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FOREST SERVICE CELEBRATES THE WEEKS ACT 

THE EASTERN NATIONAL FORESTS 
A GREAT CONSERVATION ACCOMPLISHMENT 

by Gordon Snall 

A century ago, people of vision, conviction and courage made conservation history. They 
overcame entrenched self-interest and destructive practices that had laid waste to much of the 
land of the East and South. The outcome was an initiative that focused on the greatest good tor 
the greatest number in the long run. Their actions created treasures from abandoned lands - long 
term public benefit in lieu of short term-gain. 

We will never know all their names, but their success in establishing the eastern National Forests 
(those east of the 100h meridian), will stand as monuments to their foresight, initiative and lives 
well lived. These are truly the people's Forests, created with the consent of States and local 
governments and restored thru generations of cooperative effort and consistent caring for the land. 
The high-water mark of these achievements was passed by Congress on March 1, 1911. The 

Weeks Act, as it is known today, was a new concept in this country. It was administered by a 
fledgling Agency and supported by individuals, conservation organizations, States and local 
governments. These eastern National Forests continue to grow in significance as our population 
grows and land use changes crowd out some of the open spaces that were once taken for 
granted. About two thirds of the American people live within a days drive of at least one of the 
eastern National Forests. 

The Weeks Act laid the ground work for cooperation between the Federal Government and the 
States, providing for cooperation with, and federal matching funds for, State forest fire protection 
agencies. Numerous agencies and organizations expanded the scope and reach of the National 
Forests thru cooperative programs in fire management, wildlife management and research and, for 
the first time, allowed direct Federal funding of non-Federal programs of any type. This increased 
the responsibilities of the recently formed (1908) State and Private Forestry branch of the Forest 
Service. 

The National Forests of the West were created by identifying candidate areas of the public domain 
(lands never in private ownership) and withdrawing them for National Forest purposes. The 
concept of a federal agency buying private land for public forests was unheard of. However, in the 
East, the after effects of unregulated logging and other destructive practices on forested lands 

had severely damaged watersheds and rivers. The result was strong public pressure on Congress 
to manage and protect the headwaters of navigable waterways. Floods and forest fires were a 



major problem. Many properties with litle foreseeable economic value were going back to the 
local governments for taxes. 

The Forest Service, only six years old in 1911, now had the job of evaluating areas for inclusion in 
this new system of National Forests. Additional skills were needed and funding had to be obtained 
Policies, practices and procedures had to be put in place to insure that land purchases met the 

objectives of the Act, and were done in a fair and professional manner. Since the purchases were 
primarily on a willing-seller basis, the Forest Service had to be sensitive to the wishes of 
landowners while meeting Agency needs. The creation of these National Forests was a wonder in 
itself. However, the job had just begun. For the first time in its short history, the Forest Service 
had the responsibility of restoring entire forested ecosystems across diverse landscapes. 
Perhaps the most significant opportunity that came with the new public lands was a chance to 
demonstrate that they could be rehabilitated and put back into production. It meant stabilizing 
eroding areas, planting trees, introducing professional forestry and other land-management 
practices, dealing with trespass, controlling cattle and wild hogs, improving access, constructing 
and managing recreation facilities, conducting inventories, developing management plans and a 
myriad of other activities. Many agencies, organizations, and individuals helped with this effort. 
The Civilian Conservation Corps of the Great Depression was most effective in improving the 
condition of these new eastern National Forests. In a 1977report for the Conservation Foundation, 
by Wiliam E. Shands and Robert G. Healy, titled "The Lands Nobody Wanted", they said, "The 
work of the Forest Service in rehabilitating the eastern national forests - in large measure land that 
only recently nobody wanted - is one of the great conservation achievements of American history." 

Given the challenges, it is a wonder that this extraordinary effort succeeded. However, one 
hundred years later, 26 eastern States are home to 52 National Forests encompassing 25,462,914 
acres (about 6.8% of the forested land in the 26 States). These include a wide variety of forested 
environments, ranging from the White Mountains of New Hampshire to the lakes of northern 
Minnesota, from the hardwood forests of the southern Appalachians to the piney woods of the 
coastal plain and pine/hardwood forests of the piedmont. That it succeeded is powerfully evident 
today. Some 132 Congressionally designated Wilderness areas are where once there were only 
stumps and debris. Thirty-four National Wild and Scenic Rivers, 9 National Recreation Areas, 16 
National Game Refuges and Wildlife Preserves, over 27,000 miles of hiking trals (including 848 

miles of the Appalachian Trail) and more than 3700 developed recreation sites, generate over 53 

A timber resource, which in many cases was practically nonexistent when these lands were 
acquired, now totals an estimated 42 billion cubic feet of growing stock and about 135 billion board 
feet of sawtimber. Streams once degraded and choked with silt now flow with clear, clean, high 
quality water and provide excellent habitat for many species of fish and other aquatic fauna. Many 
cities and towns depend on National Forest watersheds to proide a stable source of clean water. 
Wildlife habitats were reestablished and managed, giing hunters and fishermen/women some of 
the best outdoor experiences in the East as the fish and wildife returned to many of these 
cooperatively managed habitats. As the population grows, expands and encroaches into more and 
more formerly rural areas, the presence of these large areas of public land becomes increasingly 
important as places of respite and re-creation. There is the added benefit of showing those who 
own land intermingled within the forest boundaries, as well as those elsewhere, how they can 
improve their own land. 

2 

million recreation visits to these National Forests each year. 



Vwnle many elements contributed to this success, the Forest Service focus on competence, public 

Sevice and professionalism was a major factor. Whatever the political or social concerns of 

prvate landowners, local and State governments, or Congress, the men and women in green were 

respected and trusted. 

Ihe best way to commemorate and honor the achievements of the past 100 years is by continuing 

to manage these treasures with care and professionalism, always looking for ways to enhance the 

values they provide to the American people. 

THE ORIGINS OF THE NATIONAL FORESTSYSTEM 

by James B. Snow, USDA Special Counsel for Real Property, Retired 

As we mark the centennial of the Weeks Act this year, it is interesting to examine how the National 

Forest System has evolved into what we know of it today, with particular emphasis on the eastern 

National Forests. The National Forest System was only defined in law 35 years ago with the 

passage of the National Forest Management Act. Three laws form the major pillars of the System 

as we know it today. The most important law was section 24 of the Act of March 30, 1891, the so 

called Forest Reserve Act, which allowed the President to set aside forest reserves from the public 
domain. The second pillar was the Weeks Act of 1911 by which the eastern National Forests were 

acquired. The third pillar was the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act of 1937 by which we acquired 

the National Grasslands. The System has also been enhanced through land acquisitions under a 

number of other authorizations such as the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, National Trails System 

Act, and other special legislation. But none of these approach the scope of the three pillars. 

Under the Forest Reserve Act, the President could reserve lands from the public domain as forest 
reserves which were not open to settlement. President Harrison set aside the first forest reserve 

on March 30, 1891, later named the Shoshone National Forest. By the end of Theodore 
Roosevelt's administration, some 162.8 million acres of public domain had been set aside as 
forest reserves. The opposition in Congress to such massive reservations led to the revocation of 

the President's reservation authority in 1907. 

Through the first decade of the 20h Century, virtually all National Forest lands were west of the 
100" meridian. In the east, studies showed there were millions of acres of cutover and denuded 
lands, and the destruction of watersheds led to massive flooding. In response, the Weeks Act of 
March 1, 1911 was enacted which bears the name of its sponsor, Congressman John Weeks. 
From 1911 to a peak just before World War ll, over 24 million acres were acquired and eventually 
formed the 52 national forests in regions 8 and 9. 

The third pillar of the System were various New Deal emergency laws culminating with the 
Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act of 1937 which was enacted in response to the massive erosion 
resulting from drought and the cultivation of submarginal farm lands. Through 250 land utilization 
projects (LUPS) in 45 states, the government bought abandoned or foreclosed lands, relocated 
tenants, and undertook resource restoration mainly through the Soil Conservation Service. In 
1953, about 8.8 milion acres were transferred to the Forest Service for administration. In the 
Eisenhower Administration, much of these lands were transferred to other federal and state 
agencies, but 3.8 million acres have been retained as National Grasslands. 
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All lands in the National Forest System are said to have the "status" of the authority by which the. 
came under Forest Service administration, and that status can afect management. For example 
lands reserved under the Forest Reserve Act are said to have "public domain" (PD) status a 
Such lands are open to location and entry under the mining laws. Weeks Act lands are gener 
referred to as "acquired lands" and they are not open to the general mining laws. National 
Grasslands are "Bankhead Jones lands" (B-J) and are subject to more liberal disposition 
authorities. Similarly, lands acquired under various special authorities might have management 

requirements unique to that authority. Congress attempted to simplify land status by passaoe of 
the Act of September 2, 1958, which generally gave Weeks Act status to all lands which had been 
acquired within the exterior boundaries of the National Forests. 

The eastern National Forests are a hodgepodge of lands acquired, reserved or transferred under 
various authorities. Some are a mixture of PD and acquired lands such as the Ozark National 
Forest where 273,175 acres of public domain were withdrawn in 1908. Some B-J lands were 
transferred to National Forests and given Weeks Act status such as the Tuskegee National Forest 
in Alabama and the St. Francis National Forest in Arkansas. In New York, a former Land 
Utilization Project was designated in 1983 as the Finger Lakes National Forest. 

A century ago, nobody could have envisioned the National Forest System as we know it today,. 
There was no grand plan, but rather national authorities were used to address local problems and 
needs. In the east, the National Forests were built from the ground up, often patched together 
under various authorities and appropriations over many decades. But, however derived, these 
lands now constitute extraordinary public resources of immense value. 

For more information, the Forest History Society has a web site with information about the 
formation of the National Forests. 

http://www.foresthistory.org/ASPNET/Places/NationalForests,aspx 

JOHN W. WEEKS (1860-1926) 

John Wingate Weeks was born on April 11, 1860 in New Hampshire. 
He grew up on the family farm on Mount Prospect, near the town of 
Lancaster. He likely developed a lasting appreciation for the outdoors 
during a childhood surrounded by the lakes, rivers, forests and 
mountains of rural New Hampshire. 

Weeks entered the United States Naval Academy in 1877, and 
graduated in 1881. After graduation he spent years serving in the Navy 
before eventually marrying and establishing a permanent home in 
Newton, Massachusetts. There he helped found and served as partner 
in a prominent banking and securities firm in Boston. 

After great success in the financial sector Weeks became involved in local politics, serving as 
Alderman and then Mayor of the town of Newton. He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1905, 
serving the 12h Congressional District of Massachusetts. 

Weeks most notable accomplishment as Congressman came four years later in 1909 when ne 
introduced a bill in the House of Representatives concerning the federal purchase of forest 
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reserves. This bill would eventually pass both the House and Senate and be signed into law by President Taft on March 1, 1911. The Weeks Act authorized the government to purchase lands Tor stream-flow protection, and to maintain the lands as national forests. This made it possible for the national forest system to expand into the eastern United States. 
He served in the House of Representatives until 1913 when he was elected to the Senate. During the Republican National Convention of 1916, Weeks received 105 votes for the Presidential nomination. His service in the Senate ended in 1919, but he remained active in national politics. In March 1921, Weeks was appointed as Secretary of War by President Harding and remained in this position into the Colidge administration when health issues forced him to resign in late 1925. After returning to New Hampshire Weeks died on July 12, 1926. 

President's Corner: 

"Now, what was the Weeks Act?" I asked myself when I heard that the Forest Service would be celebrating its centennial this year. I remembered, as a new forester stating out in my Forest Service career that we had to spend our first year being indoctrinated to its history and culture. Part of that training included reading a number of "programmed texts." The idea was that we Would read a small section of these books, then that section would be repeated, but with some blanks spots throughout the repeated text. We were to fill in the blanks with the appropriate Words, like "navigable stream," and it would be imprinted within our brain so that we would not 
forget it. I did remember that the term "navigable stream" was a pretty big deal for the Forest 
Service, and that one of my college professors had even defined "navigable stream" as a stream 
that could "float a log." Well, after forty-plus years, that is all a bit dim now. 

According to Wikipedia, one of my primary reference sources these days, the Weeks Act, named 
after Congressman John W. Weeks, was passed by the U. S. Congress on March 1, 1911. It 
authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to "examine, locate and recommend for purchase 
lands within the watersheds of navigable streams as may be necessary to the regulation of the 
flow of navigable streams The lands so acquired were to be managed and maintained as 
national forests. The Weeks Act was originally intended for purchase of lands east of the 
Mississippi, but later some western lands were also acquired under it. Here in the Southern 
Region, the George Washington and the Pisgah National Forests were acquired and established 
by the Weeks Act, plus another 31,000 acres were purchased in north Georgia that would later 
become part of the Chattahoochee National forest. The Weeks Act was substantially expanded 
and modified by the Clark-McNary Act in 1924. 

such 

Oh, yes. I remember it all now. I feel a litle embarrassed that l could not immediately recall what 
the Weeks Act was all about. The only excuse I can offer is that I was young then., with little 
experience, and had so much ahead of me. 

Today, we hear a lot about how our federal government and Congress can make such a mess of 
things. It is too easy to forget that there have been some major issues that our govemment has 
risen to the occasion and managed very well. The Weeks Act of 1911 is yet another example one 
of those mostly forgotten U.S. Government "success' stories. It is certainly worth celebrating. 
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MARK YoUR CALENDAR 

2011 LUNCHEONS ARE JUNE 2nd and DECEMBER 1st 

Our June 2, 2011 luncheon will be at the Petite Auberge Restaurant in the Toco Hills Shonnin 
Center, 2935 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta. We gather at 11:30 am for fellowship and lunch s 
served at 12:00 noon. The cost of the meal is $13 per person. Reservations must be made no 
later than Monday May 30". Call either Nancy Sorrells at (770) 469-5799 or Joyce Keith at (770) 
277-5841. Leave a message on their answering machine if you do not reach one of them. t is 
important to let either Nancy or Joyce know if you find that you are unable to attend after 
you have made a reservation. We are charged for the number of reservations turned in the dav 

before the luncheon. 

reservation! 

Rex Mann, SFSRA member, will be our speaker. He will talk about the Environmental Education 
Center in West Yellowstone, Montana. A non-profit organization, which is attempting to increase 
kids awareness of the natural world, this group believes that most kids today are "nature deprived" 
and as grandparents and retirees, they are trying to change this. You may recall that the 
November 2010 Dixie Ranger contained an aticle about this program. Call today to make your 

R-8 RETIREES GET TOGETHER 

Northeast Atlanta - Please note change for monthly breakfast. Since probably the 1970's the 
Forest Service retirees in NE Atlanta have been meeting at Matthews Cafeteria in Tucker each 
month for a friendly breakfast. After a trial run in February, it was unanimously voted to change 
locations. The NE Atlanta retirees will now meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month 
(except for December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, that's Hwy 78, at 
7:30 am. The restaurant is located in the Kilian Hills Village Shopping Center between PevSmart, 

Home Depot and the Sports Authority just west of Kilian Hill Road. Spouses are always welcome. 
Cobb County Georgia - Retirees are now meeting at "My Country Kitchen", 2740 Summers 
Street, Kennesaw, Georgia. We meet on the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am. Good time for 

all with great fellowship. 

Cherokee National Forest - Retirees meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of 
each month in Cleveland, TN, at the Golden Coral on Stuart Road Paul Huff. 

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses and friends meet the third Tuesday of each month 
at 8:30 am for breakfast at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. Jim Wenner sent a photograph of their August meeting which will be in the next 
Dixie Ranger. 

Jefferson National Forest - Retirees get together at noon on the second Wednesday of even 
numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. They have been meeting for the last 19 years. No dues are collected and only rarely are there programs or expressions of professional concerns. For information, contact Charles Blankenship at (540) 774-6272. 
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George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 
am on the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant, on US 11, a 
short distance off I-81 at Exit 240. 

Highlands - Robbinsville Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area - Retirees meet at 11:30 am 

Tor lunch on the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the 
location as it may be in a different place each month. George's e-mail is georgelynch@verizon.net 
phone: (828) 369-9722. 

Francis Marion & Sumpter National Forests Ocean View Seafood Restaurant in Columbia, 
SC, is the location of the next luncheon on April 13, 2010 at 11:30 am. Retirees plan to continue 
meeting the second Wednesday of April and October, unless circumstances warrant otherwise. 
Changes from this schedule will probably be rare. Please contact Vicki Scott at (803) 364-2504 
cyberfogie@aol.com or Glenda Wood at (864) 445-4751 - tanner2010@centurylink. net for details 
about the meeting scheduled for April 13, 2011. 

2012 FOREST SERVICE REUNION 
Rendezvous in the Rockies -- Vail, Colorado 2012 

Mark your calendar and make sure to talk to others about attending this great event. The 2012 
National Forest Service Retirees Reunion will be in Vail, Colorado at the Vail Mountain Marriott 
from September 17-21, 2012. This is an outstanding location and a wonderful facility. The fall 
colors and scenery will be outstanding with the crispness of fall and the sparkle of Colorado blue 
skies. The commitee is already hard at work putting together a wonderful program, with exciting 
field trips, and other special events. Vail is centrally located in the Rocky Mountains and is easily 
accessible by train, plane, and automobile. This location and timing will ensure that all participants 

will enjoy spectacular country, lasting friendships, and wonderful memories. U.S. Forest Service 
retirees, current employees, partners and vendors are invited andct a good mix is expected to 
attend. There will be plenty to do at the reunion - renew friendships, get up-dates on Forest 
Service activities, attend historical presentations and meet with current Forest Service leadership. 
More specific information will be made available as the program as events are firmed up, but until 
then mark your calendar, put a sticky note on the refrigerator, and make sure to talk to others 
about coming to this great event. 

Visit the Reunion website: http://fsreunion2012.com 

JOYCE KILMER MEMORIAL FOREST 
75 Anniversary Celebration - Saturday July 30h 

Joe Bonnette, SFSRA member from Robbinsville, NC writes that this celebration will be near 
Robbinsville at Rattleford Campground. The event is open to the general public, and they would 
like to give a special invitation to all current and former Forest Service employees. Plans include a 
5k/10k, a homecoming event for the Cheoah District, a rededication ceremony and other outdoor 
activities. The homecoming and ceremony will be from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Food and 

refreshments will be available and they hope to have special guests to give dedication addresses.. 
They are also hopeful that some of the Kilmer family will be in attendance. More information will 
be provided later. The Cheoah Ranger District, Nantahala National Forest and the Partners of 
Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness Area are co-sponsors of the celebration. For more information 
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please contact Joe Bonnette at (828) 479-3855 or jbbonnette @frontier.com or the Cheoah Rono 

District at (828) 479-6431. 

ARKANSAS TRAILS DAY- Saturday May 7th 

Jim Wenner, SFSRA member from Hot Springs, Arkansas, writes that The Ouachita National 

Forest and Friends of the Ouachita Trail are planning a 40" anniversary celebration of tho 

establishment of this 200-mile trail which runs from near Little Rock, AR, to Talihina, OK The 

celebration will honor it's founding father, Art Cowley who was recreation assistant on the Ouacbita 

National Forest in the 1970's. With the help of funding from Art's family and the Ouachita National 

Forest, a large boulder and brass plaque will be placed at the Lake Sylvia Trailhead where the firet 

segment of the trail was dedicated 40 years ago. 

Dedication of the plaque will take place as a part of the May 7 celebration and reads: "In this 4oh 

year after completion of this first section of the Ouachita Trail in 1971, we remember and honor the 

'FATHER OF THE OUACHITA TRAIL' ARTHUR P. COWLEY US Forester, Environmental 

Educator and Big Tree Expert - April 9, 1932 to March 4, 2010". It was his vision and dedicated 
efforts that made the Ouachita National Recreation Trail a reality. SFSRA member John Archer 

was the District Ranger on the Jessieville District of the Ouachita National Forest from 1970 to 

1997. The trail now stretches from Pinnacle Mountain State Park 223 miles west to Talimena 

State Park, Oklahoma. The activities will begin at 10:00 am at the Lake Sylvia Trailhead. 

LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 

ROGER HATCH -Georgia - The Forest Service has changed since I retired. I can remember 
when 202C sales were authorized by the district ranger, fire wardens were prevention and 

suppression crews; and the Forest Service made more money than they spent! Times have 
changed! 

JACK EDWARDS - North Carolina - Here are my dues for a couple more years. I always look 
forward to reading The Dixie Ranger. Keep up the good work. 

BEN STANSEL - Tennessee - Here are dues for two more years. Went fishing with Naylor in May 
- really enjoyed it! 

DAVID LARSON - Georgia - l've gone almost 86 years without ever getting sick enough to go to 
the hospital. Well, that ended in October and I found outI have colitis. What a shock when I 
found out I had to go on a gluten-free diet! Try going without wheat in your diet - it isn't easy. All 
that good food at Thanksgiving and hardly any of it that I can eat. If there are any fellow suffers of 
colitis that have mastered the gluten-free diet, I'd like to hear from them. 

MARQ WEBB - Louisiana - Here's my check for 2011. I look forward to every issue of The Dixie 
Ranger. Ya'll are doing a great job. Thanks! 

BUD JOHNSTON -Alabama -As I enjoy the latest issue of The Dixie Ranger, I notice that I am 
paid through the end of this year which is quickly coming to a close. Time seems to speed by 
now-a-days. Anyway, here is my check for a few more years. I have no intention of missing any of 
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front. We are now thoroughly enjoying our 6 grandchildren (one more is on the way next Spring): 
and I am doing my best to spoil them when they are in my care. The youngest is 6 months and the 
oldest about 3 %. Thanks for keeping us linked together. 

MIKE DAWSON - Louisiana - My dues! Read "DR" cover to cover each issue! 

DAN NOLAN -Colorado Enclosed are my dues for 3 years. Merilyn and I are still enjoying life in 
the Rockies. Hope to see you all in 2012 at the National Reunion in Vail. 

JERRY ROCKETT - Virginia -Here is an application for my friend George Perry. Years ago, 
Howard Burnett bought my first year as a SFSRA member. I am now doing the same for George. 
He retired in 1993 from State and Private, Washington Office. 

KAY ERWIN - Louisiana - Here are my dues for 2010 and 2011. Sorry about being late for 2010. 
Nothing new here in Alexandria, Louisiana, except the cold weather. 

KEITH ARGOW -Virginia - Still publishing National Woodlands magazine, as well as Fire Lookout 
magazine. Also trading land a lot. The Forest Service is about out of the land business. 

GEORGE FREELAND - Tennessee - Just had surgery on my right ankle to fuse 2 bones together 
with 3 screws. All that walking for the Forest Service has finally caught up with me! 

LOIS WILLIS-WATTS - Georgia - Here are my dues for 2010 and 2011. Didn't realize I owed past 
due "2010" dues until reading the November 2010 Dixie Ranger. Sorry to miss the Christmas 
Luncheon this year. My sweet husband Jim is not doing well with COPD right now. I don't like to 
leave him alone for too many hours at a time. I just talked with Nancy and she filled me in on 
everybody. Sounds like the luncheon was good with a lot of people. Hope l can come to the next 
one. Thanks for your good work. 

HARVEY BENSON - Louisiana - My friend, Michael Sparks, encouraged me to send this 
application. I have been retired from the USDA, Forest Service, Kisatchie National Forest since 
1992. The following information Mike indicated you would need to get me signed up. (See Harvey's 
information in the New Members section.) 

BOBBY SEBASTIAN - Louisiana - I appreciate the work you're doing with the Dixie Ranger. I look 
forward to every issue and learning news on people I know and worked with. The enclosed check 
should catch me up for a few years on dues. Abigail and Il are still in Pineville, Louisiana, and 
consider ourselves tri-coastal now. That is, one kid (and their families) on each coast. My son, in 
Oregon, works for the Forest Service on the Fremont-Winema National Forest as a Silviculturist, 
the daughter in Baton Rouge is a teacher and the daughter in St Augustine is finishing Physical 
Therapy school in April. We're both retired now and frankly. I don't know how I ever had time to 
work. One of my activities is with the Southern Forest Heritage Museum in Longleaf, Louisiana. 
Anyone that would like to know more about this really interesting place can visit our website at 
www.forestheritagemuseum.org or contact me. We still enjoy riding our Harley and flying my ultra 
light aircraft. Abigail will ride the bike but won't fly with me. I enjoy reading the stories people write 
and will try to contribute one some day. 

RUTH ANN CRAIG -Virginia - Have been meaning to join the SFSRA for quite sometime but failed 
to fill out the form. I was secretary to the Forest Supervisor of the George Washington National 
Forest before it was combined with the Jefferson NF. 
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bly
 

just
 as

 
we

ll. 

Hav
e 

oth
er 

int
ere

sts
 like
 

wo
rki

ng
 on

 
fam

ily
 

ge
ne

alo
gy

 

(wi
sh 

I 
had 

sta
rte

d that
 ove

r the 

ye
ars

. 

Do
n't kno
w 

mu
ch 

ab
ou

t 

wha
t is

 
goi

ng on
 

in
 

tod
ay

's 

Fo
res

t 

Se
vic

e, and that
 is

 

The Dix
ie 

Ra
ng

er and 

ke
ep

ing
 up

 
with

 

lots
 of

 
fol

ks w
e 

wer
e 

fo
rtu

na
te 

en
ou

gh
 to

 
me

et and wor
k with

 well
, and w

e 
are 

rea
lly

 

en
joy

ing
 our time
 in

 
the 

"br
iar

 

Au
gus

t o
f 

200
7. 

Wo
uld

 

ver
y 

mu
ch like

 to
 

hea
r 

from
 

som
e of

 
you

! 

do
 a 

litt
le 

Cr
ap

pie
 

fis
hin

g on
 

the 

Al
ab

am
a 

Riv
er and 

som
e dee
r 

hu
nti

ng
 on

 a 
hu

nti
ng

 

club
 

lea
se.

 I Joy 

Pa
tty

, Don Kig
ht and Gar
y 

Ta
ylo

r. 

I 
hav

e 

en
joy

ed
 

rec
eiv

ing
 The Dix

ie 

Ra
ng

er this
 

pas
t 

yea
r. 

I Bill 
Fa

dd
en

, Bud 

Jo
hn

sto
n, Dal

e 

Ge
ntr

y, Ron 

Fe
rri

s, Ale
x 

Bo
ldo

g, Bill 

Da
ug

he
rty

, 

Bru
ce 

Pa
rso

ns
, Som

e o
f 

the 

Fo
res

t 

Se
rv

ice
 

pe
op

le 

I 
hav

e 

see
n at

 
BA

SS PRO
 are Art 

Go
dd

ard
. 

the
ir fou
r 

ch
ild

ren
. Our son
, his wife
 and two 

da
ug

ht
er

s are 

M
iss

io
na

rie
s in

 
Ch

ina
 and 

No
rth 

Ko
rea

. 

Th
an

ks
. 

the 
SF

SR
A 

Ra
ng

er.
 201

1. Als
o our 

e-m
ail

 

ad
dr

es
s has 

ch
an

ge
d (all 

cha
ng

es are in
 

the new 

dir
ect

ory
). 

Ke
all

y 

enj
oy The Dix

ie 

PH
YL

LIS
 

CL
OU

TI
ER

 -
Al

ab
am

a 

-
He

re'
s m

y 
che

ck for $30
. 

Thi
s will tak
e 

car
e of

 
200

9, 201
0 and 

ple
as

e 
kee

p the 

ba
lan

ce
 of

 
m

y 

due
s. 

SF
SR

A 

off
ice

rs are 

do
ing

. I 
look

 

for
wa

rd 

to
 

rec
eiv

ing
 the Tha

nk you fo
r 

an
yo

ne
 to

 
thin

k 

I 
die

d; just
 got 

ca
rel

es
s. 

Bei
ng 

op
tim

ist
ic,

 I am
 

en
clo

sin
g due
s for 

thr
ee mor

e 

FR
AN

K 

FE
RR

AR
EL

LI
 

-
Ca

lif
or

nia
 -

Jus
t 

rea
liz

ed
 

that
 I'm 

de
lin

qu
en

t with
 m

y 

due
s. 

I 
don

't 

wan
t 

rea
din

g 

abo
ut 

thi
ng

s tha
t 

took
 

pla
ce ove

r 

pas
t 

ye
ars

. Pat 

Int
-H

ou
t 

bro
ug

ht bac
k 

me
mo

rie
s 

CL
AR

EN
CE

 

KIN
G 

-
Flo

rid
a 

-
Her

e are m
y 

due
s for the nex
t two 

ye
ars

. 

l 
enj

oy
 

The Dix
ie 

Ra
ng

er 

pat
ch"

 

(Je
na

, LA)
. W

e 

enj
oy 

eve
ry issu
e o

f 

due
s for the nex
t 

thr
ee 

yea
rs 

-
ma

yb
e tha

t way 

I 
can kee
p up

 
with

 it 
be

tte
r. Ms. 

To
mm

ye
 and 

I 
are 

BR
ISC

OE
 

(B
RI

S) 

PR
ICE

 -
Lo

uis
ian

a 

-
Jus

t 

no
tic

ed
 

that
 it is

 
due

s 

pay
ing

 

tim
e 

ag
ain

. Will
 

en
clo

se 

T
 

hav
e 

bee
n 

wo
rki

ng
 

(pa
rt 

tim
e) as

 a 
gre

ete
r at

 
BA

SS PRO
 

sin
ce the 

Pr
att

vil
le 

sto
re 

op
en

ed
 in

 

to
 

The Dix
ie 

Ra
ng

er.
 I 

ret
ire

d from
 the 

Lan
ds 

Se
cti

on
 of

 
the 

Su
pe

rv
iso

r's
 

Of
fice

 in
 

M
on

tgo
me

ry 

Al
ab

am
a in

 
19

94
. M

y 
wif

e, 

Be
ro

nic
a, and 

| 
live

 in
 

Pr
att

vil
le 

alo
ng with

 our 

da
ug

hte
r, 

so
n-

in-
law

 and 

JIM 

CO
VI

NG
TO

N 

-
Al

ab
am

a -I
 

wo
uld

 like
 to

 
tha

nk
 

Gle
n 

Be
av

er for 
giv

ing
 m

e 

m
y 

firs
t 

su
bs

cri
pti

on
 

pu
bl

ica
tio

ns
 

tha
t I 

don
't 

kno
w, 

the
re are 

us
ua

lly
 

se
ve

ral
 l 

do. Iha
t 

ma
kes

 it 
wo

rth
wh

ile 

BR
UC

E 
HA

RV
EY

 
-

Flo
rid

a 
-

Th
an

ks for the wor
k you all do

 
on

 
this

. 

Wh
ile 

the
re are 

man
y 

nam
es 

in
 

ex
ce

lle
nt 

pu
bl

ica
tio

n"
Th

e Dix
ie 

Ra
nge

r" 

pr
ed

ict
ion

 

tha
t the end of

 
the 

ear
th 

is
 

in
 

201
2. 

Ho
we

ve
r, if

 l 
sho

uld
 be

 
wro

ng 

in
 

tak
ing

 this
 

rislk
. tha

t the 

ear
th will

 not 

com
e to

 
an

 
end this

 

com
ing

 

May
, and tha
t the 

Ma
ya

ns are 

Wr
ong

 in
 

thei
r 

KE
ITH

 

M
cL

AU
GH

LI
N 

-
Ge

org
ia 

-
En

clo
se

d are m
y 

due
s for the nex
t tWO 

ye
ars

. T
 

am
 

wil
lin

g to
 

risk 

you
r 

felo
w the

 you and good
 

wor
k tha
t 
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