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The 2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion in Asheville is 

 only 10 months away.  Have you registered?  
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Greetings to all Forest Service Retirees and your families, 

 

Fall is just around the corner…hunting, football, cooler weather, leaves turning 

colors, festivals, and many other outdoor events.  The only problem, a lot of us 

are not able or are having trouble doing what we use to do for some reason.  We 

took our grandsons to top of Kennesaw Mountain in Georgia and they wanted to 

hike down.  Kay and I did it, but it was not easy.  They say “use it or lose it”, so 

get out there and enjoy the outdoors. 

     It saddens me to hear about our good friends and coworkers passing.  Marnie 

Kruglewicz, Mercedes Martin, Carol Shipley, Karl Stoneking and others recently passed away.  

All we have are the good memories of them and their friendship. We are losing more members 

than we are gaining, so reach out to those retirees who are not members and encourage them to 

join our group.  We care about them. 

     It is less than a year now before our big National Reunion in Asheville, NC.  Committee chairs 

are pulling the pieces together and we are getting excited.  Please send in your registration so we 

can better plan on the events and expenses.  The Reunion Committee is also accepting donations 

and sponsorships. Charlie Richmond is heading that committee and doing a great job. 

     Nancy Sorrells and her committee are planning the December Luncheon for December 8.  The 

venue has changed and we would love to see you there.  Let Nancy know how many to plan on so 

she can make reservations with the restaurant.  A copy of the proposed amendment to our 

constitution is included in this Dixie Ranger.  We will be voting on this amendment at the 

December meeting.  

     We are happy and sad about Tony Tooke leaving to be our new Chief of the Forest Service.  He 

has been a great supporter of our Association and Reunion.  We are proud to have him as our new 

Chief and wish him well in heading up the best organization in the U. S. government. 

Hurricanes, floods, and large fires have affected us.  Response and recovery efforts 

continue and will take several years to recover.  The Forest Service Incident Command System 

model is being used by FEMA and others to bring organization to the disaster responses. It gives 

me a sense of pride knowing that the Forest Service helped start this system. 

     As I end my term as President, I want to thank you for your support and friendship.  Help others 

who need it, be kind to your neighbors, and come to the 2018 Reunion. 

 

Alan E. Pigg 

President, Southern Forest Service Retiree Association 

 

  

 Some thoughts ---- 

 

As we grow older, and hence wiser, we slowly realize that wearing a $300. or $30.00 watch 

they both tell the same time... 

 

Whether we carry a $300 or $30.00 wallet/handbag the amount of money inside is the same… 

 

Whether the house we live in is 300 or 3000 sq. ft. loneliness is the same. 
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Proposed Amendment 13 to the Southern Forest Service Retiree 

Association Constitution 
 

Amendment No. 9 was adopted into the Constitution in 2004.  The current language is: 

 

ARTICLE IX – DUES 

Section 1.  Dues for Membership and Associate Membership shall be $10 per year, payable in 

advance upon application for membership and by January 1 each year thereafter. Dues shall be 

intended primarily for printing and mailing of newsletters, directories of members, ballots, and 

other official communications. Amendment No. 9 

 

Background-  

The Board and Officers make every effort to keep operation costs minimal.  The “Dixie Ranger” 

Directory, and postage, new technology such as “Constant Contact” secure email, web site 

management and domain fees are all forms of communicating with our membership.  Currently, 

annual operation costs are more than income from the $10/year dues for the 380 members.  Not 

mentioned in Article IX- Dues is the donation and support the Association gives to the National 

Museum of Forest Service History and the National Forest Service Retiree Association.  

Memorials, speaker fees and travel, meeting costs, and copying costs are not included in Article 

IX-Dues.  Also not mentioned is the first year of free dues to new retirees. 

 

Proposal- 

Therefore, that a motion has been proposed to replace Amend. No. 9 with Amend. 13 as such: 

 

Section 1.  Dues for Membership and Associate Membership shall be free the first year of 

membership and $15 per year thereafter, payable in advance by January 1 each year. 

Section 2.  Dues paid in advance shall be considered paid-in-full and no additional dues shall be 

due until the renewal date. 

Section 3.  Special assessments may be authorized by the Board of Directors, if and when needed 

to promote the objectives of the Association.   

Section 4.  Dues shall be to fulfill Article III- Purposes.  More specifically for: 

 Printing and mailing of newsletters, directories of members, ballots, and other official 

communications. 

 Fees associated with secure email, SFSRA web domain, and other electronic 

communications costs. 

 Donations to organizations such as the National Museum of Forest Service History, 

Forest History Society, special projects, memorials and others must be approved by the 

membership each year. Meeting costs such as site fees, copying, speaker fees, 

compensated meals, travel, door prizes, etc. may be approved by the Board of Directors 

 

A vote by mail shall contain the following language and mailed to the SFSRA Secretary, Joyce 

Keith (see directory for address and email address): 

 

I  approve  disapprove (circle one) the proposed amendment.   
Name:  Printed___________________________  Name:  Signature: ____________________.  
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R-8 RETIREES GET TOGETHER 

 
 

Northeast Atlanta – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the last Tuesday of each month 

(except December) at the IHOP Restaurant, 4205 Stone Mountain Highway, Hwy 78, at 7:30 a.m. The 

restaurant is located in the Killian Hill Village Shopping Center Contact: Nancy Sorrells 770-469-5799.  

 

Cobb County Georgia – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet the last Tuesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at 

the Kennesaw Whistle Stop Cafe, 1200 Earnest Barrett Parkway, Suite #10, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144. 

Contact: Sonny Cudabac scudabac@mindspring.com.  

 

Cherokee National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the third 

Tuesday of each month in Cleveland, Tennessee, Contact: Kaye Shelton, 423-338-5910. 

 

Ouachita National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast the third Tuesday of each 

month at 8:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant in the Cornerstone Shopping Center, Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. Contact: Jim Wenner, 501-525-8284, jimwenner@cablelynx.com 

 

Jefferson National Forest – Retirees, spouses, and friends get together at noon on the 2nd Wednesday of 

even numbered months at the Roanoker Restaurant in Roanoke, Virginia. Contact Charles Blankenship at 

(540) 774-6272. 

 

George Washington National Forest - Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on 

the first Wednesday of even numbered months at the Village Inn Restaurant on US 11, a short distance off 

I-81 at Exit 240.    Contact:  Eddie Riddle, edjoriddle@aol.com. 

 

Highlands - Robbinsville - Franklin - Murphy North Carolina Area – Retirees, spouses, and friends 

meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch the last Wednesday of every month in Franklin. Contact George Lynch for the 

location as it may be in a different place each month. (georgelynch@verizon.net (828) 369-9722). 

 

Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests - FM&S Retirees meet for lunch the 2nd Wednesday of April 

and 4th Wednesday of October. For further details, contact: Ed Hedgecock engineerhedge@aol.com. You 

may also contact Glenda Wood (803) 563-5498 woodjg46@outlook.com. 

 

The National Forest in Florida - Contacts are Johnnie Croft 5156 Shaw Street, Sanderson, FL 32087 (386-

752-7325) or Joann Webb (Missoumiss@comcast.net ). 

 

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 3rd Thursday 

of each month, 11:15 AM, at the Golden Corral in Lufkin, TX. Contact: Carolyn Hughes, 936-875-3328, 

carohug@hotmail.com or Gay Ippolito, 936-632-4852, gipp_253@yahoo.com 

 

National Forests in Alabama – Retirees, spouses, and friends meet for lunch the 1st Wednesday in 

February, April, June, August, October, and December at 11:15 AM, McAlister’s Restaurant in Prattville. 

Contact: Bill Fadden, 334-285-0962.  

 

Ozark-St. Francis retirees meet for breakfast at 8:00 A.M. on the first Friday of each month at the Old 

South restaurant in Russellville, AR.  Contact O.D. Smith at 479-968-3287 or odnpat@suddenlink.net. 
 

  

mailto:carohug@hotmail.com
mailto:gipp_253@yahoo.com
mailto:odnpat@suddenlink.net
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Friday, December 8th Luncheon / Business Meeting 
Note Change in Day, Date, and Location 

 

Make plans to attend the Friday December 8th luncheon & business meeting! Members and 

guests will gather in Atlanta at the Petite Violette, 2948 Clairmont Rd., Atlanta 30329, at 11:30 

a.m.  Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.    Reservations are necessary by December 5th and can 

be made by calling Nancy Sorrells at (770) 469-5799 or Joyce Keith at: 404-229-9888 – leave a 

message on their answering machine if you do not reach one of them.  It is important to let either 

Nancy or Joyce know if you find that you are unable to attend after you have made a 

reservation because we are charged for the number of reservations turned in the day before the 

luncheon. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

Everyone Loves A Parade 
John Arrechea 

 

“Daddy! Daddy! I can hardly wait. I wish the parade 

would start.  Listen! I think I can hear the drums. Yes, I 

can. Look, there is the American flag, leading the 

parade.” 

     During my employment with the U. S. Forest Service, 

we spent a couple of years in the early 1970's on the 

Bankhead National Forest at Double Springs, Alabama. 

During their Christmas Parade, Joe, our four year old son, 

and I paraded as clowns. Joe waved with one hand and 

held on to my hand with his other-- More family fun- 

everyone loves a parade. 

     We moved to Oxford in 1972 with the Y-LT. I began 

clowning, twice a year, at Christmas and July 4th parades. 

I always got behind a snare drum that gives me the 

adrenalin to soft shoe shuffle and sashay from side to 

side. I enjoyed and hope the crowd did. 

     Over the years, my five grandsons clowned with me 

most every July 4th parade. 'More Family Fun'. 

     I've never had any clown training; however, my two favorite circus clowns did not do any slap 

stick and performed silently. Early on I felt comfortable with this. Today, I follow this method. 

     The clown bug bit me in 1965. Today you may catch me in the Oxford July 4th parade or at our 

activities.  I thought at one time my parade legs would last forever; however, I bought a three-

wheeled bicycle with smaller wheels in 2006. This way, I can quickly ride from side-to-side, close 

to the crowd, waving my black, white, and red grease paint, sending 'Clown's love’ to all. 

     I have always felt that if I can make people smile, maybe laugh a little for a few moments, and 

briefly forget their worries of the day---that is what I'm all about. 
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Info From The Chief, Southern Region, and Others 
 

Lenise Lago will serve as acting Associate Chief for the Agency.  Her effective date is October 1, 

2017. Lago is currently Deputy Chief of Business Operations at the Washington Office. She 

replaces Kathleen Atkinson, who has served as acting Associate Chief since July. 

 

Robert Velasco will serve as acting Deputy Chief of Business Operations at the Washington 

Office while Lenise Lago is on detail as acting Associate Chief. His effective date is October 1, 

2017. Velasco is currently Associate Deputy Chief for Business Operations at the Washington 

Office. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

Thirty One Years—Among the Trees 
John Arrechea 

 

Lois and I bought a Lafayette County tree farm in 1978. It was all wooded except about an acre of 

creek- bottom land.  When we joined the MS/LA Christmas Tree Association, members advised,  

“ Don't plant anymore trees than what your wife can shear”. I didn't follow their advice.  I did lose 

my shearing partner when she encountered a four-foot black snake  in the tree she was shearing. 

     We planted 1,000 Virginia Pine seedlings in 1982 in that open space.  Annually, we cleared and 

planted until we had 7 acres of all ages and sizes.  We quickly learned that growing Christmas trees 

is a year-round endeavor, including many intensive cultural practices.  Timing is very critical. If 

the fish are biting and the trees are becoming infested with insects or a disease forget the fishing. 

To keep the trees healthy, they must be sprayed several times per year. Don't forget the shearing, 

twice per year.  ( I never could talk Lois to continue her shearing job ). 

     For 31 years we sold “Choose and Cut” Christmas trees.  Lois created wreaths and garland from 

the cull trees.  Her greenery adorned many churches in Oxford and homes in North Mississippi.  

On weekends, our family, including, our son, Joe, both daughters and husbands and five grandsons 

all pitched in. I could not have handled the weekend sales without their help. 

     When the boys were small, they played hide and seek among the trees. Later they helped with 

the planting and selling. With the weekend family help, I had more time to socialize,---encouraging 

the smaller children to look inside the red mailbox where the mailman had left a treat. 

     My annual 'High-Light' was when the 1st graders came to the farm to pick out a tree for their 

home room. Their excitement bubbled over as they stepped off their yellow school bus. Their 

teachers and moms, did their best to keep them under control.  Their excitement just added to my 

enjoyment.  The children learned how we plant a baby tree and that rain and sunshine helps the 

trees grow to be a big Christmas tree. As the class chooses a favorite tree, I ask the smallest child 

to help me with the saw.  As the tree fell, the class always had to practice how to holler “TIMBER”. 

Cameras clicked as some little folks struggled to carry their tree to their bus. 

     Nurturing a tree from a seedling to a significant Christmas symbol was an over whelming joy 

to me.  We knew that when a family was leaving with a tree tied to their car—they were also 

experiencing the miracle of Christmas. Many times, we heard, “ Thank You—see you next year”. 

     Being part of this for 31 years gave me a joyful memory that will last forever. 
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A Message from Don Ashworth:   

 

Tom (Tibbs), you will find a check for three more years of the Dixie Ranger.  I don’t know why I 

am sending you so much money.  When I look at the last Dixie Ranger I see that 18 old salts have 

passed away since the last publication.  Man, we are all getting old.  I remember being stationed 

in Roanoke, Virginia as a Watershed Specialist about a hundred years ago.  Who ever heard of a 

Watershed specialist anyway?  Hey, I knew about as much about a watershed management as a 

snake knows about flying. I worked with another guy from the George Washington National Forest 

and he didn’t know any more than I did. 

     We had a hurricane hit both the Jefferson and the GW.  We got a guy to fly us over the damage 

and we were so high up that we couldn’t see much so we asked him to take us a little closer.  “Hey, 

fellers”, he said, “it is rougher than a cobb down there”.  You will be sick as a dog if we go down 

there”.  “Naw”, we said, “we need to get closer to our problem area.  We are watershed specialists 

and know what we are looking for”.  Man was that a mistake. I had been the Navy in really rough 

seas during the Korean War and it was nothing like that little airplane bumping and swaying.  In 

about thirty minutes we asked to go back to the airport as we were about to heave out gut out. 

     As you probably know, the GW and the Jefferson were brought into Region 8 back in the 60s 

or 70s.  The two Regions did very little the same way.  Region 8 spent several years getting the 

old Region 7 guys up to our standards.  I recall going out on the Wytheville Ranger District or the 

Newcastle District to teach them how to construct water bars to divert the water off of timber sale 

roads.  I had given the guy some instructions a few days earlier and got a call in Roanoke about 

loggers raising cane about the construction.  Upon arrival I saw not water bars but what we referred 

to as “tank traps”.  The bars constructed were at least four feet tall and essentially blocked the road 

from use.  Of course the loggers didn’t have to drive over them during sales, but as sales were 

closed they were to be secured for future protection from erosion.  To set things straight I spent 

time with loggers and the ranger district staff.  Needless to say, the loggers were happy to build 

the proper bars. 

     Finally, in closing, I was working on the Marion District when the tunnel was dug through the 

mountain.  The tunnel started from either side of the mountain and acutely met at midpoint.  Wow, 

that was a real feat.  My job was to protect streams from erosion coming from the construction. 

Needless to say this was a really involved procedure.  Retention ponds were constructed, 

flocculation materials were used to reduce erosion getting into the streams but streams were 

damaged big time from the several yearlong program.  I look back now and think, no wonder those 

guys are dying off (the 18 I referred to earlier) we are truly getting old. 

 

Have you visited the SFSRA Web Sites? 

 

The Southern Forest Service Retirees Association has a web site. It is 

www.southernforestretirees.org. Alan Pigg, the web master, needs pictures of our region, 

groups, etc. Please send items to sfsra@hotmail.com. We are also on Facebook.  Watch the 

2018 Reunion web site http://2018.fsreunions.org/ for information as we develop plans for 

getting together in Asheville, NC, September 24 – 28, 2018. 

National Museum of Forest Service History: https://www.forestservicemuseum.org/ 

National Association of Forest Service Retirees: http://www.nafsr.org/ 
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2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion 

Can You Believe It Is Only a Year Away? 
 

September 24, 2018, will be here before you know it.  Your 2018 Reunion Committee has been 

working for 28+ months to make sure our time in Asheville will be the best Reunion yet.  The 

Crowne Plaza Golf & Tennis Resort is working to ensure the accommodations will be nothing 

short of outstanding.  The Field Trip Committee has several adventures for you to choose from 

including a special tour of The Biltmore Estates and Cradle of Forestry.  Marci Spencer, author 

of the recent book on the history of the Pisgah National Forest, will be presenting at the Cradle 

field trip.  The free shuttle downtown, a mile away, will provide opportunities to explore 

Asheville. 

 

The Crowne Plaza Resort has called those registered for the Reunion to book their room 

reservations. To ensure only those attending the Reunion get the special low rate of $119 / $139 

per night, only those registered for the Reunion will be able to book a room. So, register now.  

The web site is http://2018.fsreunions.org/index.htm.  A few days after John Lamb receives 

your registration, you will receive a call from the Crowne Plaza Resort. 

 

Please remember, the Reunion is also a fund raiser for the National Museum of Forest Service 

History (NMFSH). Charlie Richmond is heading up the fund raising committee with a lot of 

support of the Executive Committee and other Committee Leaders.  He is looking for donations, 

sponsors, those wanting exhibit booth space, advertisers, etc. He needs your help. We are 

associated with the NMFSH and therefore a non-profit 501.c.3 organization.  Charlie can be 

reached at csrichmond60@gmail.com.  Bobby James is heading up the Silent Auction Committee.  

He is looking for items to be donated, especially from your area. Your help will be greatly 

appreciated.  Contact Bobby at bjandsj@bellsouth.net . 

 

The Program is looking good. Speakers include Chase Pickering, Great-great-grandson of George 

and Edith Vanderbilt, and Bibi Gaston, Great-grandniece of Gifford Pinchot. Bibi’s latest book 

is “Gifford Pinchot and the First Foresters”. Dr. Jamie Lewis, Forest History Society, will show 

the film “America’s First Forest”. The program also includes our new Chief, Tony Tooke, and 

David Lane, North Carolina State Forester. 

 

Entertainment with be with a Southern / Appalachian  flavor.  

 

This is a very brief synopsis of what is being planned. Get involved. Get registered!  

Questions? Web site is: http://2018.fsreunions.org/html or call Sid Haggard at 678-644-7240. 

http://2018.fsreunions.org/html
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Registration Form 

2018 Forest Service Retirees National Reunion 

Asheville, North Carolina 

September 24-28, 2018 
Complete this form and mail it with a check to:        SFSRA 2018 Reunion, Attn: John Lamb, 

     1456 Threepine Pl., Lilburn, GA 30047 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Early Registration (before March 31, 2018):___@ $200 Each Amount Due: $______ 

 (after March 31, 2018):   ___@ $245 Each Amount Due: $______ 

Check number ______  Date________ Make Check Payable To: SFSRA 2018 Reunion 

 

Hotel Reservations:  

Crowne Plaza Resort room reservations cannot be made by calling the Resort.  We will provide 

them a list of those who register for the reunion and want a room at the Crowne Plaza.  If you are 

on the list of those registered and want a room, the Crowne Plaza Resort will call you soon after 

October 10, 2017, to book your room.  Do you want to be included on the list for a room at the 

Crowne Plaza?        YES_______NO______  

 

Questions?  Contact John Lamb via email: jwl2018@outlook.com

Retiree Contact Information (please print clearly) 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________ 

City and State___________________________________________ Zip_______ 

Phone:________________email:__________________________________________ 

Year retired (YYYY):__________ FS unit(s) worked in (optional):______________ 

Do you have special requirements?  If so someone will contact you. Yes_____No____ 

Companion Contact Information (please print clearly) 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Address same as above?   Yes_____ 

Street Address:____________________________________________________ 

City and State___________________________________________ Zip_____________ 

Phone:__________________email:__________________________________________ 

Year retired (YYYY):_______ FS unit(s) worked in (optional):_____________ 

Do you have special requirements?  If so someone will contact you. Yes____No____ 
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                                   IN   MEMORIAM 
 

 

Glen Henry Beaver, Jr.    Mitchell Herman Cohen 

 

Max Ralph Craighead    Leon Edman Eaves, Sr. 

 

Thomas E. Ferguson    Gerald Simon Goldstein 

 

Lewis “Bo” Franklin Hunter, Jr.  Marnie Kruglewicz 

 

Mercedes R. Martin    Reese Sherrod Scull 

 

Carol Jeanne Chappell Shipley  Sylvia M. Shoemaker 

 

Karl Edwin Stoneking    Frank M. Yerby 

 

 

       
 

 

 

  

When sending notices to Sonny Cudabac or the Dixie Ranger Editor, 

please include the name of the funeral home, newspaper, or other 

sources of additional information.  Sometimes after searching the 

internet I cannot find a picture or information about the person’s Forest 

Service career. 

       Thanks,  DR Editor 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pBUXzZW_SsAbm42nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZDlmaGk4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiYTg3YThlYmE2ZDY5ZjBkN2QxMmE4OTZjODA0MThjNQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DLilies%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dymyy-t-999%26hsimp%3Dyhs-att_001%26hspart%3Datt%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=473&h=601&imgurl=4.bp.blogspot.com/_9DbWcozSA54/S-OPiCW2KEI/AAAAAAAABJ8/ZWSOVQjYKnA/s1600/Lilies.png&rurl=http://www.the-lady-wolf.com/2010_05_01_archive.html&size=57.0KB&name=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&p=lillies+clip+art&oid=ba87a8eba6d69f0d7d12a896c80418c5&fr2=&fr=ymyy-t-999&rw=lillies+clip+art&tt=Click+here+to+download+Calla+<b>Lilies</b>&b=0&ni=160&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ko7rd95&sigb=13obq5rng&sigi=12j6dddgk&sigt=11asbs2c3&sign=11asbs2c3&.crumb=cMhKjqtUmrv&fr=ymyy-t-999&hsimp=yhs-att_001&hspart=att
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Glen Henry Beaver, Jr. age 72, of Murphy, NC passed away June 26, 2017. 

     He was a native of Cherokee County, NC and the son of the late Glen Henry 

Beaver Sr. and Reba Maney Beaver. Glen had retired from the U. S. Forest Service 

after 36 years of service, with his most recent job being the seed orchard manager. 

He was also a member of the Murphy Jaycees and the founding member of the 

Cherokee County Rescue Squad. Glen served in the U. S. National Guard. He worked 

as a volunteer for the River Walk project. Glen enjoyed fishing and gardening. He loved his 

grandkids, hunting arrowheads, doing for others and delivering treats to all his friends. Glen was 

a member of the Vengeance Creek Baptist Church. 

     In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by his brother, Bret Beaver.  He is survived 

by his son, Keven Beaver and wife Brandi of Murphy; two daughters, Kevennie Westmoreland 

and husband Larry of Murphy and Kathy Junkin of Courtice Canada; grandchildren, Ethan 

Westmoreland, August Westmoreland, Bailey Beaver and Dale Junkin. 

     A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.  Memorials may be made to the Valley River 

Humane Society, PO Box 658, Murphy, NC 28906.  Townson-Rose Funeral Home in charge of 

arrangement. 

 

 

Mitchell Herman Cohen, 65, passed away on July 1st, 2017, in his home in 

Oakwood, GA after a year-long fight with pancreatic cancer. Mitchell’s funeral 

service was held July 7th at the Hillside Chapel, Gainesville, GA 

     Mitchell was born March 6, 1953, in Orlando, FL to Sarah and Herman Cohen. 

After attending Edgewater High School in Orlando, Mitchell attained his 

undergraduate degree in Forestry from the University of Florida, and continued his 

graduate education in Range Ecology and Management at the University of Nevada, Reno. After 

finishing school, Mitch began a long and successful career with the U. S. Forest Service as a 

servant of our public land. Throughout his career Mitchell worked in prescribed fire, fought 

numerous wildfires, designed educational and interpretive displays, and even helped develop the 

first mobile app for the Chattahoochee National Forest. 

     Mitchell married Deborah Cohen on May 27, 1984. Mitchell and Deborah enjoyed 33 years of 

marriage and together raised two wonderful children, David Cohen and Rachael Cohen Buys. 

     Mitchell was loved by many. If you had the pleasure of meeting him, he undoubtedly left a 

positive impression. His friends and family would describe him as an amazing father, dedicated 

husband, remarkable friend and a generous, kind, and wise soul. 

     Mitchell is survived by his wife Deborah, daughter Rachael, and son David. 

     The family requests that you consider donating to either the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 

(www.pancan.org) or the National Forest Foundation (www.national forests.org).  
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Max Ralph Craighead, 88, died July 16, 2017, at Appletree Court 

Assisted Living in Richardson, TX. A 59-year resident of Stillwater, he moved 

to Texas in December 2016 to be near family.  

     He was born in Buffalo, OK, on March 4, 1929, to Ralph and Gussie 

Craighead. He attended public schools in Buffalo, graduating high school in 

1947. After attending Oklahoma Baptist University for two years, he enlisted 

in the U. S. Air Force in 1950, at the beginning of the Korean Conflict and 

served in the USAF Security Command in Texas, Germany, and North Africa. 

     He and Donna Maree Ring were married on June 4, 1954, in Buffalo three 

months before completing his military enlistment. The lived in San Antonio, TX for the next year 

to prepare for Max's enrollment at Oklahoma A & M College in the fall of 1955. He earned a BS 

in Forest Management, and was employed immediately upon graduation in 1958 by Oklahoma 

State University as Assistant Extension Forester. This was the beginning of a career which was to 

last the next 28 years. He later completed a Master’s Degree, and was subsequently promoted to 

Extension Forester and to Professor of Forestry in the Department of Forestry, Oklahoma State 

University. 

     Max was a member and deacon of First Baptist Church, Stillwater, and served as Assistant 

Treasurer for many years. He served in responsible position in his professional organization, 

including numerous elected offices. He was a more than 50-year member of the Society of 

American Foresters, in which he was elected a FELLOW in 1983, and served from 1986-1988 as 

a member of the National SAF Council where he represented eleven mid-western states. 

     Max was an avid woodworker and especially enjoyed turning gavels. His personal collection 

numbered more than 125 and he estimated that he had made and given away nearly 100. One of 

the joys of later life was in serving in a volunteer capacity as House Manager for Farmhouse 

Fraternity, where he was honored with the Master Builder Award. Some of his other honors 

include: Ouachita Society of American Forester's Lifetime Achievement Award, Forest Heritage 

Center Advisory Board's Heritage Forester Award, and Oklahoma Agriculture Aviation 

Association's Honorary Lifetime Member. 

     Max was predeceased by an infant daughter, his parents, and sisters, Jewel and Joye. He is 

survived by his wife of 63 years, Donna Maree of the home; daughter Melanie Maree and husband 

Wes Moore, Garland, TX; son Todd Max, Oklahoma City, OK, brother-in-law Rex Wilkinson, 

Muskogee, OK; and the two brightest lights in his life, granddaughters Zoë Maree Moore, Garland, 

TX, and Emily Ann Craighead, Edmond, OK; plus many loving nieces, nephews, and other 

relative, friends, and former co-workers. 

 

Marnie Kruglewicz, widow of Jean Kruglewicz, passed away August 24, 2017. Marnie was 

born on Sept. 3, 1943. A celebration of her life was held September 1st Marietta Funeral Home, 

Funeral services were held September 2nd at Transfiguration Catholic Church. Burial September 

2nd at Kennesaw Memorial Cemetery Memorial donations may be made to 

www.familypromise.org, www.donate.cancer.org, or www.wffoundation.org. 

 

 

Mercedes R. Martin passed away peacefully August 19th after complications from surgery 

for pancreatic cancer.  She was a Program Assistant, USDA Forest Service, Planning Appeals 

and Litigation, Region 8, before retiring.  Funeral services were Thursday August 31, 2017, at 

the Prince of Peace Catholic Church, in Flowery Branch, GA.  
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Leon Edman Eaves, Sr., 88, of Apple Springs, TX, passed away on July 

17, 2017, in Lufkin, TX Leon was born on October 5, 1928, in Apple Springs, 

TX. He was an avid gardener as well as a tree farmer. He took such pride in his 

tree farm until the hurricane took his crop. He loved to build and was always 

working on improvements to his homestead if he was able. He loved to spend 

time with his family and his grandchildren and great grandchildren were the light 

of his life.  Graveside services were held July 20, 2017, at Bennett Cemetery in Apple Springs, TX 

     Leon is survived by his loving wife of 64 years, Betty Eaves of Apple Springs, Texas; children: 

daughter Bobbie Eaves Cleaver and husband Raymond of Flat Prairie, TX; son Leon, Jr. (Eddie) 

of Apple Springs, TX; son Joe Lynn Eaves of Hudson,TX; daughter Doris Ann Eaves of Apple 

Springs, TX; seven grandchildren: Rodney Paul Cleaver, Jeana Leann Cleaver, Amanda Denise 

McAdams Beggs, Stacey Dianne McAdams King, Alyssa Darlyne McAdams Anthony, Michael 

DeWayne Eaves, Anthony Scott Eaves, Jodie Jeffrey Finke and Madison Jeffrey; sixteen great 

grandchildren: Katie Cleaver, Tori Smith, Kayla Houston, McKenzie McAdams, Nolan Beggs, 

Cole Beggs, Andrew Beggs, Benjamin Beggs, Lucas Beggs, Jake King, Dani King, Katlin King, 

Kristin Anthony, Carter Anthony, McKenzie Anthony and Edne Anthony as well his many beloved 

nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends. 

Mr. Eaves is preceded in death by his beloved parents, Henry and Cara Eaves; brother, Hagar Isaac 

Eaves and sister, Bessie Eaves Doyle. 

 

Thomas E. Ferguson was born on June 23rd, 1948, and passed away September 

16th, 2017. He was preceded in death by his parents Ted and Louise Ferguson of Little 

Rock.  He is survived by his wife, Sandra Ferguson of Clarksville; two children, Shea 

Hylton (Todd) of Clarksville, AR and Josh Ferguson (Mindy) of Pea Ridge, AR; two 

sisters, Judy Wood of Mabelvale, AR and Anita Axelson of Poyen, AR; seven 

grandchildren, Blake Grubbs, Nate, and Hannah Kate Hylton, Troy, Finn, Wren, and 

Hutch Thomas Ferguson.  Tom was a loving husband, father, son, and friend. 

     Tom was a graduate of Arkansas Tech University and the University of Arkansas. He was an 

employee of the U. S. Forest Service for 31 years and served in the Navy on the USS Coral Sea. 

He was an avid outdoorsman and loved to hike, fish, and bike. He enjoyed his time volunteering 

on the Ouachita VISTA Trail. 

     Memorial Donations may be made to the Alzheimer's Association of Arkansas. 

 

Gerald Simon Goldstein, 81, of Marietta, passed away on July 13, 

2017. He was born in Boston on March 27, 1936, to parents, Rena and 

Kalman. Gerald served in the U. S. Air Force before beginning his career 

with the U. S. Forest Service until his retirement in 1986. He was very 

involved with the Youth Conservation Corps. Gerald enjoyed playing 

softball, chess, bowling, and bridge. Gerald was loved and well cared for 

until the very end, and he delighted in watching game shows with his care givers. One of his 

signature catch phrases was, "Good Deal."  

     He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Gayle Savoca Goldstein; sons, Kevin and Mark; sister, 

Lee Fich; brother, Neal (Fran); and his grandson, Kevin Austin. A funeral service was conducted 

at H.M. Patterson, Canton Hill Chapel, on July 20th. 
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Lewis "Bo" Franklin Hunter, Jr., 79, of Chapin, passed away Friday, 

June 30, 2017. He was born May 21, 1938 in Kershaw, SC to the late Lewis F. 

Hunter and Lois Brasington Hunter. Mr. Hunter was of the Methodist faith. He 

was the owner of Paymaster Checkwriter Company for over 50 years, and 

"Captain Bo of the WSCQ" Lake Patrol for several summers on Lake Murray. He 

was a Master Mason and a Shriner. 

     He is survived by his wife, Sarah Smith Hunter of Chapin; sister, Beth Larusa of Columbia and 

several nieces and nephews.  

     A graveside service was held at July 6, 2017, at Bush River Memorial Gardens. The service 

was conducted at Caughman-Harman Funeral Home, Chapin Chapel. Memorials may be made to 

the Shriner's Hospital for Children, 950 West Faris Rd., Greenville, SC 29605 

 

Reese Sherrod Scull, 76, of Cleveland, TN, beloved husband, brother, father, 

grandfather, and friend, passed away at home on September 20, 2017.  He was 

predeceased by his parents Reese W. Scull and Norma R. Scull of Rutherford 

College, NC, and his grandson Evan.  Reese was born and raised in Valdese, NC, 

and graduated from Western Carolina University and North Carolina State 

University. He trained at the United States Naval Officer Candidate School, and 

served as a Lieutenant from 1966 to 1969. Following his military service, Reese spent his career 

with the U. S. Forest Service on the Holly Springs, George Washington-Jefferson, Chattahoochee, 

and Cherokee National Forests. 

     Reese is survived by his wife and best friend Faye Scull of Cleveland, TN, daughters Heather 

Volk of Pueblo West, CO, and Kelly Miner of Ocala, FL, grandsons Reese and Julian, his sister 

Sherry Rostan Scull of Rutherford College, NC, and many relatives and friends  

     The family would like to express their sincere gratitude to the staff of Sarah Cannon Research 

Institute of Nashville. Their efforts, support, and dedication to cancer research and providing 

quality care over Reese's final four years were a blessing of hope to him and to the entire family.  

     A celebration of Reese's life & memory was held September 24, 2017, at First Presbyterian 

Church in Cohutta, GA.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Sarah Cannon Fund; 1100 

Charlotte Avenue, Suite 800, Nashville, TN 37203. 

 

Carol Jeanne Chappell Shipley of Woodstock, GA, passed away surrounded by her family 

on July 3, 2017, following a battle with cancer. 

    She was born in Washington, D.C., and grew up in Illinois and New York. She earned a BS in 

Biological Science in 1969 and an MA in 1986, both from Hood College in Frederick, MD. Since 

moving with her husband and daughter to Woodstock in 1986, Carol has been an active and 

passionate member of the Woodstock and Cherokee County communities. She frequently lent her 

energies to civic matters and service organizations, enjoying each opportunity to meet new people 

and find new friends. She was also an avid reader, delighting in the discussions that could be found 

with various book clubs. 

    Carol is survived by her husband, Michael H. Shipley; her daughter, Rebecca Shipley, of Los 

Angeles, and her three sisters: Virginia Chappell of Milwaukee, WI; Jane Chappell Singleton of 

Falls Church, VA; and Patricia Chappell of Baltimore, MD. She was preceded in death by her 

father, John G. Chappell, and her mother, Amy Elizabeth Heilman Chappell. 

    A memorial service was held Saturday, July 8, 2017, at Lakeside Funeral Home in Woodstock.  
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Sylvia M. Shoemaker, age 74, of Montgomery, Alabama passed away September 

22, 2017. She was an Engineering Technician in the Alabama National Forest 

Supervisors Office for many years.  

     Sylvia loved spending time hunting, trips to the beach, listening to Elvis Presley, 

and making those around her laugh with her amazing sense of humor. More than 

anything she loved spending time with her children, grandchildren, and her beloved 

dogs. Sylvia is preceded in death by her parents, L. M. McNeill, Jr. and Sallie McNeill and her 

brother, Ricky McNeill. She is survived by her loving husband of 51 years, Tom Shoemaker; her 

three children, Terri Clifford (Jack), Lance "Top" Shoemaker (Lesli), and Tommy Shoemaker 

(Debbie); her eight grandchildren, Kerrigan Luckie (Jamie), Leigh, Griffin, Abby, Cole, Savannah, 

Marina, and Cruz Shoemaker; great grandson, Mason Luckie; her sister, Pam Thompson (Dan); 

and numerous nieces and nephews. 

     Special thank you to Southern Care Hospice for the love and care they provided for Mrs. Sylvia. 

Celebration of Sylvia's Life was held September 26th at Alabama Heritage Funeral Home. Burial 

followed immediately at Alabama Heritage Cemetery.  Memorial contributions may be made to 

the Montgomery Humane Society in memory of Sylvia. 

 

 

Karl Edwin Stoneking was born November 2, 1938, in Ottawa, KN. His family moved to 

Sapulpa, OK where he grew up, graduating from Sapulpa High School. He graduated from 

Oklahoma State University with a Bachelor's degree in Forestry 

     Karl married Bettie Ann Ewert on June 9, 1962. They have two children, Chris and Stephanie. 

Chris and his wife Heidi have two daughters, Emma and Sarah. 
     Karl served as a Sargent in the Marine Reserves.  He had a 41 year career with the US Forest 

Service. During that career, he and Bettie lived in Oklahoma, Florida, Arkansas, and Georgia. 

During his career as a forester he served on the Timber Management staff on the Sycamore District 

in AR, the Ocala District in FL, on the Timber Management Staff in the Hot Springs office, as 

District Ranger in the Mina District in OK, and on the Timber Management Staff at the Regional 

office in Atlanta. 

     Karl and Bettie have been members of Duluth First United Methodist Church since they moved 

to Georgia in 1972. Karl was a member of the church choir from 1972 until 2015, where, along 

with his singing, he worked in the music library in his spare time. Karl was a member of the Forum 

Sunday School Class, served as class president, taught Sunday School, and led class retreats. Karl 

has served as a Stephen Minister and then as a Stephen Leader for several years. He was also part 

of the Dinner Bells & Beaus, served on a number of committees and was a Lay Delegate to the 

Annual Conference for several years. 
     Karl was the Scout Master for the church Scout Troop for a number of years where he took the 

troop on monthly camp outs and hikes, and taught his scouts about being men and good citizens. 
     Karl had a number of hobbies, but his favorite was fishing. He also enjoyed woodworking, 

building several pieces of furniture, and loved to acquire and learn to use new tools. He also liked 

to read westerns and mysteries and loved music. Karl's favorite activity was spending time with 

his grandchildren. If there were games on the table, toys on the floor or a ball being tossed around 

in the backyard, that is where you would find him, playing with the kids. As the grandchildren got 

older, you would always find Karl at their ballgames and recitals, cheering in the stands and 

clapping in the audience. 
     A Memorial Service was held September 2nd at the Duluth First United Methodist Church 
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Funeral services for Frank M. Yerby, 67, of Florien, LA, were held August 27, 

2017, at Antioch Baptist Church with Rev. Richard Partridge, Rev. John Sparks, 

and Rev. Wilton Anthony officiating. Burial followed in the Antioch Cemetery.  

     Frank was born November 22, 1949, at Clarks AFB in the Philippines. He 

passed away August 23, 2017, in Many, LA. He was preceded in death by his 

parents, M. L. “Bud” and Blanche Yerby; and his father-in-law, Reo Wright. 

     Frank graduated from L. D. Bell in Hurst, TX in 1969. Later he deployed to Vietnam as a 

member of Alpha Company, 2d Battalion, 502d Infantry Regiment (Berlin Brigade) in 1970 where 

he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for his service during the Vietnam conflict. He 

graduated with a Forestry degree from Stephen F. Austin in 1977 where he was a member of the 

Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. In 2008 he retired as District Ranger of the U. S. Forest Service with 

the Winn District in Winnfield, LA. He served in the U. S. Forest Service with over thirty years in 

multiple locations and positions. Frank was a member of the Masonic Lodge, Florien, LA, a 

member of United Commercial Travelers of America -- Many Council and a member of Antioch 

Baptist Church in Florien, LA. 

     He is survived by his wife, Lisa Wright Yerby of Florien, LA; sons: Christopher Ryan Yerby 

and wife Amy of Florien, LA, Jonathan Seth Yerby and wife Kimberly of Ft. Campbell, KY and 

Matthew Austin Yerby of N. Hollywood, CA; mother-in-law, Joann Wright of Florien, LA; sister, 

Cindy Hargis and husband Ron of Canton, GA; brothers: Jack Yerby of Farmington, NM, Jerry 

Yerby of Florien, LA and Steve Yerby and wife Paula of Harvest, AL; grandchildren: Zachary 

Mason, Kaydence Jolese, Troy Alexander and Audrey Kristine; along with a host of nieces, 

nephews and friends. 

Pallbearers: Darryl Anthony, Billy Knippers, Shannon Lenard, Harlan Leach, Brady Browning, 

Ryan Pickett, Terry Pyle and Robert Howell. Honorary Pallbearers: U. S. Forest Service 

Employees and Retirees and Pi-Kappa-Alpha Fraternity. 

 

Message from a co-worker: Frank Yerby, retired District Ranger on the Winn Ranger District, 

Kisatchie NF has passed away. He started his career here on the Poteau as a summer intern back 

in 1976. He also worked on the Cold Springs v& Kiamichi RDs before moving to the Kisatchie. 

Sympathy cards may be sent to his wife Lisa at 445 Yellow Road, Florien, LA 71429 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

A Message from Ed Cook: 

 

Upon my retirement in December, 1999, I’ve tried to be active in the SFSRA, serving as VP in 

2004 and President in 2005, then rotating onto the Board. In 2007, my wife Pat and I moved from 

Lilburn to Blairsville, in the North Georgia mountains, and we sure do like it up here! Since our 

move, I’ve tried to stay in touch by attending the December luncheon each year and keeping my 

dues current, but the last couple (or maybe more?) years I haven’t been able to make it to the 

luncheon due to band commitments during the Christmas season. But, having noticed that my 

name appeared recently in the newsletter under a list of missing retirees, I put the December 

luncheon on my calendar this year BEFORE the band made its schedule.  Pat and I look forward 

to seeing all of you at the luncheon on December 8. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TheCenlaReport/photos/a.264417010353026.61780.254582368003157/1284868241641226/?type=3
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Texas Retirees Luncheon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No! It's not the "dirty dozen!" It's just our fabulous group of USFS retirees (National Forests & 

Grasslands in Texas) smiling for a photo after enjoying lunch together! They meet on the third 

Thursday of each month at 11:15 a.m. at the Golden Corral in Lufkin. 

 

Standing, left to right, Myrtle Kennedy, John Ippolito, Gay Ippolito, Buck Doiron, Glenn 

Donnahoe, Belinda Ross, Dale Bounds, Elza Harty. Seated: Verma Coleman, Carolyn Hughes, 

Skip Harris and Jo Ann Ferguson.  Thanks Gay Ippolito for the picture and information. 

 

 

A Picture and Message from Sonny Cudabac: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L - R, Mike Beaty, Ed Tarver, Sonny Cudabac and Jack Callahan 

 

We got together early July in Ellijay, GA for lunch and fellowship. We are all retired 12+ years, 

are Amtrak train buds that have made train trips together!  A good time was had....picture was 

taken in an Ellijay city park! 
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John H. Courtenay, former Forest Supervisor for the National Forests & Grasslands in 

Texas and SFSRA member, passed away at his home on May 2, 2017. He was 95. In 2013, I 

had the pleasure of interviewing John for an article for Texas Forestry, the monthly 

newsletter for the Texas Forestry Association.  John was my first forest supervisor, and it 

was an honor to visit with him, recall memories and create this story about his life.     

Gay Ippolito, retired Public Affairs Officer, Texas 

 

John & Jeanette Courtenay 
Written by Gay Ippolito for Texas Forestry, Spring 2013 

 
TFA honored John and Jeanette Courtenay with a Life Membership at the annual meeting in 

Nacogdoches last fall (2012).  John’s son, Jack Courtenay, was with his father when the 

presentation was made.  Jeanette Courtenay, who passed away last August (2012), was a beloved 

wife, mother and grandmother and supported her husband during their 66 years of marriage. 

 

John Courtenay was born April 16, 1922 in Peconic, New York, and he attended the New York 

State College of Forestry (Syracuse University), receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in 1948.  

John served his country as a U. S. Navy aviation machinist from 1942 to 1946 and was stationed 

primarily in Pensacola, Florida, and Santa Rosa, California.  After returning to New York, he met 

his future bride, Jeanette Bubb who was from Greenport, New York.  They were married 

September 7, 1946, and John returned to Syracuse and completed his forestry degree. 

     After graduation, Mr. Courtenay began working for the U. S. Forest Service (USFS), where he 

spent his entire distinguished career until his retirement in 1980.  John’s first position was as a 

junior forester on the Cherokee National Forest in Tellico Plains, Tennessee.  He also served in 

New Albany, Mississippi, and worked on the Little Tallahatchie Flood Prevention Project, 

replanting old farmland in trees. 

     In 1952, John was promoted to Assistant District Ranger of the Black Warrior Ranger District 

on the Bankhead National Forest in Alabama before he was named the District Ranger of the 

Oakmulgee Ranger District on the Talladega National Forest in Centerville, Alabama.  Next, he 

served as District Ranger of the Leaf River Ranger District on the De Soto National Forest in 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi.   

     In 1958, John, Jeanette and their family moved to Tallahassee, Florida, where he served in 

supervisory positions with the National Forests in Florida.   As a conscientious and valuable 

forester, John was promoted to the USFS Regional Office in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1962.  In this 

position, he worked on 15 different river basin studies in locations from Texas to West Virginia. 

In 1966, Mr. Courtenay was promoted to Supervisor of the National Forests in Texas, and he and 

his family moved to Lufkin, where he distinguished himself as a diligent, fair, and respected 

member of the forestry profession.  As Forest Supervisor, John was instrumental in acquiring 

USFS management of the Caddo and Lyndon B. Johnson National Grasslands and supervised the 

implementation of a plan to get grazing under permit on National Forest lands in Texas.  Another 

important accomplishment under John’s leadership was the development of a planning process to 

create management plans for the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas by receiving input from 

the public. 
                             (continue on next page)  
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                             (continued from previous page)   

     During his tenure as Forest Supervisor in Texas, the body of environmental laws enacted during 

the 1970’s was quickly used to bring court challenges to the management practices being employed 

throughout the National Forest System.  John played a major role in the National Forests in Texas’ 

court suit, the first lawsuit that questioned who had the expertise to manage the National Forests – 

professional foresters or environmentalists.  In Federal court in Tyler, the late Judge William 

Wayne Justice ruled against the USFS, as was expected.  John’s plan was to put all their effort into 

an appeal at the federal appeals court in New Orleans where the Tyler decision was overturned in 

favor of the U. S. Forest Service.  However, legal challenges to the management practices on the 

National Forests continued for almost 20 years afterwards.  John’s leadership in establishing 

legally defensible management plans that would continue to withstand these challenges paved the 

way for forest managers who followed him, and has enabled the National Forests to continue to be 

managed according to the Forest Service motto, “for the greatest good for the greatest number in 

the long run.” 

     John Courtenay’s retirement from the USFS in 1980 was no indication that he removed himself 

from involvement in the forestry community.  He remained active in the Society of American 

Foresters (SAF), an organization he joined as a college student and has maintained membership in 

for more than 50 years.  Mr. Courtenay became a Fellow in that group in 1984.  

     John is a long-time TFA member and has served on the board of directors.  He was named 

TFA’s Forestry Educator of the Year in 2011.  He has logged many hours of volunteer work at the 

Texas Forestry Museum, where he is considered “THE” East Texas Forest Historian, especially 

related to old sawmills.  John leads tours to such sites at least once a year.  John rarely misses a 

volunteer work day at the museum, most recently assisting with projects during the April 3, 2013 

event.  He is considered one of the museum’s most dedicated volunteers. 

     John Courtenay received the Texas SAF Laurence C. Walker Distinguished Service to Forestry 

Award in 1980 and was inducted into the Texas Forestry Museum Hall of Fame in 2009. 

John has a love for life and a desire to stay active during his retirement years.  In the community, 

Mr. Courtenay is a charter member and past chairman of the Lufkin Tree Board, and he continues 

to serve on that board.  Since 1967, he has volunteered with Boy Scout Troop #140, where he 

served as a scoutmaster for 26 years.  John enjoys bowling and has been on a bowling league for 

many years.  He also serves as a volunteer at Memorial Medical Center of East Texas in Lufkin, 

conducting a weekly inventory and ordering popcorn machine supplies and assembling a special 

welcome gift for new babies born at the hospital. 

     The Courtenay’s three children are daughters Barbara Olds of Nacogdoches and Mary Smith 

of Fort Lupton, Colorado, and son Jack of Rolla, Missouri (now Hot Springs, Arkansas), and they 

have seven grandchildren, seven great grandchildren (now 10 great-grandchildren).  

When asked about his reaction at being awarded the Life Membership to TFA, Courtenay said, “I 

was really surprised they thought enough of Jeanette and me to do this, especially in light of all of 

the good work TFA and its members do.” 

     He said that Ed Wagoner, former TFA executive vice president, encouraged him to join TFA 

in the 1960s. “Ed got me started in TFA and Rotary after I had been in Lufkin only a few months,” 

Courtenay said. “I was cautious about my early involvement in TFA since I was a federal employee 

at the time in my role as forest supervisor for the U.S. Forest Service in Texas. I had to hang back 

and avoid any potential conflict of interest. I have always seen TFA as a wonderful organization 

where I could develop good relationships and friendships with those who shared my love of 

forestry and what TFA stands for.”  
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A Message from Michael Sparks: 

I am fortunate to have known Karl Stoneking since 1970 (Forgive me as the dates tend to “dim” 

with time).  I was working on the Womble Ranger District of  the Ouachita National Forest at that 

time, located at Mt Ida, Arkansas, population 450.  Karl was transferred to the Supervisors Office 

in Hot springs from Florida.  He worked in the Timber Management shop.  The staff officer was 

John Orr.  I first met Karl at a Timber Sale Contract training session where he was an instructor 

and a mighty good one I can say.  Toward the end of my career, I was still practicing some of the 

facts he taught during that session.   

     About a year later, I was on the Mena Ranger District and Karl had been transferred to Talahina, 

Oklahoma as District Ranger on the adjoining  Kiamichi Ranger District.   

     I recall an incident later when Karl had a project fire on his District.  An adjoining crew, 

including me was sent to help control the wildfire.  Karl was at the base camp as fire boss when 

the fire plow bulldozer operator called on the radio and said he had a burst hydraulic hose and the 

fire plow was disabled on top of the mountain and he and the tractor were in danger of being 

overrun by the fire.  Karl designated someone as acting fire boss and he hefted a 5 gallon can of 

hydraulic fluid onto his shoulder along with a hose and started up the mountain.  Now folks, that 

can must have weighed more than 50 pounds but Karl didn’t waiver.  He walked all the way to the 

top of the mountain and “saved” the tractor and operator from the fire.   

Many folks did not know that Karl was a sergeant in the U. S. Marine Corp.  His demeanor 

reflected his training.  He was always alert and gave clear instructions to his people.  He “stood 

tall”, like  a Marine.   

     Soon afterwards, I left the Ouachita and Karl transferred to the Regional Office in Atlanta. I 

didn’t see Karl again until 1985 when I moved to Atlanta. He was the same as always, stalwart 

and wise. Many times I crossed his office doorway to seek his advice which was always sound. 

We never talked religion but somehow I always knew that Karl was a devout believer in Christ.   

     The last time I saw Karl was at a retirees  luncheon at Christmastime.  We spoke briefly  and 

then he left.  I knew he had been ill but didn’t know  of his death until I read his obituary which 

listed his accomplishments in life.  He was  very active in his  church, his choir, boy scouts, and 

many youth activities.  Quite a legacy to leave.       Rest in Peace, Karl. 

 

A Message from David Dubow: 

I was saddened by the passing of another member of the ‘Greatest Generation’, John Courtney. 

     He and I were good friends for many years. I first met John in Florida in 1957. At that time he 

was working for supervisor, Joe Riebold, in the Tallahassee office of the U. S. Forest Service while 

I was Assistant Ranger on the Wilma District of the Apalachicola N.F. Later I was transferred to 

the supervisor’s office in Tallahassee where John introduced me to his favorite sport – duck 

hunting.  We did a lot of duck hunting on the Gulf Coast and other places in northwest Florida.  At 

one time my wife, Martha, wondered if I was married to her or to John Courtney! We also hunted 

doves and rabbits.  John had two beagles named Buddy and Suzy and I had a basset hound named 

George.  John and I had a great time keeping up with those hunting hounds. 

     I remember a particular duck hunt in a kayak on Lake Munson. Little five year old Jack 

Courtney sat between us in the pouring rain without a complaint while we shot ruddy ducks and 

scaups.  My last hunt with John was in south Texas where John had a contact with a rich landowner.  

We hunted puddle ducks there and the trips were fabulous.  At that time John was Supervisor on 
                            (continue on next page)  
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                        (continued from previous page) 

the N.F. in Texas, and I was timber staff officer on the Kisatchie.  Those were great days! 

     I cannot forget how John and Jeanette Courtney took my wife and me in when I arrived for 

house hunting on my first tour in the regional office.  Soon after that John was transferred to Texas.  

He was an excellent Supervisor who fought and won many great fights against short sighted 

environmentalists. 

     Most recently I spoke with him on the phone early last winter.  He was a lifelong friend and a 

wonderful and knowledgeable Forest Service professional.  He will be greatly missed. 

 

National Museum of Forest Service History loans Gyro Stabilized 

Cargo Carrier to Lane Motor Museum 
 

The National Museum of Forest Service History sent the following article, which was 

distributed to their members earlier.  They also provided several pictures, but due to space 

requirements they were not included is this edition of the Dixie Ranger. (Editor) 

 

The National Museum of Forest Service History is loaning the Lane Motor Museum of 

Nashville, TN a very unique Forest Service vehicle!  The Gyro Stabilized Cargo Carrier.  The 

vehicle is 95 inches long, 30 wide, and 50 inches high and weighs about 2,000 pounds. 

     In 1963, Summers Gyrocar Company was awarded a contract from the Forest Service to build 

a Gyro Stabilized Cargo Carrier.  In 1965, a prototype was completed and tested by the Missoula 

Technology and Development Center.  The company owner Tom Summers was a gyroscope expert 

with a dream to build gyroscopically-stabilized vehicles. The cargo carrier was designed to haul 

equipment and supplies for trail crews.  The cargo carrier was never commercially produced.  

     This unique item from the Museum's collection will be on loan to the Lane Motor Museum in 

Nashville, Tennessee and is planned to be on display in 2018 as part of their Unconventional 

Inventions: Thinking Outside the Box, exhibit.  This show is scheduled to be Lane Motor 

Museum's main exhibit in 2018- 2019. For this exhibition, they have selected vehicles that embody 

incomparable automotive creativity. Existing as the result of untethered human imagination, these 

vehicles represent innovation, yet for many reasons, were not necessarily commercially successful. 

Through recurring themes of ingenuity and originality, Unconventional Inventions will inspire 

curiosity, stretch the boundaries of how one defines the car, and encourage the visitor to think 

outside the box. 

 

     This mission of the National Museum of Forest Service History is to share the rich history and 

story of America’s Conservation Legacy. The Museum loans artifacts to Forest Service units and 

other organizations. Visit the Museum’s artifact collection at  

http://forestservicemuseum.pastperfectonline.com/ 

     The Missoula Technology and Development Center began as the support facility for Forest 

Service fire management in the late 1940's.  Missoula and San Dimas Equipment and Development 

Centers makes equipment, information, concepts, and ideas available so Federal and State agencies 

can better manage the millions of acres of public land. 

     The Lane Motor Museum is located at 702 Murfreesboro Pike, Nashville, TN, 37210. The 

Museum website is https://www.lanemotormuseum.org/ 

 

     For information contact:  Dave Stack, 406-493-8673, dave.stack@forestservicemuseum.org  
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Cobb County Retirees Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Left to Right: Mike Shipley, Delia Halverson, Sam Halverson, Carrol Wright, Alan Pigg, Larry Bishop, 

Jackie Gregory, Sonny Cudabac, Keith McLaughlin, Paul Wright, Bill Speer and Larry Wade 

 

 

 

  

Does your group meet periodically?  Are you listed on page 5? 

 

If not, please contact Sid Haggard, Editor, at 

sidhaggard@att.net or 678-644-7240. 
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Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 
 

 

Officers and Directors  –  2017 
 

 

Officers                                   Directors  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 
 

 

President:  Alan Pigg        Historian: Carole Patton 

alanpigg@hotmail.com       cpatton@att.net 

 

 

President-elect: Mac Gramley  Nancy Sorrells (2017) NFSRA: Mac Gramley 

mgramley@windstream.net   nsorrell@bellsouth.net mgramley@windstream.net 

 

 

Treasurer: Tom Tibbs    Sid Haggard (2018)  Obits/ Email: Sonny Cudabac 

gtibbs6@embarqmail.com   sidhaggard@att.net  scudabac@mindspring.com 

 

 

Secretary: Joyce Keith    John Lamb (2019)             Dixie Ranger Editor: Sid Haggard 

JamJoy@bellsouth.net   sandjlamb@bellsouth.net     sidhaggard@att.net  

         

 

        Events Planning:  Nancy Sorrells 

        nsorrell@bellsouth.net 
 

        Membership: Robin Palmer 

        rchpalmer@yahoo.com 
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From the Southern Forest Service Retirees Association 

 

and 

 

Dixie Ranger Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


