

60
6-

96
04

 &
 

Br
ya

nt 

(80
3) 

60
6-

98
31

. 

Th
eir

 

new 

ad
dr

es
s in

 
the no

te, 

Br
ya

nt and 

Joy
ce 

Wa
tts wa
nt 

Re
gio

n 

8 
fol

ks to
 

kno
w the
ir new 

tel
ep

ho
ne

 

nu
m

be
rs:

 

Ho
me

: 

(80
3) 

the roa
d tha
t 

lea
ds from

 the 

ma
in roa
d to

 
Ar

ch
ie'

s 

re
sid

en
ce

 at
 

the top of
 

the 

m
ou

nt
ain

. that
 Bill 

St
al

cu
p.

..a
no

th
er

 

FM
&S 

Fo
res

t 

En
gin

ee
r 

som
e time

 

ag
o..

.ha
d 

as
sis

ted
 

Ar
chi

e in
 

de
ve

lop
ing

 

ho
sp

ita
lit

y and the
ir 

be
au

tif
ul 

hom
e and 

mo
un

tai
n 

sc
en

ery
. Ron said
 w

e 
may 

be
 

in
ter

es
ted

 in
 

kn
ow

ing
 

wo
rke

d 

tog
eth

er,
 

they
 had 

a 
rea

lly
 

gre
at time

 

rem
ini

sc
ing

 as
 

they
 

en
joy

ed
 the 

Gr
an

t's 

gra
cio

us
 

sp
ou

se
s for an

 
ov

ern
igh

t 

vis
it. Ron 

rep
ort

ed
 

that
 

alt
ho

ug
h 

man
y 

yea
rs had 

pa
sse

d 

sin
ce they

 last
 60s or

 
70s and had 

rec
en

tly
 

inv
ite

d Ron 

Bo
oz

er,
 Don Ha

ir, 

Tom
my

 

Ki
na

rd,
 

Ra
nd

all
 

Ph
illi

ps and the
ir 

mo
un

tai
n 

hom
e in

 
Fr

an
kli

n, 

No
rth 

Ca
ro

lin
a. 

Ar
ch

ie had 

ser
ve

d as
 

Fo
res

t 

En
gin

ee
r on

 
the 

FM
&S 

in
 

the 

Ad
am

s who 

is
 

with
 his son
, 

Ma
rk, and 

fam
ily

 

unt
il the end 

of
 

Oc
tob

er,
 

na
tio

na
lfo

re
st@

m
on

ta
na

.c
om

 

Tom
 

Th
om

ps
on

 

sen
t in

 
the firs

t 

sto
ry.

 

Rea
d the 

sto
ry of

 
his 

clo
se call

 
wit

h an
 

Al
as

ka
n 

Bro
wn

 

bea
r at

 

mo
nth

, in
 

an
tic

ipa
tio

n of
 

the 

Re
nd

ez
vo

us
 in

 
the 

Ro
ck

ies
. Add you
r 

sho
rt 

sto
rie

s and 

ph
oto

gr
ap

hs
. 

Mai
l 

you
r 

sto
rie

s and 

ph
oto

s to
 

the 

Mu
seu

m 

off
ice

 

(PO Box 

27
2, 

Mu
seu

m 

of
 

Fo
res

t 

Se
rvi

ce
 

Hi
sto

ry will 
fea

tur
e OLD
 

TIM
ER

S 

TA
LE

S on
 

the 

Re
un

ion
 

we
bp

ag
e 

eve
ry St
or

ies
 

Ne
ed

ed
 for 

Re
un

ion
 

W
eb

sit
e 

-
Th

ank
s to

 
the Vail

 

201
2 

Re
un

ion
 

Co
mm

itte
e, the 

Na
tio

nal
 

rat
es

: 

ne
w

&
ev

en
tlD

=5
63

94
60

 

R
es

er
va

tio
ns

 
(G

ro
up

) 
W

eb
sit

e: ro
om

...
.M

ee
tin

gs
 and 

lod
gin

g will
 be

 
in

 
the 

mai
n 

reu
nio

n 

ho
tel

, the Vail
 

cy
be

rfo
gi

e@
ao

l.c
om

 or
 

Gl
en

da
 

Wo
od 

at
 

(80
3) 

42
2-

41
44

 -
ta

nn
er

20
10

@
ce

nt
ur

yl
in

k.
ne

t. O
f 

sp
ec

ial
 FM
&S

 

re
tir

ee
s 

nex
t 

m
ee

tin
g 

wil be
 

Ap
ril 11, 

20
12

. 

Pl
ea

se
 

co
nt

ac
t 

Vic
ki 

Sc
ott

 at
 

(80
3) 

36
4-

25
04

 -

Bo
oze

r told
 

abo
ut 

a 
trip 

du
rin

g 

mi
d-s

um
me

r to
 

spe
nd som

e time
 

with
 

Ar
chi

e 

Gra
nt and his wife

 in
 

thei
r 

Gl
en
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GOOD NEWS FOR FEDERAL RETIREES 

In case you haven't seen the news release, Jim Wenner sent the following information which he 

received as a member of NARFE: Federal retirees will receive a cost of living adjustment (COLA) to 
their civil service annuities beginning in January 2012. Retirees in the Civil Service Retirement System 
(CSRS) will receive a 3.6 percent increase to their annuities, while retirees in the Federal Employee 
Retirement System (FERS) will receive a 2.6 percent increase to their annuities. 

Under current law, COLAs for federal retirement annuities, as well as for military retiree annuities and 

Social security payments, are determined in reference to the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage 

Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W), which is calculated by economists and statisticians with the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The CPI-W is the current index used for measuring increases in the prices 

of consumer goods throughout the economy. It includes prices on all consumer goods, including food 
and beverages, housing, clothing, transportation, medical care, recreation, education and 
communication, and more. 

The CPI-W figure for September 2011 was 223.688. The average CPL-W for the third quarter of 2011 
was 223.233. This is the new reference figure for determining the 2013 COLA. 

LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 

BOB POTTER - North Carolina - Thank you for the latest Dixie Ranger. I enjoyed reading Audry 
Pomerening's article about Don and also the article about timber marking by Jack Godden. I had 
worked with Don as his Assistant Ranger on the Bankhead National Forest at Haleyville, Alabama 
1956-57 and had marked hardwood timber for cutting on the Ozark National Forest in Arkansas 1952 
54. I retired from the Forest Service in 1982 and had worked for USAID (US Agency for International 
Development) and FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) for several years 
thereafter. My wife and I will be moving to an assisted living establishment in Jacksonville, Florida 
sometime this year. Gotta' sell our house here in Mocksville first. 

LAMAR BEASLEY - Virginia -I just received my copy of The Dixie Ranger, another excellent 
newsletter. I did notice on my mailing label it shows my dues should be paid in 2011. On May 2nd, I 
mailed a check in the amount of $30 for renewal. Those that up-date the mailing labels I'm sure are 
really busy and the change in my expiration date may occur with the next issue. I just wanted you to 
know that I had renewed my membership, andl assume you received my check. Should you not have 
it, please let me know. I hope things are going well for you. My wife and l just keep ticking. 

NATHAN BYRD- Tennessee - I always enjoy The Dixie Ranger. It reminds me of so many people 
and retirees. For example: The first time I met Alvis Owen, he was home in Olustee, Florida, helping 
his brother Dave on a prescribed burn. I had never heard of this Forest Supervisor who looked like 
one of the forest workers. He was enjoying a holiday I guess. 

Kathy Cooper -Georgia -Here is my check for $20 since you are currently runninga "special" for new 
members!!! Info follows for the directory. It was sad to hear about Evelyn (Lewis). I understand she 

also had health problems in the last few years. I know John had lots of problems and he'll be really lonely as she took care of him and lots of their business dealings. I'm doing great and staying busy 
doing whatever I want to do! 



JACK GODDEN -Wisconsin -The enclosed check is for my delinquent 2011 dues and expecting 2012 
issues of The Dixie Ranger. As printed in the July issue, my "Tree Marking" stories might be the last 
of my great memories - maybe one more left? A little editing error to the July issue, page 18 on 
marking timber - "Black Bald" has always been Buck Bald Lookout on TN/NC line as your older 
readers would remember. Joe Floyd, its Lookout in 1954 - 1956 (and earlier), would rollover in hie 
grave by this misprint; I wish this correction notice, as he was one of my favorites, a Forest Service 
employee of endless stories, few cuss words now and then, when excited, discussing a fire spred 

His pride was in his road to Lookout which he improved with pick, shovel and wheelbarrow that made 
it accessible for my "Ford" with family visits. Around the manicured lawn base he planted some 
"exotic' pine seedlings, a challenge for visiting foresters to identifty. I passed on the "Red and Jack" 
Pines from the Lake States. 

My first memory of Joe's legendary habits was his picture in a sporting magazine in 1954/1955 -Joe 
surrounded by hounds, pistol (yes with a Forest Service 38 revolver) in his hands pointed at a boar. 
I never asked Joe if he shot the boar or knew if Bill Paddock or John Spring, the Forest Supervisors 

at the time, knew of Joe's incident. (Spring was known by the locals as "John Springer" from his early 
career days on the Forest.) In 1955 Forest Supervisor Spring asked for the return, probably by 
Regional Office direction, of the District's two 38's; Ranger Norris Quam was issued one; he delegated 
me to pick up Joe's at his Lookout. The pistol was in "mint" condition - a tear in Joe's eyes at its 
recovery. (| didn't have to count bullets!) I wonder if many retirees left from 1955 remember recovery 
of Forest Service issue SW 38's? I didn't know of Quam's issuance until the review of Joe's picture 
that stated the office conversation - nor did I know of him ever carrying it. 

Pleased to see John Archer's stories in print. I first met John on the Somerset District of the old 
Cumberland National Forest, 1957/58 working for Wayne Ruziska whose name reappeared in the July 
issue of The Dixie Ranger. At that time I was working out of the Supervisor's Office as Timber Project 

Staff, John impressed me as a young forester with good questions at the first log grading session on 
the Cumberland. Gotta' keep these "youngster's" stories in print. 

Editor's Note: we apologize for the typo and for the discomfort to the late Joe Floyd...Buck Bald is much more 
memorable than Black Bald! Being from Tennessee, we should have known! 

Lighter Moments, Misery of Marking Timber, the continuation of Jack's article on marking 
timber which ran in the July 2011 issue of The Dixie Ranger appears on page 14. 

DON KIGHT - Kentucky - Enclosed find dues of two years. Jenette and I are busy as usual., life is 
good. We count our blessings every day. I have been spending a lot of time with a good friend 
working on a 90-acre hunt and fish camp (lease) on Cumberland Lake, working mostly on an old farm 
house. Along with that and fishing on Laurel Lake, volunteering at the church and the grandkids, it 
takes most of our time. Anyone coming thru, come by. We do love company with old friends. Note 
new e-mail address in Changes/Additions section. 

FRED FOSTER - South Carolina - Here is a check for $50 for 5 years subscription to The Dixie 
Ranger. We received the July issue and enjoyed it. 

CHARLIE AULDS -Tennessee - Hope this will pay what's due and future issues for 2011 and 2012. 

BOB BOWERS -Georgia -Enclosed is a check for my past dues plus another 3 years. Please accept 
my apology for being late taking care of this important matter. It seems things just get away from me 
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in my retirement years. Do you think it might be old age, forgetfulness, or just being dumb OR all of 
he above? T do enjoy the organization and The Dixie Ranger, so keep up the good work. Am still 
CUtting grass 4 or 5 days a week and still own B&V Blades Company, going to retire next year -play 
golf, fish and enjoy retirement again! Promise to make the meetings also and promise not to be late 
with dues again! 

ED GRUSHINSKI -North Carolina -Please extend my membership for a couple more years. 
FYI: Weather in 2011 has played havoc in many states of the country. Anyone familiar with the 
Croatan National Forest (NF'sNC) may be interested in the double dose the Neuse River Recreation 

Area (Flanners Beach) sustained. In the Spring, tornadoes ripped through the forest, toppling trees 
blocking roads and trails, causing structural damage to a restroom and a brief shut-down at Flanners 

Beach. Then in August, Hurricane Irene came through eastern North Carolina causing additional 
timber blow-down and, again, closure of Neuse River Recreation Area. 

GLENDA WOOD -South Carolina - My check to cover The Dixie Ranger for the next two years, thru 
2013. Many thanks for doing this job for all of us. 

MARY JANE CLOSE -Louisiana - Please find enclosed my check for $30 which should cover me for 

a few more years of The Dixie Ranger . It's such a worthy newsletter and one I look forward to 
receiving every time. The stories, antidotes and updates of my Forest Service friends are always a 
joy to read. You are all doing such a wonderful job. Thank you so much for your extra effort to keep 
the "connectivity" going between us and our former colleagues. I hear quite a few stories about the 
"new" Forest Service, and I'm just glad I was there when the "old" Forest Service was alive and well. 
Such an awesome group of great folks! Thanks for keeping those stories going. Frank and I have 
recently moved back across the river. Please help by getting our new address to The Dixie Ranger 
so I won't miss a single issue!! Many thanks!! Note new address in Changes/Additions on page 9. 

JIM GILPIN -North Carolina -Enclosed are my dues for the next five years. As always, many thanks 
to the SFSRA for publishing The Dixie Ranger and to those who contribute their updates, memorable 
stories, and much more. Every issue brings many good memories back. It's hard to believe that 
Marye an I have been retired a little over ten years now. We're glad to say that during that time life 
has been very good to us -good health, more grandchildren and great grandchildren, and much more. 
See his e-mail update in Changes/Additions on page 9. 

LARRY TREKELL - Texas - Here is a check to extend my membership and subscription to The Dixie 
Ranger for 2012 and also to sign up a new member, Josie Jackson. Josie was Josie David, the 
Switchboard operator for the National Forests in Texas for many years, and I'm sure she did many 
other support services for the Supervisors' Offices. See Josie's address, etc. in Changes/Additions. 

Editor's Note: Larry also e-mailed us in August as follows: Thank you for your dedication to providing a most 
interesting Dixie Ranger. I was especially interested in the 
President's Corner article by Larry Bishop. It hit me that maybe 
we ought to be bringing to memory the old-timers before their 
time to go. In that light, I am sending a picture of Leonard J. 
(Jake) Moore, on the occasion of his 94h birthday in June 2011, 
posted by his daughter on Facebook. Jake was my Ranger on 
the Tenaha District, Sabine National Forest when I was 
transferred there in December 1966. If memory serves me 
right, he was on the Y-LT and maybe on the Francis Marion 
before that. He retired about 1971 or 72, and he and Dot 

Jake Moore 



moved to Ragley, Louisiana. I believe he lives in Baton Rouge now. He served in WW-ll as a bomber 

pilot. Anyone remember him who might correct my memory? 
In that same vein, I wonder about the feasibility of starting a little section called, "Anyone 
Remember...?" for us to post questions about our old Forest Service affiliates who come to mind from 
time to time, and we wonder about them. The entries and responses could be limited to 2 or 3 lines 
or could be followed by the e-mail address of the inquirer. What do you think? 

Editor's Note: Let us know what you think of this idea. Sounds ike it could be really fun and interesting! 

Everyone expresses enjoyment and appreciation of stories written by our members for The Diie 
Ranger. We are down to only one or two in our reserve"stash"... so how about sending some stories 
to let us know about your past experiences, or current activities. Ifyou send stories and/or photographs 
to us via e-mail atachments, we can insen them into the newsletter easier than if they need to be typed. 
However, we will be happy to get whatever fornat you wish to use. Two or three pages is a perfect 
length and pictures are always welcome. Also remember our next issue will contain the new 2012 
Membership Directory. Check to be sure we have your correct and updated information. 

2010 -2011 Officers 

President: Larry Bishop 
Imacbishop@hotmail.com 

President-elect: Sid Haggard 
sidhaggard@ att net 

Secretary: Sonny Cudabac 
scudabac@mindspring com 

Treasurer/Data Base: Tom Tibbs 
gtibbs6@embarqmail.com 

Historian/Obituaries: Jim McConnell 

Editor's Note 

elanjim @bellsouth.net 

Dixie Ranger Co-Editors: Dave and Peggy Jolly 
djollysr@ com linkinc.net 

Directors 

Clair Redmond (2011) 
Clairhredmond@bellsouth.net 

Vickie Sell (2012) 
morganza@windstre am.net 
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Mac Gramley (2013) 
mgramley@windstream.net 

Ex-Officio - Vacant 

NFSRA - Jerry Coutant 
Coutfi@bellsouth.net 

The current year's Nominating Committee for the SFSRA, which consists of Nancy Sorrels, Mike Sparks and Larry Philips. 
met September 19th to discuss candidates to fill the vacant positions for the next two-year term, 2012-2013. 

Sid Haggard has been President-Elect for the past two years and moves up to the office of President. Larry Bishop, 
Outgoing President, will serve as Ex-Officio member of the Board of Directors. Clair Redmond's term on the Board expires 
this year, leaving one vacancy. All other officers have agreed to stay on for another year. 

At the December meeting nominations will be made for President-Elect and the two vacancies on the Board of Directors. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

JOHN ARRECHEA (LOIS) 
1507 Smallwood Drive 
Oxford, MS 38655-4649 
Phone: (662) 234-9299 

KATHARINE COOPER 
251 Triple Oaks Drive 
Tucker, GA 30084 
Phone: (770) 564-2376 
E-Mail: katharinecooper@bellsouth.net 

LORI JOHNSTON (RAY) 
1172 Chadwick Lake Drive 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
Phone: (770) 277-1522 

JIM BARRETT (SHIRLEY) 
2009 W. Wheeler 
Arkansas Pass, TX 78336 
Phone: (361) 790-6014 

JOSIE JACKSON 
104 Inwood 
Lufkin, TX 75901 

ROBERT MITCHELL (JOANN) 
372 Polk Road #45 
Mena, AR 71953 
Phone: (479) 216-0596 
E-Mail: mtchro9@yahoo.com 

Changes/Additions to the March 2011 Directory 

Mary Jane Close - New address: 128 Columns Drive; Alexandria, LA 71303 
Phone: (318) 448-8987; E-Mail: mjclose@aol.com 

Jim Gilpin - E-Mail change: the2ofusim@earthlink.net 

Jack Godden - Telephone changed to: (262) 240-2410 

Ed Grushinski - Added phone: (252) 636-0190 and E-Mail: edgrushinski@yahoo.com 
Don Kight - E-Mail change: jendonkight1@yahoo.com 
Brisco Price - E-Mail change: tnbprice@centurytel.net 
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David Trull -E-Mail change: dtrull608@att.net 
Bryant Watts -New address: Oakleaf Village #217; Lexington, SC 29072 

Phone: (803) 358-2740; E-Mail: jwatts27@windstream.net 

It's important that you keep our Treasurer, Tom Tibbs, informed of any and all 
changes in your e-mail and regular postal addresses, phone numbers, etc. - check 
your address label on the last page of this Dixie Ranger to be sure your information is correct and to check the year through which your dues are paid. 

Tom's e-mail: gtibbs6@embarqmail.com 



IN MEMORIAM 

Compiled by Elaine and Jim McConnell 

Michael R. Maxwell, 60, of Winnfield, Louisiana, passed away on July 17, 2011. Michael started 
working on the Kisachie National Forest on the North Zone Engineering and then came over to the 
Winn District as a timber marker. He was the son of the late Felton Maxwell and Vera Griffin Dobbs. 
Mike is survived by his son Chuck and wife Kim of Winnfield; daughter Sarah Bruce and husband 
Steven of Winnfield; stepdaughter Jennifer Kelly of Winnfield: granddaughters Samantha Maxwell, 
Maggie Bruce and Natalie Bruce; grandson Michael Shankle; brothers Danny Dobbs and Shannon 
Dobbs; and sisters Anne Ayers and Tammy Roark. Funeral services were heldat Zion Baptist Church 
in Georgetown, Louisiana. 

Paul Andrew Timko, 88, of Roanoke, Virginia, passed away on August 10, 2011. He was born on 
July 18, 1923, to the late Paul and Anna Timko in the small town of Virden, Illinois. He grew up to be 
an avid sportsman and lover of the great outdoors. After serving his country in World War lIl, he 
followed his passion for nature and earned a degree in forestry from lowa State University. He then 
began a career in the U.S. Forest Service. He spent his career working in several southern states 
including Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Georgia and Virginia. Paul loved his church and his family and 
he loved to tell a great story. He is survived by his wife Irene; sons Mike (Judy) Timko and Richard 
(Sherry) Timko; daughters Carol (David) Brinson, Mary (Danny) Lugar, and Terry (John) Mayer; 
grandchildren, Andy Timko, Lindsey Timko, Mary Timko, Jenny Mathes, Paul Brinson, Kimberly Ito, 
Ashley Menkedick, Jessica Mayer, Grace Mayer and Patrick Mayer; 4 great-grandchildren, Caroline, 
Amelia, Hayate and Akashi. Paul's funeral service was held on August 15, 2011, at St. Andrew's 
Catholic Church in Roanoke, Virginia. Memorial donations may be made to the American Cancer 
Society. 

Kenneth Paul Owen, 66, of Olustee, Florida, died September 25, 2011, in Lake City, Florida. He 
retired in 2009 as a Forestry Technician with the Forest Service. He is survived by his wife, Glenda; 
three sons Kenneth P. (Sara) Owen, Jr of Lake Butler, Kevin W. Owen and Klate A. Owens both of 
Olustee; and 3 grandchildren, Kenneth P., Sara Allyson and Amy Michelle. Funeral services were 

held on September 30h in the First Baptist Church of Olustee with burial in the Olustee Cemetery. 

Evelyn Cantrell Lewis, 68, of Marietta, Georgia, formerly of Ellijay, Georgia, died August 14, 2011. 
Evelyn was born in Gilmer County, Georgia, and was the daughter of the late Raymond Cantrell, Sr. 
And Reba Woody Cantrell. She worked for many years in various departments in the Regional Office 
in Atlanta. She retired in 2007 from Forest Management. Evelyn is survived by her husband John 
and brothers Raymond Cantrel, Jr. and Fariley Cantrell both of Ellijay. Her funeral was held in Ellijay 
on August 19, 2011, at the Bernhardt Funeral Home with burial in the Scrougetown Cemetery. 

John W. Chaffin, Jr., age 82, died October 10, 2011, in Green Valley, Arizona. He was born in 
Nowata, Oklahoma, to Wesley and Vada Chaffin. John joined the army during the Korean War and 
later graduated in forestry from Oklahoma A&M and Yale University. During his career with the U.S. 
Forest Service, he worked throughout the United States in various positions, including District Ranger, 
Forest Supervisor and various Fire Staff posts. In the Southern Region, John was on various national 
forests and in S&PF. He retired as Deputy Regional Forester in California. After retirement he served 
as a guide/instructor at the Titan II Missile Museum in Green Valley. John is survived by Sue, his wife 
of 59 years; two nieces Sherry Walters of Asheville, NC and Vicki Walters of Pontiac, Michigan. Sue's 
two nephews, whom he considered his nephews, Fred W. Bloch of Lebanon, Missouri, and Paul 
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Bloch of California, Missouri. At his request, no formal funeral services were held. His ashes were 
scattered by his loved ones in a location that he loved to visit. John requested that remembrances 
be made to La Posada Foundation, 685 S. La Posada Circle, Green Valley, Arizona 85614, or to your 
favorite charity. 

Remembering Colleagues - Memorial donations can be made to the National Museum of Forest 
Service History (NMFSH) to honor living or deceased colleagues, friends and family. Be part of 
celebrating the rich history and conservation legacy of the U.S. Forest Service which has been such 
a valuable part of our heritage. 

The following form can be used to become a member, renew your annual membership, or make a 
memorial donation. 

Mr. Mrs. 

City/State/Zip: 

E-Mail: 

Fill out, detach and mail to : National Museum of Forest Service History 
PO Box 2772; Missoula, MT 59806-2772 

Dr. 

Family 

For Membership: Categories Annual Dues 
Individual 

Name: 

Student 
Contributing 

Mylour gift to the capital campaign is made in HONOR or MEMORY of: 

$30 or more 
$55 or more 

New 

$15 or more 
$150 or more 

Address: 

Daytime Phone: 

Renewal GIFT 

Sustaining 
Organization 
Life 

$300 or more 
$100or more 
$1,000 or more 

The NMFSH is collecting, preserving and interpreting the history of the U.S. Forest Service, its partners and cooperators. Become a part of preserving our heritage for an ever-expanding audience of individuals and organízations who care about the nation's forests and grasslands. 

For more Museum information: www.NMFS-History.net 

"A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a song." 
Lou Holtz 



Arkansas Federation-President Winston Wolfe addressing Hot Springs area USFS Retirees and 
spouses at their monthly meeting held in Hot Springs, August 17, 2010. Attending were NARFE 
members Jim Wenner, Herb Mansbridge and Mike Curran. Bill Walker was recruited. 

FM&S RETIREES MET ON OCTOBER 19, 2011 IN COLUMBIA SOUTH CAROLINA 
See article naming attendees in the "Get-Togethers" section on page 2 
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