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Region 8 Helps Drive Restoration of Southern Forests 
By Tony Tooke, Regional Forester 

U. S. Forest Service, Southern Region 

 

Across the landscape, the Southern Region continues to serve as a driving force 

behind restoration efforts on both private and public forestland. From a regional 

perspective, restoration is all about securing the South’s natural legacy for 

generations to come.  

     Since national forests only make up a small portion of the forestland in the 

South, partnerships form the backbone of these restoration efforts. With roughly 

86 percent of southern forestland in the hands of private landowners, engaging these stakeholders 

is essential to foster real, lasting restoration.  One such partnership revolves around the need to 

restore the greatly diminished longleaf pine range. As a member of the America’s Longleaf 

Restoration Initiative, the Southern Region recently reaffirmed its commitment to help the 

initiative meet its goal of restoring 8 million acres by 2025. With roughly 4 million acres of 

National Forest System land in the longleaf range, the Forest Service is uniquely positioned to help 

lead longleaf restoration efforts. To that end, the Forest Service plans to boost its contribution to 

the initiative with the launch of an aggressive restoration strategy aimed at restoring or maintaining 

2 million acres of longleaf habitat on National Forest System land.  

     Regional restoration efforts don’t stop at longleaf stands. The region also is actively engaged 

in shortleaf pine ecosystem restoration through the Shortleaf Pine Initiative, which released a 5-

year restoration plan in 2016. Expect more information of the status of these efforts when members 

of the initiative meet later this year in New Jersey. 

Restoration takes active management 

The Southern Region has been fundamentally tied to restoration for over 100 years beginning with 

the 1911 Weeks Act aimed at restoring cutover, eroded and abandoned lands across the South. 

Today, southern ecosystems are diverse and species-rich. Restoration continues to produce timber 

to support local economies while ensuring the resilience of native ecosystems that provide critical 

habitat for desirable plant and animal communities.   

Strong partnerships and decades of efforts are gaining ground in restoring iconic species such as 

those found in the longleaf and shortleaf pine ecosystems. In addition, our regional restoration 

work includes efforts to restore oak and hardwood forests and unique communities such as pitcher 

plant bogs, mountain balds and tropical rainforests.  Many threatened and endangered plant and 

animals depend on active management for their perpetuation. In addition, active management 

through prescribed fire and forest management benefits wildlife species that are in high demand 

by sportsman. Hunting and fishing is the most common form of dispersed recreation on national 

forests. As such, a number of partnerships with non-government wildlife organizations supplement 

management on the land.  

The Forest Service uses a number of tools and services to help foster restoration on federal, state 

and private lands. Prescribed fire continues to be widely used throughout the region. In fact, 

millions of acres of southern forestland are treated by prescribed burning each year—more than 

all other portions of the country combined. 

Additionally, the region enters into Good Neighbor Authority agreements with state forestry and 

wildlife agencies to allow state personnel to perform watershed restoration and forest management 

services on National Forest System land. In total, national forests in seven states have entered into 

agreements with their respective state forestry or wildlife agencies. (continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

     The Southern Region also uses stewardship contracting as a means to restore and maintain 

healthy forest ecosystems. These stewardship contracts can promote closer working relationships 

with local communities to improve land conditions. 

     Active and retired Forest Service personnel alike all bear the honor of serving as stewards of 

our national forests. This obligation dictates our work in restoring the habitats of native tree species 

long displaced by changes in land use. Without restoration, the character of southern forests could 

be lost forever.  

 

* * * * * 

Greetings to all our Forest Service retirees and your families, 

 

     Kay and my family surprised me in May by staging a surprise 70th Birthday party 

for me.  About 26 people were at our house when I returned home from a diversion 

errand.  They had organized bringing in food, guest, and decorating the house in 

less than an hour while I was gone. I was overwhelmed with the love and attention.  

Weeks later we traveled to IL to see family and attend my Class of ‘65 70th Birthday 

celebration.  Our class has stayed close over the years and likes to party.  Someone 

said we are in the last quarter of the ball game and we need to finish strong. 

     Our Retiree Association is like a family that goes through good and bad times.  We had over 

30 people listed that had passed since our last meeting in December, recognized by a moment of 

silence and prayer.  New people are retiring and joining our family, which is great.  If you know 

of a Forest Service employee who has recently retired, invite them to join our Association.  Of 

course, there are many who have retired that have not joined for some reason, and we want to 

invite them too. 

     Our Association’s operating funds are currently inadequate to pay our bills this year and we 

had to cash out one of our CDs to pay expenses.  The $10 annual dues were started in 1997.  Since 

then, we have seen increased costs in distribution of the Dixie Ranger plus we have added our web 

site, and secure email communications. Increasing our dues to $15 was discussed, but we wanted 

to hear from the membership first.  The process to increase the dues is a constitutional amendment 

approved by members at a meeting vote or by mail.  Let me know your thoughts on this or your 

suggestions. alanpigg@hotmail.com  At the December meeting, we will vote on the future of our 

dues. 

     Nancy Sorrells, our nomination chairperson, is looking for a President Elect for 2018-2020.  

Let her know if you are interested or know of someone that would be a good candidate. 

     Our 2018 National Reunion Planning Committee is going strong and we are just over a year 

away from this historic event.  You should plan to attend this fun event.  Send in your registration 

form now.  Check out the Reunion web site for current information and program. 

http://2018.fsreunions.org/  

Have a safe summer and keep in touch, we care about you.  

 

Alan E. Pigg 

President (2016-2017) Southern Forest Service Retiree Association  
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R-8 RETIREES GET TOGETHER 
 

Northeast Atlanta – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month 

(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The 

restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.  

 

Cobb County Georgia – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at 

the Kennesaw Whistle Stop Cafe, 1200 Earnest Barrett Parkway, Suite #10, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144. 

Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.  

 

Cherokee National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third 

Tuesday of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee, Contact: Kaye Shelton, 423-338-5910. 

 

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of each 

month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com 

 

Jefferson National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd Wednesday of 

even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Charles Blankenship at 

(540) 774-6272. 

 

George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on 

the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off 

I-81 at Exit 240.    Contact:  Eddie Riddle, edjoriddle@aol.com. 

 

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area – Retirees, spouses, and friends 

meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the 

location as it may be in a different place each month. (georgelynch@verizon.net (828) 369-9722). 

 

Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April 

and 4th Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com. You 

may also contact Glenda Wood (803) 563-5498 woodjg46@outlook.com. 

 

The National Forest in Florida - Contacts are Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 (386-

752-7325) or Joann Webb (Missoumiss@comcast.net ). 

 

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3rd Thursday 

of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Golden Corral in Lufkin, TX. Contact: Carolyn Hughes, 936-875-3328, 

carohug@hotmail.com or Gay Ippolito, 936-632-4852, gipp_253@yahoo.com 

 

National Forests in Alabama – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1st Wednesday in 

February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville. 

Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.  

 

Ozark-St. Francis retirees meet for breakfast at 8:00 A.M. on the first Friday of each month at the Old 

South restaurant in Russellville, AR.  Contact O.D. Smith at 479-968-3287 or odnpat@suddenlink.net. 

If your group meets periodically and you are not listed on this page, please send 

the information to the editor at sidhaggard@att.net.  Thanks. 
  

mailto:carohug@hotmail.com
mailto:gipp_253@yahoo.com
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Remembering John Courtenay 
The following article was in the Lufkin News earlier this year. It is reprinted with permission 

from Casey Sizemore, The Lufkin News. Ms. Sizemore said that the retired Forest Supervisor is 

one of the most interesting persons she has known. 

 

After enjoying a long career as a forester for the U.S. Forest Service and 

raising a family, 94-year old John Courtenay continues to volunteer for 

the Boys Scout Troop 140, the Texas Forestry Museum and CHI St. 

Luke’s Health Memorial. 

 

94-year-old dedicates his time to volunteering 
Retired USFS supervisor says he has spent more time volunteering than 

he did following his chosen career 

 

After serving in World War II, working 35 years as a forester and raising a family, a 94-year 

old man who claims Lufkin as his home continues to dedicate his time to volunteering. 

John Courtenay said he retired from the U. S. Forest Service in 1980 as forest supervisor in 

Lufkin. 

“I have been retired 37 years. Yeah, I have been retired longer than I worked,” Courtenay said 

with a laugh. “I retired here in Lufkin, but I worked in dozens of different places over the years. 

I started in Tennessee, then Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, and ended up here for the last 13 

years before retiring.”  He moved to Lufkin in 1966, and his son was in Cub Scouts. Courtenay 

said the Scouts tapped him as the Webelos Leader, and when his son graduated to the Boy 

Scouts in September that year, Courtenay became assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 140.  A few 

years later, Courtenay became Scoutmaster and went on to hold the position for 20 years. “Then 

I got too old to go in the woods, camp and lay on the ground,” he said with a smile. “But I 

continued to go down to the Scout meeting every Monday night, and I did the paperwork, kept 

up with the advancements the kids make, kept the records and ordered supplies. I am more or 

less secretary-treasurer of the troops.” 

He said he does this voluntarily because he enjoys watching children succeed. 

“It’s just a lot of fun to see the kids grow up and see them make advancements,” he said. “It’s 

just fun to be around them — it keeps me feeling young.” 

Courtenay has also been a longtime volunteer for the Texas Forestry Museum. About 20 years 

ago he worked on the hiking trails behind the museum with help from the Boy Scouts, and he 

currently hosts group discussions on topics such as the old sawmills in Angelina County. 

“Over the years I have done a lot of things for the museum,” he said. “I have taken tour groups 

around to the old sawmill sites and through the museum. On January 31st, I had a group that 

came in that evening and I talked to them about the old Aldridge Sawmill.” 

He said that given his age, he no longer volunteers as a tour guide, but he can still do the 

discussions sitting down. 

Courtenay also provides the popcorn for CHI St. Luke’s Health Memorial every Wednesday. 

“They have a bunch of the ladies there who volunteer to make and sell popcorn,” he said. 

“They cornered me one day and got me to get involved. I buy the supplies, the popcorn, the 

salt, the paper towels and such, and keep the shelves full. They reimburse me for what it costs.” 

CHI spokeswoman Yana Ogletree said the proceeds from the popcorn sales are applied to  
(continue next page) 

http://www.carrowayfuneralhome.com/obituary/john-courtenay
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(continue from previous page) 

academic scholarships for graduating high school seniors seeking a degree in health care. 

“They usually give out seven to 12 $1,000 scholarships each year,” Ogletree said. “Who would 

have thought they make that much money selling popcorn? But they do.” 

When asked why he continues to volunteer, Courtenay said, 

“It’s something to do that keeps me occupied and helpful to 

the community at the same time.” 

Courtenay said he grew up in Long Island, New York, and 

left to attend Syracuse University. 

“It took me eight years to get through college because I had 

a four-year recess in the middle called World War II,” he 

said. “I started and got in two years before the war broke 

out.” 

He said he served in the U. S. Navy as an aviation machinist’s mate for four years, stationed in 

Pensacola, Florida, and Santa Rosa, California, before returning to college in 1946. He 

graduated in 1948 with a bachelor’s degree in forestry. 

He said that during the process of returning to school, he married his wife, Jeanette, and they 

enjoyed 66 years of marriage before she passed away in 2012. Together they raised three 

children, John L. Courtenay, Barbara Olds and Mary Smith, and Courtenay now has seven 

grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Having lived in Lufkin for 51 years, Courtenay said he considers the East Texas town his 

home.  “Lufkin is a great place to live,” he said. “I have lived in many towns while working 

with the Forest Service, and when I moved here, it was just like I was coming home. I have 

enjoyed living here; it was home to my kids, and it is home to me.” 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

Friday, December 8th Luncheon / Business Meeting 
Note Change in Day, Date, and Location 

 

Make plans to attend the Friday December 8th luncheon & business meeting! Members and 

guests will gather in Atlanta at the Petite Violette, 2948 Clairmont Rd., Atlanta 30329, at 11:30 

a.m.  Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.    Reservations are necessary by December 5th and can 

be made by calling Nancy Sorrells at (770) 469-5799 or Joyce Keith at: 404-229-9888 – leave a 

message on their answering machine if you do not reach one of them.  It is important to let either 

Nancy or Joyce know if you find that you are unable to attend after you have made a 

reservation because we are charged for the number of reservations turned in the day before the 

luncheon. 
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Most of our generation of 60+ were 

HOME SCHOOLED in many ways. 

 
1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. "If you're going to kill each 

other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning."  

2. My mother taught me RELIGION. "You better pray that will come out of the carpet."  

3. My father taught me about TIME TRAVEL. "If you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock 

you into the middle of next week!"  

4. My father taught me LOGIC. " Because I said so, that's why ."  

5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. "If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, 

you're not going to the store with me."  

6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT. "Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in 

an accident."  

7. My father taught me IRONY. "Keep crying, and I'll give you something to cry about."  

8. My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS. "Shut your mouth and eat your 

supper."  

9. My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. "Just you look at that dirt on the back of 

your neck!"  

10. My mother taught me about STAMINA. "You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone."  

11. My mother taught me about WEATHER.  "This room of yours looks as if a tornado went 

through it."  

12. My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY.  "If I told you once, I've told you a million times, 

don't exaggerate!"  

13. My father taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE.  "I brought you into this world, and I can take 

you out..."  

14. My mother taught me about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION. "Stop acting like your father!"  

15. My mother taught me about ENVY. "There are millions of less fortunate children in this 

world who don't have wonderful parents like you do."  

16. My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION. "Just wait until we get home."  

17. My mother taught me about RECEIVING. "You are going to get it from your father when 

you get home!"  

18. My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE.  "If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are 

going to get stuck that way."  

19. My mother taught me ESP. "Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when you are cold? 

20. My father taught me HUMOR. "When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come 

running to me."  

21. My mother taught me HOW TO BECOME AN ADULT. "If you don't eat your vegetables, 

you'll never grow up."  

22. My mother taught me GENETICS. "You're just like your father."  

23. My mother taught me about my ROOTS. "Shut that door behind you. Do you think you were 

born in a barn?" 

24. My mother taught me WISDOM. "When you get to be my age, you'll understand.  

25. My father taught me about JUSTICE. "One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just 

like you!”   
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2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion 

Asheville, North Carolina 

September 24 – 28, 2018 
 

Can you believe in only 14 months we will gather in Asheville, NC for our Eight Reunion?  Have 

you registered yet?  The Crowne Plaza Resort will begin calling those that indicated they want a 

room reserved in September 2017.  Complete the form that is included in this edition of the Dixie 

Ranger and mail it to John Lamb, as shown on the form. 

 

Your committees are working hard to make this the best reunion ever. Dave, Liz, and Sid have 

organized the following committees and leaders. If you would like to help contact one of them. 

 

CFO/Finance/Budget  Oversight Responsibility: Liz Agpaoa, Committee Chair: 

Joan Golden. Members: Jim Reaves. 

Registration Oversight Responsibility: Sid Haggard; Committee Chair: John Lamb. 

Members:      . 

Fundraising and Exhibits Oversight Responsibility: Dave Jolly; Committee Chair: 

Charlie Richmond. Members:. 

Silent Auction and Reunion Store Oversight Resp.: Dave Jolly; Committee Chair: 

Bobby James. Members: Gordon Small, Lewis Kerney.  

Venue, Facilities, Food, and Contracts  Oversight Resp.: Sid Haggard; Committee 

Chair: Mac Gramley. Members: _____________. 

Communications / Public Relations: Oversight Responsibility: Sid Haggard; 

Committee Chair: ___; Member: Joyce Keith, Don Hansen.   

Website: Design and maintain attractive, efficient Web-site. Oversight 

Responsibility: Liz Agpaoa; Webmaster: Russ Chaffin; Members: Alan Pigg. 

Ambiance and Entertainment Oversight Responsibility: Liz Agpaoa. Committee 

Chair: Keith Lawrence. 

Field Trips and Local Self-guided activities Oversight Responsibility: Liz Agpaoa. 

Committee Chair: Linda Brett; Member: Laura Lipe. 

North Carolina Committee / Volunteers/Hospitality: Oversight Responsibility: 

Sid Haggard. Committee Chair: _____. 

Program: Oversight Responsibility: Dave Jolly. Committee members: Liz Agpaoa 

& Sid Haggard.                                      

 

Questions: SidHaggard@att.net or 678-744-7240.                              
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Registration Form 

2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion 

Asheville, North Carolina 

September 24-28, 2018 
Complete this form and mail it with a check to:        SFSRA 2018 Reunion, Attn: John Lamb, 

     1456 Threepine Pl., Lilburn, GA 30047 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Early Registration (before March 31, 2018):___@ $200 Each Amount Due: $______ 

 (after March 31, 2018):   ___@ $245 Each Amount Due: $______ 

Check number ______  Date________ Make Check Payable To: SFSRA 2018 Reunion 

 

Hotel Reservations: 

Crowne Plaza Resort room reservations cannot be made before October 8, 2017.  We will have a 

priority list of those who register for the reunion early and want to ensure getting a room at the 

Crowne Plaza.  If you are on the priority list the Crowne Plaza Resort will call you soon after 

October 8, 2017, to book your room.  If you do not receive a call from the Crowne Plaza Resort 

call 1-828-245-3211 to book a room. Do you want to be included on the priority list for a room at 

the Crowne Plaza?            YES_______NO______ 

 

Questions?  Contact John Lamb via email: jwl2018@outlook.com 

  

Retiree Contact Information (please print clearly) 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________ 

City and State___________________________________________ Zip_______ 

Phone:________________email:__________________________________________ 

Year retired (YYYY):__________ FS unit(s) worked in (optional):______________ 

Do you have special requirements?  If so someone will contact you. Yes_____ No____ 

Companion Contact Information (please print clearly) 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Address same as above?   Yes_____ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________ 

City and State___________________________________________ Zip_____________ 

Phone:__________________email:__________________________________________ 

Year retired (YYYY): _______ FS unit(s) worked in (optional): _____________ 

Do you have special requirements?  If so someone will contact you. Yes ____ No ____ 

mailto:jwl2018@outlook.com
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In a While Crocodile 
Doris & Jim Wenner 

 

Would you recognize the word Murgatroyd? - Heavens to Murgatroyd! Lost Words from our 

childhood - Words gone as fast as the buggy whip! Sad really!  

     The other day, a not so elderly 65 year old lady said something to her son about driving a jalopy. 

He looked at her quizzically and said, "What the heck is a jalopy?"  OMG (new phrase!) - He had 

never heard of the word jalopy!! She knew she was old, but not that old.  

     Well, I hope you are Hunky Dory after you read this and chuckle. It's by Richard Lederer. 

     About a month ago, I illuminated some old expressions that have become obsolete because of 

the inexorable march of technology. These phrases included, "Don't touch that dial," "Carbon 

copy," "You sound like a broken record" and "Hung out to dry."  

     Back in the old days we had a lot of moxie.  We'd put on our best bib and tucker to straighten 

up and fly right - Heavens to Betsy!  Gee whillikers!  Jumping Jehoshaphat!  Holy moley!  We 

were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley and even a regular guy couldn't accuse us of being a 

knucklehead, a nincompoop or a pill.  Not for all the tea in China!  

     Back in the old days, life used to be swell, but when's the last time anything was swell?  Swell 

has gone the way of beehives, pageboys and the day of spats, knickers, fedoras, poodle skirts, 

saddle shoes and pedal pushers.  Oh, my aching back.  Kilroy was here, but he isn't anymore.   

     We wake up from what surely has been just a short nap and before we can say, "Well, I'll be a 

monkey's uncle!  This is a fine kettle of fish!" - we discover that the words we grew up with, the 

words that seemed as omnipresent as oxygen have vanished with scarcely a notice from our 

tongues and our pens and our keyboards.  

     Poof, go the words of our youth, the words we've left behind.  We blink, and they're gone.  

Where have all those phrases gone?  

     Long gone:  Pshaw!  The milkman did it.  Hey, it's your nickel.  Don't forget to pull the chain.  

Knee high to a grasshopper.  Well, fiddlesticks!  Going like sixty.  I'll see you in the funny papers.  

Don't take any wooden nickels.  Heavens to Murgatroyd!  

     It turns out there are more of these lost words and expressions than Carter has liver pills.  This 

can be disturbing stuff!  We of a certain age have been blessed to live in changing times.  

     For a child, each new word is like a shiny toy, a toy that has no age. We at the other end of the 

chronological arc have the advantage of remembering there are words that once did not exist and 

there were words that once strutted their hour upon the earthly stage.  Now they are heard no more, 

except in our collective memory.  It's one of the greatest advantages of aging. 

      See ya later, alligator. 

Random Quotes 
 

"It is true some days are difficult, but can you remember any day in the past you failed to 

survive?"      ~unknown 

 

“Any man who thinks he can be happy and prosperous by letting the government take care of 

him had better take a closer look at the American Indian.”      ~ Henry Ford 

 

"When the power of love exceeds the love of power, the world will know peace." ~ Jimi 

Hendrix 
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Larry Stone writes: 

Hello Friends! 

As 2016 comes to a close we are reminded of our friends and supporters who 

have helped make history. Your stories are important and inspirational, as well 

as a bit humorous at times! We hope you enjoy this fun story by Museum 

member Larry Stone!   It was 1956, I was the Headquarters Guard Smoke chaser at the Falls Ranger 

Station, Kaniksu National Forest in Priest River, Idaho. The freight truck from Spokane pulled up 

one morning, as he did every week, and unloaded the groceries and whatever else was ordered. 

This day he unloaded a bunch of groceries and a case of dynamite on the front porch of the office. 

I put the groceries away, and looked at the dynamite that was still setting on the porch.  The Ranger, 

Assistant, and Alternate were all out in the field that morning. Being the most important guy left, 

or so I thought, and after all I had a “Blaster in Training” card, I was authorized to handle powder. 

I decided to put the dynamite away. I got the keys to the powder house, loaded the dynamite, drove 

across the highway, up to the powder house draw. The Powder House was about a half mile away. 

It was a beautiful summer day. I had the windows rolled down, the sky was blue, the birds were 

singing and I was easing up the powder house draw.  SUDDENLY THERE WAS A TERRIBLE 

EXPLOSION! THE GROUND SHOOK! …my heart stopped and I quit breathing…and 

then…and then…… I looked around and discovered I was still in the truck and all seemed to be 

OK. It was a sonic boom. 

Submitted by Larry Stone, FMO Sandpoint Ranger District, Retired 

 

* * * * * 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Ed Tarver, Jack Callahan, Charlie Glenn Owen, Joe Bragg  

 

Glen and I started together on same day at SO June 1970. Joe was an Engineering Tech who moved 

to Heflin from SO to work on Shoal Creek RD for rest of his career.   

  We all worked under FE Raleigh Meadows with Floyd Gibbs as precondition engineer and Dave 

Miller as construction engineer.  We get together at least once a year at Coleman Lake CG on 

Shoal Creek RD in November for a week of fishing and squirrel hunting.    From:  Jack Callahan 
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AERIAL APPLICATION OF HERBICIDE  

Michael L. Sparks 

 
In 1969, the Ouachita NF began its first aerial spraying program. Aerial spraying of herbicide was an 

economical alternative to using work crews with hand tools to inject herbicide into the stems to kill the 

undesirable trees left following logging operations. This was to be followed up by prescribed burning and 

hand planting of seedlings or aerial application of pine seed.  The herbicide was applied using helicopters 

with spray booms and tanks holding the herbicide mix. When the spray was released, it was as if there was 

a heavy rain falling. 

     I was a new junior forester assigned the job of coordinating this project which, on the Womble RD, was 

massive. I started preparing for the project by locating and constructing access roads and heliports for the 

helicopters to land and take off. That first day, I was to locate and build an access road up Bashaw mountain 

and construct the heliport on the edge of an overlook. That morning I met with a bull dozer operator who 

knew more about building roads than I did. It took 2 days to finalize the first project, then we moved to the 

next area. Finally, as I recall, we had 12 areas ready for aerial spray application. Then, we had to haul the 

chemical barrels up the mountains to the heliports with barrels of diesel fuel to mix with herbicide. 

     The first area was on the south face of Bashaw Mountain near the Mt. Ida Airport. In order to keep the 

helicopter on course, we would fire flares simultaneously on the west and east sides at similar stations. 

When this happened, the pilot would line up his flight path on the two smoking flares and spray would 

descend upon the land as well on the personnel shooting the flares. When we heard the helicopter blades 

auto rotate on the other end the area, we moved down to the next flare station and fired our flares on each 

end simultaneously.  We did this until the area was covered with herbicide. I would go home that evening 

smelling of diesel fuel and herbicide. My wife would wash my clothing along with the baby diapers, 

thinking nothing was harmful.  This spray mix we used contained chemicals similar to those in “Agent 

Orange” which was used to spray the jungle vegetation during the Viet Nam conflict.  This was necessary 

to reveal the enemy troop movements.  It was called Agent Orange because the barrel labels were bright 

orange. Agent orange had stronger concentrations than the spray we used. 

     Now, it did work as weeks later, the vegetation began to turn brown and die.  My leather boots which 

had been soaked with the chemicals, had turned stiff and began to fall apart.  Despite all this, I suffered no 

ill effects (that I know of) nor did my wife and baby.  In fact, none of the personnel who were subjected to 

the chemical had any health issues that we knew about.  This project proceeded for the next 2 years on the 

National Forests of the South.  We did have to buy some gardens during the project as the chemical could 

drift with the wind and find an adjoining piece of private land with a garden.  Tomato plants were very 

susceptible to the mixture of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T.  If there was the slightest smell of the chemical, tomato 

plants were “gone”.  When a landowner complained, we noted he always said it was the “best crop he ever 

grew”. We followed up the spraying with a second spray application to these sites the following year to kill 

the “hard to kill” species such as sweet gum.  

     Now some of the local folks did not like the spraying.  On one spray site, someone painted a sheet of 

plywood and wrote the words:  “A FOREST GREEN IS MIGHTY FINE; BUT IF YOU SPRAY THE 

HARDWOODS, I’LL BURN THE PINE.” The project was discontinued after the third year as I recall. I 

had occasion to visit the Bashaw Mountain spray site on the Womble RD some 30 years later.  The land 

was covered with both thrifty young hardwood and pine trees, and lots of poison ivy.  There was no 

indication that the area had been sprayed with herbicide 30 years earlier.  LIFE GOES ON.   
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                                   IN   MEMORIAM 
 

 

 

Basil Duke Barr     William Earl Bustin, Sr. 

 

Waver Corbett Marler    John H. Courtenay 

 

James A. Dukes     Clifford R. Faulkner 

 

Frank Findley     Scott A. Grest 

 

Russell Felbeck Griffith    Troxell Olin Mason, Jr. 

 

Elaine McConnell     Lester Marshall Pence, Jr. 

 

Lynetter “Lynn” Moody Smith  William Morris “Bill” Spiller  

 

Steve Talbert     Mary Elizabeth “Jeri” Trawick 

 

Salvo J. “Tony” Verucchi   Patrick Wagner  

 

David Insley Wood    Edwin John “Swede” Young 
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Basil Duke Barr, II, age 88, 116 Rocky Branch Road, Elizabethton, passed away on Saturday, 

May 27, 2017 in the Johnson City Medical Center. He was a native of North Carolina but lived 

most of his life in Tennessee. Basil was a son of the late Basil Duke Barr, I and Mable Phillips 

Barr. He was a United States Marine Corps Veteran having served during the Korean War. 

Corporal Barr was awarded the Korean Ribbon with three stars and the United Nations Ribbon. 

Mr. Barr retired as a Ranger from the United States Forest Service with over thirty years of service 

in NC, GA, AR and TN. He was a member of the First Baptist Church, Elizabethton. Mr. Barr was 

a member of the VFW and Elk's Club. 

Other than his parents, he was preceded in death by one son, Basil Duke Barr, III on November 

18, 2014 and one brother, Winfred Barr. 

He leaves behind to cherish his memories, his wife of fifty-nine years, Shirley Ramona Sheppard 

Barr; one daughter, Nena L. Reynolds and husband, Dean of Johnson City; one sister, Nena Barr 

Shepard of Clearwater, FL; one granddaughter, Dakota Reynolds; one nephew and three nieces. 

A graveside service was held June 2, 2017, in the Mountain Home National Cemetery. Reverend 

Kevin Laws officiated and military honors were rendered by the Boone Dam VFW #4933. 

 

 

William Earl Bustin, Sr., 81, passed away January 26, 2017, at his home. 

Interment in Fuston Cemetery in Scott County. Arrangements entrusted to the 

care of Ott & Lee Funeral Home in Brandon, MS. 

     Mr. Bustin was born in Forest, MS on August 6, 1935, to the late Robert Earl 

and Minnie Chambers Bustin. He was a charter member and Deacon of Brandon 

Baptist Church. Bill loved music and played the guitar and violin. He was in the 

Forestry industry for over 55 years. 

     Bill was a wonderful husband and father. Survivors include his wife, Theresa Madden Bustin; 

sons, William Earl Bustin, Jr. (Carol Ann) of Hattiesburg, MS and James Keith Bustin of Brandon, 

MS; brother, Jerry Lee Bustin of Forest, MS; 5 grandchildren, Haley Barnes, Casey Bustin, Emily 

Bustin, Abby Bustin and Will Bustin, III; and 2 great grandchildren, Ava Crenshaw and Ali 

Crenshaw. 

     Serving as pallbearers were Jimmy Gray, Joe Tynes, Charles Wall, Gene Sirmon, Truitt Grubbs, 

Robert May and Tom Kennedy. Honorary pallbearers were James Self, Dr. Lamar Weems, Jim 

Marshall, Sr., Jerry McNeil, E.F. Dickens, Don Turberville, Deacons of Brandon Baptist Church, 

Buddy Franklin, Arvis Moore, Tom Wright, Hugh Easley and Mark Lang. 
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Funeral services for Mr. Waver "Corbett" Marler were held Saturday, April 15, 

2017, at First Baptist Church, Dry Prong, LA with the Revs. Lloyd Whitman & 

Drew Gardner officiating. Interment followed in Frazier Cemetery, Prospect, 

under the direction of Rush Funeral Home, Pineville, Louisiana.  Mr. Marler, age 

82, of Dry Prong, Louisiana, entered eternal rest April 11, 2017 in his residence. 

     Corbett was a member of First Baptist Church of Dry Prong. He was a 1953 

graduate of Tioga High School and a 1962 graduate of McNeese State University with a Bachelor's 

Degree in Forestry. Corbett was a U. S. Navy Veteran who served his country proudly during the 

Korean Conflict. He retired from the U. S. Forest Service after 34 years of service. 

     He is preceded in death by his parents, Waver & Augustine Marler; his wife, Mary Beth 

Garlington Marler; one sister, four brothers and one grandson.  Those left to cherish his memory 

include his sons, Corbett Marler (Trenah) of Austin, TX, Terrence Marler (Tracy) of Bentley, LA, 

Charles Marler of Houston, TX, Billy Marler of Dry Prong, LA; his brother, Blestle "Joe" V. 

Marler (Irene) of Hagerstown, MD and twelve grandchildren. 

     Special thanks to Compassionate Care Hospice for their superior service and care. 

     Friends may post online messages of condolences for the Marler family by visiting 

www.rushfh.com.  

 

 

John H. Courtenay, 95, of Lufkin died Tuesday, May 2, 2017 at his 

residence. Cremation arrangements are under the direction of Carroway Funeral 

Home. 

     Mr. Courtenay was born April 16, 1922, in Greenport, New York to the late 

Mary Elizabeth (Halpin) and John Clifford Courtenay. He had resided in Lufkin 

since 1966. Mr. Courtenay served in the U.S. Navy as an Aircraft Machinist Mate 

and retired from the U. S. Forest Service following 37 years of employment. Mr. Courtenay was a 

Boy Scout Leader for 27 years and was active in the Boy Scouts for 50 years. He was a volunteer 

for the Texas Forestry Museum, Lufkin Tree Board, and Memorial Hospital, where he cleaned the 

popcorn pots for many years. 

     Survivors include his daughters and sons-in-law, Barbara and Rick Olds of Nacogdoches and 

Mary and Roy Smith of Fort Lupton, Colorado; son and daughter-in-law, Jack and Carol 

Courtenay of Hot Springs, Arkansas; seven grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Jeanette (Bubb) Courtenay; brother, Walter 

Courtenay; and sister-in-law, Jean Bubb. 

     Memories and condolences may be added at www.carrowayfuneralhome.com. 

 

 

  

http://www.carrowayfuneralhome.com/obituary/john-courtenay


16 

 

James “Jim” A. Dukes, 79, of Pineville, passed from this life February 10, 

2017, at M. D. Anderson, Houston, TX. Funeral services celebrating his life were 

held February 13, 2017, in the Chapel of Hixson Brothers, Pineville, with Reverend 

Kevin Paul officiating. Burial followed in Greenwood Memorial Park. Pallbearers 

honored to serve were Jacob Evans, Benjamin Evans, Samuel Evans, James 

Howard Evans, Robert Preston and Fred Normand. 
     Jim served our country in the Army National Guard. He was the Fire Management Officer for 

the U. S. Forest Service with 42 years of service. Extremely passionate about life, Cajun Culture, 

and drinking Louisiana Craft Beer. He and Mary Beth enjoyed dancing, traveling in their 

motorhome (especially the trip to Nova Scotia) and geocaching. He was an avid outdoorsman and 

loved hiking. Jim was a loving and devoted husband, father, grandfather, and friend that was 

deeply loved and will be greatly missed. 
     He was preceded in death by his parents, James and Minnie Raines Dukes and a sister, Ruby 

Eugenia Wade. He is survived by his wife of 49 ½ years, Mary Beth Grimes Dukes; son, Jason 

Allen Dukes; daughter, Leigh Anne Evans and husband, Deland; grandchildren, Sara, Jacob, 

Benjamin, Samuel James, James Howard Evans, Jaze, Kera, McKenna and Laine Dukes; sister, 

Bonnie Gayle LeMar and husband, Jack and a host of other family members and friends.  
     The family has designated Meredith’s Miracles, PO Box 643, Andalusia, AL, 36420, for 

memorial contributions. 

 

Clifford R. Faulkner, age 94, passed away, March 12, 2017, in Sebring, Florida. He was born 

on July 1, 1922 in Bourbon, Indiana to the late Bennie William and Nellie (Knepper) Faulkner. 

Clifford was a veteran proudly serving with the U. S. Navy during WWII. He graduated with a 

Master's degree from Perdue University and then spent his career as a Forester with the U. S. Forest 

Service.  He was a member of the American Legion, National Association of Retired Federal 

Employees, CCC Legacy and First Presbyterian Church of Lake Placid, FL.  Survivors include his 

children: Dennis V. Faulkner-Lake Placid, FL, Andrea Faulkner (Bill Fugate)-Rochester, NY, 

Cheryl Rae Dubois (Andre)-Cumming, GA; one grandson: Andre Dubois, Jr. -GA; siblings: 

Harriet Miller-Katy, TX and Walter L. Faulkner-Clearwater, FL. There was a memorial service 

March 24, 2017, at Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home in Sebring with W. Mike Adams officiating. 

In lieu of flowers the family has requested memorial contributions may be made to: Good Shepherd 

Hospice, 1110 Hammock Rd., Sebring, FL 33870 www.chaptershealth.org. 

 

Frank Findley  From Amy Findley:  Dad peacefully passed away last night surrounded by his 

loving family. A graveside service was held at Floral Hills Memorial Gardens, Tucker, GA April 

12, 2017. Following the service there was a Celebration of Life at Julie's house. In lieu of flowers, 

please donate to one of Dad's favorite local organizations.  

From Sonny Cudabac:  Frank Findley was an assistant ranger on the Cheoah ranger district at 

Robbinsville for a number of years. 
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Scott A. Grest, 56, of Buford, GA passed away May 19, 2017. He is 

survived by his wife of thirty-one years, Melinda Lowe Grest, Buford, GA; 

children, Gabrielle Kay Grest, Buford, GA and Isabelle Nicole Grest, 

Buford, GA; parents, Keith and Carolyn Grest, Tucker, GA; brother, 

Michael Grest, Auburn, GA; sister and brother-in-law, Cheryl Grest Barton, 

and husband, Patrick Michael Barton, Cumming, GA; nephews, Sean 

Michael Grest and Elias Lowe; nieces, Jacqueline Lowe and Niamah Rahmaan. Mr. Grest was 

born January 27, 1961, in Washington, DC. He was a 1979 graduate of Tucker High School in 

Tucker, GA and a 1985 graduate of Georgia State University with a Bachelor’s Degree. He was 

employed with U. S. Forest Service as an IT Administrator. He was a board member and coach 

with Atlanta Fire United Soccer Association, a member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at Lake 

Lanier, Flotilla 29, member of the Atlanta Pipe Band and a member of the U. S. Coast Guard Pipe 

Band. A viewing and visitation was held at Flanigan Funeral Home on Sunday, May 21, 2017. No 

formal funeral service is planned. 

 

Russell Felbeck Griffith, 93, of Cleveland, passed away April 5, 2017, at a local health care 

facility. 

      He was the son of the late Russell and Ethel Griffith, and was also preceded in death by his 

sisters: Ruth Lamkin and Pauline Olson. 

     Russell was retired from the U. S. Forest Service with over 40 years of service. He served in 

Texas, SC, GA, ID, and in the Cherokee National Forest.  He attended Harvard High School in 

Harvard, IL, and was a graduate of the University of Idaho. He was also a veteran of the United 

States Army, serving during World War II in Troop A, 112th Cavalry unit in the Pacific Theatre. 

He was activated with the Idaho National Guard during the Korean War. He served in Battery C, 

979th Field Artillery Battalion in Germany, replacing units sent to Korea. He was ranked at the 

end of his military service as a master sergeant. 

     He loved the outdoors and was an avid reader.  He was a member and elder of First Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church, where he loved to work. 

     He is survived by his wife, Joan Lee Griffith; his daughters: Paula Griffith of Cleveland and 

Amy Brazelton (Jon) of Ridgefield, Washington; one grandson, Alan Brazelton of Ridgefield; and 

several nieces and nephews. 

     A Remembrance of Life service was held graveside April 10, 2017, in the Chattanooga National 

Cemetery with military honors. The Rev. Jen Newell officiated. Jim Rush Funeral Home was in 

charge of arrangements. The family requests that donations be made in Mr. Griffith’s honor to 

First Presbyterian Church, 161 Second St. N.E., Cleveland TN., 37311. 

 

Troxell Olin Mason, Jr., 76, U. S. Forest Service ranger, died Feb. 26. Services pending 

(Walker-Brown, Bartlesville). 

     Larry Hedrick from Hot Springs National Park, AR: Please accept my condolences for your 

loss. I worked with Olin for a number of years on the National Forests in Alabama. He was a 

man of immense integrity. Farewell Old Friend. Rest in Peace. 

     Larry Fleming from Charlotte, NC: Olin and I were District Rangers on the Cherokee 

National Forest in the '90's. He was highly respected by all of his fellow rangers. A great guy 

who will be missed by all who knew him.  
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Elaine S. McConnell, age 84 of Lilburn, GA, 

passed away Thursday, March 02, 2017.  

     The Funeral Service to honor and celebrate the life 

of Elaine S. McConnell was held March 6, 2017, at 

Tom M. Wages Snellville Chapel. Interment followed 

at Eternal Hills Memory Gardens Snellville, GA.  

     In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Tamassee DAR School P.O. Box 8, 

1925 Bumgardner Drive, Tamassee, SC 29686, https://www.tdarschool.org/.  

     Condolences may be sent or viewed at www.wagesfuneralhome.com  

     Nancy Sorrells writes:  Both Jim and Elaine worked for the Forest Service - Jim retiring from 

RO, Timber Management, Silviculture, and Elaine retiring from IRS. They have been very active 

in the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association, always at the luncheons and willing to serve 

on committees and help wherever needed. They were also instrumental in organizing our Breakfast 

get-together on the Northeast side of town and always the first ones there to welcome everyone. 

Elaine has been in the hospital and in-home hospice. She will really be missed. Our thoughts, 

prayers, and deepest sympathy to Jim and their family. 

 

 

Lester Marshall Pence, Jr., age 84, passed away March 10, 2017.  He was 

born December 1, 1932, in Churchville, VA to Lester Marshall Pence, Sr. and 

Jessie Campbell Pence. 

     Mr. Pence was a resident of Santa Rosa Beach, FL. He was Methodist by 

faith and a member of the Good News United Methodist Church, where he 

served as a Church Usher for many years. He was a veteran of the United States 

Air Force. He was a proud Virginia Tech Hokie Alumni. He worked as a Civil Engineer with the 

United States Forest Service. He enjoyed fishing, gardening and reading.  He dearly loved 

spending time with his family. He loved the Atlanta Braves and his dog "Hokie". 

     Mr. Pence is preceded in death by his parents.  Mr. Pence is survived by his loving wife of 59 

years, Alice Huffman Pence of Santa Rosa Beach; three daughters Lisa Byers and husband Mike 

of Hot Springs, AR, Donna Cartee and husband Jim of Atlanta, GA and Laura Weakland and 

husband Ken of South Lyon, Michigan; one sister Deanna Gochenour and husband Harold of 

DeFuniak Springs, FL; 8 grandchildren Joe Byers and wife Megan, Caleb Byers and wife Ashley, 

Justin Cartee, Christina Cartee, Jack Cartee, Ashlea Cartee, Jacob Weakland, and Brent Weakland; 

and 5 great grandchildren Katelyn, Paxton, Emory, Lennox and Hollis Mae. 

     A Celebration of Life was held April 8, 2017, at Good News United Methodist Church, Santa 

Rosa Beach, FL, with Reverend Michael Knapp officiating.  In lieu of flowers donations may be 

made to the Good News United Methodist Church at 4747 United States Highway 98, Santa Rosa 

Beach, FL 32459. 
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Mrs. Lynette “Lynn” Moody Smith, age 70, of Jackson, GA passed away 

Sunday, May 14, 2017.  Lynn was born on December 31, 1946, in Rome, GA to the 

late James Arthur Moody and the late Vera Ruth Harris Moody.  She was a computer 

specialist with the U. S. Forest Service.  Lynn loved spending time with her family 

and friends.  She also served her community by volunteering her time with various 

charities.  Lynn enjoyed quilting and was a member of the Victory Quilting Guild 

of Jackson.  She loved to travel and camp.  Lynn enjoyed books, waterfall walks, 

and word games. 
     Lynn was preceded in death by her husband, George William Wesley Smith.  She is survived 

by her daughters and sons-in-law, Tracey and John Adkins, Melissa and Tim Ebert, Melinda and 

Chad Mullikin; grandchildren, Tony, Corey, Pierce, Morgan, Drake, Scout; sister, Libby Cosby; 

brothers, Skip Moody, Ben Moody; aunt, Joyce Kay; and several nieces and nephews. 
     A Celebration of Life for Mrs. Lynn Smith was held Saturday, May 20, 2017, at her residence.  

In lieu of flowers, please consider making contributions to the charity of your choice.  Those who 

wish may sign the online guest registry at www.sherrell-westburyfh.com.  The Sherrell-Westbury 

Funeral Home, 212 East College Street, Jackson, is serving the Smith family. 

 

Note: Lynn's daughter, Tracey Atkins presently works in Lands and Minerals Unit in the Southern 

Regional Office. 

 

 

A Celebration of Life for William Morris "Bill" Spiller, 71, of Pollok, was held 

May 13, 2017, at the Lufkin VFW Post #1836. Cremation arrangements were under 

the direction of Carroway Funeral Home. Mr. Spiller was born November 6, 1945, in 

Lufkin, Texas to Billie Jane (Burkett) and the late William Morris Spiller, and died 

Saturday, February 11, 2017, at his residence. Mr. Spiller had resided in Lufkin all his 

life. He served in the United States Army during the Vietnam War, and was a Platoon 

Sergeant in the 9th Infantry Division. After being wounded three times, he was transferred to the 

101st Airborne Division where he became a Helicopter Door Gunner. He was an exceptionally 

courageous and honorable soldier. His awards and decorations included the Combat Infantryman's 

Badge, Aviation Crew Member Wings, Bronze Star, three Purple Hearts, Air Medal, and Army 

Commendation Medal. After serving his country in the military, he was in Forestry Management 

for the United States Forest Service. Survivors include his mother, Billie Jane (Burkett) Shotwell 

of Houston; sisters, Deborah Shotwell Dunaway, and Georgia Shotwell Lester and husband "Gus" 

Lester, all of Houston; brothers, George Spiller of Pasadena, and Ronald Spiller and wife Jennifer 

of Pearland; niece, Dawn Spiller of Pearland; and nephew, Bill Maddux of Lufkin. He was 

preceded in death by his "Best Friend", Homer, his golden retriever; father, William Morris Spiller; 

brother, Gregory Spiller; stepmother, Dawn Spiller; stepfather, George Stuart "Buddy" Shotwell; 

and brother-in-law, Jerrald Dunaway. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to 

the Lufkin VFW Post #1836, P. O. Box 472, Lufkin, TX 75902 or Wounded Warriors, 4889 

Bellfort Road, Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256. Memories and condolences may be added at 

www.carrowayfuneralhome.com. Carroway Funeral Home, Lufkin, directors. 
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Steve Talbert went to be with Jesus on May 3, 2017, at 66 years of age. He was 

born on February 3, 1951, in Coalinga, CA to Lester and Gladys Talbert, who lovingly 

awaited him in Heaven. Lester and Gladys deeply instilled in Steve the values of 

honesty and integrity. Steve believed in putting others' needs before his own and truly 

possessed a servant's heart. Steve is survived by his wife of 25 years, Rhonda, together 

with their four children: daughter Katie (husband James) Farmer, son Jonathan (wife 

Storme) Boles, daughter Stephanie (husband Gabe) Meraz, and daughter Sarah. He 

adored his eight grandchildren: Shelby Kichline, Kinsey and Ashlyn Farmer, Apollo and Jupiter 

Boles, Gabriel, Jeremiah, and Angela Meraz and recently celebrated the birth of his 1st great-

grandchild, Brison Riggs. He is also survived by brother Larry (wife Joanne) Talbert and sister 

Diane (husband Tom) Camara. Extended family includes his father and mother-in-law Richard 

and Mary Finch as well as brothers-in-law Brian Finch, Alan (wife Penny) Finch, Ben (wife 

Michelle) Finch and many nieces and nephews. Steve grew up in Coalinga and, as a child, enjoyed 

many family trips to Morro Bay where he made so many wonderful memories year after year. Into 

adulthood, this remained his fondest vacation spot. He especially loved introducing Morro Bay to 

his grandchildren as the fourth generation to visit there. Later he lived in Oakhurst, CA near 

Yosemite National Park where he began employment with the United States Forest Service. 

Thereafter he was transferred to Lufkin, Texas where he completed his 32 year career of dedicated 

service, initially as Timber Sales Administrator and later as Fleet Manager for Texas. He loved 

wood and trees all his life. Some of his favorite times were outings to cut firewood, which he 

tended to collect rather than burn. He could look at his woodpile and recall the place and year 

where that section of the stack had been cut. While living in Lufkin, Steve attended Denman 

Avenue Baptist Church, growing in his faith and developing many life-long friendships. 

Additionally, he invested several years as a volunteer with Hospice. Upon retirement in 2009, he, 

Rhonda, and Sarah moved to Kennewick, WA to begin a new chapter of life. Steve loved family 

and desired Rhonda to be near her mother and father during their senior years. He pursued ministry 

with the Tri-Cities Chaplaincy, going into the county jail weekly to lead a Bible study and mentor 

inmates. He loved South Hills Church and was recently elected as an elder. Steve enjoyed nurturing 

flocks of quail which nourished with the buckets of feed he consistently supplied. He liked a good 

afternoon nap with his cat Buddy. Family gatherings were often lively as Steve told his embellished 

tales. He had a love of sports and enjoyed watching them with family. He loved dark chocolate, 

homemade tacos, and fish and chips from Morro Bay. Most of all, he loved Jesus and sought to 

demonstrate His love to others. Visitation was held at South Hills Church in Kennewick on Friday, 

May 12, followed by a memorial service at noon. A second memorial was held at Chapel Grace 

Baptist Church in Coalinga, CA with Bro. Wayne Roberson officiating, followed by burial at 

Pleasant Valley Cemetery in Coalinga. Memorials in Steve Talbert's name may be made to Tri-

Cities Pregnancy Network, 5040 W. Clearwater Ave., Kennewick, WA 99336 For online 

condolences please visit www.AskHillcrest.com 
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Mary Elizabeth "Jeri" Trawick passed away unexpectedly March 10, 

2017, at her home in Greensburg, KY. Jeri grew up in Forest Park, GA and was 

a member of the marching band and a majorette at Forest Park High School, 

where she graduated in 1962. Jeri worked with the U. S. Forest Service for 37 

years. Her true passion in life was music. Jeri played clarinet for many years 

with the Atlanta Concert Band. She was a serious piano student and earned 

diplomas through "Sophomore Collegiate" status with the National Guild of 

Piano Teachers, and especially loved playing Beethoven, Mozart and Grieg. Jeri leaves behind the 

love of her life, her husband of 54 years, David Trawick, her children, Chip, Todd, and Christy 

Trawick, grandsons Trevor Trawick and Shane Pope, three great-granddaughters, a brother, Joe 

Tucker (Diane), many relatives, and friends as dear to her as family. A funeral Mass was held 

March 27 at Mary Our Queen Catholic Church, 6260 The Corners Parkway, Peachtree Corners, 

GA 30092. 

 

Salvo J. “Tony” Verucchi, 82, of Hot Springs, died March 2, 2017. He 

was born December 29, 1934, in Natchez, MS to the late Augustine and Mary 

Verucchi Sr. Tony was a Hot Springs resident for more than 40 years.  

     Tony enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps when he was 17 years He was a 

member of the Cold Weather Battalion boxing team, Camp Pickel Meadows, 

CA. Tony was elected captain of the boxing team where he was runner up as a 

middle weight in the Nevada State Golden Gloves in Las Vegas in 1955. Archie Moore, then Light 

Heavy Weight Boxing Champion of the World, refereed this match. Tony received an honorable 

discharge from the Marine Corps on June 2, 1955. 

     While attending Hinds Junior College in Raymond, Mississippi in 1956 Tony won the 

Mississippi Golden Gloves Tourney. In order to win the championship he had to win two fights in 

one night. The next stop for Tony was fighting at the Mid-South Golden Gloves Tournament in 

Memphis, TN. He was runner up as a welter weight.  

     Tony graduated from Hinds Junior College in 1957 and received his Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Forest Management from Louisiana State University in 1959.  

     His first job was an Area Forester with the Mississippi Forestry Commission. After one year 

Tony began to work with the U. S. Forest Service. He worked 40 years with the Forest Service in 

different positions serving as a Forester, Assistant District Ranger, Deputy Director of Work. At 

Schenck Job Corp in North Carolina he served as District Ranger on three National Forests and a 

land appraiser until his retirement on December 31, 1999. 

     Tony was a member of the St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Hot Springs, an avid tennis player 

and loved hiking with his Boxer dog, Andy, who was his best buddy and he looked forward to 

connecting with all of his pets on Rainbow Bridge in the afterlife.  

     Survivors include his loving wife Rena; four sons, Anthony, Robert (Maria), Michael (Suzanne) 

and Richard; stepson, Brian Albright; nine grandchildren, Shaun, Hunter, Chelsey, Nicole, Kim 

and John Verucchi, Lyndon, Madelyn, John Albright; three great grandchildren; one brother, 

Augustine (Betty) and five nieces and nephews.  

     Tony is predeceased by his step daughter, Shannon Albright; several aunts, uncles, cousins and 

one very special aunt, Annie Lewis, who passed in December of 2012.  

A visitation was held from 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. on Monday with a Memorial Service to 

immediately follow in the chapel of Gross Funeral Home with Father George Sanders officiating.  
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Patrick Wagner, Ouachita NF.  It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that I inform you 

that Patrick Wagner passed away Monday evening, May 8, 2017, peacefully and without pain. 

     Patrick was one of the first to help stand up the ASC with 29 years with the Forest Service 

coming to us from Region 9. At ASC. Patrick worked in what is now Audit & Assurance. I was 

Patrick's first supervisor at ASC B&F. Over the past 12 years, he has touched many of us here.  I 

know that I will not be the only one who misses him.  I will never forget his quiet strength and 

wisdom. 

     Please keep the Wagner family in your thoughts and prayers. We will send out the funeral 

details as soon as we know them. 

 

David Insley Wood, of Roanoke, VA, a good and faithful servant, went to be with his Lord 

and Savior June 18, 2017.  David was born October 23, 1934.  He led every aspect of his life in 

service of the Lord and his legacy will be remembered and cherished by his devoted family and 

friends. His accomplishments include; participating as a four-sport letterman at William Fleming 

High School, a distinguished service with the United States Army as a member of the 82nd 

Airborne/Military Police, and a long tenure with the U. S. Forest Service until retiring as the 

Regional Land Surveyor for the State of Alaska. The family rejoices in these accomplishments, 

yet they are even more proud that David was a Godly example in the way he led his life. He was 

known as an honest man of faith, one with a tenacious work ethic, and was a selfless provider and 

protector of his family. David leaves behind his cherished wife and "Sweetie" of 61 years, Shirley 

Holston Wood; his children, David Wood (Gail) and Eric Wood (Kristina); his grandchildren, 

Jonathan Larsen, Aaron Wood, and Lauren Wood; his great-grandchildren, Evangeline Larsen and 

Peter Larsen; and many beloved nephews, nieces and in-laws. The family would like to extend a 

gracious thank you to the doctors, nurses, food services, and custodial crew of the Progressive 

Care Unit and the Palliative Care Unit at Carillion Roanoke Memorial Hospital, as well as the 

Palliative Care Unit at the VA in Salem. Each individual provided outstanding, professional, and 

personal care as well as showing a genuine compassion to the patient and family. Funeral Services 

were held June 23, 2017, at Oakey's North Chapel with the Rev. James Smith officiating. Interment 

followed at Blue Ridge Memorial Gardens. Online condolences may be made at www.oakeys.com. 

 

On February 22, 2017, Edwin John “Swede” Young, 90 years of age, died 

peacefully in his home on Tellico Lake surrounded by family.  

     The fifth child born to Swedish immigrants Anna and Axel Young, Ed grew up 

in Kenosha, WI. He was an Eagle Scout, excelled in basketball during high school, 

and was an avid swimmer. He served in the U.S. Army Air Force during World War 

II, and, in 1951, earned a B.S. in Forestry on the GI Bill from the University of 

Michigan. During college, Ed was a member of the Society of Les Voyageurs, and lived for a 

period in its Lodge on the Huron River.  In 1956, “shy Eddie Young” married his beloved Ursula 

“Uschi” Vogel, formally of Tilsit East Prussia, in Detroit, MI. The young couple spent their first 

years together and started their family in Tawas City, MI.  They also lived in a forest ranger’s log 

cabin in the Chippewa National Forest in Minnesota.  

     Ed’s 35-year forestry career took him to Wisconsin, IN, VA, and NC. For several years, he led 

fire-fighting crews out west battling wild fires and, in 1970, was promoted within the U. S. Forest 

Service to a senior position at their Washington, D.C. headquarters. From 1975 to 1987, he was a 

State Forester with the Soil Conservation Service in Raleigh, NC -- which suited him much better 

than the previous “desk job”. Although he officially retired in 1988, he kept busy as a forestry 
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consultant for years, while also working his own personal 25 acres of land. He dutifully managed 

the timber on his land, eventually establishing it as a Certified Tree Farm.  He also took great 

satisfaction in spreading his love of trees by growing and sustaining a cut-your-own Christmas tree 

farm in Youngsville, NC. A lifelong member of the Society of American Foresters, he was elected 

as a Fellow; he was also a Registered Consulting Forester. 

     In 2005, Ed and Ursula relocated to Tellico Village near Loudon, TN to be closer to family and 

to (reluctantly) begin to “slow down.” His prized purple martin bird gourds have been occupied 

every season since the very first week he and Ursula moved into their home on Chatuga Way. A 

lover of all wildlife, Ed was active in the Tellico Village bird club and participated each year in 

the national Audubon bird count. He walked his neighborhood almost daily with friends and his 

son Pete, and took great pleasure in watching the changing water, birds and sunsets. 

     Though a man of few words, Ed “never met a stranger.” He let anyone and everyone he 

encountered know the latest tally on his years of marriage to Ursula, and took great pride in sharing 

the latest news about his children and grandchildren. For many years, Ed coached his sons’ 

basketball and baseball teams. A devoted husband, he was the “rock” of his family. He had a 

tireless and infectious work ethic and a desire to leave things better than he found them.  A lifelong 

outdoorsman, Ed had a particular affinity for the water -- even convincing his new wife Ursula to 

spend their honeymoon on a canoe and camping trip. In 1975, he and Ursula built a cottage in the 

coastal village of Hatteras, NC, where they enjoyed many years of fishing, setting crab pots, 

swimming, and boating with their three children. Ed also spent many hours with family and friends 

sailing and sightseeing on his 22-foot gaff-rigged sailboat, the Västervik (named after the town in 

Sweden where his parents were born), both on Pamlico Sound and later when they moved to 

Tennessee. Until just a few years ago, warm weather found him swimming the backstroke daily 

off his dock in Tellico. 

     In 2008 and 2010, Ed received the well-deserved Covenant Platinum Award in recognition of 

his community service and inspiring attitude, exemplifying the true spirit of positive aging. He 

served on the board of WATER, an organization protecting the environment in the Tellico 

Reservoir watershed. Well into his 80’s, Ed participated in the annual Tellico Lakeshore cleanup. 

He also volunteered his time to build the East Lakeshore Hiking Trail, and enjoyed working 

alongside his grandsons whenever possible, helping to build over 18 miles of trails. 

     Over the decades, Ed never stopped growing an ever-expanding vegetable garden, cultivating 

fruit trees, and planting berry bushes of all varieties. He was famous for “Grandad’s” corn -- and 

for cooking home-grown kale daily until a week before his death. On the day he passed, Ed’s first 

order of the Spring season 2017 (onion seedlings) arrived in the mail. 

     Ed was a devout Lutheran.  He found many ways over the years to volunteer with his church, 

including grounds maintenance. After moving to Loudon, TN, Ed and Ursula attended Christ our 

Savior Lutheran Church together every Sunday for twelve years.  A memorial service was held 

there on February 24, 2017.  

     Swede Young will be deeply missed by his wife Ursula; his children: Karin, Pete and his wife 

Teresa, and Mark and his fiancée Jan; and his grandchildren: Chris and his wife Sara, Matt, 

Preston, Stefan and his wife Shayna, Erik, Nicholas and Sara. 
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A Tribute to Bill Chapel 
By Dave Jolly 

 

I first got to know Bill Chapel when my training plan took me to an assignment with Gary 

Carruthers, Governor of New Mexico in 1988.  It so happened that Bill was serving a term as State 

Forester of New Mexico under the Intergovernmental Personnel Exchange Act, at the same time, 

and we wound up commuting together from Albuquerque to Santa Fe, Monday thru Friday, for 

about three months.  It goes without saying that we got to know each other pretty well.  I learned 

that Bill was a balloonist and owned a hot air balloon (Hot Flash) and he loved to fly.  He regaled 

me with “stories” about ballooning as long as he thought I was listening.  He talked, among other 

things, some about his career in fire management and how he came to be in the State Forester’s 

chair for a couple of years, and then more  about ballooning!!  

 

Out of the blue one day he said, “ you know,--- I’ve been thinking?  We need to build a special 

shape  balloon in the image of Smokey Bear!”   Like he had just thought about it!!  He went on 

and on about how it would bring new life and excitement to the fire prevention program. This 

came to be almost a daily part of our discussions for the rest of my time commuting with him to 

Santa Fe.  I asked if he had approached our boss, Regional Forester Sotero Muniz about it and he 

told me yes, but that he was kind of cool about it!  He also said that he had tried it out on former 

RFs  Bill Hurst and Jean Hassell , but to no avail.  Now I’m thinking, you are nothing if not 

persistent!  At one point I asked him why he was telling me all this and he said that maybe I could 

help him by working on Sotero!  As it happened Sotero retired a few months later and I was handed 

the RF’s job.  One of the first to come by and see me was Bill Chapel!  The first word out of his 

mouth was “congratulations” and then, he said, “well, what do you think?”    

 

The rest is history.  We put a crew together and what a crew it was!  The “Friends of Smokey Bear 

Balloon”, some who were Forest Service employees and some who were volunteers, worked  

tirelessly and for a long period to make it happen.  Their efforts created  what can only be called a 

stunning success.  So much so that, the then Chief Dale Robertson said to us,  “Your hard work 

and dedication to a new vision for Smokey Bear have  given a wonderful  gift to the Forest Service 

and the Nation“,  To Bill Chapel I would say, “You gave us the gift of your imagination, and you 

most certainly gave us the gift of your persistence. Then you shared with us the gifts of your 

dedication and hard work.  We owe you a special debt of our gratitude.  I was fortunate to have 

shared some time with you.” 

 

William L. Chapel III, 81, passed away February 20, 2017. He is preceded in death by his 

parents William L. Chapel Jr. and Winifred B. Chapel. William is survived by his wife, of 38 

years, Joan F. Chapel; son Lowell M. Conley and wife Stacey K.; daughters Catherine Chapel and 

Sharon B. Chapel; brother Jason A. Chapel and wife Alice; sister Patricia C. Middleton and 

husband Philip M.; grandchildren and other relatives. He graduated from Oklahoma State 

University with a degree in Forestry and graduated with an ROTC commission in the Army. He 

served in Germany and stateside then began a career in the U. S. Forest Service serving nearly 40 

years. After retirement Bill pursued a career that made him the happiest – Building and flying the 

Smokey Bear Balloon. He traveled all over the U.S. and some foreign countries promoting the 

message of Smokey Bear. ED: Since Bill was not a Region 8-er, his obit was not in an earlier DR. 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL 

Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 
 

 

 

Date: _____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Spouse: ______________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________ Apt. _______________  

 

City / State: ___________________________________________ Zip Code: __________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Retired from: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Dues ($10 per year) – Amount Enclosed:_____________________________ 

(First Year Membership Free) 

 

Mail completed application with payment to: Tom Tibbs, 627 Oak Lane, Marion, VA 24354 
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NMFSH Membership Application 
 

Become a member of the National Museum of Forest Service History and help us preserve the 

history of the U. S. Forest Service. Fill out, detach and mail this form to P.O. Box 2772, 

Missoula, Montana 59806 

 

New            YES - Send the newsletter to  by email.        

 

Renewal         

 

Gift           

 

Mr. ___ Ms. ___ Dr. ___ Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _________________________________________________ State: ______ Zip:   ______ 

 

Daytime Phone: _____________ Email: ___________________________________________ 

 

Membership Categories & Annual Dues:    Student: $15; Individual: $30; Family: $55; 

Contributing: $150; Sustaining: $300; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $1000 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  –  2017 
 

 

Officers                                   Directors  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 
 

 

President:  Alan Pigg        Historian: Carole Patton 

alanpigg@hotmail.com       cpatton@att.net 

 

 

President-elect: Mac Gramley  Nancy Sorrells (2017) NFSRA: Mac Gramley 

mgramley@windstream.net   nsorrell@bellsouth.net mgramley@windstream.net 

 

 

Treasurer: Tom Tibbs    Sid Haggard (2018)  Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac 

gtibbs6@embarqmail.com   sidhaggard@att.net  scudabac@mindspring.com 

 

 

Secretary: Joyce Keith    John Lamb (2019)             Dixie Ranger Editor: Sid Haggard 

JamJoy@bellsouth.net   sandjlamb@bellsouth.net     sidhaggard@att.net  

         

 

        Events Planning:  Nancy Sorrells 

        nsorrell@bellsouth.net 
 
 

        Membership: Robin Palmer 

        rchpalmer@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
  

Have you visited the SFSRA Web Sites? 

 

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association has a web site. It is 

www.southernforestretirees.org. Alan Pigg, the web master, needs pictures of our region, 

groups, etc. Please send items to sfsra@hotmail.com. We are also on Facebook.  Watch the 

2018 Reunion web site http://2018.fsreunions.org/ for information as we develop plans for 

getting together in Asheville, NC, September 24 – 28, 2018. 

 



28 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Eighth Forest Service Retirees National Reunion 

September 24 – 28, 2018, Asheville, North Carolina.   

 

Have you registered yet. Registration form is on page 9. 


